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PEEFACE 



Man is said to be a creature of circamstances. The 
may be said of a book. The present, at least, is the result of a 
circumstance sufficiently trivial. In the year 1841, the author 
published, with no sectarian designs, a work on the Antiquities 
of the Christian Church, as a compilation from various German 
authors, having Augusti's Compend for its basis. This unpre- 
tending volume, however, aroused the suspicion of a certain 
presbjTter in Philadelphia, bearing the initials H. W. D., whose 
practised eye and professional skill detected, as he seemed to 
think, a dangerous infection covertly propagated by the dr- 
culatfon of the book. The alarm was raised ; and the public 
warned of their danger by a review, remarkable for the spirit 
and decency with which it was written, and, most of all, for 
its random assertions, contradicting, v^ith an assurance seldom 
equalled, the plainest facts of ecclesiastical history. !FHnding 
this review every where circulated, with the admirable spirit 
in which it was written, the author of the work in question 
ventured upon a brief reply. This gave a direction to his 
studies which he had never contemplated; and which, with 
increasing diligence and interest, he has continued to pursue 
until the present time. The result of these inquiries is, — ^tha 
following work. 
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For this new direction thus given to his stndies, and for all 
the interesting incidents of his foreign travel, connected with 
them, the author has to offer all due acknowledgments to his old 
fidend, the presbyter. What thanks the public may owe him, is 
yet to be seen in the judgment which they shall accord to the 
book here submitted to their examination. It is, however, in no 
sense presented in answer to that review. Far from it. The 
traveller receives his direction from any way-faring man, and 
goes on his journey regardless of his informant ; so the author, 
taking his departure from an incident so trifling, has pursued 
his course of study, with an aim infinitely higher than that of 
replying to his reviewer. 

The object of the author, in the following work, is to commend 
to the consideration of the reader the admirable simplicity of the 
government and worship of the primitive church, in opposition 
to the polity and ceremonials of the higher forms of prelacy. 
. In the prosecution of this object, he has sought, under the 
direction of the best guides, to go to the original sources, and 
first and chiefly to draw firom them. On the constitution and 
government of the church none have written with greater ability, 
or with more extensive and searching erudition, than Mosheim, 
Planck, Neander and Rothe. These have been his principal 
reliance ; and after these, a great variety of authors. 

If the reader object, that the authorities cited are beyond his 
reach, or are recorded in a language to him unknown, the writer 
can only say, that he has endeavored to collect the best authori- 
ties, wherever they might be found. When embodied in the 
pages of the work, they are given in a translation ; and, if of 
special importance, the original is inserted in the margin, for the 
examination of the scholar. 

The work has been prepared with an anxious endeavor to sus- 
tain the positions advanced, by references suficiently copious, per- 
tinent and authoritative ; and yet to guard against an ostentatious 
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aflfectation in the aocamulation of authorities. Sereral hundred 
have indeed been entered in these pages ; but many more, that 
have fallen under the eye of the writer, have been rejected. 
Much labor, of which the reader probably will make small 
account, has been expended in an endeavor to authenticate thoie 
that are retained, and to give him an explicit direction to them. 
The work has been written with studied brevity, and an uniform 
endeavor to make it at once concise, yet complete, and suggestifv 
of principles. 

In the prosecution of these labors, the author has received maeh 
encouragement and many important suggestions, from friends, 
whose services he holds in grateful remembrance. For sodi 
favors he is particularly indebted to Professor Park, of the 
Theological Seminary in this place. 

Above all, it is the author's grateful duty publicly to expreit 
his acknowledgments to Dr. Neander, not only for his Intro- 
ductory Essay, but for the uniform kindness of his counsels in 
the preparation of the several parts of this work. The writer 
can say nothing to add to the reputation of this eminent scholar, 
distinguished alike for his private virtues, his public services, 
and his vast and varied erudition. He can only express his 
obligations for the advantages derived from the contribution 
and the counsels of this great historian, for which the reader, 
in common with the writer of the following pages, will owe his 
grateful acknowledgments. For the sentiments here expressed, 
however, the writer is alone responsible. 

Tbe translation of the Introduction was made in Berlin ; and, 
after a careful comparison with the original by Dr. Neander, 
received his unqualified approbation. It is, therefore, to be 
received as an authentic expression of his sentiments on the 
several topics to which it relates. 

In the preparation of this work, the author has studiousfy 
1* 
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sought to write neither as a Congregationalist, nor as a Presby- 
terian, exclusively ; but as the advocate of a free and popular 
government in the church ; and of simplicity in worship, in 
harmony with the free spirit of the Christian religion. It is 
enough for the author, if the church is set free from the bondage 
of a prelatical hierarchy; and trained, by simple and expressive 
rites, to worship God in spirit and in truth. We heartily wish 
indeed for all true churchmen a closer conformity to the primitive 
pattern in government and in worship ; but we have no contro- 
versy with them on these points, provided we may still be united 
with them in the higher principles of Christian fellowship and love. 
The writer has the happiness to number among the members of 
that communion some of his most cherished friends, to whose 
sentiments he would be sorry to do violence by any thing that 
may appear in these pages. 

Indeed, the great controversy of the day is not with Protestant 
Episcopacy, as such ; it is rather with Formalism. Formalism 
wherever seen, by whatever name it is known, — ^this is the great 
antagonist principle of spiritual Christianity. Here the church 
is brought to a crisis, great and fearful in prospect, and moment- 
ous, for good or for evil, in its final results. The struggle at 
issue is between a spiritual and a formal religion ; — a religion 
which substitutes the outward form for the inward spirit; — a 
religion that exalts sacraments, ordinances and rites, into the 
place of Christ himself; and disguises, under the covering of 
imposing ceremonials, the great doctrines of the cross of Christ. 

The church is at issue with this religion under the forms of 
high church Prelacy, 'Puseyism,' and Popery. The present 
struggle began in England ; but when or where or how it will 
end, who can tell ? Dr. Pusey himself declares that on the issue 
of it, ''hangs the destiny of the church of England." The 
Traotarians all avow, — ''that two schemes of doctrine, the 
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Genevan and the Catholic, are probably for the last time stmg^ 
ghng within that church." But the conflict is not confined to 
England. The signs of the times, every where darkly portentous, 
presage a similar conflict to the chorch of Christ universally. 

In this eventful crisis we are urgently pressed to a renewed 
examination of the apostohcal and primitive polity of the church, 
in government and in worship ; for under cover of these the 
warfare of Formalism is now waged. These are the prominent 
points, both of attack apd of defence, to which the eye of the 
minister, the theological student, and the intelligent Christian of 
every name, should be strongly turned. Let them fall back on 
that spiritual Christianity which Christ and his apostles taught. 
Let them, in doctrine, in discipline, and in worship, entrench 
themselves within the strongholds of this religion ; and here, in 
calm reliance upon the great Captain of our salvation, let them 
await the issue of the contest. 

Hitherto the great body of the people have been lefl to gather 
up information upon this branch of reUgious knowledge as they 
could ; and the most have been content with a blind acquiescence 
in the customs of their own church. A due degree of knowledge 
on this subject is apparently the lot of very few of our leading 
men, and by no means the property generally of clergymen and 
theological students. 

To what purpose is it now, just to follow the history of the 
church, century by century, through the recital of her sufferings? 
The times are changed, and a corresponding change is required in 
the study of ecclesiastical histoiy. This is chiefly important, 
for existing exigencies, to illustrate the usages, the rites, the 
government of the church, and the perversion of these to promote 
the ends of bigotry, intolerance, and superstition. Besides, we 
have seen, for some years past, an influence stealing silently 
upon the public mind, and alluring many young clergymen from 
the fold of their fathers; — an influence to be counteracted 
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by a better understaiiding of our own govemment and worship. 
Bishop Griswold stated in 1841, that of '' two hundred and eighty 
persons ordained by him, two hundred arid seven came from other 
denominations." And another bishop says, ''From the most 
accurate investigation that can be made, I am led to believe, that 
about three hundved clergymen and licentiates of other denominar 
tions, have, within the last thirty years, sought the ministeiial 
commission from the hands of bishops of that church ; and, that at 
least two-thirds were not originally, by education, Episcopalians, 
but have come from other folds." These facts afford matter 
for serious inquiry. These three himdred were not originally 
Episcopalians. Were they, "Jy education,'*^ any thing else? 
Would they have strayed away in such numbers from their own 
fold, had they been duly instructed in the principles of that order 
to which they originally belonged % 

The author is deeply sensible of the magnitude and difficulty 
of the work which he has undertaken ; and with no affected 
modesty, avows the unfeigned diffidence with which he commends 
it to the public. Would it were worthier, and better fitted for 
the great end proposed by it. But he has done what he could, 
and finds his reward in the consciousness of having labored 
honestly in a righteous cause, and in the hope of doing something 
for the promotion of that religious system which shall enable the 
true worshippers to worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 
Such a religious system, he believes most firmly must ever find 
its truest expression in rites of worship few and simple, and in a 
govemment administered in every part and every particular by 
the people ; — in a ritual without a prayer-book ; and a church 
without a bishop. 

AndiovtT, February f 1844. 
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INTEODUCTION, 

BT 

Dr. AUGUSTUS NEANDER, 

PSOFBfigOB OF THBOLOOT III THB VMIVBBSITT OF BEBLDT, COBSXSTOBXAL 

COUMSBLLOB, BTO. 



In compliance with the request of my worthy friend, 
the Rev. Mr. Coleman, I am happy to accompany his 
proposed work on the Constitution and Worship of the 
apostolical and primitive church with some preliminary 
remarks. I regard it as one of the remarkable signs 
of the times, that Christians, separated from each other 
by land and by sea, by language and government, are 
becoming more closely united in the consciousness that 
they are only diflerent members of one universal church, 
grounded and built on the rock Christ Jesus. And it is with 
the hope of promoting this catholic union, that I gladly 
improve this opportunity to address my Christian brethren 
beyond the waters on some important subjects of common 
interest to the church of Christ. 

This is not the proper place to express in detail, and to 
defend my own views upon the controverted topics which, 
as I have reason to expect from the respected author, will 
be the subject of an extended, thorough and impartial 

2 
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examination in his proposed work. My own sentiments 
have already been expressed, in a work which, I am 
happy to learn, is offered to the English reader in a 
translation by my friend, the Rev. Mr. Ryland, of 
Northampton, in England. ^ I have only time and space, 
in this place, briefly to express the i?esults of former 
inquiries, .which, with the reasons for them, have on other 
occasions already been given to the public. 

It is of the utmost importance to keep ever in view the 
difierer\ce between the economy of the Old Testament 
and that of the New. The neglect of this has given 
rise to the grossest errors, and to divisions, by which 
those who ought to be united together in the bonds of 
Christian love, have been sundered from each other. In 
the Old . Testament, every thing relating to the kingdom 
of God was estimated by outward formSf and promoted 
by specific external rites. In the New, every thing is 
made to depend upon what is internal and spiritual. 
Other foundation, as the apostle Paul has said, can no 
man lay than that is laid. Upon this the Christian 
church at first was grounded, and upon this alone, in all 
time to come, must it be reared anew and compacted 
together. Faith in Jesus of Nazareth, the' Saviour of 
the world, and union with him, a participation in that 
salvation which cometh through him, — this is that 
inward principle, that unchangeable foundation, on which 

1 History of the Planting and Training of the Christian Church, by the 
Apostles, by Dr. A. JNeander, Ordinary Professor of Theology, in the 
University of Berlin, Consistorial Counsellor 3 translated from the third 
edition, by J. £. Ryland. 
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the Christian church essentially rests. But whenever, 
instead of making the existence of the church to depend 
on this inward principle alone, the necessity of some 
outward form is asserted as an indispensable means of 
grace, we readily perceive that the purity of its char- 
acter is impaired. The spirit of the Old Testament 
is commingled with that of the New. Neither Christ nor 
the apostles, have given any unchangeable law on the 
subject. Where two or three are gathered together in 
my name, says Christ, there am I in the midst of them. 

■ • 

This coming together in his name, he assures us, alone 
renders the- assembly well pleasing in his sight, whatever 
be the difierent forms of government imder which his 
people meet* 

The apostle Paul says, indeed, Eph. 4: 11, that Christ 
gave to the church certain offices, through \vhich he 
operated with his Spirit, and its attendants gifts. But 
assuredly Pauldid not mean to say that- Christ, during 
his abode on earth, appointed these offices in the church, 
or authorized the form of government that was necessarily 
connected with them-. ' All the. offices here mentioned,! 
with the single exception of that of the apostles, were- 
instituted by the apostles themselves, ' after our Lord's 
ascension. In making these appointments, they acted, as 
they did in every thing else, only as the organs of Christ. 
Paul, therefore, very justly ascribes to Christ himself what 
was done by the apostles ia this instance as his agents. But 
the apostles themselves have given no law, requiring that 
any such form of government as is indicated in this passage 
should be perpetual. Under the guidance of the Spirit of 
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God, they gave the church this particular organization, 
which, while it was best adapted to the circumstances and 
relations of the church at that time, was also best suited 
to the extension of the churches in their peculiar con- 
dition, and for the development of the inward principles of 
their communion. But forms may change with every 
change of circumstances. Many of the offices mentioned 
in that passage, either were entirely unknown at a later 
period, or existed in relations one to another entirely 
new. 2 

Whenever at a later period, also, any form of church 
government has arisen out of a series of events according 
to the direction of divine providence, and is organized and 

* One peculiar office; that of the prophets, in process of time ceased 
in the church, while something analogous to the gift of prophecy 'still 
remained] indeed it might be easily shown that the prophetic office 
continued at that early period, so long as it was necessary for the estab- 
lishment of the Christian church, under its peculiar exigencies and rela- 
tions. Pastors and teachers are mentioned in this passage, in the same 
connection. Their office, which related to the government of particular 
churches, is distinguished from that of those who had been mentioned 
before, and whose inmiediate object was the extension of the Christian 
church in general. And yet a distinction is also made between these 
pastors and teachers, inasmuch as the qualifications for the outward 
gOTemment of the church, ntv^iQvr^aigj were different from those which 
were requisite for the guidance of the church by the preaching of the 
word, didaaxaXla. The first belonged especially to the presbyters or 
Ittshops who stood at the head of the organization for the outward govern- 
ment of the church. Certain It is, at least, that they did not all possess 
tlie gift of teaching as dlddaxaXoij Uachen, On the other hand, there 
may have been persons endowed with the gift of teaching, and qualified 
thus to be teachers, who still belonged not to the class of presbyters. 
Tbe relations of these offices to one another seem not to have been the 
tune in all stages of the development of the apostolical churches. 
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governed with regard to the Lord's will, he may he said, 
himself, to have established it, and to operate through it, 
by his Spirit ; without which nothing pertaining to the 
church can prosper. The great principles which are 
given by the apostle, in the passage before us, for the 
guidance of the church, — these, and these only, remain 
unchangeably the same ; because they are immediately 
connected with the nature of the Christian church, as a 
spiritual community. All else is mutable. The form of 
the church remained not the same, even through the whole 
course of the apostolic age, from the first descent of the Spirit, 
on the day of Pentecost, to the death of John the apostle. 
Particular forms of church government may be more or 
less suited to the nature of the Christian church;- and we 
may add, no one is absolutely perfect, neither are all alike 
good under all circumstances. Would then that all, in 
their strivings after forms of church government, would 
abide fs^t by those which they believe to be best adapted 
to promote their own spiritual edification, and which they 
may have found, by experience, to be best suited to the 
wants of their own Christian community. Only let them 
not seek to impose upon all Christians any one form as 
indispensably necessary. Only let them remember, that 
the upbuilding of the church of Christ may be carried on. 
under other forms also, and that the same Spirit, on which 
the existence of the church depends, can as truly operate in 
other churches as in their own. Would that Congrega- 
tionalists, Presbyterians and Episcopalians, Calvinists and 
Lutherans, would abide by that only unchangeable founda- 
2* 
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tion which Christ has laid. Would that on such a founda- 
tion, which no man can lay, they would meet as hrethren in 
Christ, acknowledging each other as members of one 
catholic church, and organs of the same Spirit, co-operating 
together for the promotion of the great ends indicated by 
the apostle Paul in Eph. 4 : 13 — 16. 

It must, indeed, be of great importance to examine im** 
partially the relations of the apostolical church, for at this 
time the Spirit of Christ, through the apostles, wrought in 
its purest influence, by which means the mingling of foreign 
elements was prevented in the development of this system 
of ecclesiastical polity^ In this respect we must all admit 
that the apostolical church commends itselif to u^ as a 
model of church government. But, in the first place, let 
us remember, agreeably to what has already been said, 
that not all the fqrm3 of church government which were 
adapted to the -exigencies of the church at this early period, 
CB3a. be received as patterns for the church at other times ; 
neither can the imitation be pressed too far. Let us 
remember, that it is only that same Spirit which is imparted 
to us through the intervention of the apostles, which, at all 
times, and under all possible relations, will direct to the 
most appropriate and most efficient form of government, 
if, in humility and sincerity, we surrender ourselves up to 
its teaching and guidance. And secondly, let us remem- 
ber, that, after true and faithful inquiry on these subjects, 
men may honestly difier in their views on those minor 
points, without interrupting the higher communion of faith 
and love. 
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In the apostolical charch there was one office which 
bears no resemblance to any other, and to which none can 
be made to conform. This is the office of the apostles* 
They stand as the medium of communication between 
Christ and the whole Christian church, to transmit his word 
and his Spirit through all ages. In this respect the church 
must ever continue to acknowledge her dependence upon 
them, and to own their rightful authority. Their authority 
and power can be delegated to none other. But the 
8er?ice which the apostles themselves sought to confer, was 
to transmit to men the word and the Spirit of the Lord, 
and, hy this means, to establish independent Christian 
communities. These communities, when once established, 
they refused to hold in a state of .slavish dependency 
upon themselves. Their ohject was, in the Spirit of the 
Lord, to make the churches free, and independent of their 
guidance. To the churches their language was, " Ye be- 
loved, ye are made free, be ye the servants of no man." 
The churches were taught to govern themselves. All the 
members were made to co-operate together as organs of 
one Spirit, in connection with which spiritual gifts were 
imparted to each as he might need. Thus they, whose 
prerogative it was to rule among the brethren, demeaned 
themselves as the servants of Christ and his church. 
They acted in the name of Christ and his church, as the 
organs of that Spirit with which all were inspired, and from 
which they derived the consciousness of their mutual 
Christian fellowship. 

The brethren chose their own officers from among them» 
selves. Or if, in the first organization of the churches, 
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their officers were appointed by the apostles, it was with 
the approbation of the members of the same. The general 
concerns of the church were managed by the apostles in 
connection with their brethren in the church, to whom they 
also addressed their epistles. 

The earliest constitution of the church was modelled, 
for the most part, after that religious community with 
which it stood in closest connection, and to which it was 
most assimilated, the Jewish synagogue. This, however, 
was so modified as to conform to the nature of the Christian 
community, and to the new and peculiar spirit with which 
it was animated. Like the synagogue, the church was 
governed by an associated body of men appointed for this 
purpose. 

The name of presbyters, which was appropriated to this 
body, was derived from the Jewish synagogue. But in the 
Gentile churches, formed by the apostle Paul, they took 
the name of Inlaxonot^ bishops, a term more significant 
of their office in the language generally spoken by the 
members of these churches. The name of presbyters 
denoted the dignity of their office. That of bishops, on 
the other hand, was expressive rather of the nature of 
their office, ImaxonUv t^v ixxXrjalav, to take the oversight 
of the church. Most certainly no ojther distinction origi- 
nally existed between them. But, in process of time, some 
one, in the ordinary course of events, would gradually 
obtain the pre-eminence over his colleagues, and by reason 
of that peculiar oversight which he exercised over the 
whole community, might come to be designated by the 
name inloxonog^ bishop^ which was originally applied to 
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them all indiscriminately. The constant tumults from 
within and from without, which agitated the church in 
the time of the apostles, may have given to such a one 
opportunity to exercise his influence the more efficient- 
ly ; so that, at such a time, the controlling influence of one 
in this capacity may have been very salutary to the church. 
This change in the relation of the presbyters to each 
other was not the same in all the churches, but varied 
according to their different circumstances. It may have 
been as early as the latter part of the life of John, when he 
was sole survivor of the other apostles, that one, as president 
of this body of presbyters, was distinguished by the name 
of kniaxoTtos, bishop. There is, however, no evidence that 
the apostle himself introduced this change; much less, 
that he authorized it as a perpetual ordinance for the 
future. Such an ordinance is in direct opposition to the 
spirit of that apostle. ^ 

3 in the angels of the churches in the seven epistles of the Apocalypse, I 
cannot recognize the *^43V Xvhlff ^^ ^^ Jewish synagogue transferred to the 

• • • 

ChnBUan church. The application appears to me to be altogether arbitraiy. 
Nor again can I discover in the angel of the church, the bishop, addressed 
as the representatiye of this body of believers. How much must wo 
assume as already proved, which yet is entirely without evidence, in 
assigning to this early period the rise of such a monarchical system of 
government, that the bishop alone can be put in the place of the whole 
church 1 In this phraseology 1 recognize rather a symbolical application 
of the idea of guardian angels, similar to that of the Ferver of the Parsees, 
as a symbolical representation and image of the whole church. Such a 
figurative representation corresponds well with the poetical and sjrmboli- 
cal character of the book throughout. It is also expressly said that the 
address is to the whole body of the churches. 
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This change in the mode of adminieteting -the gor- 
emment of the church, resulting from peculiar circum- 
stances, may have been introduced as a salutary expedient, 
without implying any departure from the purity of the Chris- 
tian spirit. When, however, the doctrine is, as it gradually 
gained currency in the third century, — that the bishop^ 
are, by divine right, the head of the church, and invested 
with the government of the same, that they are the suc- 
cessors of the apostles, and by this succession inherit 
apostolical authority, that they are the mtedium through 
which, in consequence of that ordination which they have 
received, merely in an outward manner, the Holy Ghost, 
in all time to come, must be transmitted to the church — 
when this becomes the doctrine of the church, we cer- 
tainly must perceive, in these assumptions, a strong corrup- 
tion of the purity of the Christian system. It is a carnal 
perversion of the true idea of the Christian church. It is 
falling back into the spirit of the Jewish religion. Instead 
of the Christian idea of a church, based on inward princi- 
ples of communion, and extending itself by means of 
these, it presents us with the image of one, like that under 
the Old Testament, resting in outward ordinances, and, by 
external rites, seeking to promote the propagation of the 
kingdom of God. This entire perversion of the original 
view of the Christian church was itself the origin of the 
whole system of the Boman Catholic religion, — the germ 
from which sprung the popery of the dark ages. 

We hold, indeed, no controversy with that class of 
Episcopalians who adhere to the Episcopal system above 
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mentioned as well adapted, in their opinion, to the exigen- 
cies of their church. We would live in harmony with 
them, notwithstanding their mistaken views of the true 
form of the church, provided they denounce not other systems 
of church government Biit the doctrine of the absolute 
necessity of the Episcopal as the only valid form of gov- 
ernment, and of the Episcopal succession of bishops above 
mentioned, in order to a participation in the gifts of the 
Spirit, all this we must regard as something foreign to 
the. true idea of. the Christian church. It is in direct con- 
flict with the spirit of protestantism ; and is the origin, 
not of the true Catholicism of the apostles, but of that 
of the Eomish church. When, therefore. Episcopalians 
disown, as essentially deficient in their ecclesiastical or- 
ganization, .other protestant churches which evidently have 
the spirit of Christ, it only remains for us to protest, in the 
strongest terms, against their setting up such a standard 
of perfection for the ChristiaCn church. Far be it from us, 
who began with Luther in the spirit, that we should now 
desire to be made perfect by the flesh. Gal. 3 : 3. 

' Dr. a. Neander. 
Berlin, April 28th, 1843. 
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SUMMARY VIEW. 



The Christian church derived its earliest form from a 
small society of believers, who were united together by no 
law but that of the love they felt to one another, and to their 
common Lord.^ After his ascension, they continued to 
meet, in singleness of heart, for the mutual interchange of 
sympathy and love, and for the worship of their Lord and 
Master. The government which, in process of time, the 
fraternity adopted for themselves, was free and volun- 
tary. Both their rites of worship and rules of govern- 
ment were few and simple. Each individual church 
possessed the rights and powers inherent in an independent 
popular assembly; or, to adopt the language of another, 
" The right to enact their laws, and the entire government 
of the church, was vested in each individual association of 
which the church was composed, and was exercised by the 
members of the same, in connection with their overseers 
and teachers, and, when the apostles were present, in com- 

1 Neander's Apost. Kirch., Vol. I, c. 1. Rothe, Anf^Lnge der Christ. Kirch., 
I, p. 141-2. 

3 



26 THE PEIMITIVE CHXTRCH. 

mon also with them."^ This general exposition of the 
government of the primitive church, it will be our business 
to illustrate and defend in the following pages. The 
course of our inquiries will lead us to examine the popular 
government of the apostolical and primitive church, to trace 
the gradual extinction of this form of government, and the 
rise of the Episcopal system; and to consider the simplicity 
of primitive worship in its several parts. 

The arguments for the popular government of the apos- 
tolical and primitive church may be arranged under the 
following heads. 

1. It harmonizes with the primitive simplicity of all 
forms of government. 

The multiplication of offices, the adjustment of the gra- 
dations of rank and power, and a complicated system of 
rites and forms, is the work of time. At first, the rules of 
government, however administered, are few and simple. 
The early Christians, especially, associating together in 
the confidence of mutual love, and uniting in sincerity of 
heart for the worship of God, may fairly be presumed to 
have had only a few conventional rules for the regulation 
of their fraternity, 

2. It is, perhaps, the only form of government which the 
church could safely have formed, at that time, under the 
Boman government. 

Without any established religion, this government tole- 
rated, indeed, different religious sects, and might have 
extended the same indulgence to the primitive Christians. 
But it looked with suspicion upon every organization of 
party or sect, as treason against the state, and punished 
with cruel jealousy every indication of a confederacy 

• Cited in Allgemeino Kirch. Zeitung, 1833. No. 103. 
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within the empire. The charge of treasonable intentions 
prevailed with the Roman governor against our Lord. 
And, by another Roman governor, a bloody persecution 
was soon commenced, under Trajan, A. D. 103, against 
the church, on the suspicion that it might be a secret 
society, formed for seditious purposes. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it is difficult to conceive how a diocesan 
consolidation of the churches established by the apostles, 
could have been effected without bringing down upon 
them the vengeance of the Roman government, to crush, 
at the outset, a coalition to them so obnoxious. Their 
apparently harmless and informal assemblies, and the total 
absence of all dependence or connection, one with another, 
was, according to Planck and many others, the means of 
saving the early churches so long and so extensively from 
the exterminating sword of Roman jealousy. 3 

Crevit occulto, velut arbor, aevo. 

3. Such an organization must have been formed, it 
would seem, in order to unite the discordant parties in the 
primitive churches. 

Here was the Jew, the Greek, the Roman, and Barbari- 
ans of every form of superstition ; converts, indeed, to faith 
in Christ, but with all their partialities and prejudices still. 
What but a voluntary principle, guaranteeing to all the 
freedom of a popular assembly, would unite these parties in 
one fraternity ? Our Lord himself employed no artificial 
bands to bind his followers together in a permanent body, 
and they were alienated from him upon the slightest offence. 
The apostles had still less to bind their adherents firmly to 
themselves. It required all their wisdom and address to 
reconcile the discordant prejudices of their converts, and 
unite them in harmonious fellowship one with another. 

> Gesellschafls-Verfass, T, pp. 40—^. 
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This difficulty met the apostles at the outset of their min- 
istry, in the murmuring of the Greeks against the Jews, 
that their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 
It was a continual trial, and heset them on every side, 
from the churches which they had formed. Under such 
circumstances, they assumed not the responsibility of 
settling these controversies by apostolical or Episcopal 
authority; but by their counsel and persuasion, they sought 
to obviate the prejudices of their brethren. Every thing 
relating to the interests of each church they left to be 
publicly discussed, and decided by mutual consent. In 
this manner they quieted these complaints of the Greeks 
respecting the distribution of alms. Acts 6 : 1 — 8. And 
such, no doubt, became their settled policy in their care of 
the churches. Even the apostles were not exempt from 
these infirmities and misunderstandings, and might have 
found no small difficulty in arranging among themselves a 
more artificial and complicated system of church govern- 
ment.4 

4. The same is inferred from the existence of popular 
rights and privileges in the early periods of the Christian 
church. 

It is known to every one at all acquainted with the early 
history of the church, that from the second century down 
to the final triumph of papacy, there was a strong and 
increasing tendency to raise and extend the authority of 
the clergy, and to curtail and depress that of the people. 
The fact is undeniable. But how shall it be explained ? 
If a prelatical form of organization was divinely appointed 
by Christ and his apostles, vesting in the clergy alone the 

* Shroeter und Klein; Far Christenthum Oppositionschrifl, I, p. 567. 
Siegel; Handbuch; 2, 455-6. Arnold's Wahre-Abbildung der Ersten Chrii- 
ten, B. II, c. 5; seq. Schoene, Geschichtsforschungen d. Kirch. Gebr&uch, 
1; p. 23^^. 
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right of government, and if the tide of clerical encroach- 
ment ran so steadily and strongly from the first, then it is 
inconceivable, how, under these circumstances, the doctrine 
of popular rights should ever have obtained such a footing 
in the church, as to maintain itself for centuries against 
the influences, so depressing, of a jealous and oppressive 
hierarchy. Had the doctrine of the popular rights been 
totally lost in the second and third centuries, this would by 
no means warrant the inference that such rights were 
unknown in the days of the apostles. They might have 
all been swept away by the irresistible tide of clerical 
influence and authority. But they were not lost. They 
were recognized even in the fourth and fifth centuries, and 
long after the hierarchy was established in connection with 
the state, and its authority enforced by the imperial power 
of Constantino and his successors. Were not the rights of 
the people established by Christ and the apostles ? Else 
how could they ever have come in and maintained their 
ground against the current that continually ran with such 
strength in the opposite direction ? 

6. A popular form of church government harmonizes 
with the spirit, the instructions, and the example of Christ. 

(a) With his spirit. He was of a meek and lowly 
mind, unostentatious and unassimiing. He shrank from 
the demonstrations of power, and refused the titles and 
honors that, at times, were pressed upon his acceptance. 
With such a spirit, that religious system must be congenial, 
which, without any parade of titles and of rank, has few 
offices, and little to excite the pride or tempt the ambition 
of man. 

(b) With his instructums. Ye know that the princes 
of ^e Gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that 
are great exercise authority upon them, but it shall not be 
so among you ; but whosoever will be great among you, 

3» 
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•let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your servant ; even as the Son of 
man came, not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many. Matt. 20 : 25 — ^28. 
Corop. Mark 10 : 42—45. 

(c) With his example. This was in perfect coinci- 
dence with his instructions, and a striking illustration of 
his spirit. His life was a pattern of humility, of untiring, 
unostentatious benevolence. He condescended to the con- 
dition of all, and, as one of the latest and most expressive 
acts of his life, washed, his disciples* feet, giving them an 
example for their imitation, as the servants 6f all men. 
Has such a spirit its just expression in a hierarchy^ which 
has often dishonored the religion of Christ by the display 
of princely pomp, and the assumption of regal and imperial 
power ? ^ 

.6. It equally accords with the spirit, the instructions, and 
the example of the apostles. 

{a) With their spirit. They had renounced their hopes 
of aggrandizement in the kingdom of Christ, and had 
imbibed much of his spirit. The world took knowledge of 
them that they had been with Jesus, and had learned of him, 
who was meek and lowly of heart. They account them- 
selves the least of all saints, and the servants of all. This 
spirit, it would seem, must be foreign and far from the 
distinctions of rank and of office, as . well as from the 
authority and power which are inherent in every form of 
the Episcopal system. 

{h) With thfiir instructions/ These were in coinci- 
dence with those of their Master. The servaiit of the 
Lord must not strive, but be gentle unto all men ; apt to 

^ The French infidels have an expression relating to our Saviour, which, 
though impious and profane, clearly indicates the nature of his instructioiui 
and example, — "Je9Ut Chrut, the great DemocratJ* 
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teach; patient (under injuries); in meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves. 2 Tim. 2: 24 — 25. Who 
then is Paul, and who is ApoUos, but ministers by whom 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every man ? 1 Cor. 
3 : 5. They disowned personal authority over the church, 
verses 14, 15; and instructed the elders not to lord it over 
God's heritage, but to be examples to the flock. 1 Pet. 5: 3. 
If, in the discharge of his ministry, one has occasion to 
reprove sin in an elder, this he is charged, before God and 
the elect angels, to do with all circumspection, without 
prejudice or partiality. 1 Tim. 5 : 21. 

(c) With their example. This is the best comment 
upon their instructions, and the clearest indication of that 
organization which the church received at their hands. 
They exercised, indeed, a controlling influence over the 
several churches which they established, just as an Ameri- 
can missionary does in organizing his Christian converts 
into a church, while he constitutes them a popular assem- 
bly under a Congregational or Presbyterian form. In like 
manner, it is observable, that the apostles studiously 
declined the exercise of prelatical or Episcopal authority.^ 
But the control which they at first exercised in managing 
the aflairs of the church was no part of their office. It was 
only a temporary expedient, resulting from the necessity 
of the case. Accordingly, they carefully disclaimed the 
official exercise of all clerical authority, and as soon as the 
circumstances of the churches would admit, they submitted 
to each the administration of its own government. In 
this manner, they gave to the churches the character of 
voluntary, deliberative assemblies, invested with the rights 



^ Planck, Gesellschafls-verfass., 1, p. 39. Spittlers, Can. Recht, c. 1, $ 3. 
PertBchy Can. Recht, c. 1, $ 5-8. Siegel, Kirchliche Verfassungsformen, 
in Handbuch, II, p. 466. Pertsch, Kirch., Hist., Vol. I. pp. 166—170, 362 
-370. 
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and privileges of religious liberty. This important feet is 
manifest in the following particulars. 

(a) They addressed the members of the church as 
brethren and sisters, and fellow-laborers. I would not have 
you ignorant, brethren, that oftentimes, I purposed to come 
unto you. Rom. 1 : 13. And I, brethren, when I came 
unto you, came not in excellency of speech. 1 Cor. 2 : 1. 
I commend unto you Phebe, our sister. Rom. 16: 1. 
The same familiar, affectionate style of address runs 
through all the epistles, showing in what consideration the 
apostles held all the members of the church. " The apos- 
tles severally were very far from placing themselves in a 
relation that bore any analogy to a mediating priesthood* 
In this respect they always placed themselves on a footing 
of equality. If Paul assured them of his intercessory 
prayers for them, he in return requested their prayers for 
himself.""^ 

(P) The apostles remonstrate with the church as with 
brethren, instead of rebuking them authoritatively. Now 
I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be 
no divisions among you. 1 Cor. 1: 10. Furthermore, 
then, we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you. 1 Thess. 
4 : 1. My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. James 
2 : 1. They spoke not by ccymmaTtdrnenti but in the lan- 
guage of mutual counsellors. 1 Cor. 11: 13 — 16.® 

(y) They treated with the church as an independent 
body, competent to judge and act for themselves. They 
appealed to their judgment personally. 1 Cor. 11 : 13 — 16. 
1 Thess. 5 : 21. They reported their own doings to the 

7 Neander; Apostol. Kirch., 1, p. 161, 3d edit 3 and in the sequel much 
more to the same effect. 

8 Comp. Socrates, Hist. EccL; Lib. 5, c. 22. 
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church, as if amenable to that body, Acts 11: 1 — 18. 14: 
26, 27, and exhorted the brethren to hold their teachers 
imder their watch and discipline. Rom. 16 : 17. 

(d) They exhorted the churches to deeds of charity 
and benevolence ; but submitted to each the disposal of his 
goods and his charities. Acts 6:4. 11: 29, 30, &c. 1 
Cor. 16 : 1, seq. 2 Cor. 9, 1, seq. 

(e) They addressed their epistles, not to the pastors of 
the churches, but to the churches, or to the churches and 
pastors collectively, giving precedence even in some 
instances to the church« Phil. 1: 1. Even the epistles 
which treat of controverted ecclesiastical matters, are 
addressed, not to the bishops and presbyters, but to the 
whole dody of believers, indicating that the decision belonged 
to them. Had it been otherwise, would not such instruc- 
tions and advice have been given to the ministers of the 
churches ? ^ 

(5) They recognize the right of the church to send out 
their own religious teachers and messengers, as they might 
have occasion. Acts. 11 : 19 — 24; 15: 32, 33. 2 Cor. 
8 : 23. Phil. 2 : 25. 1 Cor. 16 : 3, 4. These deputations, 
and the power of sending them, indicate the independent 
authority of the church. 

(17) They united with the church in mutual consultation 
upon doubtful questions. The brethren took part in the 
dissension with Peter, for having preached unto the Gen- 
tiles. Acts 11 : 1 — 18. The apostles united with them 
in the discussion of the question respecting circumcision, 
which was submitted to them by the delegation from 
Antioch, and the result was published in the name of the 
apostles and the brethren, jointly. Acts 15 : 1, seq. 

{0) They submitted to the church the settlement of 
their own difficulties. The appointment of the seven 

• Comp. Ep. Clem, and Euseb., h. e. Lib. 4, c. 16. Lib. 5, c. 1, c. 24. 
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deacons, to obviate the murmurs of the Greeks, was made 
at the suggestion of the apostles, but the election was 
wholly the act of the church. Acts 6: 1 — 6. The 
apostles refused any authoritative arbitration in the case, 
and required them to choose arbitrators among themselves 
to settle their own litigations. 1 Cor. 6 : 1. 

(*) They entrusted the church, also, with the important 
right of 'electing their own officers. As in the case of 
the seven deacons, which we have just stated ; the apos- 
tles refused even the responsibility of supplying, in their 
own number, the place of the traitor Judas, but submitted 
the choice to the assembly of the disciples. Acts 1 : 
15, seq. In this connection should the appointment of 
elders. Acts, 14 : 23, also be mentioned, as may hereafter 
appear. 

(x) The apostles submitted to the church the discipline 
of its members ; as in the case of the incestuous person, 
who was excommunicated and afterwards restored to the 
cliurch by that body. « The relations of presbyters to the 
church was not that of rulers with monarchical powers, 
but of the officers of an ecclesiastical republic. In all 
things they were to act in connection with the church, 
and to perform their duties as the servants, and not the 
Idrds of the church. The apostles recognized the same 
relation. They addressed their epistles, not to the officers 
of the church, but to the whole body, when treating not 
merely of doctrinal points, but of moral duties and of 
church discipline. The apostle Paul, when speaking of 
the excommunication of the incestuous person at Corinth, 
regards himself as united in spirit with the whole 
church, 1 Cor. 5:4; thus indicating the principle, that their 
co-operation was required in all such cases of general 
interest." 10 

w Meander's Allgem. Gesch.,!, p. aW, 2d ed. 
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The churches, therefore, which were planted by the 
apostles, were under their sanction organized as inde- 
pendent popular assemblies, with power to elect officers, 
adopt rules, administer discipline, and to do all those acts 
which belong to such deliberative bodi^. 

7. The popular government of the jprimitive church 
is apparent from its analogy to the Jewish synagogue. 

This and each of the following articles, under this head, 
will be the subjects of consideration in another place. 
They are assumed as so many separate heads of argument- 
ation, so far as they may appear to be founded in truth. 
Comp. Chap. 11. 

8. The primitive churches were severally independent 
bodies, in Christian fellowship, but having no confederate 
relations one toward another. 

"The power of enacting laws," says Mosheim, '^of 
appointing teachers and ministers, and of determining con- 
troversies, was lodged in the people at large ; nor did the 
apostles, though invested with divine authority, either . 
resolve or sanction any thing whatever, " without the 
knowledge and concurrence of the general body of .Chris- 
tians, of which the church was composed." *i Comp. 
Chap. in. 

9. These churches each enjoyed the inherent right 
of every independent body, that of choosing their own 
officers. 

This right, which, as we have seen, belonged to the apos^ 
tolical churches, was perpetuated in the churches through 
the ages inmiediately following. Comp. Chap. IV. 

« 

" De Rebus Christ., See., ( 1 ; 37. To the same effect, also, is the anthoritj 
of Meander, Aport.Kii€h., pp. i;i6i, 201, 214y 3d od. . . * . 
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10. As in the apostolical, so in the primitive churches 
the right of discipline was vested, not in the clergy, but in 
each church collectively. ^^ 

Even the officers of the church were subject to the 
authority of the same. Clement recognizes this authority 
in his epistle to the Corinthians.^3 Comp. Chap. V. 

11. The appropriate officers were two-fold, deacons, 
and pastors. These pastors were denominated indiscrim- 
inately bishops, overseers, and elders, presbyters, and were 
at first identical and equal. Comp. Chap. VI. 

The government of the church was the peculiar office 
of such overseers, the bishops or presbyters. It was their 
business to watch over the general order, — to maintain the 
purity of the Christian doctrine and of Christian practice, — 
to guard against abuses, — to admonish the faulty, — and to 
guide the public deliberations ; as appears from the passages 
in the New Testament where their functions are described. 
But their government by no means excluded the peirticipa- 
tion of the whole church in the management of their com- 
mon concerns, as may be inferred from what we have 
already remarked respecting the nature of Christian com- 
munion, and is also evident from many individual examples 
in the apostolical churches. The whole church at Jerusa- 
lem took part in the deliberations respecting the relation of 
the Jewish and Gentile Christians to each other, and the 
epistle drawn up after these deliberations was likewise in 

IS Primo omnibus ecclesiae membris jus eligendi pastores et diaconos 
erat. Communicatio erat quaedam inter varios coetus christianos vel 
ecclesias ; literae quas altera acceperat altcri legendae mittebantur. Pe- 
cunias ad pauperes sublevandos ecclesia ecclesiae donabat. De rebus fidei 
disciplinae jam apostoli deliberaverunt. Quaequae ecclesia exercebat 
jus ezcommunicandi eos qui doctrinae et vitae christianae renunciaverant, 
eoeque recipiendi quorum poenitentia et mentis mutatio constabat Sic 
prima christianorum ecclesia libertatc, concordia, sanctitate floruit 
Sack Comment; ad Theol. Inst.; p. 141. 

IS Epist. $ 54, comp. 44. Also Pertsch. Kirch., Hist. 1, 362. 
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the name of the whole church. The epistles of the apos- 
tle Paul, which treat of various controverted ecclesiasti- 
cal matters, are addressed to whole churches, and he 
assumes that the decision belonged to the whole body. 
Had it been otherwise, would he hot have addressed his in- 
structions and advice, principally at least, to the overseers 
of the church ? When a licentious person belonging to the 
church at Corinth is to be excoinmunicated, the apostle 
treats it as a measure that ought to proceed from the 
whole society; and places himself, therefore, in spirit 
among them, to unite with them in passing judgment ;^ 
1 Cot. 5: 3 — 5. Also, when discoursing of the settlement 
of litigations, the apostle does not affirm that it properly 
belonged to the overseers of the church ; but if this had 
been the prevalent custom, he would no doubt have referred 
to it ; what he says seems rather to imply that it was usual, 
in particular instances, to select arbitrators from among the 
members of the church, 1 Cor. 6 : 5.^^ 

Greiling, after going through with an examination of the- 
government of the apostolical churches, gives the following 
summary. " In the age of the apostles, there was no primate 
of the churches, but the entire equality of brethren prevailed. 
They themselves exercised no kind of authority or power 
over the churches ; but styled themselves their helpers and 
servants. The settlement of controverted points, the adop- 
tion of new rites, the discipline of the church, the election 
of presbyters, and even the election of an apostle, was 
submitted to the church, and done with their concurrence, 
and in their name. The principle on which the apostlea 
proceeded was, that the churchy that is, the elders and the 
members of the church unitedly, were the depositaries of 
all their social rights, and that ru) others could exercise this 
right but those to whom the church might entrust it, and wha 

i< Neander, Apoet. Kirch., I, pp. 1, 201. Comp. alio, p. 214. 
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were accordingly amenable to the church. Even the apos- 
tles, though next to Christ himself, invested with the highest 
authority, assumed no superiority over the presbyters, but 
treated them as brethren, and styled themselves fellow- 
presbyters, — thus recognizing them as associates in office." ^^ 

Finally, the worship of the primitive churches was 
remarkable for its freedom and simplicity. Their religious 
rites were few and simple ; and restrained by no compli- 
cated ritual, or prescribed ceremonials. This point is con- 
sidered, at length, in a subsequent part of the work. 

The government was throughout wholly popular. Every 
church adopted its own regulations, and enacted its own 
laws. These laws were administered by officers elected 
by the church. No one church was dependent upon 
another. They, were represented in synod by their own 
delegates. Their discipline was ^dihinistered, not by the- 
clergy, but by the people or the . church collectively. : And 
even after ordination became the exclusive right of tl^^ 
bishop, no one was permitted to preach to any congregation, 
who was not sufficiently approved, and duly accepted by 
the congregatidn ; and all their religious worship was con- 
ducted on the 'Same principles of freedom and equality. 

Such was the organization of the Christian church in its 
primitive simplicity and purity. The national peculiarities 
of the Jewish and Gentile converts, in some degree, mod- 
ified individual churches, but the form of government was 
substantially the same in all. We claim not, indeed, for it 
authority absolutely imperative and divine, to the exclvision 
of every oth^r system, but it. has, we must believe, enough 
•of precept, of precedent, and of principle, to give if a 
sanction truly apostolic. Its advantages and practical re- 
sults justly claim an attentive consideration. 

»ApoftoL Chris^ngeineiaeB. Halbentidt, 1819. 



CHAPTER II, 

THE PRIMITIVE CHURCHES FORMED AFTER THE MODEL 

OF THE JEWISH SYNAGOGUE. 

The apostles and the first disciples were Jews, who». 
after their conversion, retained all the prejudices and par- 
tialities of their nation. They observed still all the rites 
of their religion ; and, firmly believing that salvation by 
Christ belonged only to the circumcision, they refused 
the ministry of reconciliation to the Gentiles. All their 
national peculiarities led them to conform the Christian 
to the Jewish church. 

With the temple service and the Mosaic ritual, however, 
Christianity had no affinity. The sacrificial- ofierings pf 
the temple, and the Lievitical priesthood^ it abolished. Bii^ 
in the synagogue worship, the followers of Chrisi found a 
more congenial institution. It invited them to the reading 
of the Scriptures, and to prayer. It gave them liberty of 
speech in exhortation, and in worshipping and praising 
God. The rules and government of the synagogue, while 
they ofi^red little, comparatively, to excite the pride, of 
office and of power, commended themselves the more to 
the humble believer in Christ. The synagogue was en- 
deared to the devout Jew by sacred associations and tender 
recollections. It was near at hand,' and not, like the 
temple, afar off. He went but seldom up to Jerusalem, and 
only on great occasions joined in the rites of the temple 
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service. But in the synagogue he paid his constant devo- 
tions to the God of his fathers. It met his eye in every 
place. It was constantly before him, and from infancy to 
hoary age, he was accustomed to repair to that hallowed 
place of worship, to listen to the reading of his sacred 
books, to pray and sing praises unto the God of Israel. 
In accordance with pious usage, therefore, the apostles 
continued to frequent the synagogues of the Jews. 
Wherever they went, they resorted to these places of wor- 
ship, and strove to convert their brethren to faith in Christ, 
not as a new religion, but as a modification of their own. 

In their own religious assemblies they also conformed, 
as far as was consistent with the spirit of the Christian 
religion, to the same rites, and gradually settled upon a 
church organization which harmonized, in a remarkable 
manner, with that of the Jewish synagogue. They even 
retained the same name, as the appellation of their Christian 
assemblies. "If there come into your assembly, aiivaytay^^ 
if there come into your synagogue, a man with a gold ring, 
&c." James 2: 2. Compare also Imuwa'^fa'^^v, Heb. 
10 : 25. Their modes of worship were, substantially, the 
same as those of the synagogue. The titles of their 
officers they also borrowed from the same source. The 
titles. Bishop, Pastor, Presbyter, &c., were all familiar to 
them as synonymous terms, denoting the same class of 
officers in the synagogue. Their duties and prerogatives 
remained, in substance, the same in the Christian church 
as in that of the Jews. 

So great was this similarity between the primitive 
Christian churches and the Jewish synagogues, that by 
the Pagan nations they were mistaken for the same institu- 
tions. Pagan historians uniformly treated the primitive 
Christians as Jews.i As such, they suffered under the 

» Vitringa De Synagog,,Vct Prolegom., pp. 3, 4. 
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persecutions of their idolatrous rulers. These, and many 
other particulars that might be mentioned, are sufRcient to 
show, that the ecclesiastical polity of the Jewish synagogue 
was very closely copied by the apostles and primitive 
Christians in the organization of their assemblies. 

In support of the foregoing statements, authorities, to 
any extent, and of the highest chsuracter, might easily be 
adduced. Let the following, however, suffice, from Nean- 
der, who is generally acknowledged to be more profoundly 
skilled in the history of the Christian church than any 
other man now living. "The disciples had not yet 
attained a clear understanding of that call, which Christ 
had already given them by so many intimations, to form a 
church entirely separated from the existing Jewish econo- 
my; to that economy they adhered as much as possible ; 
all the forms of the national theocracy were sacred in their 
esteem ; it seemed the natural element of their religious 
consciousness, though a higher principle of life had been 
imparted, by which that consciousness was to be progres- 
sively inspired and transformed. They remained out- 
wardly Jews, although, in proportion as their faith in Jesus 
as the Redeemer became clearer and stronger, they would 
inwardly cease to be Jews, and all external rites would 
assume a difierent relation to their internal life. It was 
their belief that the existing religious forms would continue 
till the second coming of Christ, when a new and higher 
order of things would be established, and this great change 
they expected would shortly take place. Hence the estab- 
lishment of a distinct mode of worship was far from enter- 
ing their thoughts. Although new ideas respecting the 
essence of true worship arose in their minds from the light 
of faith in the Redeemer, they felt as great an interest in 
the temple worship as any devout Jews. They believed, 
however, that a sifting would take place among the mem- 
bers of the theocracy, and that the better part would, by 

4* 
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the acknowledgment of Jesus as the Messiah, be incorpo- 
rated with the Christian community. As the believers, in 
opposition to the mass of the Jewish nation who remained 
hardened in their unbelief, now formed a community inter- 
nally bound together by the one faith in Jesus as the 
Messiah, and by the consciousness of the higher life 
received from him, it was necessary that this internal 
union should assume a certain external form. And a 
model for such a smaller community within the great 
national theocracy already existed among the Jews, along 
with the temple worship, namely, the synagogues. The 
means of religious edification which they supplied, took 
account of the religious welfare of all, and consisted of 
united prayers and the addresses of individuals who 
applied themselves to the study of the Old Testament. 
These means of edification closely corresponded to the 
nature of the new Christian worship. This form of socisd 
worship, as it was copied in all the religious communities 
founded on Judaism (such as the Essenes), was also 
adopted, to a certain extent, at the first formation of the 
Christian church. But it may be disputed, whether the 
apostles, to whom Christ committed the chief direction of 
afiairs, designed from the first that believers should form a 
society exactly on the model of the synagogue, and, in 
pursuance of this plan, instituted particular offices for the 
government of the church corresponding to that model — or 
whether, without such a preconceived plan, distinct offices 
were appointed, as circumstances required, in doing which 
they would avail themselves of the model of the synagogue 
with which they were familiar." ^ The latter supposition 
is forcibly advocated by Neander,^ who proceeds to say, 
" Hence, we are disposed to believe, that the church was at 
first composed entirely of members standing on an equality 

s Apost Kirch., 3d edit, p. 4. Comp. 179, 198. 
9 Comp., also, Rothe, AnflUige, p. 163. Note. 
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one with another, and that the apostles alone held a higher 
rank, and exercised a directing influence over the whole, 
which arose from the original position in which Christ had 
placed them in relation to other believers; so that the 
whole arrangement and administration of the afiairs of the 
church proceeded from them, and they were first induced 
by particular circumstances to appoint other church officers, 
as in the instance of deacons. ""* To the same effect is abo 
Neander's account of this subject in his Church History, 
where he shows that this organization of Christian churches 
was the most natural under existing circumstances, and the 
most acceptable, not only to Jewish converts, but to those who 
were gathered from the subjects of the Roman government.* 
If the reader require other authority on this subject, he has 
only to examine Vitringa, De Synagoga Vetere, especially 
his third book, to say nothing of Seldcn, Lightfoot, and 
many others. Vitringa himself has fully sustained the 
bold title which he gives to his immortal work, — " Three 
books on the ancient Synagogue ; in which it is demon- 
strated, that the form of government and of the ministry in 
the synagogue was transferred to the Christian church." 

It is gratifying to observe, that these views of the 
great Lutheran historian are fully avowed by Archbishop 
Whately with his usual independence and candor. " It is 
probable that one cause, humanly speaking, why we find 
in the Sacred Books less information concerning the 
Christian ministry and the constitution of church-govern- 
ments than we otherwise might have found, is that these 
institutions had less of ncycelty than some would at first 
sight suppose, and that many portions of them did not 
wholly originate with the apostles. It appears highly 
probable, — I might say, morally certain, — that wherever a 
Jewish, synagogue existed, that was brought, — the whole, 

* P. 44. Comp. 196, seq. So, also, Rothe, AnfUnge, p. 146 — 148. 
B Kirchen. Gesch., I, p. 183—185. 
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or the chief part of it, — ^to embrace the gospel, the apostles 
did not, there, so much form a Christian church (or con* 
gregation,* ecclesia), as make an existing congregation 
Christian; by introducing the Christian sdcraments and 
worship, and establishing whatever regulations were requi- 
site for the newly-adopted faith; leaving the machinery 
(if I may so speak) of government unchanged; the "rulers 
of synagogues, elders, and other officers (whether spiritual 
or ecclesiastical, or both), being already provided in the 
existing institutions. And it is likely that several of the 
earliest Christian churches did originate in this way; that 
is, that they were converted synagogiies ; which became 
Christian churches as soon as the members, or the main 
part of the mem'bers, acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah. 
'* The attempt to effect this conversion of a Jevnsh. syna- 
gogue into a Christian church, seems always to have been 
made, in the first instance, in every place where there was 
an opening for it. Even after the call of the. idolatrous 
Gentiles, it appears plainly to have been the practice of the 
apostles Paul and Barnabas,! when they came to apy city 

* The word " cangregationy" as it stands in our version of the Old Tes- 
tament (and it is one of very frequent occurrence in the Books of Moses), 
k found to correspond, in the Septua^nt, which was familiar to the New* 
Testament writers, to ecdeaia; the word which, in our version of these 
last, is always rendered — ^not " congregation/' but "church." This, or its 
equivalent, " kirk," is probably no other than " circle 5'' i, e., assemblj, 

t These seem to be the first who are emiployed in converting the idolth 
troiu Gentiles to Christianity,* and their first considerable harvest among 
these seems to have been at Antioch in Pisidia, as may be seen by any one 
who attentively reads the 13th chapter of Acts. Peter was sent to Corne- 
lius, a "devout" Gentile ;— one of those who had renounced idolatry, and 
firequented the 83rnagogues. And these seem to have been regarded by 
him as in an especial manner his particular charge. His epistles appear 
to have been addressed to them, as may be seen both by the general tenor 
of his expression,! and especially in the opening address, which is not (aa 
would appear from our version) to the dispersed Jews, but to the " so- 
journers of the dispersion," naqBTtid'/ifiovg y dia(mogag,i,€, the devout 
OtrUUet living among the "dispersion." 

* See Bairington's Miscellanea Sacnu t See flhids's History, YoL IL 
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in which there was a synagogue, to go thither first and 
deliver their sacred message to the Jews and * devout (or 
proselyte) Gentiles;' — ^according to their own expression 
(Acts 13 : 17), to the * men of Israel and those that feared 
God:' adding, that *it was necessary that the word of 
God should first be preached to them.' And when they 
founded a church in any of those cities in which (and such 
were, probably, a very large majority) there was no Jewish 
synagogue that received the gospel, it is likely they would 
still conform, in a great measure, to the same model."® 

It is, then, an admitted fact, as clearly settled as any 
thing can be by human authority, that the primitive Chris- 
tians, in the organization of their assemblies, formed them 
after the model of the Jewish synagogue. They discarded 
the splendid ceremonials of the temple-service, and retained 
the simple rites of the synagogue worship. They disowned '- 
the hereditary aristocracy of the Levitical priesthood,"' and 
adopted the popular government of the synagogue. ^ 

We are here presented with an important fact in the 
organization of the primitive churches, strongly illustrative 
of the popular character of their constitution and govern- 
ment. The synagogue was, essentially, a popular assem- 
bly, invested with the rights and possessing the powers 
which are essential to the enjoyment of religious liberty. 
Their government was voluntary, elective, free; and 
administered by rulers or elders elected by the people. 
The ruler of the synagogue was the moderator of the 
college of elders, but only primus inter pares, holding no 
official rank above them.^ The people, as Vitringa has 

« Kingdom of Christ, pp. 8^—86. 

' The prelatical reference of the Christian ministry to the Levitical / 
priesthood is a device of a later age, though it has been common from the 
time of Cyprian downward to the present time. 

8 Totum regimen ecclesiasticum conformatum fuit ad synogogarum 
exemplar. Hugo Grotius, Comment., ad Act. 11 : 30. 

» Vitringa, De Vet. Syn., L. 3, c. 16. 
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shown,!** appointed their own officers to rule over them. 
They exercised the natural right of freemen to enact and 
execute their own laws, — ^to admit proselytes, — and to 
exclude, at pleasure, unworthy members from their com- 
munion. Theirs was " a democratical form of government,^^ 
and is so described by one of the most able expounders 
of the constitution of the primitive churches.!^ Like their 
prototvpe, therefore, the primitive churches also embodied 
Ae prirciple of a popuJ govemment and of enlightened 
religious liberty. 

w Comp. Vitringa, De Synagoga, Lib. 3, p. 1, c. 15. pp. 828—863. mhil 
actum absque ecclesia [i. e. the synagogue] quae in publico consulta est, 

et quidem hac ipsa formula CD3^ 7]^ JUH'.sive S$to?, quam in.vetero 
ecclesia in eligendis episcopis adhibitam meminimus, p. 829. In vita 
Josephi publica omnia ibi tractari videmus in synagoga, consuUo popula, 
p. 832. 

11 Kbthe, AnfUnge, der Christ. Kirch., p. 14. 



CHAPTER m. 

INDEPENDENCE OF THE FRIMnlVE CHURCHES. 

Ths churches which were established by the apostles 
and their disciples exhibit a remarkable degree of unanimity 
one towards another. One in fJEuth and the fellowship of 
loye, they were imited in spirit as different members of 
one body, or as brethren of the same family. ^ This \mioa 
and fellowship of spirit the apostles carefully promoted 
among all the churches. But they instituted no external 
form of union or confederation between those of different 
towns or provinces; nor, within the first century of the 
Christian era can any trace of such a confederacy, whether 
diocesan or Toluntary, be .detected on the page of history. 
The diocesan, metropolitan and patriarchal forms of oi^^- 
ization belong to a later age. The idea of a holy catholic 
church, one and indivisible, had not yet arisen upon the 
world, nor had the church assumed any outward form of 
unioii. Wherever converts to Christianity were multiplied 
they formed themselves into a church, under the guidance 
of their religious teachers^ for the enjoyment of Christian 
ordinances. But each individual church constituted an 
independent and sq)arate community. The society was 
purely voluntary, and every church so constituted was 
strictly independent of all others in the conduct of its 

U Cor. 12: 12,13. £ph.2:2Q. 4:3. 



48 THE PRIMITIVE CHUECH. 

worship, the admission of its members, the exercise of its 
discipline, the choice of its officers and the entire manage- 
ment of its affairs. They were, in a word, independent 
republics, as Mosheim and Neander justly describe them. 
" Each individual church which had a bishop or presbyter 
of its own, assumed to itself the form and rights of a little 
distinct republic or commonwealth ; and with regard to its 
internal concerns was wholly regulated by a code of laws, 
that if they did not originate with, had at least received 
the sanction of the people constituting such church." 
This is said with special reference to the earliest churches. ^ 
" In regard to the relations of the presbyters to the churches, 
they were appointed, not to exercise Unlimited authority, but 
to act as the leaders and rulers of ecclesiastical republics, 
to transact every thing in connection with the church, not 
as lords of the same, but as its servants." 3 The opinion 
of these great historians of the church, in respect to the 
independent, popular character of the government of the 
primitive churches, is sufficiently obvious in these passages. 
Particular neighboring churches may for various reasons 
have sustained peculiar fraternal relations to each other. 
Local and other circumstances may, in time, have given 
rise to correspondence between churches more remote, or 
to mutual consultations by letter and by delegates, as in 
the instance of the churches at Antioch and Jerusalem, 
Acts 15, and of Corinth and Rome ; * but no established 
jurisdiction was exercised by one over the other, nor did 
any settled relations subsist between them. The church 
at Jerusalem, with the apostles and elders, addressed the 
church at Antioch, not in the language of authority, but of 
advice. Nor does all ancient history, sacred or profane, 
relating to this early period, record a single instance in 

< Mosheim, De Rebus Christ, S&ec. 11, $ 22. 
' r^eander, AUgemein. Gesch., 1, 291, 2. 

< See £pi8t]e of Clement of Rome, to the Corinthiana. 
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which ooe church presumed to impose laws of its own 
upon another. 

This independence of the churches, one of another, is 
fully and clearly presented hy Mosheim. " Although all 
the churches were, in this first age of Christianity, imited 
together in one conmion bond of faith and love, and were, 
in every respect, ready to promote the interest and welfieure 
of each other by a reciprocal interchange of good offices, 
yet, with regard to government and internal economy, every 
individual church considered itself as an independent com- 
munity, none of them ever looking beyond the circle of its 
own members for assistance, or recognizing any sort of exter- 
nal influence or authority. Neither in the New Testament, 
nor in any ancient document whatever, do we find any 
thing recorded, from whence it might be inferred that any 
of the minor churches were at all dependent on, or looked! 
up for direction to, those of greater magnitude or conse- 
quence. On the contrary, several things occur therein 
which put it out of all doubt, that every one of them 
enjoyed the same- rights, and was considered as being on 
a footing of the. most perfect equality with the rest. 
Indeed it cannot, I will not say be proved, but even be 
made to appear probable, from testimony human or divine, 
that in this age it was the practice for several churches to 
enter into and maintain among themselves, that sort of 
association which afterwards came to subsist among the 
diurches of almost every province. I allude to their 
assembling by their bishops, at stated pejiods, for the pur- 
pose of enacting general laws, and* determining any ques- 
tions or controversies that might arise respecting divine- 
matters. It is not until the second century, that any traces 
of that sort of association from whence councils took their 
origin are to be perceived ; when we find them occurring 
here and there, some of them tolerably clear and distinct, 
others again but slight and ffdnt, which seems plainly to prove 
5 
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that the practice arose subsequently to the times of the 
apostles, and that all that is urged concerning the councils 
of the first century and the divine authority of councils, is 
sustained merely by the most uncertain kind of support, 
namely, the practice and opinion of more recent times." ^ 

Indications of this original independence are distinctly 
manifested even after the rise of Episcopacy. Every bishop 
had the right to form his own liturgy and creed, and to 
settle at pleasure his own time and mode of celebrating 
the religious festivals. ^ Cyprian strongly asserts the 
right of every bishop to make laws for his own church. 
Socrates assigns this original independence of the bishops 
as the principal cause of the endless controversies in the 
church, respecting the observance of Easter and other 
festivals.''' 

But we need not enlarge. Nothing in the history of the 
primitive churches is more incontrovertible, than the fact of 
their absolute independence one of another. It is attested 
by the highest historical authorities, and appears to be 
generally conceded by Episcopal authors themselves. " At 
first," says the learned Dr. Barrow, " every church was 
settled apart under its own bishops and presbyters, so as 
independently and separately to manage its own concerns. 
Each was governed by its own head and had its own 
laws." 8 

" Every church," according to Dr. Burton, " had its own 
spiritual head or bishop, and was independent of every 
other church, with respect to its ovm internal regulations 
and laws. There was, however, a connexion, more or 
less intimate, between neighboring churches, which was 

B De Rebus, Christ. Saec, I, $48. 
9 Greiling, Apostol. Christengemein., p. 16. 
7 £ccle8. Hist.; Lib. 5, c. 22. 

• Treatise on Pope's Supremacy, Works, Vol. I, p. 662. Comp. King's 
Prim. Chrift, c. 12, p. 14, also 136. 
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a consequence, in some degree, of the geographical or 
civil divisions of the empire. Thus the churches of one 
province, such as Achaia, Egypt, Cappadocia, 6cc., formed 
a kind of union, and the bishop of the capital, particularly 
if his see happened to be of apostolic foundation, acquired 
a precedence in rank and dignity over the rest. This 
superiority was often increased by the bishop of the capi- 
tal (who was called, in later times, the metropolitan) 
having actually planted the church in smaller and more 
distant places; so that the mother-church, as it might 
literally be termed, continued to feel a natural and pa- 
rental regard for the churches planted by itself. These 
churches, however, were wholly independent in matters 
of internal jurisdiction ; though it was likely that there 
would be a resemblance, in points even of slight import- 
ance, between churches of the same province." 

Riddle's account of this subject is as follows : — " The 
apostles or their representatives exercised a general super- 
intendence over the churches by divine authority, attested 
by miraculous gills. The subordinate government of each 
particulai church was vested in itself; that is to say, the 
whole body elected its ministers and officers, and was con- 
sulted concerning all matters of importance. All churches 
were independent of each other, but were united by the 
bonds of holy charity, sympathy and friendship."^ 

Similar views are also expressed by Archbishop Whate- 
ly. " Though there was one Lord, one faith, one bap- 
tism, for all of these, yet they were each a distinct, 
independent community on earth, united by the common 
principles on which they were founded by their mutual 
agreement, affection and respect ; but not having any one 
recognized head on earth, or acknowledging any sove- 
reignty of one of those societies over others. Each 

9 Chronology, Begiimiiig of Second Century. 
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bishop driginally presided over one .entire church."^® 
Now what, according to these Episcopal concessions, was 
the bishop at first, but the pastor of a single church, a 
parochial bishop, exercising only the- jurisdiction, and en- 
joying the rights of an independent Congregational min- 
ister ? But more of this hereafter. 

Several of the ancient churches firmly asserted and 
maintained their original religious liberty, by refusing to 
acknowledge the authority of the ancient councils, for a 
long time after the greater part of the churches had sub- 
jected themselves to the authority of these confederacies. 
The church in Africa, for example, and some of the Eastern 
churches, although they adopted the custom of holding 
councils, and were in correspondence with these churches, 
declined entering into any grand Christian confederation 
with them ; and, for a long time, remained inflexibly tena- 
cious of their own just liberty and independence. This 
their example is an effectual argument in refatation of 
those who pretend that these councils were divinely ap- 
pointed and had, jure divino, authority over the churches. 
Who can suppose that these churches would have asserted 
their independence so sternly, against an institution ap- 
pointed by our Lord or his apostles ? ^^ 

The independence of the churches, then, is conceded 
even by Episcopalians themselves. It has both the sanc- 
tion of apostolical precedent, and the concurring authority 
of ecclesiastical writers, ancient and modem. This of 
itself is a point strongly illustrative of the religious freedom 

»o Kingdom of Christ. N. Y., 1842; p. 110, 136. 

iiEven the council of Nice, in treating of the authority of the metropolitan 
bishops of Rome, Antioch and Alexandria, rest the dignity and authority 
of these prelates, not on any divine right, but solely on ancient usage. 
Td d^/otia IOtj xqaielna^ &c., ^neid'^ xal tw kv trj Pihfiri Ima- 
x6.T(f) uivrjdegy icrilv, Can. 6. Comp. Du. Pin, Antiq. Eccel. Disciplina. 
Diss. 1., $ 7. Mosheim, De Rebui Christ. State,, II., $ 23, Note. 
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which was the basis of their original polity. This inde- 
pendence of particular churches is the great central princi- 
ple, the original element, of their popular constitution and 
government. It vests the authority and power of each 
church in its own members collectively. It guards their 
rights. It guarantees to them the elective franchise, and 
gives them the enjoyment of religious liberty, under a 
government administered by the voice of the majority, or 
delegated at pleasure to their representatives. The consti- 
tution of the churches, and their mutual relations, may not 
have been precisely Congregational or Presbyterian, but 
they involved the principles of the religious freedom and 
the popular rights which both are designed to protect. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



ELECTIONS BY THE CHURCH. 



The right of suflGrage was, from the beginning, enjoyed 
in the Christian church. The first public act of this body 
was a formal recognition and a legitimate exercise of this 
right. First in importance among their popukr rights, 
they maintained it with greater constancy than any other 
against the usurpations of prelatical power, and resigned 
it last of all into the hands of their spiritual oppressors. 
The subject of the following chapter leads us to consider, 

I. The evidence that the right of sufiirage was enjoyed 
by the primitive church. 

II. The time and means of the extinction of this right. 

I. The members of the primitive church enjoyed the 
right of electing, by a popular vote, their own officers and 
teachers. The evidence in support of this position is 
derived from the writings of the apostles and of the early 
fathers. In the former, we have on record instances of the 
election of an apostle, and of deacons, delegates and pres- 
byters of the church, each by a popular vote of that body. 
From the latter, we learn that the church continued for 
several centuries subsequent to the age of the apostles, in 
the enjoyment of the elective franchise. 
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1. The scriptural argument from the writings of the 
apostles. 

(a) The election of an apostle. 

The first public act of the church, after our Lord's ascen- 
sion, was the choice of a substitute in the place of the 
apostle Judas. This election was made, not by the apos* 
ties themselves, but by the joint action of the whole body 
of believers. If, in any instance, the apostles had the 
right, by their own independent authority, to invest another 
with the ministerial office, we might expect them to exer- 
cise that prerogative in supplying this vacancy in their 
own body. That right, however, they virtually disclaim, by 
submitting the election to the arbitration of the assembled 
body of believers. If they exercised any leading influence 
in the election, it was in nominating the two candidates for 
office, Joseph and Matthias, Acts 1 : 23. Nothing, however, 
appears from the context to decide whether the nomination, 
even, proceeded from them, or from the church collectively. 
But however that may be, the election was the act of the 
assembly ; and was made, either by casting lots, or by an 
elective vote. Mosheim understands the phrase, Uuxev 
xlri^vg a^jwp, to express the casting of a popular vote by 
the Christians. To express the casting of lots, according 
to this author, the verb should have been H^alov^ as in Math. 
27 : 35. Luke 23 : 34. John 19 : 24. Mark 15 : 24. 
Compare Septuagint, Ps. 22: 19. Joel 3: 3. Nah. 3: 10; 
which also accords with the usage of Homer in similar 
cases.^ But the phrase Idainev xAij^uf, according to this 
author, expresses the casting of a popular vote ; the term, 
irXi}^vg, being used in the sense of ^r^qiog^ a suffrage, or 
vote, so that what the evangelist meant to say was simply 
this, — " and those who were present gave their votes."* 

1 niad, 23, 362. Odyss., 14, 209. 

* De Rebas Chriat. Saec, 1, $ 14, I^ote. 
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The precise mode of detennining the election, perhaps, can 
never be fully settled. Nor are the persons who gave the vote 
clearly designated, but they appear to have been the whole 
body of believers then present. When we compare this 
election with that of the deacons which soon followed, and 
consider the uniform custom of the disciples to submit to 
the church the enacting of their own laws, and the exer« 
cise of their popular rights, in other respects, we must 
regard the election before us as the joint act of the brethren 
diere assembled. For this opinion, we have high au- 
thority from German writers. "The whole company of 
believers had a part in supplying the number of the apos- 
tles themselves, and the choice was their joint act."'3 " At 
the request of the apostles, the church choose, by lot, 
Matthias for an apostle, in the place of Judas." ^ " Without 
doubt, those expositors adopt the right view, who suppose 
diat not only the apostles, but all the believers were at that 
time assembled ; for, though in Acts 1 : 26, the apostles 
are primarily intended, yet the disciples collectively form 
the chief subject. Acts 15, to which all at the beginning of 
the second chapter necessarily refers." ^ This is said with 
reference to the assembly on the day of Pentecost, but the 
reasoning shows distinctly the views of the author respect- 
ing the persons who composed the assembly at the election 
of Matthias. " In all decisions and acts, even in the elec- 
tion of the twelfth apostle, the church had a voice."® 

Chrysostom's exposition of the passage, confirmed as it 
is also by Cyprian, may, without doubt, be received as a fair 
expression of the sentiments and usages of the early 
church on this subject. " Peter did every thing here with 

s Bohr's Kritischen PredigenbibUothek. Bd. 13, Heft. 6. 
^ D. Grossman Ueber eine Refonnationderprotestantischen KirchenTer- 
fiissung in KOnigreiche Sachoen. Leipsig, 1833, p. 47. 
^Neander, Apost. Kirch., 1, c. 1, Note. 
'GreiUng'i ApostoL Kirchengemeinen, p. Id. 
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the common consent ; nothing by his own will and authori- 
ty. He left the judgment to the multitude, to secure the 
greater respect to the elected, and to free himself from 
every invidious reflection." After quoting the words, 
'^they appointed two," he adds, "he did not himself 
appoint them, it was the act of all."'^ 

The order of the transaction appears to be as follows: — 
Peter stands up in the midst of the disciples, convened in 
assembly to the number of one hundred and twenty, and 
explains to them the necessity of their proceeding to the 
choice of another apostle in the place of the apostate 
Judas, and urges them to. proceed to the election of such. 
The whole assembly then designate two of their number 
as candidates for the office, and after prayer for divine 
direction, all cast lots, and the lot faUs upon Matthias ;8 
or, according to Mosheim, all cast their votes, and the vote 
Idls upon Matthias. Whatever may have been the mode 
of the election, it appears to have been a popular vote, 
and indicates the inherent right of the people to make 
the election. 

(by The election of the seven deacons, Acts 6:1 — 6. 

The proposition originated, again, with the apostles. It 
was received with approbation by the whole multitude, who 
immediately proceeded to make the election by an united 
and public vote. The order of the transaction is very 
clearly marked. The apostles propose to " the multitude 
of the disciples " the appointment of the seven. The pro- 
posal is favorably received by " the whole multitude," who 
accordingly proceed to the choice of the proposed number, 
and set them before the apostles, not to ratify the election, 
but to induct them into office by the laying on of hands. 

This election is clearly set forth as the act of the whole 

7 Horn, ad locum; T. IX, p. 25. Comp. Cyprian; £p. 68. 

8 Rothe, AnftUige der Christ. Kirch., p. 149. 



68 THE PBHUITIVE CHUECH. 

assembly, and is so universally admitted to have been made 
by a popular vote, that it may be passed without further 
remark. Indeed, " it is impossible," as Owen very justly 
observes, " that there should be a more evident convincing 
instance and example of the free choice of ecclesiastical 
officers by the multitude or fraternity of the church, than 
is given us herein. Nor was there any ground or rea- 
son why this order and process should be observed, why 
the apostles would not themselves nominate and appoint 
persons, whom they saw and knew meet for this office to 
receive it, but that it was the right and liberty of the people, 
according to the mind of Christ, to choose their own offi- 
cers, which they would not abridge or infringe." ^ 

(c) The election of delegates of the churches. 

These delegates were the fellow-laborers and assistants 
of the apostle, to accompany him in his travels, to assist in 
setting in order the churches, and generally to supply his 
lack of service to all the churches, the care of which came 
upon him. Such, according to Rothe, was Timothy, 
whom he commends as his fellow-laborer. Bom. 16: 21. 

1 Thess. 3 : 2, and associates with himself in salutation to 
the churches. Phil. 1: 1. 1 Thess. 1:1. 2 Thess. 1: 1., 
&;c. Such was Titus, 2 Cor. 8 : 23. Silvanus, 1 Thess. 
1 : 1. 2 Thess. 1 : 1. Mark, Coloss. 4 : 10. 1 Pet. 5 : 13. 
Clemens, Phil. 4 : 3. Epaphras, Coloss. 1 : 7, &c.io 

But whatever may have been the specific duties of this 
office, the appointment to it was made by a vote of the 
church. One such assistant Paul greatly commends, who 
was appointed by the church, jjfet^oToyi^^e/f tJtto t5)v IxxXtjaioty^ 

2 Cor. 8: 19, as his travelling companion. To this and 
the election of the seven deacons, Neander refers, as 
evidence of the manner in which this popular right was 
exercised in the churches. "Inasmuch as the apostles 
submitted the appointment of the deacons to the vote of the 

* Gospel Church; Chi^. IV. lo AnftngO; I, pp.90&-d07. 
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clmrch, and that of the delegates who should accompany 
them in the name of the churches, we may infer that a 
similar course was pursued also in the appointment of other 
officers of the church." ^^ 

Sothe appeals to the same example, as a clear instance 
of a popular election, and adds, that it harmonizes with the 
authority of Clement of Home, who states explicitly, that 
where the apostles had established churches they appointed 
bishops and deacons, ^^with the approbation of the whole 
church:'^ 

{d) The election of presbyters. 

This is a fair conclusion from the examples that have 
already been given. If the apostles submitted to the 
church the election of one of their number as an extraordi- 
nary and temporary minister, much more may they be 
supposed to have submitted to the same body the election 
of their ordinary pastors and teachers, the presbyters. Or, 
if there be any doubt as to the choice of Matthias by the 
church, there can be none of the election of the deacons 
and delegates by a popular vote. In this conclusion, we 
are sustained by the authority of Neander,^^ Rothe,i^ and 
Mosheim. " That the presbyters of the primitive church 
of Jerusalem were elected by the suffrages of the people, 
cannot, I think, well be doubted by any one who shaU have 
duly considered the prudence and moderation discovered 
by the apostles, in filling up the vacancy in their own 
number, and in appointing curators or guardians for the 
poor."^s After having proceeded to invest the churches 
with the right of electing their own officers, can the apos- 
tles be supposed to invade this sacred right, by refusing to 
them the election of their own pastors and teachers ? 

These several instances of election chiefly relate to the 
church at Jerusalem. But wherever churches were planted 

» AUgemein. Gesch., 1, p. 290. " Anftnge, I, p. 151. 

» i« Cited aboTe. i> Mofdieixn, De Rebus Christ, Saec., I, $ 99. 
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by the apostles, they were, without doubt, organized after 
the original plan of that at Jerusalem ; so that the above is 
a fair exhibition of the mode of appointment which gene- 
rally prevailed in the churches. "The new churches," 
say^s Gieseler, " every where formed themselves on the 
model of the mother church at Jerusalem." i« So also, 
Mosheim : " Since all these churches were constituted and 
formed after the model of that which was planted at Jem- 
salem, a review of the constitution and regulations of this 
one church alone will enable us to form a tolerably accurate 
conception of the form and discipline of all these primitive 
Christian assemblies." ^''^ 

In the Grentile churches the popular principle is more 
strongly marked than in the Jewish churches, but the 
organization of all appears, at first, to have been essentially 
the same. At a later period, all may have been more 
or less modified' by peculiar circumstances, and a greater 
difference may necessarily appear in the government of 
different churches. 

The conclusion therefore is, that the apostolical churches, 
generally, exercised the right of universal sufBrage. 

On the same principle, Paul and Barnabas may be .pre- 
sumed to have proceeded, when, in their missionary tour, 
they appointed presbyters in the churches where they 
visited. Acts 14: 23. The question here turns wholly 
upon the interpretation of the term, j^et^Toy^o-ayTe^, *^when 
they had ordained" or, as in the margin, ^^when with lifting 
up of hands they had chosen them." 

If, according to the marginal reading, we understand, 
with our interpreters, the declaration to be, that the apostles 
made choice of these disciples, even this supposition does 
not, necessarily, exclude the members of the church them- 
selves from participating in the election. It would imply 
rather, that they proceeded in the usual way, by calling, the 

M GnmuBgiiam's Tnnf., I, p. 66. ^ De Rebus Chritt Smc., I, f 87. 
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attention of the churches to the election of their own 
presbyters ; just as in the instructions which Paul gives to 
Titus^and to Timothy, respecting the appointment of prea- 
byters and deacons for the churches of Ephesus and Crete 
respectively, the participation of these churches in the 
appointment is of necessity pre-supposed. For, " from the 
fact, that Paul, in committing to his pujpils, as to Timothy 
and Titus, the organization of new churches, or of those 
which had fallen into many distractions, committed to 
them also the appointment of the presbyters and deacons, 
and directed their attention to the qualifications requisite 
for such offices, — -from this fact we are by no mearu to 
infer, thai they themselves effected this alone, without the 
participation of the churches. Much more, indeed, does 
the manner in which Paul himself is elsewhere wont to 
address himself to the whole church, and to claim the c<^ 
operation of the whole, authorize us to expect, that at least 
where there existed a church already established, he would 
have required their co-operation also in matters of common 
concern. But the supposition is certainly possible, that 
the apostle, in many cases, and especially in forming a 
new church, might think it best himself to propose to the 
church the persons best qualified for its officers, and such a 
nomination must naturally have had great weight. In the 
example of the family of Stephanus at Corinth, we see the 
members of the household first converted in the city, becom-^ 
ing, also, the first to fill the offices of the church.^® Neandez 
also asserts, that this mode of election, by the whole body of 
the church, remained unimpaired in the third century. i^ 

The foregoing views of Neander, together with the- 
following extract from Mosheim, give us a clear view of 
the manner in which the elective franchise was exercised 
in the primitive church, through the first three centuries o£ 

*« Apost. Kirch., Vol. I, c. 5, p. 194. 

» J!<9eander'8 AUgem. Gesch., 1, 323, aeq* 340^-342, 2d ed. 

6 
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the Christian era. " To them (the multitude, or people) 
belonged the appointment of the bishop and presbyters, as 
well as of the inferior ministers, — ^with them resided the 
power of enacting laws, as also of adopting or rejecting 
whatever might be proposed in the general assemblies, and 
of expelling and again receiving into communion any 
depraved or unworthy members. In short, nothing what- 
ever, of any moment, could be determined on, or carried 
into effect, without their knowledge and concurrence."^ . 

But the phrase itself, /e^^oToyijaayTe?, may, with great 
probability, be understood to indicate that the appoint- 
ment of these presbyters was by a public vote of the church. 

1. This is the appropriate meaning of the term, z^^Qoto- 
vbXv, which is here used. It means, to stretch out the Jumd^ 
to hold up the hand, as in voting; hence, to vote; to give 
one's vote, by holding up the hand. So it is rendered by 
Robinson, who, in the passage before us, translates it, 
to choose by vote, to appoint, Suidas also renders it 
by ixXe^&iiBvoi, having chosen. Such is the concurring 
• authority of lexicographers. 

2: This rendering is sustained by the common use of the 
term by early Christian writers. The brother who accom- 
panied Paul in his agency to make charitable collections 
for the suffering Jews in Judea, w&s chosen of the churches 
for this service, where the same word is used, x^^9^'forij0elg, 
"It will become you," says Ignatius to the church at Phila- 
delphia, "as the church of God, to ordain, jifai^oroy^cra*, 
to choose some deacon to go there," i, e,, to the church at 
Antioch.21 

Again, to the church at Smjnma, " It will be fitting, and 
for the honor of God, that your church appoint, /^i^Toyfjc^a*, 
elect some worthy delegate," &c.^ 

The council of Neocaesarea directs that a presbyter should 
not be chosen, firi x^^QowveXado), before he is thirty years 

»DeReimiClirwtSMC.,l,J45. «AdPhU.c.lO. » AdSmjni.,cll. 
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old.^ The council of Antioch forbids a bishop to be 
chosen, x^igoxovBladfay without the presence of the synod, 
and of the metropolitan ;^ and the apostolical canons direct 
that a bishop must be chosen, jiret^Toi'eradai, by two or 
three bishops.25 Again, in the Greek version of the Codex 
■EcclesiaB AfricansB, the heading of the nineteenth canon is, 
that a bishop should not be chosen, j)fei^roy£iada», except 
by the multitude, ^nb nol.l.O)v,'^ 

The above examples all relate, neither to an official 
appointment or commission granted by another, nor to an 
ordination or consecration, but to an actual election by a 
plurality of voters. Do they not justify the supposition, 
that Paul and Barnabas, like the apostles in the case of 
Matthias, and of the seven deacons, led the church to a 
popular election of their presbyters ? 

3, . This mode of appointment was the established usage of 
the churches., to which it may be presumed that Paul and 
Barnabas adhered, in the election of these presbyters. 
The appointment of Matthias the apostle, of the seven 
deacons, and of the delegates of the churches, as we have 
already seen, was by a public vote of the churches. And 
the same continued to be the authorized mode of appoint- 
ment at the close of the apostolical age ; as we learn from 
the epistle of Clement, cited above, who also rebukes the 
church of Corinth for rejecting from their office those pres- 
byters who had been chosen in this manner.^^ We have, 
then, evidence that this mode of election had been observed 
in the appointment of all, so far as we are informed, who 
had been invested with office's in the church. The testi- 
mony of Clement is, that the ministers of the churches 
established by the apostles were so appointed; from all 
which the inference is, that presbyters, like all other eccle- 
siastical officers, were appointed by vote of the church. 

» Cone. Neocsssar., c. 11. *^ Cone. Antioch., c. 19. 

» Can. Apost, c. 1. » Cited by Soicer, ad Torbnm. 

S7 £p. I, ad Corinth., } 44. See p. 65, note. 
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4. This conclusion is sustained by the most approved 
authorities. According to Suicer, the primary and appro- 
priate signification of the term is, to denote an election 
made by the uplifting of the hand^ and particularly denotes 
the election of a bishop by vote. " In this sense," he adds, 
" it continued for a long time to be used in the church, de- 
noting not an ordination or consecration, but an election."* 
Grotius,^ Meyer,3® and De Wette 3^ so interpret the pas- 
sage, to say nothing of Beza, Bohmer, Rothe and others. 

To the same effect is also the following extract from 
Tindal. "We read only of the apostles constituting 
elders by the suffrages of the people, Acts 14: 23, which, 
as it is the genuine signification of the Greek word, 
XBiQOTov/iGaviBgy so it is accordingly interpreted by Eras- 
mus, Beza, Diodati, and those who translated the Swiss, 
French, Italian, Belgic, and even English Bibles, till the 
Episcopal correction, which leaves out the words, hy elec' 
tion, as well as the marginal notes, which affirm that the 
apostles did not thrust pastors into the church through a 
lordly superiority, but chose and placed them there by the 
voice of the congregation.^^ ^ Tyndale's translation is as 
follows. " Atifl^hen they had ordened them seniours, by 
eleccion, in every congregacion, after they had preyde and 
fasted, they commennd them to God, on whom they 
beloved." In view of the whole, must we not conclude, 
that presbyters, like all other ecclesiastical officers, were 
elected in the apostolical churches by the suffrages of the 
people ? 33 And is not all this sufficient to justify the ren- 

« Thesaurus, Eccl., v. XBiQOTOvio), w, so, 3i Comment, ad locum. 

» Rights of the Church, p. 358. 

S3 ** It may not have occurred to some of our readers," gays the Edin- 
burgh Review, "that the Greek word, kxxlijala, which we translate 
diurch, was the peculiar term used to denote the general assembly of the 
people in the old democracies, and that it essentially ezpressea a popularlff 
corutUuted meeting, and that such, in a great measure, was the original 
constitation of the Christian society.''— Baiu2ry'« 8ekcHon», V, p. 519. 
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deriog above given, though the term be used to denote also 
either an official appointment, or the laying on of hands ? 

2. The historical argument from the early Fathers. ^ / 

"When from the writings of the apostles we turn to the 
records of history, we find evidence sufficient to show that 
the churches continued, even after the rise of Episcopacy, 
to defend and to exercise the right of election, that great 
principle which is the basis of religious liberty. 

The earliest and most authentic authority on this sub- 
ject, after that of the Scriptures themselves, is derived from 
Clement of Rome, contemporary with some of the apostles. 
This venerable father, in his epistle to the church at 
Corinth, about 'A. D. 96, or, according to Bishop Wake, 
" between the 60th and 70th year of Christ," speaks of the 
regulations which were established by the apostles, for the 
appointment of others to succeed them after their decease. 
This appointment was to be made with the consent and ap' 
probation of the whole churchy (Tvvevdoxrjadarjs trig ixxlijolag 
ndiajjg^ grounded on their previous knowledge of the quali- 
fications of the candidate for this office. This testimony 
clearly indicates the active co-operation of the church 
in the appointment of their ministers.3^ " It may have been 

^ The passage has been already cited, but it is here giyen at length, 
with the title of C. J. Hefele :— '' Apoatolorum instUutiOj ne de munere 
taeerdotali cofdenHo fiat. Legitime electos ac reete vivenies de fntmere mo 
dejieere n^M.-i^Kal ol diTidgoXot i\fA(iiv Myvtaaav diCi t5 xvqIq 

4iimv *Ifjcra XQiga, ot* ^gig Mgai inl t5 dvdfAatog t^j iniaxonrig, 
^idi taixriv Zv t^v alrlav ngdypiuaiv 6lXT]q)6xeg xaXelav xariqj^- 
aav xhg n^siqrifxkvog^ xal jUerafi) inivofiiiv SeSdixaaiv^ ontag, 
idcv xoifirjOiboiv, diadeSojvtai ^xegoi dBdoxtfiaafiipot ^pdqeg t^v 
Xenagylav airSiv. Tog ^v xaxagaOivjag in ixelvtav^ ij fie- 
Ta5i) i(p* Mqwv iXXoylfACDv tLv8qviv, avvevdoxjjadaTjg Trig 
Ixxlrjalag TtdaTjg , xal Xenogyfiaavtag dfiefimojg tCa noifivlt^ 
t5 Xqi^b fi€Tdt7a7tei,vog)go(T(fV7]g, i^o-j5/(wg xal dL§avaia(ag,fie[jiaQ- 
ivgrjfihpovg te nolXoTg XQ^^^^S ^^^ ndvTOiv, i^tBg d dixaltag 
voftll^ofiev hito^xUadak ttfi Xenaqylag, 'Afiaqrla y&g d (uxq^L 
^Ifitp Mgaty idy t^; dfikfinrtag. xal 6al»g nqoQSvkynomag id 
H^a %v[g l7t^ax(mir[g dino^6iX(afiev, 6« 
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the custom for the presbyters to propose one to supply any 
vacancy which occurred ; but it remained for the church 
to ratify or to reject the nomination." ^5 

Tertullian in his Apology for Christians, against the 
heathen, A. D. 198 or 205, says that the elders came into 
their office by the testimony of the people, that is, by the 
suffirage or election of the people. 36 Their free and inde- 
pendent suffi*ages were the highest testimony which the 
people could give of their approbation of their elders. 

The epistles of Ignatius, whether genuine or spurious, 
belong to the period of which we are now treating. This 
prelatical writer, as we have seen above, accords to the 
church the right of electing their own delegates. 

Origen, in his last book against Celsus, about A. D. 240, 
speaks of the elders and rulers of the churches as hnls' 
y6[iBvoiy chosen to their office. In his sixth homily on Le- 
viticus, he asserts that the presence of the people is required 
in the ordination of a priest; and the reason assigned for 
their intervention is to secure an impartial election, and the 
appointment to this office of one who might possess the 
highest qualifications for it. The whole passage implies 
the active co-operation of the people in the appointment of 
their ministers. 37 

Cyprian, A. D. 258, most fully accords to the people the 
right of suffirage in the appointment of their spiritual 
teachers, declaring that they have the fullest authority to 
choose those who are worthy of this office, and to refuse 
such as may be unworthy. This, according to this father, 

^ Neander, Allgemein. Gesch., 1, p. 323, 2d ed. 

M Praesident probati quique seniores honorem istum non pretiO; sed 
tuHmoniOf adepti. — ApoLj c. 39. 

S7 Requiritur enim in ordinando sacerdote et praesentia popnli nt 
slant omnes, et certe sint, quia qui pra^stantior est ex omni popolo, qui 
doctior, qoi sanctior, qui in omni virtuti eminentior— ille eligitur ad 
racerdotium, et hoe adstanto populo, ne qua postmodom, retraclatio 
euqum, ne quii icnipalai reiiderat. 
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was an apostolic ttsage^ preserved by a divine authority in 
his day, and observed throughout the churches of Africa 
{apud Tsos), that a pastor, sacerdos, should be chosen public- 
ly, in the presence of the people ; and that by their decision 
thus publicly expressed, the candidate should be adjudged 
worthy to fill the vacant office, whether of deacon, presbyter 
or bishop. In accordance with these views, it was his cus- 
tom, on all such occasions, to consult his clergy and the 
people before proceeding to ordain any one to the office of 
the ministry* 

So universal was the right of suffi'age, and so reasonable, 
that it attracted the notice of the emperor, Alexander 
Severus, who reigned from A. D. 222 tP 235. In imitation 
of the custom of the Christians and Jews, in the appoint- 
ment of their priests, as he says, he gave the people the 
right of rejecting the appointment of any procurator, or 
chief president of the provinces whom he might nominate 
to such a office.^ Their votes, however, in these cases, 
were not merely testimonial, but really judicial and elective. 

The authorities above cited indicate that the suffirages of 
the church were directed by a previous nomination of the 
clergy. But there are on record instances in which the 
people, of their own accord, and by acclamation, elected 
individuals to the office of bishop or presbyter, without any 
previous nomination. Ambrose, bishop of Milan, was 

38 Plebe obsequens praeceptis dominicis et Deum metuens, a peccatore 
pfaeposito separare se debet nee se ad sacrilegi sacerdotis Bacrificia miscere, 
qaando ipsa maxime habeat potestatem vel eUgendi d^noa aacerdoUif ut 
mdigno» reeuaandi, Qaod et ipsuni; yidemus de divina auctoritate de- 
acendere ut sacerdos, plebe presenUf sub omnium occulis deligatur, et dig- 
nos atque idoneus publico judicio ac testimonio comprobetur, — Diligentur, 
de traditione divina et apostolica observatione seryandum est et tenendum 
qaod apud nos quoque 3 et fere per provincias universas tenetur, ut ad 
ordinationes rite celebrandas ad earn plebem cui praepositus ordinatur, 
episicopi ejusdem provinciae proximi quique conTeniant et episcopus 
deligatur plebe praesente. — Ep. 68. 

** Lampridios, in vit. Alexandri Severi, c. 45. 
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elected in this manner, A. D. 374.^0 Martin, of Tours, 
A. D. 375, was appointed in the same manner.^^ So also 
were Eustathius at Antiqch, A. D. 310,^ Chrysostom at 
Gonstantinople, A. D. 398,^3 Eraclius at Hippo,^ and Mi-. 
letius at Antioch.'*^ It is also observable that these examples 
belong to a later age, the fourth century. They, are therefore 
important as evidence, that people continued even at this 
late period to retain their rights in these popular elections. 

It has been asserted, that the people were denied the 
right of suflOrage by the 4th canon of the council of Nice. 
But Bingham has clearly shown that the people were not 
excluded from their ancient privilege in this respect.*® 
And both Riddle, ^'^ and bishop Pearson, as quoted by him, 
concur with. Bingham in opinion on this subject. Indeed 
the assertion is sufficiently refuted, by the fact, that Atha- 
nasius, bishop of Alexandria, and others, were elected by 
popular vote immediately after the session of that counciL 

Paill6 sums up the evidence on this subject in the following 
terms : — "It is clear that in the primitive times they [popu- 
lar elections and ordinations] depended partly on the people, 
and not wholly on the clergy; but every company of the 
faithful either chose their own pastors, or else had leave to 
consider and to approve of those that were proposed to 
them for that purpose. Pontius, a deacon of the church 
of Carthage, says that * St. Cjrprian, being yet a neophyte, 
was elected to the charge of pastor, and the degree of 
bishop by the judgment of God, and the favor of the peo- 
ple. '^^^ St. Cyprian also tells us the same in several 

40 Paulin., vit. Ambros ; RuBn., Hist. Eccl., Lib. 2, c. 11 5 Theodoret, Hiat 
Eccl., Lib. 4, c. 6, p. 666 5 Sozomen, Hist. Eccl., Lib. 6, c. 24. 

« Sulpic. Sev., Vit. e. Martini, c.7. *« Theodoret,Hist.,Eccl.,Lib.l,c.6. 

<3 Socrat, Hist. Eccl., Lib. 6, c. 2. ** Augustin., 4, Ep. 110, al. 213. 

« Theodoret, Hist. Eccl., Lib. 2, c. 27. 

<6 Book 4, chap. 2, ^ 11. 47 Christ. Antiq., p. 286. 

48 Jiidicio Dei, et pjebis favore, ad officium sacerdotii, et episcopatm 
gradum adhac neopfaytu8,ut putabatur, noYeUos electus est — Font, Viae, 
m vita Cypr, ' 
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places. In his 52nd epistle, speaking of Cornelius, he says, 
* That he was made bishop of Rome by the judgment of 
God, and of his Christ, by the testimony of the greatest 
part of the clergy, by the suffrage of the people who were 
there present, and by the college of pastors, or ancient 
bishops, all good and pious men.'^^ 

"It appears clear enough, both out of St. Hierome,^ and 
by the acts of the council of Constantinople,^* and of 
Chalcedon,^ and also by the Pontificale Bjomanum^ and 
several other productions, that this custom continued a 
long time in the church." 

This right in question is clearly admitted even in the 
Boman pontifical, in which the bishop, at the ordination of 
a priest, is made to say, '* It was not without good reason 
that the fathers had ordained that the advice of the people 
should be taken in the election of those persons who were 
to serve at the altar ; to the end that having given their 
assent to their ordination they might the more readily yield 
obedience to those who were so ordained."^ This pas- 
sage is cited by Daill^, who remarks, that an honest canon 
of Valencia very gravely proposed to the council of Trent, 
that this, and all such authorities should be blotted out ; so 
that no trace or footstep of them should remain in future 

^ Factas est antem Cornelius episcopus, de Dei et Christi ejus judicio, 
de clericorum pen^ omnium testimonio, de plebis, qus tunc affluit sufiragiO; 
et de sacerdotum antiquorum, et bonorum yirorum collegio. — Cyprton, 
E^. 62, p. 97. 

w Hieron., Com. 10, in Ezech., c. 33, Tom. III., p. 935, et. Com. in Agg., 
p. 512, t. 5. et Com. 1, in Ep. ad Gal., p. 271, t. 6. 

*i Cone. Const., 1, in Ep. ad Damas., p. 94 et 95, 1. 1, Cone. Gener. 

** Cone. Chalced., act 11, p. 375, t. 2. Cone. Gen., et act. 16, p. 430, &c. 

>3 Pontific. Rom. in Ordinat. Presbyter., fol. 38, Tide supr. 1. 1, c. 4. 

^ ^eque enim frustra a patribus institutum, ut de electione illorum qui 
ad regimen altaris adhibendi sunt, consulatur consulatur etiam populus ; 
quia de vita et couTersatione praesentandi, quod nonnunquam ignoratur & 
pluribuB, scitur k paucis ; et necesse est, et facilius ei quia obedientiam 
ezhibeat ordinatio cui assensum praebueht ordinando. — Pon^if. Bmi^* D$ 
Ordmat. FreM,, fol. 38. 
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for heretics to bring against them for having taken away 
this right ! • 

Bingham,^ and Chancellor King,^^ arid multitudes of 
the most respectable writers in the communion of the Epis- 
copal church, fully sustain the foregoing representations of 
the right of sufirage as enjoyed by the primitive churches. 
They are clearly supported by the late Dr. Burton,^'' and 
by Riddle, both of Oxford University, and by the best au- 
thorities both ancient and modern. "The mode of ap- 
pointing bishops and presbyters," says Riddle, "has been 
repeatedly changed. Election by the people, for instance, 
has been discontinued. This is indeed, in the estimation 
of Episcopalians, a great improvement, but still, as they 
must allow, it is a change."^ 

For what term of time the several churches continued 
in the full enjoyment of the right of sufirage, we are not 
distinctly informed. We can only say with Mosheim, 
" This power of appointing their elders continued to be 
exercised by the members of the church at large as long 
as primitive manners were retained entire ; and those who 
ruled over the churches did not conceive themselves at lib- 
erty to introduce any deviation from the apostolic model." ^ 
The reader will find an able discussion of this whole sub- 
ject, also, and an extended collection of authorities in 
Blondell's treatise, De Plebis in Electionibus jure.^ 

11. Abridgement and final extinction of the right of 
sufirage. 

Various causes began, as early as the third century, to 
invade the sovereign rights of the people, and to embarrass 
their free elective franchise. The final- result of these 
changes was a total disfranchisement of the laity, and the 

»« Book 4, c. 6. w Part I, c. 3 — c. 6. 

w Church History, c. 12. « Christ. Antiq., Prefkce, p. T6. 

M De Rebas, Christ. Saec, 1, $ 39. 

^ Apologia pro. St. Hieron., pp. 379 — 549. 
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substitution of an ecclesiastical despotism, in the place of 
the elective government of the primitive church. Of 
these changes one of the most effective was the attempt, 
by means of correspondence and ecclesiastical synods, to 
consolidate the churches in one church universal, to impose 
upon them an uniform code of laws, and establish an 
ecclesiastical polity administered by the clergy. The idea 
of a holy catholic church, and of an ecclesiastical hierarchy 
for the government of the same, was wholly a conception 
of the priesthood. Whatever may have been the motives 
with which the doctrine of the unity of the church was 
promulgated, it prepared the way for the overthrow of the 
popular government of the church. 

Above all, the doctrine of the divine right of the priest- 
hood aimed a fatal blow at the liberties of the people. The 
clergy were no longer the servants of the people, chosen 
by them to the work of the ministry, but a privileged order, 
like the Levitical priesthood, and, like them, by divine 
right invested with peculiar prerogatives. Elate with the 
pride of their divine commission, a degenerate and aspiring 
priestbood sought, by every means, to make themselves 
independent of the suffrages of the people. This indepen- 
dence they began by degrees to assert and to exercise. The 
bishop began, in the third century, to appoint his own 
deacons at pleasure, and other inferior orders of the clergy. 
In other appointments, also, his efforts began to disturb the 
freedom of the elections, and to direct them agreeably to 
his own will.^^ 

And yet Cyprian, only about fifty years before, apolo- 
gized to the laity and clergy of his diocese for appointing 
one Auretius to the office of reader. In justification of 
this measure, he pleads the extraordinary virtues of the 
candidate, the urgent necessity of the case, and the impps- 

« Pertach. Kirch. Gesch. drit. Jahrhnnd., pp. 439—458. Planck, 
G«selL Veifassung, 1, 183. 
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sibility of consulting them, as he was wont to do on all 
such occasions.62 Such was the progress of Episcopal 
usurpation within the short period of half a eentury* By 
the middle of the fourth century, elections by the peoj^ 
were nearly lost ;^^ and from the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, the bishop proceeded to claim the appointment ev«i 
of the presbyters, together with the absolute control of 
all ecclesiastical offices subordinate to his own episcopate. 
But down to the fourth century, the bishops were not at 
liberty ever to license one to perform the duties of a pres- 
byter, without first obtaining the approbation of the people* 
Such at least was still the rule in many places.^^ 

Against these encroachments of ecclesiastical ambiticm 
and power, the people continued to oppose a firm but inef- 
fectual resistance. They asserted, and in a measure 
maintained, their primitive right of choosing their own 
spiritual teachers.^s The usage of the churches of Africa 
has been already mentioned. Examples are given by 
Bohmer,^^ in evidence that this rite was still observed 
in the churches of Spain and of Eome.^''^ Later still, in 
the fourth century, an instance occurred in the Eastern 
church in Cappadocia, of the controlling influence of these 
popular elections. The people, after having been divided 

A In or^nationibas clericis, Fratres carissimi, Bolemus roa ante C(m- 
■ulere, et mores ac merita singulorum, commoni consllio pendenrit 
£p.33. 

® Pertsch., 4, Jahrhund., p. 263. 

«* Riddle's Eccl. Chron., A. D. 400. Planck, Vol. I, p. 183. £aseb. 
Eccl. Hist, 6, 43. 

» Gieseler, Vol. I, 272. For a more full and detailed account of these 
changes of ecclesiastical polity, and of the means by which they were 
introduced, the reader is referred to the first volume of J. G. Planck's 
Gesch. der Christ Kirch., Gesellschaft-Verfassung, Bd. 1, 149—212, 4S3, 
seq. 

w Christ Kirch. Alterthumswissenschafl, I, p. 144, seq. 

^ Presbjrterio vel episcopatui, si eum cleri ac plebia rocayerit eUctio, 
non immerito societur.— Siricius, bishc^ of Rome, A. D. 384. Ep. I, ad 
Himer., c. 10. 
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in their choice hetween different candidates, united their 
soffiages in the election of an iadividual high in office in 
the state, who had not even heen baptized. He accordingly 
receiTed this ordinance at the hands of the bishops present, 
and was duly invested with his office. In the Western 
church, the election of Martin of Tours, A. D. 375, above* 
mentioned, was carried by the popular voice, against the 
decided disapprobation of the bishops present. Ambrose, 
bishop of Milan, A. D. 374, was also appointed by the 
unanimous acclamation of the multitude, previous even to 
his baptism. On the other hand, there are on record, 
instances in the fourth, and even'in the fifth century, when 
the appointment of a bishop was efiectually resisted, by the 
refusal of the people to ratify the nomination of the candi- 
date to a vacant see.^ 

But notwithstanding all these examples, in which die* 
people successfully asserted their ancient right of suffrage, itr 
became, as early as the fifth century, little else than an empty 
name. Their elections degenerated into a tumultuous and 
unequal contest with a crafty and aspiring hierarchy, who 
had found means so to trammel up and control the elective 
firanchise, as {tactically to direct, at pleasure, all ecclesi- 
astical aj^intments. The rule had been established by^ 
decree of council, and often repeated, requiring the presence 
and unaninums concurrence of all the provincial bishops in 
the election and ordination of one to the office of bishop.. 
This affi)rded them a convenient means of defeating any 
popular election, by an affected disagreement among them- 
selves. The same canonical authority had made the con- 
currence of the metropolitan necessary to the validity of 
any appointment. His veto was accordingly another 
efficient expedient to baffle the suffrages of the people, and. 

•»Greg.Naz.,OratlO. Bingham, B. IV, c. 1, $ 3. Planck, 1,440,0. 10. 

7 
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to constrain them: into a relactant acquiescence with the 
will of the clergy,^® 

Elections to ecclesiastical offices were also distqrbed 
by the interference df secular influence from withoii^. iH 
consequence of that disastrous union of church and 'stated . 
which was formed in the fourth century, under ConstantiBe 
the Great* 

"During this century," the fourth, "1. The empexan 
convened, and presided in, general councils; 2. Confirmed 
their decrees ; 3. Enacted laws relative-, tp ecclesiastiQil 
matters by their own authority ; 4. Pronounced decisions 
concerning heresies and controversies ; 5. Appaihted bish- 
ops;' 6. Inflicted punishment, on ecclesiastical persons. 

" Hence arose complaints that the bishops had ccmcoded 
too much to the emperors, while, on the other hand, eoam 
persons maintained that the emperors had left too vantk 
on the hands of the bishop?. . The bishops certainly did/ 
possess too much power and influence, to the.pfejudice of 
the other clergy, and especially to the disadvantage o£ 
Christians at large. 

"Thus the emperor and the bishops share the chief 
government of the church between them. But the limits 
of their authority were not well defined. Great part of 
the power formerly possessed by the general body of 
Christians, the laity, had -passed into the hands of the cifil 
governor."''^® 

Agitated and harrassed by these discordant elements, 
the popular assemblies for the election of men to fill the 
highest offices of the holy ministry, became scenes of 
tumult and disorder that would disgrace a modem political 
canvass. " Go and witness the proceedings at our public 

" Cone. Nic. c. 4. Cone. Antioch, c. 19. Carthag. IV, c. 1, 22. Planck, 
Vol. I, pp. 433—452. 
» Riddle'a Chronology, pp. 70, 71. 



BiBcnoNs BT tax CHUmCH. 76 

* • 

fesdrkk, especially those in whicbf according to role, the 
elections of ecclesiastical officers are held. One supports 
one mau, uiother/anothiBr, and the reason is, that all over- 
look that which they ought to consider, the qualifications, 
intellecfaal and moial, of the candidate. Their attention 
is totned to other points, by which their choice is deter- 
mined. One is in favor of a candidate of noble birth; 
another, of a man of wealth, who will not need to be sup- 
ported by the revenues of the church; a third votes for one 
who has come tnrer from .some opposite party ; a fourth 
gives his 'influence in favor of some relative or friend; 
while another is gained by the flatteries of a demagogue.^ ^^ 
Repeated notices of similar disturbances occur in the eccle- 
sias^cal writers of that period."'* 

To correct these disorders, various but ineflectual expe- 
dients were adopted at diflerent times and places. The 
council of Laodicea, A. D. 361, c. 13, excluded the multi- 
tude, vjUg ^x^''^9 ^ rabble, from taking part in the choice 
of persons for the sacred office, apparently with the design 
of preventing these abuses, without excluding the better 
portion of the laymen from participating in these elections. 
The expedient^ however, produced but little efiect. 

In the Latin church, and especially in that of Africa, an 
attempt was made to xestore order and simplicity in these 
elections by means of interventors, oi visitorsy whose duty 
it was to visit the vacant diocese, and use his influence 
with the clergy and people to harmonize their discordant 

71 De Sacerdot.,^ Lib. 3^ c. 15. 

w August., Ep. 155. Synessii, Ep. 67. Sidon, ApoUinar., Lib. IV, Ep. 25, 
and other paBtages collected by Baronius, Annal.^ 903, n. 22, seq., and in 
Balnxii MiacelL, torn. 2. Ammianus Marcellinos give* the following rep- 
resentation of the unholy contests of the twd riTfd .candidates, Damasus 
and Ursinus, for appointment to the Episcopal see at Rome >— ^' Supra 
humanum modum aud rapiendam episcopatus seden^ ardentes, scissis 
Btndiis asperrim^ cOnflicta bantur, ad usque mortis^^ulnerumque discriaiina 
adjumentis ntriusque progressis. £t in pertatione' superaverat Damasus 
parte quae ec &Telat instante."— Ltfr. 28, Ep, 3. 
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interests, and prepare the way for a quiet and regalar elec- 
tion. By this means, the visitor had a fair opportanity, as 
Bingham justly remarks, " to ingratiate himself with the 
people, and promote his own interest among them, instead 
of that of the church. "^^ This measure, though supported 
by SyTnmachus,'^^ in the sixth century, and by Gregory the 
Great,'^^ failed to produce the desired effect; and seems 
neither to hare been generally adopted nor long con- 
tinued. 

Justinian, in the sixth century, sought, with no better 
success, to remedy the evils in question, by limiting the 
elective franchise to a mixed aristocracy, composed of the 
clergy, and the chief men of the city. These were jointly 
to nominate three candidates, declaring under oath, that, in 
making the selection, they had been influenced by no sinis- 
ter motive. From these three the ordaining person was to 
ordain the one whom he judged best qualified.''^ But it 
was not defined who should be included among the chief 
men, and the result was the loss of the people's rights, and 
an increase of the factions which the measure was intended 
to prevent. The council of Aries, A. D. 452, c. 54, in like 
manner, ordered the bishops to nominate three candidates^ 
from whom the clergy and the people should make the 
election; and that of Barcelona, A. D. 593, ordered the 
clergy and people to make the nomination, and the metro-^ 
politan and bishops were to determine the election by lot. 

But even these ineflectual efibrts to restore, in some 
measure, the right of the people, sufficiently show to what 
extent it was already lost. Indeed, the bishops had already 
assumed, in some instances, the independent and exclusive 
right themselves of appointing spiritual officers.''^ The 

73 Book II, c. 15, J 1. Comp. Book IV, c. 11, $ 7. 
74Ep.6, C.6. 76 Ep. Lib. 9. Ep. 16. 

7« JuBtin, Novell., 123, c. 1, 137, c. 2d. Cod. Lib. 1, tit. 3. De Epiacop. 
leg. 42. 77 sidon, Apollinar., Lib. IV, Ep. 26. 
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et&peroft Yalentinian HI complains of Hilary of Aries, that 
he unwortlkily ordained some in .direct opposition to the will 
of the peqple; and when they refused those whom they 
had not chosen, that he contracted an armed body, and by 
miMtaiy power forciMy thrust into office the ministers of 
the gospel of peace."^ Leo the Great, A. D. 450, asserts 
the right of the people to elect their spiritual rulers.*^ 

. The goverAment of the church, from a |)ure democracy, 
had' changed, first into an ambitious aristocracy, and then 
XBtoamc»re oppressive oligarchy, who, assuming practically 
die. sentiment of a crafty tyrant, t)i5K ^yaddv noXvxoigavttif^ 
•direeled dielr assaults against the most sacred principle 
both of tvnl. and religibus liberty,— :the right of every cor- 
porate body to choose their own rulers and teachers. This 
extinction of religitius fireedbin was not efiSbcted in the 
dmrch nniverssdOj at the same time, nor in every place by 
the same means. Oppressed by violence, overreached by 
stratagem, or aWed into submission by superstition, the 
churches severally yielded the contest at different and some- 
what distant intervals. In Rome, the rights of the people 
were recognized under Ccslestia, A. D. 422,6^ and Leo the 
Chreat, A. D. 440, which, .as we have seen, Justinian at- 
tempted to restore in the century following. In Gbul, these 
r^ts were not wholly lost until the fifth,^ and even die 
sixth century.® 

The doctrine of a divine guidance from the Spirit of €rod 
to the clergy, had its influence also in completing the sub- 
jugation of the people. This vain conceit, by ceaseless 

^ Valentixuan III, JNoy. XXIV, ad calcem Cod. Theodos. 
7ft Qai praefectnras omnibas, ab onmibos eligatur. Ep. 89. Comp. Ep. 
84, c. 5. 
80 Iliad> n, 20i. Puaidirased by Pope, in the following linef : 

B« silent, wrcrtch, «nd think not here allowed 
. -That.wdfvt oft|:iiait«, a*.t«m<f7>»nj; cr»iM{.~Pon. 

. »Ep.2,c.6. 8«silon,^oUinar.,ldb. iV,,Ep.25. 

83 Cone Orieailg, A.I>. 549, c. 10,' 
7* 
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repetition of bishops and councils, became an nnquestion- 
able dogma of the church. Once established, it had great 
influence in bringing the people into passive submission to 
their spiritual oppressors. Resistance to such authority 
under the infallible guidance of the Spirit of God, was 
rebellion against high hearen, which the laity had not the 
impiety to maintain. 

" Thus every thing was changed in the church. At the 
beginning it was a society of brethren ; and now an abso- 
lute monarchy is reared in the midst of them. All Chris- 
tians were priests of the living God, 1 Pet. 2: 9, witk 
humble pastors for their guidance. But a lofty head is 
uplifted from the midst of these pastors. A mysterious 
voice utters words full of pride ; an iron hand compels all 
men, small and great, rich and poor, freemen and slaves, to 
take the mark of its power. The holy and primitive 
equality of souls is lost sight of. Christians are divided 
into two strangely unequal classes. On the one side, a 
separate class of priests daring to usurp the name of the 
church, and claiming to be possessed of peculiar privi- 
leges in the sight of the Lord. On the other, timid flocks, 
reduced to a blind and passive submission; a people gagged 
and silenced, and delivered over to a proud caste."®* 

The interference of the secular power with ecclesiastical 
appointments has been already mentioned. The civil 
magistrate often exercised the same arbitrary power in 
these matters which the priesthood had usurped over the 
people, so that the oppressor became in turn the oppressed. 
This secular interference began with Constantino. Both 
in the Eastern and the Western church, it was often the 
means of disturbing and overruling the appointment of 
ecclesiastical oflicers, and finally itself completed the ex- 
tinction of religious liberty. Yalentinian III, A. D. 445, 
for example, enacted, that all bishops of the Western em- 

M D'Aubign^'s Hist of the RefomutioB, I, p. 31. 
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pire should obey the bishop of Rome, and should be bound 
to appear before him at his summons.^ Constantius 
appointed Liberius bishop of Rome, A. D. 352, and the 
Grothic kings in the sixth century exercised the same 
arbitrary power over the churches of France and Spain.^® 

In the Eastern church, Theodosius I also appointed 
Nectarius bishop of Constantinople, A. D. 381,^ and Theo- 
dosius II, in the same summary manner, appointed Proilus, 
A. D. 434, to succeed Maximian in the same place. The 
church sometimes protested with great vehemence against 
these encroachments of secular power, of which we have a 
remarkable example in the sixth canon of the council of 
Paris, A. D. 557. " Seeing that ancient custom and the 
regulations of the church are neglected, we desire that no 
bishop be consecrated against the will of the citizens. 
And only such person shall be considered eligible to this 
dignity, who may be appointed, not by command of the 
prince, but by the election of the people and clergy; which 
election must be confirmed by the metropolitan and the 
other bishops of the province. Any one who may enter 
upon this office by the mere autJiority of the king, shall 
not be recognized by the other bishops ; and if any bishop 
should recognize him, he must himself be deposed from his 
office."^ The eighth council of Rome, also, A. D. 853, 
forbade, on pain of excommunication, "all lay persons 
whatsoever, even princes themselves, to meddle in the 
election or promotion of any patriarch, metropolitan, or any 
other bishop whatever, declaring withal, that it is not fit 
that lay persons should have any thing at all to do in these 
matters ; it becoming them rather to be quiet, and patiently 
to attend until such time as the election of the bishop who 

» Riddle's Eccl. Chron., p. 103. 

w Simonis, Vorlesungen Qber die Christlichen, AUerthCUner, p. 106. 

87 Bohmer's AlterthomswiBsenschaft, Vol. I; p. 151. 

K Cone. Paris, c. 8. 
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is to be ch6sen, be regularly fiiikhed by the college of the 
chiirch."89 

Such dema^ds for the institution of apagtoUcal and 
caaumical dectumi, as they were called,^® werie, howeTrar, 
but rarely made, and never with success* The clergy 
were brought to bow down. to an usurpation more absolute 
and despotic than diat by whichthey.at first wrested firoM 
the laity the rights, which, in their turn, they were com- 
pelled so reluctantly to resign to tiie secular power^ until at 
length the pope, that prince of.tyrants, became the supreme 
arbiter of all power, whether ecclesiastical or secular- • In* 
nocent m, at^e close of the twelfth century, des^iribiffiftluBi^: 
self as '*the successor bf St. Peter, set up by Grod io govern 
not only the church but the whole world. As Ood" said 
he, ^ has placisd two great luminaries in the^ firmament, the 
one to rule the day, and the other to give light by night, so 
has he established two great powers, the pontifical and- the 
royal; and as the moon receives her light firopi the sun, so 
does royalty borrow its splendor from the papal authcnrityl'* 



REMARKS. 

The right of suffiage involves the great principles and 
rights of a popular government. These rights and priyi- 
leges the apostlies, under the guidance of wisdom from on 
high, studiously sought to protect, in framing the constitu- 
tion and government. which they gave to the churches; as 
the following remarks may serve to show. 

89 Neminen laicomm principum, vel Potentum semet inserere electioni 
vel promotioni Patriarchs, vel Metropolis, ant cujualibet episcopi, &e. 
prssertlm cdm nullam in talibus potestatem quenqaam po.testativonim, vel 
ceteromm laicomm habere conveniat, sed pottiks silere, ae attendere sibi, 
usque qu6 regnlviter k collegio ecclesis.sascipiat finem electio futori 
pontificis. — Cone, 8. dm, 12, t. 3, CUmc p. 288. 

•0 Gregoiy Nai., Orat 21. 
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1. The right of suffiage is the first element of a popular 
govemment, in the church. 

The right to elect our rulers and teachers, involyes die 
right to adopt our own form of government, to frame our 
constitution, to enact our laws ; to exercise the prerogatives 
and enjoy the privileges of a free and independent body. 
The enjoyiuent of this right, is freedom; the loss of it, 
slavery. 

. 2. The right to elect their own pastors and teachers is 
the inherent right of every church. 

If it be true, that all men are endowed, by their Creator, 
with certain unalienable rights, among which are " life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," then much more is 
liberty of conscience, and the pursuit of future blessedness, 
the inherent, imalienable right of man. What is the life 
that now is, to that which is to come ; or the happiness of 
earth, to the bliss of heaven ? Such are the religious to 
the civil rights of any people, all of which are involved 
in the enjoyment of the elective franchise, and lost to a 
disfranchised laity. This consideration was lately urged 
in the hearing of the writer, with great pertinency and 
force, by a speaker in the House of Lords, on a motion 
relating to the religious liberty of the church of Scotland. 
" The choice of a pastor," the noble marquis proceeded to 
say, "was really a measure of more importance, and, by the 
members of that church, was regarded as an event more 
interesting than the election of a member of Parliament; 
for it affected their religious interests, — interests, to them 
and to their children, high as heaven, and lasting as 
eternity." 

3. The right of suffrage preserves a just balance of power 
between the church and clerical order, — the laity and the 
clergy. The sacred office of the clergy, coupled with 
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learning and talents, gives, them, nnder any^form of gov- 
ernment, a controlling influence. If'toaU this be added 
the exclusive right of making and executing tlte laws, and 
of electing the officers, the' balance of power between the 
clergy and the people is destroyed. The restraints aiid 
checks which the clergy ought to.feel against the exercise 
6f arbitrary power are removed. The history.of the church 
sufficiently shows that the dangerous prerogatives of pte- 
latical power cannot, with safety, be entrusted to any body 
of men,, however great or good. Accordingly, as in all £ree 
governments, the sovereign power is vested in thd^peci^le,- 
so in the primitive churdi, this\great law of religious jeis 
well as of civil liberty was carefully observed. The peQple' 
were made thj9 depositaries of the sovereign power; The 
enactment of the law? and the appointment of their offic€Sis 
belonged to dieni,®^ 

4. The loss of this right is the extinction of religioud 
liberty. 

The free Church of Scotland, by their late secession, 
have had the magnanimity to resign the heritage of their 
fathers, and to go out from the sanctuary where their fathers 
worshipped, taking joyfully the spoiling of their, goods, 
rather than submit to the lo^s of their religious rights. In 
the manifesto, which they have publishedj as thieir dedara- 
tionof independence, they complain that their religions 
liberty has been invaded by the civil courts; whereas the 
church, of Christ is^ and of right ought to be, free, and in^. 
dependent of all spiritual jurisdiction from the state. We 
subjoin an extract from this manifesto, which clearly sets 
forth the wrongs that they must suffer under this spiritual 
bondage to which they have nobly refused to bow down 
themselves. The specification of their grievances is made 
in the following terms : 

•1 fiiddle, Ecd. Chr., p. 13. Euseb., Eccl. Hist, Lib. 5, ft^ 
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• 

1. That the courts of the church as now established, 
and members thereof, are liable to be coerced by the civil 
courts in the exercise of their spiritual functions; and in 
particular, in iheir admission to the office of the holy 
miniatry, and the constitution of the pacStoral relation, and 
that they are subject to be compelled to intrude ministers 
on reclaiming congregations in opposition to the funda- 
mental principles of the church, and their yiews of the 
word of God, and to the liberties of Christ's people. 

2. That the said civil courts have power to interfere 
with and n^terdict the preaching of the gospel, and admin- 
istration, of ordinances as authorized and enjoined by the 
chnibh courts of the establishment. 

3. That lh^ said civil courts have power to suspend 
spiritual censures pronounced by .the. church courts of 
the .establishment- against ministers and probationers of 
the churchy ahd to interdict their execution as to spiritual 
effects, functions, and privileges. 

. 4L That the said civil courts have power to reduce and 
set aside the sentences of the church couits of the estab- 
lishment, deposing ministers from the office of the holy" 
ministry, and depriving . pfobationers. of their license, to 
preach the gospel, with reference to the spiritual status, 
functions, and privileges of such ministers and probation- 
ers, — ^restoring them to the spiritual office and status . of 
which the church courts had deprived them. 

6, That the said civil courts have power to determine 
on the right to sit as members of the supreme and other 
judicatories of the church by law established, and to issue 
interdicts against sitting and voting therein, irrespective of 
the judgment and determination of the said judicatories. 

6. That the said civil courts have po^er to supersede 
the .majority, of a church court of the establishment, in 
regard to the exercise of its spiritual functions as a church 
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court, and to authorize the minority to exercise the said 
functions, in opposition to the court itself and to the supe- 
rior judicatories of the establishment. 

7. That the said civil courts have power to stay pro- 
cesses of discipline pending before courts of the church by 
law established, and to interdict such courts from proceed- 
ing therein. 

8. That no pastor of a congregation can be admitted 
into the church courts of the establishment and allowed to 
rule, as well as to teach, agreeably to the institution of the 
office by the Head of the church, nor to sit in any of the 
judicatories of the church, inferior or supreme, and that 
no additional provision can be made for the exercise of 
spiritual discipline among members of the church, though 
not affecting any patrimonial interests, and no alteration 
introduced in the state of pastoral superintendence and 
spiritual discipline in any parish without the coercion of a 
civil court. 

All which jurisdiction and power on the part of the said 
civil courts severally above specified, whatever proceedings 
may have given occasion to its exercise, is, in our opinion, 
in itself inconsistent with Christian liberty, — ^with the au- 
thority which the Head of the church hath conferred on 
the church alone. 

5. The free exercise of the elective franchise is one of 
the most effectual means of guarding against the introduc- 
tion of unworthy men into the ministry. 

The common people best know the private character of 
the minister. They have a deep interest in it. They seek 
the spiritual welfare of themselves and their children, in 
the selection of their pastor. These are precisely the con- 
siderations assigned for continuing to the people the right 
of election in the ancient church, after the rise of Episco- 
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pacy.^ On the contrary, he who has a living at his 
disposal, is often ignorant of the true character of him who 
seeks a preferment. A thousand sinister motives may bias 
his judgment. He may be the most unsuitable man pos- 
sible for such a trust.^^ Jn a word, who does not know that 
the curse of a graceless ministry has ever rested upon the 
church, to a greater or less extent, wherever they have not 
enjoyed the right of electing their own pastors ? The rich 
and quiet livings of an establishment, especially if coupled 
with the authority, the distinction and emoluments of the 
Episcopal office, will ever be an object of ambition to world- 
ly men. " Make me a bishop," said an ancient idolater, 
" make me a bishop, and I will surely be a Christian." 

6. The free enjoyment of the elective franchise is one of 
the best means of guarding the church against the inroads 
of error. 

The Puseyism of the day is a delusion of the priesthood. 
The writer has often been assured in England that few, 
comparatively, of the common people are led away by it. 
And in this country we have lately seen the laity nobly 
struggling against diocesan despotism, to resist it. So it 
has ever been; the delusions and heresies that have over- 

^ It was, according to Cjprian, a divine tradition and apostolical cue- 
torn, observed by the African churcb, and throughout almost all the 
provinces, that the election is to be performed in the presence of the 
people of the place, who fully know every man's life, and, in their very 
intimate acquaintance, have carefully observed his habitual conversation. 
Episcopus dcligatur, plebe pnesentc, quae singulorum vitara plenissime 
novit, et uniuscujusque actum de ejus conversationc perspexerit — Coram 
omni synagoga jubet Deus constitui sacerdotem, id est, instruit atque 
ostendit ordinationes sacerdotales nonnisi, sub populi assistentis conscien- 
tia fieri opportere ut, plebe praesente, vel dciegantur malorum crimina, vel 
bononan merita praedicentur, — Quod utique idcireo tam diligenter et 
cante, convocata plebe, tota gerebatur, ne quis ad altaris ministerium, vel 
ad sacerdotalem locum indignus obrcperet — Cyprian, £p. 68. 

w Tracts for the Times, No. 69, p. 413. 

8 
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run the church, have originated with the clergy.^ But 
in a ministry having no dependence upon a people, will be 
found, if any where, irreligious, speculative, dangerous 
men, who, caring little for their flocks, will substitute their 
own delusions,^^ for the simple truths which an intelligent 
and virtuous people delight to hear, and which a godly 
ministry, such as they would choose, would desire to 
preach. Leave the choice of the ministry, then, in the 
hands of the people. They will most carefully seek for 
one who id sound in the ■ faith, and honest in the sacred 
cause ; they will soonest reject one who may seek to prevent 
the truth of God. In th& laity alone is there safety, who 
will see that the church is furnished with a ministry who 
shall be the best defenders of the faith, by the authority of 
their learning and the piety of their lives. 

7. The right of suffrage promotes a mutual endearment 
between pastor and people ; and the spiritual edification of 
the church. They receive instruction, with aflectionate* 
interest and confidence, from the lips of the preacher whom 

^ '' If yon were to take the gr£at mast qf the people of England, yea 
would find a burst of righteous indignation against them (the Tractarians). 
They would say, if we are to have popery, let us have honest old popery, 
at once. If you are right, you do not go far enough j and if you are wrong, 
you go too far "—««». Mr, SeweU, cUed in Letters to the Laity. 

•» ** When the prerogative and pre-eminence of any single person in the 
church began to be in esteem; not a few who failed in their attempts of 
attaining it, to revenge themselves on the church, made it their business 
to invent and propagate pernicious heresies. So did Thebulis, at Jerusa- 
lem, Euseb., lib. 4, cap. 22, and Valentinas, Tertul. ad. Valentin., cap. 4^ 
and Marcion, at Rome, Epiphan. Haeres, 42. Montanus fell into his dotage 
on the same account ; so did Novitianus, at Rome, Euseb., lib. 7, cap. 43, 
and Anus, at Alexandria. Hence is that censure of them by Lactantios, 
lib. 4, cap. 30, * li quorum fides fuit lubrica, cum Deum nosse se el coleie 
simularent, augendis opibus et honori studentes, aflTectabant maiimum 
sacerdotium,et a potioribus victi, secedere cum suflTragatoribus maluemnt, 
quam sos ferre pnepositos quibus concupierant Ipsi ante preponi.''— Oio^ 
Works, Vol. XX, p. 169. 
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they have appointed over themselves, the man of their 
choice ; while he, in turn, speaks to them in the fulness 
and confidence of . reciprocal love. The ministry of a 
priesthood, on the other hand, which is imposed upon a 
people, is .a hireling service, in which neither speaker nor 
hearer can have equal interest. 

Finally. It produces the most efficient ministry. 

This is a general conclusion, drawn from the foregoing 
considerations, and a position established by the whole 
history of the chunch. It contradicts all history, and all 
the principles of hKifhan conduct, to suppose, that an inde- 
pendent establishment, in which the priesthood are settled 
down at ease in their livings, can have the efficacy and 
moral power of a clergy, the tenure of whose office depends 
upon their activity and usefulness. 



CHAPTER V. 

DISCIPLINE BY THE CHURCHES. 

The discipline of the apostolical churclies was admin- 
istered by the body of believers collectively ; and continued 
to be so directed until the third or fourth century. About 
this period of time, the simple and efficient discipline of 
the primitive church was exchanged for a complicated and 
oppressive system of penance administered by the clergy. 
But the church itself possesses the only legitimate authority 
for the administration of their discipline. They are a vol- 
untary association. They have the right to enact their 
own laws, and prescribe such conditions of membership 
with themselves as they may judge expedieiit, agreeably 
to the word of God. The right to administer ecclesiastical 
discipline was guaranteed to the churches from their first 
organization under the apostles ; but was finally lost by the 
usurpation of the priesthood under the Episcopal hierarchy. 

I. The right to administer ecclesiastical discipline was 
originally vested in the church itself. 

The argument in support of this proposition is derived : 

1. From the Scriptures. 

2. From the early Fathers. 

3. From the authority of ecclesiastical writers. 

4. From the fact, that the entire government of the 
church was vested in that body itself. 
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1. The argument from Scripture. 

Our Lord himself is generally supposed to teach, in Matt. 
18 : 15 — 18, that the public discipline of oflfenders should 
be administered by authority of the church. 

These instructions are understood to have been given 
prospectively, and to contain the rules by which the disci- 
pline of the Christian church should be administered. 
But whether given prospectively with reference to the 
Christian church which was about to be established, or 
designed to exhibit the proper mode of procedure in the 
discipline of .the Jewish synagogue, they doubtless develop 
the principle on which ecclesiastical censure should be 
conducted under the Christian dispensation. Lightfoot 
and Vitringa have clearly shown that the directions of. our 
Lord, in this instance, accord with the established xisage of 
the synagogue, which, as we have already seen, was the 
pattern of the primitive church, both in its government and 
forms of worship. Vitringa- has shown, at length, that this 
sentence was to be pronounced by a popular vote in- public 
assembly, and that the same course of procedure was to 
be the rule of the Christian church. The church therer 
fore, collectively, like the synagogue,^ is the ecclesiastical 
couft.of impeachment for the trial of offeaces. If private 
remonstrance proves ineffectual,- the case is to be brought 
before the' church^ in public assembly convened; to-be 
adjudged by a public vote of that, body, .after the manner 
oif the Jewish synagogue. . 

This rule of discipline was also established in tha 
Christian church by appstolicc^ authority . 

We have oh record one instance of a trial before the 
church which :«^as. instituted by the command of the apos- 
tle Paul, and conducted throughout agreeably to his instruc- 
tions. A Christian convert in Corinth, and a member of 

1 Vitringa, De Synagoga Vet., Lib. 3, p. 1, c. 9. Augosti's Denkwflrdig-. 
keiten, Vol. IX, p. 43, seg. Ffaff, De Ozigimbw Jari« £cGles.,l». 99. 
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the church which had recently been established in that city, 
had maintained an incestuous connexioti with his father's 
wife.. This shocking sin, unexampled even among. the 
Gentiles, the apostle rebukes with righteous abhorrence. 
The transgressor ought to be put away from among them ; 

■ 

and, uniting with them -as* if. present in their assembly con- 
vened for the purpose, he resolves to deliver him* unto 
SataUj in the name^ and with the power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, i. e., by the hejp and with, the authority of the 
Lord, 1 Cor. 5:3 — 5. 

Upon this passage we remark : — 

1. The decision was not an official act of the apostle,' 
a sentence pronounced by his authority alone. It was the 
act of the church. Absent in body, but present in spirit 
with them when asisembled together, the apostle pronouBces 
his decision as if acting and co-operating with them. By this 
parenthetic sentence, " When ye are gathered together and 
my spirit," he indicates the intervention and co-operation of 
the church in the sentence pronounced upon the'trana-' 
gressor. " The apostle," says De Wette,^ "qualifies the 
earnestness with which he speaks in the third verse, by 
reference,- first, to the authority of Christ, and secondly, to 
the co-operation of the church; agreeably to the republican' 
spirit of ancient Christianity, personating himself as preei^t 
in spirit in their assembly." Such also is Neandet's in- 
terpretation of the passage.- " When the apostle speaks of 
an excommunication from the church, he regards himself 
as united iii spirit with the whole ehurch, 1 Cor. .5.: 4, 
setting forth the rule, that their action is requisite in all 
such concerns of general interest. "^ Even in this very 
chapter, he refuses himself to judge in such cases, sub- 
mitting them to the church themselves. . " What have I to 
do to judge them that are without? " i. e., men of the wdrld, 

• 

t Cemment ad locam. 

*Allgem.Getch.,l,p.29S. Comp. p. 300. Apoet. Kirch., 1, pp. 319, SE^ 
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" Do not ye judge them that are within? i. e., members of 
the church. ."But them that are without God judgeth," 
xglvet, or rather xglyef, will jtcdgCj which is the approved 
reading. " Therefore put away from among yourselves 
that wicked persouy^ vs. 12, 13. 

The severe censure with which the apostle reflects upon 
the Corinthian§ for tolerating the offender so long, shows 
. that the responsibility rested- "with them. They should 
h&ve put away this offence from among them.* But if it 
was wholly the act of the apostle, why censure them for 
l^eglecting- to do what they had no right or authority to do? 
Are the members of the Episcopal church to be blamed 
.for the total neglect of discipline in their. communion, while 
' the clergy have the sole power of administering discipline? 
Neither could the Corinthians deserve censure, except they 
had authority to exercise the discipline which they neglected. 
Both here, and in 2 Cor. 2 : 3^-11, the apostle refers dis- 
tinctly to -their neglect in thi§ matter. 

Again, in 2 Cor.. 2: 6, he speaks of the excommunica- 
tion as. the act of the church; The punishment was in- 
flicted, -in^ Twy niBidvfav, " of many," i. e., by the many, the 
majority. BilrotTi paraphrases this in connection with the 
. preceding verse, as follows : — " Whether he, or the oflen- 
der, have caused grief to me, comes not into consideration. 
It \s not that J must suffer for him, but yovi; at least, a part 
of you; for I will not be unjust^ and charge you all with 
having been indifl[erent conceming^ his transgi'essiotis. 
Paul proceeds still further; v. 6 ; he calls those who had 
reprehended the transgressor tM majority, who had con- 
• demned his vice and been grieved by it." 

Once more, the .apostle does not himself restore the 
transgressor, now penitent for his sin ; but exhorts the Co^ 
nnthians to do it. But if the church have theinselves the 

4 Mosheim, Institationes Majores, P. II, c. 3, $ 14. 
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authority to receive him again to their communion, had 
they not also this right of censure ? " The punishment 
which they had extended over him, hy excluding him from 
their communion, is declared to be sufficient, since he had 
reformed himself, (on lxav6v, see Winer, p. 297.) The 
apostle himself, therefore, proposes, v. 7, that they should 
again treat him in a friendly manner, ani qomfort him, in 
order that he might not be worn away by over-much grief." * 
In y. 10, again, he signifies his readiness to assent to. their 
decisions; whom they forgive, he forgives also; and that/ 
because ^A^y had forgiven him.- 

. 2. This sentence was an acttud excommunication ; nqi 
a judicial visitation- analogous. to that upon Simon Magus, 
Acts 13 : 11. By this sentence he was. removed from the 
church of Christ, and reduced' to his former cotidition- as a 
heathen man. \ This, according -to the most approved com- 
mentatqrs, is the full meaning of the {^irase, naqadtdd^ai 
T<j) JSaravQ, . The world, in -the angelol'ogy of the Jews^and 
a^eeably to the Scriptutes, compriises ttvo great divisions ;• 
the kingdom of JChrist, and the kingdom of Satan^' 'By 
this- sentence of excommunication, the incestuous persm 
is transferred from the visible . kingdom* of our Loid, to 
the dominion of Satan, and in this sense -delivered unto 
him. ■'...••• . • *." 

3. .The tdtimateoiject of this discipline was the rrfcrmeh 
turn of the offcTtder; the destruction of . the flesh, 4hat.fAe 
spirit. Tnay be saved in the day of the 'Lord Jesus'.- Itwte 
not a penance, an arbitraryj-prelatical infliction of pains and' 
penalties, but a disciplinary process for the spiritual good of 
the individual. . * 

4. It is qitestionablcy perhaps;. whether the sentence VHU 
accompanied with the judicial infliction of any diteaie 
whatever. Many of the most respectable commentators 

^ Bilrotb, Comment.' ad lociip. -. 
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understand, by the delivering " to Satan, for the destruction 
of the ftesh^'^ the visitation of some wasting malady. The 
phraseology doubtless admits of such a construction, and 
the language of the apostle on other occasions seems to 
favor it. Com. 1 Cor. 11: 30. 1 Tim. 1: 20. But the 
consequences of this excommunication were of themselves 
sufficient, it may be, to justify this strong expression, the 
destmction of the flesh. To the Jews, under the old dis- 
pensation, and to primitive Christians under the new, it 
was no light matter. It was a withering curse. It was a 
dvU death ; a total exclusion from kindred, from society, 
from all the charities of life, which Christians were wont 
to reciprocate even with the heathen.® This construction, 
again, is given to the passage by commentators of high 
authority. 

But is any bodily disease intended? Flesh, or<4^5, often 
denotes tfie carnal propensities , the sinful appetites and 
passions. Gal. 5: 17, 19. 6:8. Eph. 2: 3. Col. 2: 11. 
The subjugation, the putting away of these, is distinctly 
implied in the ultimate design of this discipline, — the sal- 
vation of the spirit, — and is not this all that is intended in 
the hXedqov xijs aaqxog^ the destruction of the flesh ? How- 
ever that may be, it is not essential to our present purpose. 
Whatever may have been, to the guilty person, the conse- 
quences of the sentence of excommunication, it proceeded 
from the church at the instigation of the apostle. 

An excommunication somewhat similar is described 
briefly in 1 Cor. 16 : 22, — " If any man love not the Lord 

'JosephiiB relates, that those who were excommunicated from the 
Essenea oflen died afler a miserable mariner, and therefore were, from 
motives of compassion, received again when at the point of death. In 
this instance, their oath obliged them to refuse such food as he might 
find ; but was not the case equally as bad, when all were bound, not only to 
refuse him subsistence, but all expressions of kindness and charity? 
Comp. Jahn's Archftology, ^ 528. Hofne's Introduction, B. II, c 3, $ 4. 
Neander's Allgem. Gesch., 1, 373, 2d edit 
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Jesus Christ, let him be anathema maran-atha." The 
word anathema corresponds to the Hebrew D;in, which 
denotes either any thing given up to God, or aevoted to. 
destruction. It was a form of excommunication familiar 
to the Jews, which Mras pronounced publicly upon the 
ofiender, and excluded him from all comniuHion wliatever 
with his countrymen ! '^ Such was the anathema, a'solemn 
sentence of excommunication, publicly pronounced tipon 
the transgressor. The phrase, Mdran-atha, iS the Syro- 
Chaldaic nn« WJD, The Lord comethy i. jb., to jaidgment. 
The whole, taken together, implies that the transgressor is 
separated from the communion of the church, and aban- 
doned to the just judgment of God. All that the apostle 
seems to demand of the Corinthians respecting the offender 
is, that they should exclude him froyn their society, so t^at 
he might cease to be a member of the churqh, verses 12, 13. 
He pronounces no further judginent upon him, but expressly 
refers to the future judgment of God. 

In review, therefore, of these important passages, several 
things are worthy of particular remark. 

1. The sentence of exclusion proceeded not from the 
^diSiox o^ihe c\mTc\i.,h\xi from the church collectively, » • 

2. The excommunication is styled a punishment, ^Tnrtfila, 
But the apostle distinguishes it both from the civil p^nalti^s 
which attended the bans of excommunication among the 
Jews, and from the judicial sentence of God, regarding the 
whole transaction as an ecclesiastical act, intejided to express 
a just abhorrence of the crime, a merited censure of it. • 

3. The reason assigned for the restoration of the offender 
was repentance, — ^(>7ttj, — sorrow for his sin, to which the 
apostle probably refers in a subsequent passage, 7 : 10, 
when he says, " Godly sorrow worketh repentance to sal- 
vation not to be repented of." . \ • *. ' 

"f Jahn's Archaology, $ 'SoS. Dd Pin, De Antiqua Disciplina, Diu. 9> c. S, 
p. 272. 
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4. He was restored .to the comiAunion and fellowship of 
the church, as he had been -excluded, by the public consent ^ 
the yete of . that body. In accordance with these views, 
the apostle exhorts the Corinthians' to separate from them 
any other immoral person, whether he be a fornicator, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or -a drunkard, or an 
extortioner.. 1 Cor. 5.: 11. And the Galatians he exhorts 
to restore, in the 'spirit of n\.eekness, one who may have 
been overtaken in fault. Now this right of judging and 
acdng, both in the expulsion of the immoral an4 the resto- - 
ration of the penitent, vests the power of ecclesiastical cen- 
sure in them.® Comp. 2 Thess. 3: 14, and Rom. liS: 17. 

It was, therefore, the privilege of the apostolic church to 
administer its own discipline by a free and public decision 
in their own body* a right which accords with every just 
principle of religious liberty, while it cleiirly illustrates 
the popular character pf the primitive constitution of the 
church. For, as in their elections, so in their discipline, 
the apostolical churched were doubtless in harmony one 
with another, and may justly be presumed to have observed 
the same rules of fellowship. • Based on the same, princi- 
ples, and governed by similar laws, one example may 
suffice to illustrate the policy of all.^ 

2. Argument from the early fathers. 

Few passages, comparatively, occur in their writings, 
relating immediately to the. point, under consideration, * 
But enough can be derived from them to show that the 
church continued, for two or three centuries, to regulate 
her own discipline by the will of the majority, expressed 
either by a popular vote, or by a representative delegation 
chosen by them. 

8 Rights of the Church; by Tindal, p. 39. 

• On this whole subject, comp. Vitringa, De Synagogi, Lib. 3, p. 1, c 10. 
Pertsch, Kireh. Hist., 1, 4to, p. 469, seq. Recht. £cc]es. .Kirchenbaans, 
VoiTede,Aiugab,1738,4. C. M. PfitfS; DeOriginibiu Juris £ccl.;j»p.l0-13. 
Neander's AUgem. Gtiftch., p. 349, s^q., 71, 98, &c. 
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Clemens Romanus, the only apostolical father belonging 
strictly to the first century, and contemporary with several 
of the apostles, throughout his epistle treats the church of 
Corinth as the only court of censure. He addresses his 
epistle, A. D. 68 or 98, not to the bishop, but to the entire 
body of believers. This circumstance is worthy of particu- 
lar notice, inasmuch as the epistle is written relative to a 
case of discipline, and not to enforce the practical duties of 
religion. The church at Corinth was recognized as having 
authority in the case under consideration. The epistle of 
Polycarp, also, treating on the same general subject, is 
addressed to the church at Philippi, recognizing in the 
same manner the right of the church to take cognizance of 
ofiences. 

Clement, in his epistle, reflects severely upon the Corin- 
thians for their treatment of their religious teachers, some 
of whom they had rejected from the ministry. To do this 
without good reason, he assures them " would be no small 
sin" in them,^® and earnestly exhorts them to exercise a 
charitable, orderly, and submissive spirit. But he oJSeis 
no hint, ^ 42 — 53, that they had exceeded the limits of 
their legitimate authority, even in deposing some from the 
ministry ; on the contrary, he recognizes the right of the 
church to regulate, at their discretion, their own discipline, 
and the duty of others to acquiesce in it. " Who among 
you is generous? who is compassionate? who has any 
charity ? Let him say whether this sedition, this conten- 
tion, and these schisms be on my account. I am ready to 
depart, — to go whithersoever you please, and to do whatso- 
ever ye shall command me, only let the flock of Christ be 
in peace with the ministers that are set over them." ^^ 

The above passage is twice quoted by Chancellor King, 
of the Episcopal church, in proof that the laity were mem- 
bers of the ecclesiastical court for the trial of oflences, " and 

10 Chiivicey's Episcopacy, i^. 77, 781 i> Ep. ad Cor. c. 44b 
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judges therein." ^ And Riddle, of the same communion, 
concurs with him in opinion. " Clement," says this au- 
thor, "recommends those on whose account the dissensions 
had arisen, to retire and to submit to the will of the majori- 
ty." ^^ These censures to which Clement urges them to 
submit, he characterizes as '* the commands of the rrndtitudty 

The epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians, written, ac- 
cording to bishop Wake, A. D. 116 or 117, affords us, 
indirectly, a similar example of the deportment of the 
church towards a fallen brother. This venerable father 
was greatly afflicted at the defection of Valens, a pres- 
byter of that church, who had fallen into some scandalous 
offence. But he entreats the charitable consideration of 
the church towards the ofiender, urging them to exercise 
moderation towards him ; and on similar occasions to seek 
to reclaim the erring, and to call them back, in the 
spirit of kindness and Christian charity. ^^ The address 
and exhortation, throughout, proceed on the supposition, 
that the duty of mutual watchfulness belongs to the breth- 
ren of the church collectively. It is not, however, a clear 
case of church discipline, though this may be implied. 

Next in succession is Tertullian. He has given, in his 
Apology for the Christians, an account of the constitution of 
their society or church, together with the nature and cir- 
cumstances of its religious worship and discipline. The 
passage in question is, in several respects, one of the moat 
important extant, in the writings of the early fathers. Let 
us, however, confine our attention at present to that part of 
it which relates to their mode of administering ecclesiastical 

« PrimitiTe Church, B. I, c. 11, J 6, 7, J 2. 

IS Christ. Antiq., p. 9. El de ifih aidcrig xal l^Qi; xal a/Za/uar^ 
Inx^iqGi, &7teifn, oL lav ^oihriGde, xai noi^ tu n^araaadfiepa 
irrd Tov nXiffiovg, — Ep, ad Cor,, c. 64. 

M Comp. Ep.y c. 11. 

9 
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censure. This Apology was written, probably^ about A. D. * 
198 or 199, or, at the latest, in 205. " We, Christians," says 
Tertullian, "are one body by our agreement in religion, and 
our unity of discipline, and bonds of hope, speifoedere, being 
animated with one and the same hope." -He then proceeds 
to describe their public worship as consisting in prayer and 
the reading of the Scriptures, and then adds, " Surely from 
the sacred oracles we strengthen our faith, we encourage 
our hope, we establish our trust [in God], and, by the 
divine precepts, press the duties of religion. Here, also, 
we ejthort and reprove, and pass the divine censure^ — [the 
sentence of excommunication]. For, the judgment is given 
with great solemnity, and as in the presence of God. AxA 
it is regarded as the most impressive emblem of the final 
judgment, when one has so. sinned as to be banished from 
the prayers, the assemblies, and the holy communion of 
the church." i^ ' 

We are a society, corpus sumus ; we are an associated 
body, in which seems, of necessity, to be implied.- the idea 
of a voluntary, deliberative and popular assembly ; — and • 
the tenor of the entire passage, viewed in its connection, 
forcibly impresses us with the conviction, that the " divine 
censure " was inflicted by the united decision of that body. 
Certain approved elders, probati quique seniores, presided ; 
but nothing is said to indicate even that they pronmmeed • 
the sentence, as the "offiicers of the church. How extra-' 
ordinary the omission, then, if these elders had already, 
within the space of one hundred and fifty years, usurped 

• 

1^ Corpus sumas de conscientia religionis et ilisciplinae imitate et spei 

focdere Certe iidem, Sanctis vocibus pascimus, spem erigimofl^ 

fiduciam figimus, disciplinam praeceptorum nihilominus inculd^tionibas, 
densamus 3 ibidem etiam exhortationes, castigationes, ct* censtwa divma. 
Nam et judicatur magno cum pondere, ut apud certos de Dei conspecta; 
Bummumque futuri judicii praejudicium est, se quis ita deliquerit at, a 
communicatione orationis et conventus et omnis sancti commercii rele- * 
getuT,-^ ApoL 39, Comp. $ 02, also J. H. Bohmer, Diss. 3, p. 191. 
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the prerogatives, and assumed the rights, which, hy divine 
authority, was originally accorded to the church,^-of regu- 
lating her own discipline by her public deliberative assem- 
bly ? - Chancellor King,!^ and even the " great Du Pin," ^'^ 
though himself a Roman Catholic, both cite the above 
passage, as evidence that the discipline of the church con- 
tinued to he-administered, as from the4>eginning it had been, 
hy pudlic vote of the church; the clergy being understood to 
have bad a joint action and influence in these deliberations. 

On another occasion, Tertullian remarks, that the crimes 
of idolatry and of murder are of such enormity, that the 
charity of the churches is not extended to such as had been 
guilty of these oflfences.^® 

We come next to Cyprian, who was contemporary with 
TertuUian, and died about forty years later. In considering 
the authority of Cyprian, let the reader also bear in mind 
the following remarks of Riddle relative to this celebrated 
father. " In the§e writings of Cyprian, as well as in all 
his works, we are especially delighted with the sincere and 
primitive piety of the author; while the chief subject of our 
regret and disapprobation are his mistaken views concern- 
ing the constitution of the church, and, especially, his 
assertion of undue power and prerogative on behalf of 
Christian ministers; — of such influence and authority as 
the apostles never sanctioned, and such as no pastors who 
have thoroughly imbibed the apostolic spirit would wish to 
exercise or to possess." ^^ But notwithstanding this "undue 
power and prerogative*- which Cyprian ascribes to Chris- 
tian ministers, he uniformly recognizes, and most fully 
asserts, the right of the church to direct the discipline of 
its members. About the year 250, the emperor Decius 

w Prim. Christ., P. I, c. VIT, $ 4. 
17 x)u Pin's Antiqua Disciplina, Diss. 3, c. 1. 

i^Keque idololatriae, neque sanguini pax ab ecclesiis redditur. — De 
PvdieU,c,n, 19 Christ. Antiq., p. 99. 
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issued an edict commanding the Christians to sacrifice to 
the gods. To escape the requisitions and penalties of this 
edict, Cyprian, then bishop of Carthage, was compelled to 
fly for his life, and continued in exile about sixteen months. 
But many of his church, under the relentless persecution 
that ensued, yielded an apparent compliance to the empe- 
ror's impious command. Others, without compliance, had 
the address to obtain a certain certificate from the prose- 
cuting officer which freed them from further molestation. 
All such persons, however, were denominated the lapsed, 
lapsi, and wete excommunicated as apostates. The system 
of canonical penance, as it was called, at this time was so 
far established, that this class of offenders were required to 
fulfil the forms of a prescribed and prolonged penance 
before they could be restored to the communion of the 
church. Many of the lapsed, however, touched with a 
sense of their guilt, plead for an abatement of the rigor of 
these austerities, and an earlier and easier return to the 
communion of the church. To this course a party in the 
church were, for various reasons, strongly inclined; and 
some were actually restored in the absence of the bishop. 
This irregularity was often and severely censured by 
Cyprian, who, in his epistles and writings relative to the 
case of the lapsed, often recognizes the right of the people 
to be a party in the deliberations and decisions held, and 
to be held, respecting them. The clergy who had favored 
this abuse, he says, " shall give an account of what they 
have done, to himself, to the confessors,^ and to the whole 
church," ^i 

*o *' It was the privilege of the cof^e$8or8, that is, of persons who had 
suffered torture, or received sentence of death, to give to any of the IiqMed 
a written paper, termed a letter qf peace; and the bearer was entitled to a 
remission of some part of the ecclesiastical discipline/' — Burton' 8 
<lfthe Church, Chap. 15. 

*i Acturi et apud nos, et apud confessores ipsos, et apud ptebem 
torn, causam suam cum, Domino permittente, in tinum matrii eccl< 
recolligi coeperimos.— Ep. 10, al. 9. 
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Agaia he says, in a letter addressed to tlie church, 
"When, the Lord shall have restored peace unto us all, 
and we shall all have returned to the church again, we 
shall then examine all these things, you also being presoU 
and judging oftheray In the conclusion of the same epistle 
he adds, " I desire then that they would patiently hear our 
counsel and wait for our return, that then, when many of 
.us, hishops, shall have met together, we may examine the 
certificates and desires of the blessed martyrs, according to 
the discipline of the Lord, in the presence of the confessors, 
and ajccording to your will,^^^'^ 

Again, in his epistle to his people at Carthage, in which 
he bewails the schism of Felicissimus, he assures them • 
that, on his return, he with his colleagues, will dispose' of 
the case agreeably to the will of his people ^ and the mutual 
council of both clergy and people.23 The two offending 
subdeacons and acolyths, he declares, shall be tried, not 
only in the presence ^f his colleagues, but before tJie wJiola 
people.^^ The above and other similar passages are often 
cited in evidence of the agency which tlie people still 
continued, in the middle of the tbird. century, to exert in 
•the administration of ecclesiastical censure/-^ Will one 
presume to say, that in refusing to decide upon any case, 
or to exercise any authority, he X)nly condescends kindly 

s Cam, pace nobis omnibus a Domino prius data, ad ecclesiam rcgredi 
coeperimus, tunc examinabuntur singula, praesentibtts et judicantibtu vobit, 
— Audiant quaeso, patientur consilium nostrum, expcctcnt rcgrcssionem 
nostram; ut cum ad vos, per Dei misericordiam venerimus, convocati 
episcopi plures secundum Domini disciplinam, .et' confessorum, praesenti- 
am et vestram quoque sententiam martyrum littcras et dcsidcria examinare • 
possimus. — Ep. 12, al. 11. 

^ Cum coUegis meis, quibus praesentibus, secundum arbitrium quoque 
Testrum et omnium nostrum commune consilium, sicut scmel placuit ca 
quae agenda sunt, disponere pariter et limare poterimus Ep. 40. 

^ Non tantum cum coUegis meis, sed cum plcbe ipsa universa.— £^. 34. 
Crimina — publice a nobis et pUbe cognoscercntur.— £|p. 44. 

» Comp. Daille, Right U«e of the Fathers, B. 2, c. 6, pp. 328-^-330. 

9» 
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to regsri the wiQ of tlie people, widtoat acknowledgii^ 
dteir right ? we a^ in Te^tr. Is this die language awMJ smnt 
of pre!acT ? CoaM s zoodem diocesan so ^Kak^ awMJ per- 
fonn aH his dudes with, such scmpoloos regard to die will 
of his peo|^ in ererT thin^. widioat ecxciting- in their 
minds the idea of that rdigiocES lihertTy which, finom ^ 
heginningy the church was accnstomed to etqay^ and iriiidi 
they were so much encoarsged to exercise ? XTuder such 
instructions, they most hare been hut poor pioficienis in 
die doctrine of passire obedience. 

Enough has been said to iilostrate, at least, the usage 6i 
the chorch at Carthage. Between this chnrch and th«t 
at Rome, under Cornelius, there was, at this time, the 
greatest harmony of sentiment in relation to the discipline 
of the chorch. And, from the correspondence between the 
churches, wiiich is recorded in the woiks of Cyprian, there 
is conclusire eridence that the polity of that church was 
die same as that of Carthage. This is so cleariy asserted 
by Du Pin, that I shall dismiss this point by citing- his 
authority. After making the extract from Tertullian, which 
has been given above, and others from Cyprian, simihff to 
those which have already been cited, he adds, •* From 
whence it is plain, that both in Rome and at Carthage, no 
one could be expelled from the church, or restored again, 
except with the consent of the people." This, according to 
the same author, was in conformity with apostolical prece- 
dent in the case of the incestuous person at Corinth.^ 

Origen, again, of Caesarea in Palestine, speaks of the 
conviction of an ofiender before the whole church, inl ndaif^ 
ti^; ixxlijalag, as the customary mode of triaL^ With that 

>* De Antiqua Disciplina, Diss. 3, pp. S48, SI9. 

" /7^; dk lit doxovr axli^Qdv TtQdg to^g rd llairora i^a^r^ 
xdiag, iiTtot ug &r or* dvx Flcor* dig i|^» ju^ ^xoi'aavra^ j6 
tf^ixop d.xovaai &g didi tovio ftijxin livai &g iOixbv xal rdc&r^ir, 
ij firfXku dirfirivat tov Inl nda^^ ir^g \xxXiifriag,f~' 
ifatt.; Tom. 13, p. 612. Com. p. 613. 
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of Origen we may join the authority of Chrysostom at 
Constantinople. In commenting upon 1 Cor. 5 : 3 — 5, he 
represents the complaint of the apostle to be that the 
Corinthians had not put away that wicked person from 
among them; " showing that this ought to be done without 
their teacher," ^s and that the apostle associates them with 
him, "that his own authority might not seem to be too 
great" in the transaction. Theodoret also expresses much 
the same sentiments upon the passage under consideration.* 

These authorities are derived both from the Eastern and 
the Western church. As ancient expositions of the apostoli- 
cal rule, and as examples of the usage of the churches in 
the ages immediately succeeding that of the apostles, they 
indicate that throughout this period ecclesiastical discipline 
was administered in accordance with the will of the people, 
and by their decision. The bishops and clergy, instead of 
holding in their own grasp the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, co-operated with the church in their deliberations ; 
and acted as the official organ of the assembly in executing 
its decisions. Neither were the bans of the church wielded 
in terror, as often they have been since, by an arbitrary 
priesthood, to accomplish their own sinister ends. 

The penitent was restored, also, in the spirit of kindness 
and Christian forgiveness, by the joint consent of the same 
body ;i¥hich had originally excluded him from their com- 
munion. 

This point deserves distinct consideration, as another 
indication of the religious liberty enjoyed by the church. 
Paul submitted to the church at Corinth the restoration of 
the offender whom they had excluded from his communion. 

* ^eixvbg 8r* dh x^glg lov didaax<ih)v to yeviadat %det 

Xva iir[ dd^T] nolXii bit i^ otvdapjla. 

Horn. 15, ad 1 Cor., Tom. 10, p. 126. 
*• Theodoret, Comment, ad locum, Opera, Tom. 3, p 141. Comp. Blon- 
dell, De jure plebis in regimine eeclesiastico, where many other authoritici 
are given. 
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TertuUian makes it the duty of the penitent to cast himself 
at the feet of the clergy, and kneeling at the altar of God, 
to seek the pardon and intercessions of aU the brethren,^ 
Cyprian, in the passage cited above, declares, that the 
lapsed, who had been excluded from the church, must 
make their defence before all the people, apttd ' plebem 
universam, " It was ordained by an African synod, in the 
third century, thati except in danger of death, or of a suddea 
persecution, none should be received unto the peace of the 
church, without the knowledge and consent of the people,''^ ^^ 
Natalis, at Rome, in the first part of the third century, 
threw himself at the feet of the clergy and laity ^ and so 
bewailed his faults, that the church was inoved with comr 
passion for him, and with much difficulty he was received 
into their communion.32 The same is related of one of 
the bishops, who was restored to the church at Rome, 
un(fer Cornelius, lo lay communion, ^^ through t/ie-Tnedia' 
tion of all the people then present ^^^ Serapion, at 
Antioch, again, was refused admission to that church, 
nobody giving attention to him,^^ At Rome, then, in 
Africa, in Asia, and universally, the penitent was restored 
to Christian communion, by the authority of the church 
from which he had been expelled. 

If it were necessary to adduce further evidence in vindi- 
cation of the right of the people to administer the discipline 
of the church, it might be drawn from the acknowledged fact, 
that the people, down to the third or fourth century, retained, 
and not unfrequently exercised, the right even of deposing 
one from the ministry. The controversy of the people of 
Corinth with their pastors, as indicated in the epistle of 

30 Presbyteris advolvi, et cans Dei adgeniculari omnibus fratribus lega- 
tiones deprecationis suae injungere. — De PoenUentiaf c. 9. 

31 Cyprian, Epist. 59. The same fact is also asserted by Du Pin, in the 
passage quoted above. ^ Euseb., Eccl. Hist., Lib. 5, c. 28. 

» Euseb.y Eccl. Hist, Lib. 6, c. 43. ^ Euseb., EccL Hist, Lib..6, c. 44. 
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Clement, has been already mentioned; and the case of 
Valens deposed from the ministry by the church at Philip- 
pi. To these may be added the instances of Martialis and 
Basilides, bishops of Leon and Astorga in Spain, who were 
deposed by their people for idolatry. From this sentence 
of the people they appealed to several bishops in Africa. 
These, after hearing the case in common council, A. D. 
258, affirmed the act of the people. The result of their 
deliberations was communicated by Cyprian, from which 
decision the extract below is taken, in which he fully 
accords to the people the right both to choose the worthy 
and to depose the unworthy. Eligendi digrws sdcerdotes 
et indignos reciaandi. " Many other such like passages," 
says King, "are found in that synodical epistle, which 
flatly asserts the people's power to depose a wicked and 
scandalous bishop," ^ and with him Bingham substantially 
agrees.36 And again, by Dr. Barrow, of the Episcopal 
church. "In reason, the nature of any spiritual office 
consisting in instruction in truth, and guidance in virtue 
toward the attainment of salvation, if any man doth lead 
into pernicious error or impiety, he thereby ceaseth to be 
capable of such office ; as a blind man, by being so, doth 
cease to be a guide. No man can be bound to follow any 
one into the ditch, or to obey any one in prejudice to his 
own salvation. If any pastor should teach bad doctrine, or 

prescribe bad practice, his people may reject and disobey 
him."37 

^ Prim. Chris., P. 1, c. 6. The following passage is an example of such 
an assertion. Inde per temporum et successionum vices episcoponim 
ordinatio et ecclesiae ratio decurrit at ecdena super eptscopoa corutituaiur 
et omnis actus ecclesiae per eosdem praepositos gubemetur. Cum hoc 
itaque lege divina fundatum sit, miror quosdam, audaci temeritate, sic mihi 
scribere voluissc ut ecclesiae nomine literas facerent, quando ecclesia in 
episcopo et clero et in omnibus stantibus [i. e., who had apostatized] sit 
constitata^ — Ep, 33, al. 27. ' 

*> Book 16, c 1. Comp. Neander's Allgem. Kirch. Gesch., 11; p. 341. 

^ Barrow's Works, Vol. I, p. 744. Comp., also, Fertsch, Kirch. Hist, 
I, p. 370. Mosheim, Can. Recht, p. 60. 
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From these- censures of a popular assembly an appeal 
would be made, as in the case before us, to a synodical 
council, or to • the- neighboring bishops. For this reason, 
they are sometimes represented as the ecclesiastical court 
for the frial of the cfergy. Such they were at a subsequeat 
period; but in the primitive church it was, aa appears from 
the foregoing authorities, the right of the church to eier^ 
cise her discipline over both Ikiij and clergy. The greater 
includes the less. The right to depose a scandalous bishop, 
of necessity supposes the right to expel from their commu- 
nion an unworthy member of humbler rank. As, in the 
highest act of ecclesiastical censure, so in smaller ofiences, 
the conclusion is .irresistible, that the discipline of the 
church was condufcted with .the strictest regard to the 
popular rights and privileges of its members. 

3. Argument from the authority of ecclesiastical writers. 

Authority is not argument. But the Opinion of those 
who have made ecclesiastical history the study of their 
life, is worthy of our confidence. ' The concurring opinion 
of many such becomes a valid reason for our belief. What 
then is their authority ? 

Valesius, the learned commentator on Eusebius, says 
that " the people's suffrages were required whenany one 
was to be received into the church, who for any fault had 
been excommunicated." 38 This is said in relation to the 
usage of the church in the third century. 

The authority of Du Pin, the distinguished historian of 
the Roman Catholic communion, whose opinion is worthy 
of all confidence, is to the same effect; that the discipline 
of the church continued, in the third century, to be admin- 
istered by the church as it had been from the beginning.* 

Simon is, profoundly learned on all points relating to 
ecclesiastical usage, says that, " this church discipline was 

» Eccl. Hist., Lib. 6, 44. Com. Lib. 5, 28. 
^ Antiqua Disciplina, Diss. 3, c. 1. 
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80 administered that not only the clergy, especially the 
bishops, and in important cases a council of them, but 
also the church, in every case, gave their decision and ap- 
probation, in order that nothing might be done through 
pitBJudice and private interest by being submitted to. the 
clergy and bishops alone." ^® 

J^aumgaiten ascribes to the church alone the entire con- 
trol of ecclesiastical ceilsures, from the earliest periods of ' 
the church down to the time of Cyprian, whe.n he supposes ■ 
each case to have been first adjudicated by the church, and 
afterwards by the clergy and bishops.^^ 

Mosheim is full and explioit to the same point. He not 
only ascribes to- the church the power of enacting, their 
own laws and choosing their own pfficers, but. of excluding 
and receiving such as were .the subjects of discipline,' 
malos et degeneros et exclude?idi et recipiendi, and adds that 
nothing of any moment was transacted or decided without 
their knowledge and consent.'*^ 

Planck asserts that, so late as the middle of the third 
pentury, the church still exercised their original right of 
contralling the bans of the church; both in the exclusion 
of offenders, and in the restitution of pepitents.^^ 

Guerike also states, that, in the third century, the duty 
c(f excluding from the church and of restoring to their 
communion, devolved slill upon the laity.^^ 

The views of Neander again are sufficiently apparent 
from quotations which have already been made in the 
progress of this work. More thoroughly conversant with 
the writings of the fathers, and more profoundly skilled in 
the government and history of the church than any man 

• • ■ • 

^ V'orlesiuigen; Ober Christ. Alterthum., p. 426. 

<i Erlauterungen, Christ. Alterthum., § 122. . Comp. also J 3G, and p. 85. 

** De Rebus Christ., Saec. Prim.; $ 45. ^ 
• « Geseli. Verfass., 1, pp. 180, 508. Comp. pp. 1^9—1^, and Fuch'i 
Bibliotheca, 1, p. 43, seq. 

44 Kirch. Gescb., p. 94, 100,101; 2d edU. 
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living, lie not only ascribes the discipline of offenders 
originally to the deliberation and action of the church, bat 
states, moreover, that this right was retained by the laity 
in the middle of the third century,' after the rise of the 
Episcopal power, and the consequent change in the gov- 
ernment of the church. " The participation of the laity 
in the concerns of the church was not yet altogether ex- 
cluded. One of these concerns was the restoration of the 
lapsed to the communion of the church. The examination 
which was instituted in connection with this restoration 
was also held before the whole church." ^^ 

These authorities might be extended almost inilefinitely ; 
but enough have been cited to show that, in the opinion of 
those who are most competent to' decide, the sacred ri^t 
of directing the discipline of the church was, from the 
beginning, exercised by the whole body of believers be- 
longing to the community ; and that they continued, in the 
third century, in the exercise of the same prerogative. 

4. Argument from the fact, that the entire government 
of the church was under the control of its members. 

The popular government of the. primitive church per- 
vaded their ecclesiastical polity throughout. The members 
of the church unitedly enacted their laws, elected their 
officers, established their judicature, and managed all their 
afiairs by their mutual suffrages. " With them resided the 
power of enacting laws, as also of adopting or rejecting 
whatever might be proposed in the general assenilblies, and 
of expelling and again receiving into communion any de- 
praved or unworthy members. In a word, nothing what- 
ever, of any moment, could be determined on, or carried 
into effect, without their knowledge and concurrence."^ 

On this point we must be permitted again to adduce the 
authority of Neander. After showing at length, that, 

«» Allgem. Kirch. Gesch., 1, p. 342, 2d edit 
«• Mosheim, i>e Reboi Christ., Saec. 1, ) ^ 
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agreeably to the spirit of the primitive clinrch, all were re- 
garded as different organs and members of one body, and 
actuated by one and the same spirit, be adds, " But from 
the nature of the religious life and of the Christian church, 
it is hardly possible to draw the inference naturally that 
the government should have been entrusted to the hands of 
a single one. The monarchical farm of government ac' 
cords not with the spirit of the Christian church,^^ ^"^ 

Riddle gives the following sketch of the constitution and 
government of the church at the beginning of the second 
century. " The subordinate government, &c. , of each partic- 
ular church was vested in itself; that is to say, the whole 
body elected its minister and officers, and was consulted 
concerning all matters of importance." This is said of the 
church at the close of the first century .^^ 

Even the " judicious " Hooker, the great expounder of 
the ecclesiastical polity of the Episcopal church, distinctly 
declares, that " the general consent of all " is requisite 
for the ratification of the laws of the church. " Laws 
could they never be without the consent of the whole 
chuicli to be guided by them ; whereunto both nature, and 
the practice of the church of God set down in Scripture, is 
found so consonant, that God himself would not impose his 
own laws upon his people by the hands of Moses without 
their free and open consent." ^^ 

From all which, in connection with what has already 
been said in the fore part of this work, the popular admin- 
istration of the government is sufficiently manifest. Evea 
the minute concerns of the church were submitted to the 
direction of the popular voice. Is a delegate to be sent out, 
he goes, not as the servant of the bishop, but as the repre- 
sentative of the church, chosen to this service by public vote.***^ 
Is a letter missive to be issued from one church to another,. 

^ Allgem. Gesch., 1, p. 312, 2d. edit. ^ Chronology, p. 13. 

• Ecdedastical PoUty, B. VilL » Ignotiai, ad. Phil.; c. la 

10 



110 JTHE PBUfrnvE chubch. 

it is done in the name of the church ; and, when received, 
is publicly read.^^ In short, nothing is done without the 
consent of the church. Even Cyprian, the great advocate 
for Episcopal precedence in the middle of the third century, 
protests to his clergy, that, " from his first coming to his 
bishopric, he had ever resolved to do nothing according to 
his own private will, without the advice of the clergy and 
the approbation of the people." ^^ 

• The point now under consideration is very clearly pre- 
sented by an old English writer, of Cambridge in Eng- 
land, whose work on Primitive Episcopacy evinces a 
familiar acquaintance with the early history of the church 
that entitles his conclusions to great respect. " In the 
apostle's times, and divers ages after, all the people, under 
the inspection of one bishop, were wont to meet together, 
not only for worship, but for other administrations. All 
public acts passed at assemblies of the whole people. They 
were consulted with, their concurrence was thought 
necessary, and their presence required, that nothing might 
pass without their cognizance, satisfaction and consent. 
This was observed, not only in elections of officers, but 
in ordinations and censures, in admission- of members and 
reconciling penitents, and in debates and consultations 
about other emergences. There is such evidence of this, 
particularly in Cyprian, almost in every one of his epistles, 

Bi The letters of Clement and Polycarp were written by the anthoritjr 
of the churches respectively. Comp. Euseb., Eccl. Hist., 4, c. 15. 5, c. 1, 
and c. 24. With the epistle of Clement, five delegates were sent also fWNB 
the church at Rome, to that of Corinth, to attempt to reconcile the dis- 
tensions in that church. ^ 59. 

M Ad id vero quod scripserunt mihi compresbyteri nostri, Donatus et 
Fortunatus, Novatus et Gordius, solus rescribere nihil potui ; quando a 
primordio episcopatus mei statuerim nihil sine consilio vestro, et tiiM 
consensu plebis meae privatim sententia gerere ; sed cum ad tos per Dtt 
gratiam venero, tunc de eis quae vel gesta sunt, vel gerenda sicut honor 
mutuus poecit in commune tractabimus.— Cjgviony^Jp.d. Comp. Ep. 3,56. 
DaUU on tki Faihenf p. 390. London. 
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that it is acknowledged by modem writers of all sorts, 

such as are most learned and best acquainted with an- 
tiquity." » 

If then the sanction of the church was sought in the 
minutest Aiatters, much more mn3t not an act of such 
solemnity, as that of expelling the guilty, and of restoring 
the penitent, have been submitted to 'their direction ? Is a 
Christian salutation to a sister church communicated by 
public authority, commending, it may be, a faithful brother 
to their communion,* and have they no voice in rejecting'a 
fallen and reprobate member from their communion ? Is 
the sanction of that body requisite before one from another 
church- can- be received to their communion, and have they 
no voide in restoring the penitent who retufns confessing 
his sins und entreating the enjoyment of the same 
privileges ? 

AU this fully accords with the usage of the apostolical 
churches, and is evidently a continuation of the same 
policy. Whether deacons are to be appointed, or an apos- 
tle or presbyters chosen, it is done by vote of the church. 
A case for discipline occurs ; it is submitted to the church. 
A dissension arises. Acts 15 ; this also is referred to the 
church. • The decision is made up as seemeth good to the 
whole church. The result is communicated by the apostles, 
the elders, and the brethren jointly. The brethren of the 
church have a part in all ecclesiastical concerns ; nothing 
is transacted without their approbation and consent. The 
sovereign power is vested in the people. They are con- 
stituted by the apostles themselves the guardians of the 
church, holding in their hands the keys of the kingdom, to 
open and to shut, to bind and to loose at their discretion. 
So the apostles and primitive fathers evidently understood 

• 

•» CIarkaon'8 Primitive Episcopacy, pp. 171, 172. The authority of the 
Magdeburg Centoriaton is also to the same effect. Comp. Clhap. 7, 
CenL n/and m. 
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and administered the government of the church. Neither 
Peter, nor any apostle, nor bishop, nor presbyter, but each 
and every disciple of Christ, is the rock on which he 
would build his church. Such is Origen's interpretation 
of the passage in Matt. 16 : 18. " Every disciple of Christ 
is that rock, and upon all such the whole doctrine of the 
church, and of its corresponding polity is built. If you 
suppose it to be built upon Peter alone, what say you of 
John, that son of thunder ; and of each of the apostles ? 
Will you presume to say, that the gates of hell will prevail 
against the other apostles, and against all the saints, but 
not against Peter? Bather is not this, and that other 
declaration, * On this rock I will build my church,' appli- 
cable to each and every one alike ?" ^ 

Such are the arguments which we ofier in defence of the 
proposition, that any body of believers, associated together 
in the enjoyment of religious rights and privileges, was 
originally an ecclesiastical court, for the trial of offences.** 
This is asserted by the great Du Pin, of the Roman Cath- 
olic church. It is admitted by respectable authorities^ 
King, Cave, Riddle, &c., of the Episcopal church. It is 
generally acknowledged by Protestants of other religioos 
denominations. It is implied or asserted in various pas- 
sages from the early fathers. They speak of it, not as a 
controverted point, but as an admitted principle. The 
sanction of the primitive church was sought in all the less 
important concerns of the church. They controlled also, 
and frequently exercised, the highest acts of ecclesiastical 
censure, in deposing their own pastors and bishops who 
proved themselves unworthy of their sacred office. And, 
finally, the church was from the beginning authorized and 

^ Comment, in Matt., Tom. 3, p. 524. 

^^ It was a doctrine of Tertullian, that where three are assembled to- 
gether in the name of Christ, there they constitute a church, though onlj 
belonging to the lai^. Three were sufficient for this purpose. Ubi tref, 
ecclesia est, licet laici. — Exhort, ad Ctutiiat., c. 7, SXL Dt f^tga^ e. 14w 



DISCEPLmB BT TUB CHTTRCHES. 113 

instructed by the apostle Paul, to administer discipline to 
an ofiending member. With the approbation of the great 
apostle, they pronounced upon the transgressor the sentence 
of excommunication, and again, on receiving satisfactory 
evidence of penitence, restored him to their communion 
and fellowship. 

With the question of expediency, in all this, we have no 
concern. If any prefer the Episcopal, to a Jree and popu- 
lar system of government, they have an undoubted right to 
resign the exercise of this, and of all their rights, to the 
control of the diocesan. But when they go on to assert 
that the exercise of such authority belongs to him by 
the divine right of Episcopacy, we rest assured that they 
have begun to teach for doctrine the commandments of 
men. From the beginning it was not so. " Full well ye 
reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your 
own tradition." 

MODE OF ADMISSION. 

This was at first extremely simple ; consisting only in 
the profession of faith in Christ, and baptism. The church, 
however, .at an early period, learned the necessity of exer- 
cisihg greater caution in receiving men into her communion. 
Taught by their own bitter experience, they began to require, 
in the candidate for admission to their communion, a com- 
petent acquaintance with religious truth, and a trial of his 
character for a considerable space of time. From undue 
laxness, they passed into the opposite extreme, of excessive 
rigor in prescribing, rules and qualifications for communion. 
These austerities gave rise to the order of. catechumens 
towards the close of the second century, and to a long 
train of formalities preliminary to an union with the church. 

In immediate connection with these rites, and as a part 
of the same discipline, began the system of penance in the 
treatment 'of the lapsed — persons who had incurred the 

10* 
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censure of the church. By this system a return to the 
church was rendered even more difiicuh than their original 
entrance to it. This penitentiary system was rapidly de- 
veloped. In the course of the third century it was hrought 
into full operation, while the people still retained much in- 
fluence over the penal inflictions of the church upon trans- 
gressors.^ But it is not our purpose to treat upon this 
fifubject. The system is detailed at length in the author'^ 
Antiquities of the Christian Church, Chap. XVII, to which 
the reader is referred for information in relation to the. 
oflences which were the subject of discipline, the penalties 
inflicted, and the manner of restoring penitents. 

The entire regimen however passed, in process of tune, 
from the people into the hands of the clergy, especially of 
the bishops. It was lost in the general extinction of the 
rights and privileges of the church, and the overthrow of 
its primitive apostolical constitution; upon the ruins of 
which was reared the Episcopal hierarchy, first in the form 
of an " ambitious oligarchy," as Riddle very justly denom- 
inates it, and then, of a tyrannical despotism. 

II. Usurpation of discipline by the priesthood. 

In the fourth century, the clergy, by a discipline peculiar 
to themselves, and applicable only to persons belonging to 
their order, found means of relieving themselves from the 
penalties of the protracted penance which was exacted of 
those who fell under the censure of the church. Suspension 
and the lesser excommunication or degradation, • and the- 
like, were substituted as the penalties of the clergy, instead 
of the rigorous penance of the laity. And though in some 
respects it was claime.d, that the discipline of the clergy 
was more severe than that of the laity, the practical effect of 
this discrimination, which was gradually introduced, was to 

M Planck, GesellschafYs-Verfass., 1, pp. 129^140. Fach'e Bibliotheca, 
1, pp. 43, 4A, 4^-^, 403. 
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separate the clergy from the laity, and to bring the latter 
more under the power of the priesthood.^^ It was at once 
the occasion of intolerance in the one hand, and of oppres- 
sion to the other. 

The confederation of the churches in synods and coun- 
cils had also much influence in producing the same result. 
In these conventions, laws and regulations were enacted 
for the government and discipline of the churches of the* 
province. And though the churches, severally, still re- 
tained the right of regulating their o^vn polity, as circum- 
stances might require, they seldom claimed the exercise of 
their prerogatives. The result was, that the law-making 
power was transferred, in a great degree, from the people 
to the provincial synods, where again the authority of the 
people was lost in the overpowering influence of bishops 
and clergy. These affected at first only to act as the rep- 
resentatives of their respective churches, by authority 
delegated to them by their constituents.^ But they soon 
assumed a loftier tone. Claiming for themselves the guidance 
of the Spirit of God, they professed to speak and act ac- 
cording to the teachings of this divine agent. Their decis- 

w Planck, GMellschafts-VerfaM., 1, pp. ^42— :W6. Comp. c. 8, pp. 
125—141. 

^ Teitulliaii describes such assemblies as bodies repreterUative of the 
whole Christiaii church. Ipsa repraesentatio totius nominis Christiani.— 
Dt Jejvn., c. 13, p. 552. 

In the infancy, indeed, of councils, the bishops did not scruple to 
acknowledge that they appeared there merely as the ministers or legates 
of their respective churches, and tliat they were, in fact, nothing more 
than representatives acting from instructions ; but it was not long before 
this humble language began, by little and little, to be exchanged for a 
loftier tone. They at length took upon themselves to assert that they 
were the legitimate successors of the apostles themselves, and might, 
consequently, of their own proper authority, dictate laws to the Christian 
flock. To what extent the inconveniences and evils arising out of these 
preposterous pretensions reached in after times, is too well known to re- 
quire an^ particular notice in this place.-- Hosftetm, J)e Rebut Chritt, 
Saee. i/, ^ 23. 
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ions, therefore, instead of being the judgment of ignorant 
and erring men, were the dictates of unerring wisdom. 
And the people, in exchange for the government which they 
had been accustomed to prescribe for themselves, were 
kindly provided with an administration which claimed to 
be directed by wisdom from above. ^^ Taught thus and 
disciplined in that great lesson of bigotry and spiritual 
despotism, — passive sicbmission to persons ordained of God 
for the good of the churchy — they were prepared to resign 
their original rights and privileges into the hands of the . 
hierarchy. 

There is the fullest evidence that the action of the laity 
was requisite, as late as the middle of the third century, 
in all disciplinary proceedings of the church. By the be- 
ginning of the fourth, however, this cardinal right, through 
the operation of causes, which have been briefly mentioned 
and which may be more fully specified hereafter, was 
greatly abridged, and shortly became wholly, lost. This 
fact strongly . illustrates the progress of the Episcopal 
hierarchy. While the right of the laity is yet undisputed, 
the power of the bishop begins at first to be partially 
asserted, and occasionally admitted \ the people occupying 
a neutral position betweisn submission and open -hostility. 
But, from disuse to denial, and from denial to the extinc- 
tion of neglected privileges and powers, the descent is ^ 
natural, short and rapid. From about the middle of the 
fourth century, accordingly, the bishops assumed the control 
of the whole penal jurisdiction of the laity, opening and 
shutting at pleasure the doors of the church, inflicting <sen- 
tence of excommunication, and prescribing, at their dis- 
cretion, the " austerities of penance ; and again absolving 
the penitents, and restoring them to the church by their 
own arbitrary power.®® The people, accordingly, no longef 

• 

M Planck, Gesellschafls-Verfass., 1, pp. 448-451 
90 Planck, GesellBchafts-VerfaM., 1, 509. 



DISCIPUMB BT THB CHUBCHSS. 117 

haying any part in the trial of offences, ceased to watch 
for the purity of the church, connived at offences, and con- 
cealed the ofiender ; not caring to interfere with the pre- 
rogatives of the bishop, in which they had no further 
interest. The speedy and sad corruption of the church 
was but the natural consequence of this loose and arbitrary 
discipline. Nor can it be doubted, that this was one efficient 
cause of that degeneracy which succeeded. 

The ecclesiastical discipline, if such indeed it can be 
called, now appears in total contrast with that of the church 
under the apostles. Then, the supreme authority was vest- 
ed in the people ; now, it is with the clergy. The church 
then enacted her own laws, and administered her discipline; 
the. pastor, as the executive officer, acting in accordance 
with her will for the promotion of her purity and of her 
^osperity. The clergy are now the supreme arbiters of 
the church, from whom all laws emanate ; and the execu* 
doners of their own arbitrary enactments. The church is 
no longer a free and independent republic, extending to its 
constituents the rights and privileges of religious liberty ; 
but a spiritual monarchy under the power of an ambitious 
hierarchy whose will is law, which the people are taught 
to receive, as if meting out to them, with wisdom from on 
high, the mercy and the justice, the goodness and severity 
of their righteous Lawgiver and Judge. They are wholly 
disfranchised by the priesthood, who have assumed the 
prerogatives of the prophetic Antichrist, who "as Godsitteth 
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God." 
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REMARKS. ■ 

1. It is the right and the duty of the members of every 
church, themselves to . administer the discipline of their 
own body. • • • 

Each church is a voluntary association, formed "for the 
mutual enjoyment of the privileges and ordinances of re- 
ligion. To them belongs the right to prescribe the condi- 
tions of a connection with their communion, or of exclusion 
from it, as may seem good to them, in conformity with the 
principles of the gospel. The right vests in them collect- 
ively. As an indepetident association, they are competent, 
if they please, to surrender the administration of this right 
to another — to a consistory, to a presbytery, or to a presbyter 
or bishop. But no man, or body of mea, can lawfully 
usurp authority over them, or embarrass the free exercise 
of this religious right. Any interference with these 
privileges is an unjust infringement of their religious 
liberty. • • 

The duty of carefully exercising a Christian watch and 
fellowship, one toward another, and of excluding those 
who walk unworthily, is most clearly enforced in the 
Scriptures ; and however it may be disregarded in partio* 
ular instances, it is generally acknowledged to be one im- 
portant means of preserving the purity of the church, and 
of promoting the honor of religion. 
• 2. Ecclesiastical censure is not a penal infliction, but a 
moral discipline for the reformation of the offender and the 
honor of religion. 

This thought has been already presented, but it should 
be borne distinctly in mind. Church discipline seeks, in the 
kindness of Christian love, to recover a fallen brother, to 
aid him in his spiritual conflicts, and to save him from 
hopeless ruin. In its* simplicity and moral efficacy, if not 
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in principle, the discipline of the apostolical and primitive 
churches diflered totally from that complicated systen\ of 
penance into which it degenerated under the hierarchy. 
The «kusterities of this system, with its pains and privations, 
Iiaye more the appearance of penal inflictions to deter 
others from sin, than of Christian eflbrts to reclaim the 
gtiiliy. The penance of the ancient church was often, in 
the hands of the priesthood, an engine of torture with 
which to molest an adversary, or to gratify private resent- 
ment. But the Christian love that administers ecclesiasti- 
cal censure, in the spirit of the apostolical rule, superior to 
all sinister motives, seeks only the reformation of the 
ofiender, and the honor of that sacred cause which he has 
dishonored.^1 

3. This mode of discipline is the hest safeguard against 
the introduction of had men into the church. 

The memhers of the church who are associated with the 
candidate in the relations and pursuits of private life, hest 
know his character. They form the most unbiased judg- 
ment of* his qualifications ; and have less to overrule their 
decisions than any other men. Commit, therefore, the 
high trust of receiving men into the sacred relations of the 
church of Christ, neither to bishop nor presbyter, or pastor, 
liat to the united, unbiased decision of the members of that 
communion. 

4. Discipline administered by the brethren of the church 
is the best means of securing the kind and candid trial of 
those who may be the subjects of ecclesiastical censure. 

Cases of this kind are often involved in great difficulty, 
and always require to be treated with peculiar delicacy and 
impartiality. These ends of impartial- justice the wisdom 
of the world seeks to secure by the verdict of a jury. The 
brethren of the church, in like manner, are the safest tri- 
bunal for the impeachment of those who walk unworthily. 

^ Venema, Inititatioiifit Bitt Ecdes., m, $ 188, p. 214, leq. 
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Commit to any other hands this high trast, and it is in 
danger either of being totally neglected, or else perverted 
by some private bias, or partizan spirit. 

5, The mode of discipline now ander consideration 
relieves the pastor from unwelcome responsibilities, both in 
the admission of members and in the treatment of ofiences. 

He has a delicate and responsible duty to perform towards 
those who present themselves for admission to the church. 
He is not satisfied, it may be, with regard to the qualifica- 
tions of the candidate, and yet this is only an impression 
received from a great variety of considerations which can- 
not well be expressed. But to refuse the applicant, without 
assigning good and sufficient reasons, may expose him to 
the charge of uncharitableness, and involve him in great 
difficulty. Under this circumstance, no railing accusation 
can be brought against him, provided the case is submitted 
to the impartial decision of the church. 

And again, in the treatment of ofiences, the pastor should 
always be able to take shelter under the authority of the 
church. Like Paul, in the case of the Corinthians, he 
may be obliged to rebuke them for their neglect, and to 
urge them to their duty. But he should never appear as 
the accuser and prosecutor of any of his people. The trial 
should begin and end with the church, who ought always 
to be ready to deliver their pastor from duties so difficult 
and delicate, which belong not to his sacred office. 

6. Discipline so administered serves to promote the 
peace of the church. 

An unruly member of the church often has the address 
to raise a violent party. In every communion may be found 
a certain nimiber of hasty, restless spirits, who are ever 
ready to rally at the cry of bigotry, intolerance, persecution, 
however unjustly raised. The contention may rise high 
and rend the whole church asunder, if the minister alone 
becomes, in their fiery zeal, the object of attack. The only 
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safe appeal now is to the calm, deliberate decision of the 
whole body of the church. Here the case is open for a full 
discussion and a fair decision, which, more than any thing 
else, has power to silence the rage of faction, and to calm 
the tumults of party. It is in vain to contend against the 
sovereign power of the majority. The charge of acting 
irom personal prejudice and private animosity lies not 
against them, as against a single individual. Thus a 
church may gather about their pastor for the defence of his 
character, for his encouragement in the faithful dischai^ 
of his duty, and for the preservation of their own peace, by 
silencing the clamors of any restless malcontents. 

7. The only mode that has ever been devised for pre- 
serving the discipline of the church is to submit it to the 
control, not of the clergy, but of the members themselves. 

The consequence of depriving the members of the church 
of a participation in its discipline, soon afler the rise of 
Episcopacy^ was this ; — they became remiss in their atten- 
tion to the scandals of their brethren, and withdrew their 
watch over each other.®^ And since that day, when was it 
ever known that any just discipline was maintained in any 
church under a national establishment and an independent 
priesthood ? What is the discipline of the Episcopal church 
even in this country, where, without a state religion, or an 
independent priesthood, the laity have little or no concern 
with the admission of members to their communion, or the 
exclusion of them from it? Let the reader weigh well 
this consideration. It suggests one of our strong and most 
important objections to the ecclesiastical polity of the 
Episcopal church.^3 Why do the malcontents of other 

•* Planck, Geflell. Verfass., 1, p. 509, scq. 

^ Some of the clergy of that communion, we understand, are accustomed 
to keep a private list of those who are wont to receiTe the sacred elements 
at his hands, and if any are found to walk unworthily, their names are 
silently stricken off fiom tiie roll, and their communion with the chorch 
is dropped in this informal manner. Sach pastoral fidelity, duly exercised, 
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denominations, men of equivocal character, if not of tarnished 
reputation, why do they in such numbers take refuge in 
that church? We wish to bring no unjust accusation 
against that denomination, but it seems to be admitted, by 
members of their own communion, that there is no disci- 
pline in the Episcopal church. " Every church warden in 
every parish in England is called upon once a year to attoid 
the visitation of his archdeacon. At. this time oaths are 
tendered to him respecting his different duties ; and among 
other things he swears, that he will present to the aieli- 
deacon the names of all such inhabitants of his parish as 
are leading notoriously immoral lives. This oath ia regth 
larly taken once a year by every church warden in every 
parish in England ; yet I believe that such a thing as any 
single presentation for notoriously immoral conduct has 
scarcely been heard of for a century."^ Another of the 
Tractarians complains in the following terms of this total 
neglect of discipline in the Episcopal church. " I think 
the church has, in a measure, forgotten its own principles, 
as declared in the sixteenth century ; nay, under stranger 
circumstances, as far as I know, than have attended any of 
the errors and corruptions of the Papists. Grievous as are 
their declensions from primitive usage, I never heard, in 
any case, of their practice directly contradicting thmt 
services ; whereas, we go on lamenting, once a year, the 
absence of discipline in our church, yet do not even dream 
of taking any one step towards its restoration." ^ 

8. This mode of discipline gives spiritual life and power 
to the church. 

is worthy of all consideratioii. But can it be expected, as a general nde, 
to accomplish the high ends of faithful Christian discipline T Is it tlie 
discipline of the New Testament 7 Or can it be expected of any cUh of 
men, that they will have the independence to be faithful here ? AmagiiA* 
nimity how rare ! 
«« Tracte for the Times, No. 69, p. 416. « Ibid., No. 41, p. S9X 
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The moral efficacy of any body of belieyers depends, 
not upon their number, but upon the purity of their 
lives, and their fidelity in duty. A church composed of 
men who are a living exemplification of the power of the 
Christian religion by their holy lives, and by a faithful 
discharge of their duties, — such a church, and such only, is 
what the Lord Jesus designed his church should be, — the 
pillar and ground of the truth* Now this being conceded, 
under what form of discipline do you find the purest church? 
Where do you discover the greatest circumspection in the 
admission of members ? Where, the strictest watch and 
fellowship, the kindest efforts to recover the fallen, and 
the most faithful endeavors to defend the honor of the 
Christian name, and for the revival of pure and undefiled 
religion ? Without intending any invidious reflection, may 
we request of the reader a careful consideration of this sub- 
ject ? Let him remember, also, what his own observation 
may have taught him, that a single case of discipline, 
rightly conducted, gives new life and power to the whole 
body, quickening every member into newness of life in the 
service of the Lord. Let him estimate, if he can, the moral 
efficacy of a living church, quickened into healthful, holy 
action, compared with one that has a name to live and is 
dead. Let him ponder well these considerations, before 
he decides to go over to a communion that tolerates a 
general neglect of the Christian duty which we have been 
contemplating. 



CHAPTER VI. 

EQUALITY AND IDENTITY OF BISHOPS AND PRESBYTERS. 

Soon after the ascension of our Lord, it became expe- 
dient for the brethren to appoint a certain class of officers 
to superintend the secular concerns of their fraternity. 
These were denominated didxovot, servants, ministers, 
deaco7is. In process of time, another order of men arose 
among them, ^hose duty it was to superintend the 
religious interests of the church. These were denomi- 
nated ol Trgoioridftevoi, Rom. 12: 8. 1 Thess. 5: 12; 6$ 
^yovfiipoiy Heb. 13: 7. 17, 24; nQe(i^i)XBQ0Vj Acts 20: 17; 
Iniax^noi, Acts 20; 28, equivalent to the ietms, presidents, 
leaders, elders, overseers. These terms all indicate one and 
the same office, that of a presiding officer in their religious 
assemblies. This class of officers is usually designated, by 
the apostles and the earliest ecclesiastical writers, as pres' 
hyters and bishops, — names which are used interchangeably 
and indiscriminately to denote one and the same office. 

The appropriate duty of the bishop or presbyter at first 
was, not to teach or to preach, but to preside over the 
church, and to preserve order in their assemblies. " They 
were originally chosen as in the synagogue, not so much 
for the instruction and edification of the church, as for 
taking the lead in its general government." ^ The neces- 

1 Neandcr's Apost. Kirch., I, p. 44, seq. Comp. Siegel, Handbuch, IV, 
p. 223. Zicgler's Vcrsuch, der Kirchlichen Verfassungsformen, pp. 3—12. 
Rothe, Anningc,I,p.l53. So, also, Gicscler, Rhcinwald, Bohiner,Winer,&c. 
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aty of such a presiding officer in the church at Corinth is 
sufficiently apparent from the apostle's rehuke of their 
irregularities. " How is it, then, brethren ? when ye come 
together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, 
hath a reyektion, hath an interpretation. Let all things 
be done unto edifying." 1 Cor. 14: 26. The apostle, 
however, allows all to prophesy, to exercise their spiritual 
gifts; and only requires them to speak '' one by one,'^ that 
all things may be done decently and in order. The ordi- 
nary officers of the apostolical church, then, comprised two 
distinct classes or orders. The one was known by the 
name of deacons ; the other, designated by various titles, 
of which the ones most frequently used are presbyters and 
bishops. 

Our proposition is, that Bishops and Presbyters, according 
to the usage of the apostles and of the earliest ecclesiastical 
writers, are identical and convertible terms, denoting one 
and the same class or grade of officers. In this propo- 
•itioQ we join issue with the Episcopalians, who assert 
that bishops were divinely appointed an order of men 
aaperior to that of presbyters. We, on the other hand, 
affirm that presbyters are the highest grade of officers 
known in the apostolical and primitive churches ; and that 
the title of bishop was originally only another name for 
precisely the same office. Even after a distinction began 
to be made between presbyter and bishop, we affirm that 
the latt^ were not a peculiar grade distinct from presby- 
ters and superior to them; but merely one of the presbyters 
appointed from among them to preside over the college of 
his fellow-presbyters, belonging still to the same order, 
performing only the same pastoral duties, and exercising 
only the same spiritual functions; like the moderate 
of a modem presbytery or association, who still retains a 
ministerial parity with his brethren, in the duties, rights 
and privileges of the sacred office. Our sources of argu- 

11* 
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ment in defence of this general proposition are two-fold, 
— Scripture and History. 

I. The scriptural argument for the equality and identity 
of bishops and presbyters. This may be comprised in the 
following heads; 

1. The appellations and titles of a presbyter are used in- 
discriminately and interchangeably with those of a bishop. 

2. A presbyter is required to possess the same qualifica- 
tions as a bishop. 

3. The official duties of a presbyter are the same as 
those of a bishop. 

4. There was, in the apostolical churches, no ordinary 
and permanent grade or class of ministers superior to that 
of presbyters. 

1. The appellations and titles of a presbyter are used 
' ^ interchangeably with those of a bishop. 

One of the most unequivocal proof-texts in the Scriptures 
is found in Acts 20 : 17, compared with verse 28. Paul, 
on his journey to Jerusalem, sent from Miletus and called 
the presbyters, ngea^vrhgovg, elders, of Ephesus. And to 
these same presbyters, when they had come, he says, in 
his affectionate counsel to them, *' Take heed to yourselves, 
and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you bishops, hniaxdnovg, to feed the church of God which 
he hath purchased with his own blood." Both terms are 
here used in the same sentence with reference to the Slune 
men. 

We have another instance, equally clear, of the indis- 
criminate use of the terms, in the first chapter of Paul*s 
epistle to Titus. *' For this cause I left thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldst set in order the things that are wanting, and 
ordain presbyters, nQea^vTigovg^ in every city, as I had 
appointed thee." Then follows an enumeration of the 
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qualifications which are requisite in these presbyters, one 
of which is giyen in these words : '* A bishop must be 
blameless, as the steward of God." 

Again, it is worthy of particular attention, that the 
apostle, in his instructions to Timothy, 1 Tim. 3: 1 — 7, 
respecting the qualifications of a bishop, proceeds immedi- 
ately to specify those of deacons, the second class of officers 
in the church, without making the least allusion to 
presbyters, though confessedly giving instructions for the 
appointment of the appropriate officers of the church. 
This omission was not a mere oversight in the writer, 
who subsequently alludes to the presbytery, 4: 14, and 
commends those that rule well, 5 : 17. In these passages 
the apostle evidently has in mind the same offices, and 
uses the tenns, bishop and presbyter, as identical in 
meaning. 

To all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, 
again, the apostle addresses his salutation, — to the saints, 
with the bishops and deacojis, that is, to the church and the 
officers of the church. Here, again, as in all the New 
Testament, these officers are distributed into two classes. 
For, had there been at Philippi a third order of ministers, 
superior to the deacons, it is incredible that the apostle 
could have omitted all allusion to them, in a salutation so 
specific. In truth, we must either charge the apostle with 
neglecting an important and superior class of officers in 
the church at Philippi, — a neglect totally inconsistent with 
the character of the apostle, — or we must admit that the 
presbyters are addressed in the salutation of the bishops as 
one and the same with them. 

The supposition, again, that these were bishops of the 
Episcopal order, involves the absurdity of a plurality of 
bishops over the same church ; a supposition at variance 
with the first principles of diocesan Episcopacy, which 
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admits of but <mt in a city.^ This difficulty appears to 
have forcibly impressed the mind of Chrysostom. " How 
is this?" exclaims the eloquent patriarch. "Were there 
many bishops in the same city ? By no means ; but he 
calls the presbyters by this name [bishops] ; for at that 
time this was the common appellation of both." ^ 

Finally, we appeal to 1 Pet. 5 : 2, 3, where the apostle, 
as a fellow-presbyter, exhorts the presbyters to feed the 
flock of God, taking the oversight of therriy hmaxonovPTee, 
acting the bishop, performing the duties of a bishop over 
them, requiring of them the same duties which the apostle 
Paul enjoins upon the presbyter-bishops of Ephesus. As 
at Ephesus, where Paul gave his charge to those presby- 
ters, so here, again, it is evident that there could hare 
been no bishop over those whom Peter commits to the 
oversight of these presbyters. But who are the flock in 
this instance ? Plainly, any body of those Christians scat- 
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, to whom he addresses his epistle. These Chris- 
tians, throughout this vast extent of country, are committed 
to the care of their presbyters, who are severally to act as 
the pastors and bishops of their respective charges. 

Thus it appears that the appellations and titles of a 
presbyter are used indiscriminately and interchangeably 
with those of a bishop. In the same sentence, even, and 
generally throughout the writings of the apostles, these an 
perfectly convertible terms, as diflerent names of the 



> Epiphaniui tells ui,that Peter and Paul were both biahopa of Rome at 
once : by which it is plain he took the title of bishop in another sense thaa 
now it is used -, for now, and so for a long time upwud, two bishops earn 
no more possess one see, than two hedge-sparrows dwell in one bash. 
St Peter's time was a little too early for bishops to rise.— Abies' HWfai 
Vol. I, p. 110. 

* SiiP emuK^Tiotg xal dlax6yoig, Ti touto ; (iiag n^Uug 
nollol BirtOKOTfOi ijoav ; Oddaftwgy dulCi jo^c nqeo^vjkfgovQ 

1 : 1, p. 199, seq., Tom. II. 
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thing. This fact is very forcibly exhibited in the following 
summary from the Rev. Dr. Mason. '* That the terms 
hiifurp and presbytery in their application to the first class of 
officers, are perfectly convertible, the one pointing out the 
very same class of rulers with the other, is as evident as 
the sun 'shining in his strength.' Timothy was instructed 
by the apostle Paul in the qualities which were to be 
required in those who desired the office of a bishop.* Paul 
and Barnabas ordained presbyters in every churcJi^ which 
they had founded. Titus is directed to ordain in every 
city presbyters who are to be blameless^ the htisband of one 
wife. And the reason of so strict a scrutiny into character 
is thus rendered, ,/br a bishop must be blameless.X If this 
does not identify the bishop with the presbyter^ in the name 
of common sense, what can do it? Suppose a law, pointing 
out the qualifications of a sheriff, were to say, a sheriff must 
be a man of pure character, of great activity, and resolute 
spirit ; for it is highly necessary that a governor be of un- 
spotted reputation, &c., the bench and bar would be rather 
puzzled for a construction, and would be compelled to 
conclude, either that something had been left out in tran- 
scribing the law, or that governor and sheriff meant the 
same sort of officer; or that their honors of the legislature 
had taken leave of their wits. The case is not a whit 
stronger than the case of presbyter and bishop in the 
epistle to Titus. Again: Paul, when on his last journey 
to Jerusalem, sends for the presbyters of Ephesus to meet 
him at Miletum, and there enjoins these presbyters to 
feed the church of God over which the Holy Ghost had 
made them bishops.^ It appears, then, that the bishops tp 
whom Paul refers in his instructions to Timothy, were 
neither more nor less than plain presbyters. To a man 
who has no turn to serve, no interest in perverting the 
obvious meaning of words, one would think that a mathe- 

•1 Tim. 3:1, fActt 14:13. J Tit 1:6. J Actf 20 ; 17, 28. 
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matical demonstration could not carry more satisfactory 
evidence."'* 

These terms, as the reader must have noticed, are also 
distinct and definite, descriptive of a peculiar office, which 
he is in no danger of mistaking for any other in the apos- 
tolic church. The name of apostle is not in a single 
instance exchanged for that of hishop, preshyter, or deacon, 
neither are the terms, hishop and preshyter, confounded 
with any other title, and for the very ohvious reason, that 
they are descriptive of an office distinct from all others^ 
Why, then, are these particular terms mutually inter- 
changed one with the other, save that they are equaUy 
descriptive of the same office? Indeed, the identity of 
bishops and presbyters in name, is now conceded by 
Episcopalians themselves. ** That presbyters were called 
bishops I readily grant ; that this proves that the officer 
who was then called a bishop, and consequently the office, 
was the same."^ "The Episcopalian cannot be found 
who denies the interchangeable employment of the terms 
Inshop and presbyter in the New Testament." ^ Bishop 
Burnet admits that they " are used promiscuously by the 
writers of the first two centuries." 

The scriptural title of the office under consideration is 
usually that of presbyter or elder. It had long been in use 
in the synagogue. It denoted an office familiar to every 
Jew. It conveyed precise ideas of a ruler whose powers 
were well defined and perfectly understood. When adopted 
into the Christian church, its meaning must have be«i 
easily settled, for it was essentially the same in the church 
as previously in the synagogue. Accordingly, it constantly 
occurs in the writings of the apostle, to denote an officer 

« Mason's WoiIls, Vol. Ill, pp. 41—43. Comp. King, Prim. Christ, pp. 
67,68. 

* Bowden, Works on Episcop., Vol. I, p. 161. 

* Chapman, cited in Smyth's Pres. and Prelacy, p. 111. 
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familiarlj known, but having no resemblance to a modem 
diocesan bishop. The term, bishop, occurs but five times 
in the New Testament ; and, in each instance, in such a 
connection as to be easily identified with that of presbyter. 
The former is derived from the Greek language, the latter 
has a Jewish origin. Accordingly, it is worthy of notice, 
that the apostles, when addressing Jewish Christians, use 
the term presbyter ; but in their addresses to Gentile con- 
verts, they adopt the term bishop^ as less obnoxious to those 
who spoke the Greek language.'' 

2. A presbyter is required to possess the same qualifica- 
tions as a bishop. 

The aposde has specified at length the qualifications, 
both for a bishop and a presbyter, which, for the sake of 
comparison, are here set in- opposite columns. 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

For a bishop, 1 Tim. 3 : 2—7. For a presbyter. Tit. 1 : 6—10. 
A bishop must be blameless, If any be blameless, the hus- 
the husband of one wife, one band ofone wife, having faithful 
that ruleth well his own house, children, (who are) not accused 
having \m diildren in subjection of riot, or unruly. ¥.6. 
with an giavity. For if a man 
know not how to rule his own 
house, how ahall he take care 
of the church of God? Vs. 2, 
4,5. 

Vigilant, rijq)&Xiov^ drcum- A lover of hospitality, a lover 
sped J sober, of good behaviour, of good men, sober, just, holy, 
given to hospitality, apt to teach, temperate , holding fast the faith- 
Vs. 2. ful word as he hath been taught, 

that he may be able by sound 
doctrine both to exhort, and to 
convince the gainsayers. Ys. 
8,9. 

7 Rothe, Anftnge, 1, 218, 219. Neander, Apott. Kirch., 1, 178, 179* 
Shoene, Geschichtsfonchimgen, 1, 247—2^. Comp. Bishop Croft, in 
Smyth's Apoit Succ., p. Id9. 
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Not given to wine, no striker, A bishop mnst be blameless, 
not greedy of filthy lucre, but as the steward of God, not self- 
patient, emeixriy gentle, not willed, not soon angry, not-given 
soon angry, not a brawler, not to wine, no striker, not given to 
covetous, not a novice, lest being filthy lucre. V. 7. 
lifted up with pride, he fall into 
the condemnation of the devil. 
Moreover, he must have a good 
report of them which are with- 
out, lest he fall into reproach, 
and the snare of the devil. 
Vs. 3, 6, 7. 

The qualifications are identical throughout. . Is a blame- 
less, sober, virtuous life, a meek and quiet spirit, required 
of a bishop ? so is it of a presbyter. Whatever is needful 
for the one, is equally essential for the other. If, then, 
there be this wide and perpetual distinction between the 
two, which Episcopacy claims, how extraordinary that tlie 
{ipostle, when stating the qualifications of a humble presby- 
ter, should not abate an iota from those which are requisite 
for the high office of a bishop. How strong the presump- 
tion, rather how irresistible the conviction, that this digni- 
tary of the church was totally unknown in these days of 
primitive, republican simplicity ; and that the bishop of the 
apostolic churches was neither more nor less than a plain, 
simple presbyter, the pastor of any church over which he 
may have been duly constituted. The conclusion, there- 
fore, is irresistible, that, in the case before us, the author is 
only designating the same office by difierent names, of 
similar import. Such is the decision of the great Jerome, 
the most learned of the Latin fathers. " In both epistles," 
referring to these now under consideration, "whether 
bishops or presbyters are to be elected (for with the 
ancients, bishops and presbyters must have been the same, 
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the one being descriptiye of rank and the other of age) 
they are required to be the husbands of one wife.''^ 

3. The duties of a presbyter are the samQ as those of a 
bishop. 

As bishops and ptesbyters are called by the same named, 
and required to possess the same qualifications, so they are 
w/mmoned to discharge the same official duties. Their 
duties, severally and equally, were to rule, to counsel and 
instruct, to administer the ordinances, and to ordain. 

(a) -Both exercised the same authority over the church. 

If bishops were known in the apostolical churches, as a 
distinct order, the right of government confessedly belonged 
to them. We have, therefore, only to show that presbyters 
exercised the same right. This exercise of authority is 
denoted in the New Testament by several terms, each of 
which is distinctly applied to presbyters. 

(a) Such is 'fiysofiaif to lead, to guide, &c. In Hebw 
13: 7 and 17, this term occurs. Remember them that 
have the rule over you, iw>' '^^yovfiavoiv i>fi(bv. Obey them 
that have rule over you, totg i^yov)iivoig v^ihv. The first 
exhortation to the Hebrews the apostle enforces by an 
immediate reference to their deceased pastors; and the 
second, to those who still survived to watch for their souLs^ 
hi the reference here to a diocesan bishop, or to those 
ptesbjrters who regularly performed to these Hebrews the- 
duties of a presbyter ? 

'(^) Another tetm, expressive of authority over the 
church is, nqotaxrifti, to preside, to rule. Xenophon uses 
this verb to express the act of leading or ruling an ancient 

8 Ib utraque epistola sive episcopi sive presbjteri (quanquam apod 
Teterea iidem episcopi et presbyteri fuerint quia illud nomen dignitatii 
est, hoc aetatis) jubcntur monogami in clerum eligi.— £p. 83, ad Oceanum„ 
Tom. 4, p. 648. 

12 
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chorus and an army.^ Paul the apostle uses the same to 
express the authority which the preshyters exercised as 
rulers of the church. 

" We heseech you, brethren, to know them which labor 
among you and are over you^ Trgoiarafiivovg, in the Lord." 
1 Thess. 6 : 12. Prelates of the church these presbyters 
cannot be, for there are several, it appears, in this single 
city, a circumstance totally incompatible with the organiza- 
tion of diocesan Episcopacy. The whole, taken together, 
is descriptive, not of a bishop in his see, but of a presbyter, 
a pastor, in the faithful discharge of his parochial duties. 
Again, "Let the elders, presbyters, that rule well, be 
accounted worthy of double honor," 6* xal&g ngoiatmeg 
nqea^HeQoif. 1 Tim. 6 : 17. Here are presbyters ruling 
over the church of Ephesus, where, according to the 
Episcopal theory, Timothy, as bishop, has established the 
seat of his apostolical see. 

(y) Another term of frequent occurrence, in writers 
both sacred and profane of approved authority, is Ttoifialroi^ 
to feed, metaphorically, to cherish, to promdefor, to rtile, to 
govern. It expresses the office, and comprehends all the 
duties of a shepherd. This term the apostle uses in his 
exhortation to the presbyters of Ephesus at Miletus. 
•* Take heed to yourselves, and to all the flock over which 
the Holy Ghost hath made you bishops, to feed, not/iaCrs^Pf 
the church of God." This term, beyond all question, 
expresses the power of government, both in classic and 
hellenistic Greek. Both this and -fiyovfievog above men* 
tioned, are used in the same passage to express the 
government of Christ, the chief Shepherd, over his people 
Israel. " Thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not 

• OiJ^cV S/ioioy laxi> xogov re xal <nqa%S'6(iaTog Tr^sar^yai, 
** Between the taking the lead of a chorus and the command of an army/' both 
ezpreaie4 by nQOSfrtdvat, " there is no analogy.''— illem., 3, 4, 6. 
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the least among the princes of Juda, for out of thee shall 
come a governor, ijyodjueyo^, who shall rule, noifiarh, my 
people Israel." Without further illustration, which might 
easily be extended, we have sufficient evidence, from what 
Las been said, that the presbyters were invested with all 
the authority to guide, govern, and provide for the church, 
which the bishop himself could exercise. The very same 
terms which express the highest power of government, and 
which are applied to the office even of the great Head of 
the church, are used to express the authority of presbyters, 
and to set forth the power with which they are invested to 
rule and feed the church. No intimation is given of any 
higher power in any minister of Christ ; neither have we 
terms to express any superior authority. The conclusion 
therefore is, that they ''are invested with the highest 
power of government known in the church." 

(b) Presbyters are the authorized counsellors of the 
church; and, in connection with the apostles, constitute the 
highest court of appeal for the settlement of controversies 
in the church. 

About the year 45 or 50, a spirited controversy arose at 
Antioch, which threatened to rend the church, and to 
subvert the gospel which Paul and Barnabas had begun 
successfully to preach to the Gentiles. It was of the 
utmost importance that this dispute should be immediately 
and finally settled. For this purpose, a delegation, con- 
sisting of Paul, and Barnabas, and others, were sent from 
the church at Antioch, on an embassy to Jerusalem, to 
submit the subject under discussion to the decision of the 
church, with the apostles and presbyters. This delegation 
was kindly received by the church at Jerusalem, with 
their appropriate officers, the apostles, teachers, and elders, 
to whom the whole subject of the dissension at Antioch 
was submitted. Peter, John and James were, at this 
time, at Jerusalem, and, with Paul, Barnabas and Titus, 
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were members of this <;ouncil. The subject was discussed at 
length on both sides, but the concurring opinions of Peter, 
Paul and James finally prevailed, and the council con- 
curred harmoniously in the sentiments expressed by these 
apostles. It is observable, however, that the residt of the 
council is given, not in the name of James,i® or any one of 
the apostles, but conjointly, by the apostles, and presbyters^ 
and brethren. Acts 15 : 23. With this decision the dele- 
gation return to Antioch, accompanied by Judas and Silas. 
The message of the council was received by the assembled 
church at Antioch, who gladly acquiesced in that decision. 
Throughout the whole narrative the presbyters appear as 
the authorized counsellors of the church, and the otH^ 
ordinary officers of the churchy whose opinion is sought in 
connection with that of the apostles, without any intimation 
of an intermediate grade of bishops.*^ 

(c) It was the appropriate office of the presbyters to 
administer the ordinances of the church. 

It is inconceivable that the performance of these duties 
could have been restricted to the apostles. The sacrament 



i** That James did not draw up this decree as ** the head of the church 
at Jerusalem/' and as his '' authoritative sentence/' is unanswerably shows 
by Rev. Dr. Mason, in his Review of Essays on Episcopacy. The amount 
of the argument is, that James simply expresses his opiniotif verse 193 
just as Peter and Paul had done before. So the word, xglvat, in the etm- 
nedion in which it is ^tsed, implies, and so it was understood by the tacred 
historian, who, in Acts 16 : 4, declares, that the " authoritative sentence^' 
the decrees, .were ordained by the apostles and presbyters. C«nip., alaOy 
Acts 21 : 25. The case was not referred to James, neither could it be 
submitted to him as bishop of Jerusalem, Antioch lying entirely without 
his diocese, even on the supposition tliat Jerusalem was the seat of his 
Episcopal see. The authority of this decree was also acknowledged in 
all the churches of Asia. The supposition, that it was the official and 
authoritative sentence of James as bishop, exalts him above all the other 
apostles who were members of the council, and gives him a power, far* 
reaching and authoritative beyond that which belonged to St Peter hiaif 
self, the prelatical head of the church. 

11 Comp. Rothe, Anfknge, Vol. I, pp. 181, 182. 
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was at first administered daily ,^3 and afterwards on each 
Lord's-day as a part of public worship, and occasionaUy at 
other times. The frequency and universality of the ordi- 
nance of necessity required that it should be administered 
by the ordinary ministers of the church. Baptism, by a 
like necessity, devolved upon them. The numerous and 
ikr-spreading triumphs of the gospel utterly forbid the idea, 
that the apostles, few in number, and charged with the 
high commission of preaching the gospel, and giving them- 
selves wholly to this as their appropriate work, should 
have found time and means of going every where, and 
baptizing with their own hands all that believed on the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Besides, they appear expressly to 
have disclaimed this work, and to have entrusted the 
service chiefly to other hands. " I thank God that I bap- 
tized none of you but Crispus and Gains. And I baptized 
also the household of Stephanas; besides, I know not 
whether I baptized any other. For Christ sent me, not to 
baptize, but to preach." 1 Cor. 1 : 14 — 17. Cornelius, 
again, was baptized, not by Peter, but by some Christian 
disciples, agreeably to his command. The apostles, indeed, 
Tery seldom baptized. The inference therefore is, that 
this service was by them conmiitted to the presbyters, the 
ordinary officers of the church. 

The right of presbyters to administer these ordinances 
is clearly asserted by Augusti and other writers on the 
subject, as stated in our Christian Antiquities. ^^ Even 
the Episcopalian, who claims these as the official duties of 
the bishop, and maintains that the presbyter only acted as 
his representative, still admits that, previous to the establish- 
ment of the Episcopal system, these duties were performed 
by presbyters. To this efiect is one of the latest and 
best authorities. " In the earliest times, when no formal 
distinction between iTtlaxonoi [bishops], and Ttgeafi&te^ 
[presbyters^ had taken place, the presbyters, especially the 

M Neander, Apoat Kiieh., 1, p. 30. » Chap. UI, f 8. 

12* 
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ttgoecnmes [presiding presbyters], 1 Tim. 6: 17, discharged 
those Episcopal functions, which, afterwards, when a care- 
ful distinction of ecclesiastical officers had heen made, they 
were not permitted to discharge, otherwise than as substi- 
tutes or vicars of a bishop. Instances, however, do some- 
times occur in later times, of presbyters having officiated in 
matters which, according to the canon law, belonged only 
"to the Episcopal office." i* 

Tertullian asserts the right even of the laity both to bap- 
tize, tingere, and to administer the sacrament, offere. His 
reasons are, that the distinction between the clergy and 
laity is the device of the church, — ^that in the Scriptures 
all are priests of God, and that, having the right of priest- 
hood in themselves, the laity are at liberty to perform the 
offices of the priestho(>d, as they may have occasion.^* 

Even Rigaltius, a Roman Catholic, in commenting on 
this passage, admits that the laity were permitted, in th^ 
primitive church, to administer the ordinances, though it 
was afterwards forbidden in the ecclesiastical law. The 
same is also affirmed by the learned Erasmus.^^ If further 

" Riddle, Chr. Antiquities, p. 233. 

i<^ Vani erimus si putaverimus, quod sacerdotibus non liceat, l&icis licere. 
Nonne et laici sacerdotes sumus ? Scriptum est regnum quoque not et 
■accrdotes Deo et Patri suo fecit. DifferenHam inter ordinem et plebtm 
anutituU eccUsicie auctontaSf et honor per ordinis consessuip sanctificatiu 
a Deo, ibi ecclesiastici ordinis non est confessus? Et ojfen et tingma; 
sacerdos etf tibi solus. Sed ubi tres, ecclesia est, licet lluci ; onasquisqa^ 
de sua fide vivit ; nee est personarum ezceptio apud Deum, quoniam noB 
Euditores legis justificabuntur a Deo, sed factores, secundum quod et 
apostolus dicit. Igitur si habes jus sacerdotis in temetipso ubi necesse 
sit, habeas oportet etiam discipUnam sacerdotis^ ubi necesse sit habere jof 
sacerdotis.— lie Exhari, CmLf c. 7. The same .thing also is implied in 
another passage, from Tertullian, De Virgin. Vel., c. 9, in which he denies 
to xDomen this right. The denial of the right to women is an admission that 
it was the authorized prerogative of the other sex. 

i< Constat temporibus apostolorum fuisse synaxin quam laici inter ss 
faciebant adhibita praecatione et benedictione, et eam panem, ut est 
probabile, appellabant corpus Domini, ut frequenter etiam sacris Uteris 
cadem vox signo et rei signatae accommodator Fieri enim potest nt ds 
hte qrnazi loqnatur ibi Origenes. — JSf,^ Lib. 26,ToDt.3. Oiigen, in the 
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evidence of the fact were needful it is given at length by 
Grotius.^'' 

{d) It was the right of presbyters to ordain. 

What reason can be assigned, may we ask, why they 
should not solemnize this rite, as well as perform other 
ministerial duties ? What solemnity has the rite above all 
others, to restrict the performance of it to a certain order 
of the priesthood ? It is the right of presbyters to bap- 
tize) to administer the sacrament, to instruct and provide 
for all the spiritual wants of the flock of Christ, as the 
shepherd and bishop of their souls, and have they no right 
to induct into the sacred office, their fellow-laborers and 
successors in the service of the chief Shepherd ? i® Until 
instructed to the contrary by the word of God, we must 
presume that the right to ordain belongs to those presbyters 
whom the Holy Ghost has made overseers of the flock, to 
feed the church of God. 

The subject of our present inquiry hardly admits of an 
appeal to Scripture ; for the writers of the New Testament 
have left us no specific instructions on this subject. 
Neither have we any uniform precedent in the apostolical 
churches. The apostles were not set apart by any solemnity 
beside their commission from Christ. He lifted up his 
hands, indeed, and blessed them, as he was parted from 
them, and they were filled with the Holy Ghost. The act 
was significant of the miraculous communication of spiritual 
gifts, as in various other instances. Acts 8 : 17. 19 : 6 ; 
but had no analogy to Episcopal ordination. No record is 
given of aiiy formal ordination of Matthias, save his .for- 
mal election to the apostolical office. 

middle of the third century, was permitted by two bishops, in Palestine, 
to explain the Scriptures to their congregation, though he had never been 
t>rdained. And many bishops of the Cast, according to Eusebius, allowed 
^▼en tile laity to preach. — Ecd. Htst., 6, c. 19. Comp. Neander, Allge- 
nein. Getch., 1, p. 336, 2d edit. 

>7 Tract, J>B Coenae AdmimutraiUme ubi pastora non tunt 

19 Comp. Gerhardi, Loci Theolog., Tom. It, p. ISG. 
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The seven deacons were inducted into their office by- 
prayer, and th^ laying on of hands. This may have been, 
and perhaps was, the usual mode of setting apart any to a 
religious service. But was the imposition of hands exclu- 
sively ordination? It was a rite familiar to the Jews; 
and denoted either a benediction, or the communication of 
miraculous gifts. Jacob, in blessing the sons of Joseph, 
laid his hands upon their head. So Jesus took young 
children in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands upon 
them. So Paul and Barnabas were dismissed, to go on 
their missionary tour, with the blessing of the brethren at 
Antioch, by the laying on of hands, Acts 13 : 3. But 
they had long been engaged in ministerial duties. 

The imposition of hands appears also to have been ad- 
mitted more than once, as in the case of Timothy, upon 
whom this rite was performed by the presbytery, 1 Tim. 
4 : 14 ; and again, by the apostle Paul, 2 Tim. 1 : 6* 
Such at least is the understanding which Eothe has of the 
case.^^ This fact forbids the supposition, that the lajring 
on of hands was the solemnizing rite in the act of ordina- 
tion, which, according to all ecclesiastical usage, cannot 
be repeated. In the passage, Acts 14: 23, the phrase 
XBiqoTOiffiaavTBs, &c., has been already shown to relate, not 
to the consecration, but to the appointment of the elders in 
every church.^ 

19 Rothe, AnflUige der Christ Kirch., p. 161. 

^ " Where, it may be asked, resides the right, or power, and in what 
consists the importance o£ ordimttum? It is not the source of ministerial 
authority ; for that, as it has been endeavored to show, does not, and can- 
not, rest on any human foundation. It does not admit to the pastoral 
office 3 for even in the Episcopal church, the title to office, which is aa 
indispensable pre-requisite, is derived from the nomination of the penon 
who has the disposal of the case. It is not office, but official character, 
which Episcopal ordination is sui^>osed to convey, together with whaiU 
■oever the advocates of Episcopacy may choose to understand by thorn 
solemn words, used by the ordaining bishop (an application of them whicli 
Nonconfbrmista deem awfully inappropriate), ' Receive the Holy Qlioet.' 
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. Tha imposition of hands is a rite derived from the Jews, 
and significant of the communication of the gifts of the 
Father. This venerable rite was used by Christ, and with 
great propriety has been retained in the Christian church. 
But with the apostles it was the customary mode of im« 
parting the /a^ajuara, the miraculous gifts of that age. 
So the converts at Samaria received the Holy Ghost, Acta 
8: 17, and in the like manner, when Paul had laid his 
hands upon the Ephesian converts, the Holy Ghost came 
upon them, and they spake with tongues and prophesied^ 
Acts 19 : 6. In the same sense is to be understood the gift, 
xa^lofutj which was given to Timothy by prophecy, with 
the laying on of the hands of the presbytery, 1 Tim. 4 : 14. 
The meaning simply is, that by the imposition of hands 
that peculiar spiritued gift denominated prophecy was im- 

Hie Jewish otdioation, on the contrary, althoogh ■ometimes accompaniecl, 
when administered by the apostles, by the communication of miraculoua 
gifts, was in itself no more than a significant form of benediction on ad- 
mission to a specific appbintment. Of this nature were the ofilces connected 
with the synagogue, in contradistinction from those of the priesthood. 
When Paul and Barnabas were sent out from the church at Antioch, they 
■ubmitted to the same impressive ceremony : not surely that either au- 
thority, or power of any kind, or miraculous qualifications, devol?ed upon 
the apostle and his illustrious companion, by virtue of the imposition of 
Presbyterian hands ! What then is ordination 7 JTn answer is, a decent 
and becoming solemnity ^ adopted from, the Jewish customs by the primitivB 
ekurchf s^nificant qf tlie separation qf an individiud to some specific ^tp^ 
pokUment in the Christian ministry, and consiittiting both a recognition on 
the port qf the officiating presbyters, qf the ministerial character qf the 
person appointed, and a desirable sanction qfthe proceedings qfthe dntrch. 
It is, however, something more than a mere circumstance, the imposition 
of hands being designed to express that fervent benediction which accom- 
panied the ceremony, and which constitutes the true spirit of the rite.. To 
an occasion which, when the awful responsibility of the pastoral charge is 
adequately felt, imparts to the prayers and the affectionate aid of those 
who are fathers and brethren in the ministry, a more especial value, the 
sign and solemn act of benediction must appear peculiarly appropriate. 
This venerable ceremony may also be regarded as a sort of bond of fellow- 
ship among the churches of Christ, a sign of unity, and an act of brother- 
hood.''— CMder'f FfifteetmU Noneoif^ormiisf^ Vol. I, p. 241 
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parted to Timothy.^i Of the same import are 2 Tim. 1 : 6, 
and 1 Tim, 5 : 22. Both relate to the communicatioa 
of spiritual gifts. If the rite of ordination was implied 
and included in it, then the same act must be expressive 
both of this induction into office, and of the communication 
of spiritual gifts. Such is Neander's explanation of the 
transaction. " The consecration to offices in the church was 
conducted in the following manner. After those persons to 
whom its performance belonged, had laid their hands on 
the head of the candidate, — a symbolic action borrowed 
from the Jewish HD'O?, — they besought the Lord that he 
would grant, what this symbol denoted, the impartation of 
the gifts of his Spirit for carrying on the office thus under* 
taken in his name. If, as was presumed, the whole cere- 
mony corresponded to its intent, and the requisite disposition 
existed in those for whom it was performed, there was 
reason for considering the communication of the spiritual 
gifls necessary for the office, as connected with this conse- 
cration performed in the name of Christ. And since Paul 
from this point of view designated the whole of the solemn 
proceeding (without separating it into its yarious elements), 
by that which was its external symbol (as, in scriptural 
phraseology, a single act of a transaction consisting ni 
several parts, and sometimes that which was most striking 
to the senses, is often mentioned for the whole) ; he required 
of Timothy that he should seek to revive afresh the spirit- 
ual gifts that he had received by the laying on of hands." ^ 

The question has been asked, but never yet answered, 
who ordained ApoUos ? See Acts 18 : 24—26. 1 Cor. 
3 : 5—7. 

It remains to consider the case of Paul the apostle. Of 
whom did he receive ordination ? One Ananias, a disciple 
and a devout man according to the law, and having a good 

SI Rothe, AnDkDgefh P- 161. 

ss iNeander, ApoeL Kirch., 1, S13. Comp. pp. 88/ 900, Sd edit 
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report of all the Jews that dwelt at Damascus, — this man 
prayed and laid his hands upon Paul, and straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogues. Soon after this he 
spent three jesis in Arahia ; then, for a whole year together, 
he and Barnabas assembled themselves with the church and 
taught ffwch people at Antioch, Acts 11 : 26. After all 
this, he was sent forth by the Holy Ghost, on his mission 
to the Grentiles. Preparatory to this mission he was recom- 
mended to the grace of God for the work, by fasting, 
prayer and the imposition of hands. Even this was not 
done hy any of the apostles, but by certain prophets and 
teachers, such as Simeon, Lucius and Manaen. Even on 
the supposition, therefore, that these were the solemnities 
of Paul's ordination, he was not Episcopally ordained. 
But, in truth, they had no reference whatever to his ordi- 
nation« On the authority of his divine commission, he 
had already been a preacher for several years. It was, 
not a new appointment, but an appointment to a new work, 
which in no degree helps forward the cause of prelatical 
ordination.^ 

We have, indeed, adopted from apostolic usage, a signifi- 
cant, impressive and becoming rite, by which to induct one 
into the sacred office of the ministry. The rite ought 
always to be observed. But no direct precept, no uniform 
usage, gives to this rite the sanction of divine authority ; 
above all, there is not in all the Scriptures, the least authority 
for the exclusive administration of it by the bishop alone. 
The idea of a bishop receiving the Holy Ghost in regular 
succession from the holy apostles, and transmitting the 
heavenly grace by the laying on of his hands is a figment 
of prelatical pride and fanaticism, unknown either in Scrip- 
ture, or in the earliest ages of the church. But the histori- 
cal argument in relation to the subject of ordination by 
presbyters is considered below. 

s* Boufdlei'f Letteri on Apoitcdical Snceeirioii, p. 22. 
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The claims of Episcopacy, .on the gxoand of an original 
distinction between the names and titles of hishop and. 
presbyters seem now to be. wholly abandoned, even .by 
Episcopalians themselv^es. " Ev^n if Timothy," says the 
Christian Observer, "had been distinctly called. bishop of 
. Ephesus, and Titus bishop of Crete, Episcopalians would 
build nothing on that nomenclature as regards Episcopacy, 
.b^ing a distinct order from Presbytery, for presbyterg are 
admitted to have been called bishops. -The disparity is 
proved by other considerations."'^ ,, 

Even the church of Rome acknowledges the identity, of 
the orders of presbyter and bishop, and reckons among the 
three greater, or holy orders, those of priest, deacon, and 
aubdeacon. 

Bishop Onderdonk makes also the same concession* 
*' As some readers of this essay may not be familiar with 
the controversy, it is proper to advert to the fact, that the 
name ' bishops,' which now designates the highest grade of 
the ministry, is not appropriated to that offide in Scripture. 
That name. is given to the middle order, ox preslyters ; and 
all that we read in the New Testament, concerning * bishops ' 
(including, of course, the words * overseers ' and * oversight,' ' 
which have the same derivation), is to be regarded as |)er- 
tainmg to that middle grade." Bishops and presbyters are 
identical, then, in the Scriptures, according to our American 
bishop, who traces his own descent from a higher grade 
known by no specific name in Scripture, such as the japostles, 
and Titus and Timothy, and the angels of the seven 
churches, who are not honored with any official title, as a 
distinct order or grade.^ The whole fabric of Episcopacy 

•* Christian Observer, 1842, p. 59. 

^ The highest grade is there found Ih those called apostles, and in womt 
other individuals, as Titus and Timothy, and the angels of the seven 
churches of Asia, who have no official designation given them. \X was 
after the apostolic age that the name * bishop ' was taken from the aeeond 
Older and appropriated to the tiaX^-^Biakop Ondtr^brnk't Epiacop a eg p 
fMted 6y Striphm, 
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18 Iiere made to lean on a certain nameless grade, whose 
snccessoTs have uncourteously appropriated to themselves 
exclusively an official title which by divine right belonged 
to the presbjrters. The issue of the argument, accordingly, 
tarns chiefly upon the proposition which comes next under 
consideration. 

4. There was, in the apostolical churches, no ordinary 
class of ministers superior to that of presbyters or bishops. 

We deny entirely that Timothy, or Titus, or any other 
person, or class of persons named in Scripture, represents a 
grade, or order of ministers in the churches planted by the 
apostles, who were invested with prerogatives superior to 
those of presbyters ; and whose office was to be perpetuated 
in the church of Christ. In opposition to these Episcopal 
pretensions, we remark : 

1. That no distinct appellation is given to the supposed 
wder, and no class of religious teachers represents them ia 
the Scriptures. 

if there be such an order, it is surely extraordinary that 
it should be left without a name, or a distinctive appellation 
df any kind. Here is a high grade, possessed of exclusive 
miniBterial rights and powers, from whom all clerical grace 
has been . transmitted by Episcopal succession, age after 
age, down to the present time ; and yet distinguished by no* 
appellation, represented by no single class or order of rneii^ 
The inferior grades, presbyters and deacons, are specified 
with gxeat distinctness, but the highest and most important 
of. all has no definite name, no distinct and single repre*- 
sentative. And yet your bishop, with astonishing credulity,, 
runs backward his spiritual lineage up, I had almost said, 
through a thousand generations, in strange uncertainty all 
the while, to whom he shall at last attach himself, or with, 
wbom claim kindred. If Peter fails him, he ffies to Paul^ 
to James, to Timothy, to Titus, to the angel of the churchy 
to — he knows not whom. Be is, however, a legitimate de<^ 

13 
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scendant and successor of some apostolical bishop. He 
is sure of that > but that bishop — nobody knows- who 
he is, or what his office may have been, — stat nominis 
umbra. 

2. We deny that the Scriptures give any authority for 

ascribing to either of the apostles, or to their assistants and 
fellow-laborers, the exercise of Episcopial authority. 

The fathers do indeed concur in assigning Episcopal 
sees to several of the apostles, and to their helpers. And 
modern Episcopalians refer us with great confidence to 
James, to Timothy, Titus, and to the angel of the church 
in the epistles of the apocalypse, as instances of primitive 
bishops. Now we deny that either of these exercised the 
rights and prerogatives of an Episcopal bishop. 

{a) James was not bishop of Jerusalem.. 

We have already seen^ with what care the apostles 
guarded against the assumption of authority over the 
churches. They taught, they counselled, they administered, 
they reproved, indeed, with the authority of ambassadors 
of God and ministers of Christ. But they assumed not 
to rule arid to govern with the official power of a diocesan. . 
The evidence of this position is already before the reader, 
and to his consideration we submit it without furilier 
remark. 

But James, it is said, resided at Jerusalem, as bishop of 
that church and diocese; and, in this capacity, ofiers us a. 
scriptural example of an apostolical bishop. The Episco- 
pal functions of this bishop, therefore, recjuire a particular 
consideration; 

In the days «f Claudius Caesar, arose a, dearth through- 
out Judea, so distressing that a charitable collection* was 
taken up and forwarded by the hands of Barnabas and 
'Saul, to the brethren in Judea, residing in the reputed 

*• Chapter I. 
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diocese of this bishop of Jerusalem. To whom was this 
chari^ sent ? Not to the bishop, but to the presbyierst the 
appropriate officers of that church, Acts 11 : 30. 

The delegation from Antioch was stot, not to the bishop, 
but to the apoitles and presbyters. Acts 15 : 2. This dele- 
gation should have been received, it would seem, by the 
bishop, as the official organ of the church. But, instead of 
this, they are hospitably received by the church, and the 
apostles, and the presbyters. Not a syllable. is said of the 
bishop. The council convene to consider the question which 
was submitted for their decision. Who compose this coun- 
cil? * The apostles and presbyters, again, without anymen- 
*tion of the bishop.. - After the discussion, in which James 
bears indeed a prominent part with the other apostles, who 
act in making up the result ? The apostles and presbyters. 
It seemed .good to the apostles and presbyters, with all the 
chuftch. Who appear in the- salutation of the letter ad- 
dressed to the church at Antioch ? The apostles, the pres- 
lyrters and the brethren. Mention is again made. Acts 16 : 4| 
of the decrees of this council. Who now appear as the 
authors of these decrees? . The apostles and presbytws. 
Where is our diocesan all this time? Plainly he has no 
official character as such. A bishop over this community, 
just now living together in the simplicity of their mutual 
love*, is an idle fancy, devoid alike of reality, of influence, 
and of name. Had James been bishop of Jerusalem at 
this time, would he not have acted a conspicuous part in 
all these- concerns, as we have seen that the presbyters did ? 
Would riot his high office have given him a place vastly 
more prominent than theirs in all these transactions;. 
whereas they, with the apostles, are the chief actors, as 
die individuals upon whom rests the government of the 
church at Jerusalem.27 

James appears to have resided chiefly at this city 

« Bothe, Anflmge, .Vol I, p. 267, ieq. 
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for good and sufficient reasons, without remaining there 
as the prelatical head of that church or diocese. The holy 
city was the seat of the Christian religion, and to the apostles, 
the centre of their operations. . It was the church to which 
all referred, like the church at Antioch,as they might have 
occasion, for counsel, instruction and support. What more 
natural than that one of the twelve should remain, as the 
representative of the college of the apostles, to give direc- 
tion to their operations and their councils ? And for this 
important trust, James, one of the kindred of our Lord 
according to the flesh, from his youth a Nazarene, intimately 
acquainted with all the national peculiarities and prejudices 
of the Jews, and a hlameless and a faithful follower' 
of Christ, was eminently qualified. The testimony of 
Hegesippus is that *' he was holy from his mother's womb," 
that upon account of his most eminent righteousness he 
was styled, the Just. He represents the Scribes and Phari- 
sees as saying to him, " We all put our confidence in thee ; 
and we, and all the people,' bear thee witness that thou art 
just, and respectest not the person of any man."^ James 
the just, then, remained at Jerusalem, as the delegate of 
the college of the apostles, and the honored counsellor and 
adviser of the churches, but with no pretensions to dioce- 
san or prelatical authority over them. 

As a Jew, as the brother of our Lord, as well as by the 
amiable characteristics mentioned above, he was eminently 
qualified to act as mediator between the opposite parties of 
Jew and Gentile converts ; and to counsel, and to act for 
the peace of the church. But in all this he acted, not as 
a bishop, but as an apostle, in that divine character, and by 
that authority, which he possessed as an apostle of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and which, as Neander has well ob- 
served, could be delegated to none other.^ 

•8 Easeb., Eccl. Hist., Lib. 2, c. 23. 

** Introdaction, p. 19. Alto Apoit. Kirch., 2, e. 1, p. 14, seq. 
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Bat do not Clement of Alexandria,^ Hegesippus,^^ the 
Apostolical Constitutions,32Eusebius,33 Cyril of Jerusalem,^* 
Epiphanius,^ Chrysostoin,^^ Jeroine,^^ Atigustine,^® • and 
Hiany others of later date, all agree that James was bishop 
of Jerusalem ? Grant it all. These all characterize him 
as bishop of Jerusalem. And yet not satisfied that James 
was bishop of this parent church? No, by no means. 
Their declaration only relates to a disputed point in the 
history of ihfe Acts of the Apostles, upon which we, per- 
haps, are as competient to decide as they. With the same 
historical data in view, why cannot a judgment be made 
up upon them as safely in the nineteenth century as in the 
third or the fifth ? With what propriety these ancient 
Others denominate James bishop of Jerusalem, let the 
reader himself .judge in view of the foregoing considerations. 

But Hegesippus lived in the second century, within one 
himdred years of the apostolic age, and must be an unexcep- 
tionable witness. What then is his testimony ? Simply 
that he took charge of the church in connection vntk the 
apostles^ for such must the term /uerd imply, if it meatis 
any thing. This use of this preposition, however, is not 
common, and. the authenticity of the passage is doubtful, 
diaddx^'toi Si-^iiiy ixxXtjatav fiajdi liay anoaxdhav^ He re- 
mained chiefly at Jerusalem, the centre of operation for all 
of the apostles, and had, if you .please, the immediate 
supervision . of this church in . connection with the other 
apostles. Aside from the Scriptures, therefore, nothing 

» Euacb., Eccl. Hist, 2, c. 1. ?> Euseb., Eccl. Hist, 2, c. 23. 

' » lab. 6, Ep- 14, p. 346. 

» Lib.2,c. i: 2, c. 23. 3, c. 5.; 7, c. 19. Comment, ad Isac. 17 : 5, Tom, 
2y p. 422. M ontfaacon, Collec. Not. Pat. et Scrip. Graec, ed., Paris, 1706. 
. . «* Catech., 4, Ep. 28, p. 65, ed. Tpnt^e. 

** Haev., 78. Antidicomarianitar, ^ 5, p. 1039. 

>• Horn. 38, in Ep. ad Corinth, Tom. 10, p. 356. 

•7 Catal. Script. Eccl., s. v. Jacob, frater Domini, Tom. 1, p. 170. Com« 
ment. in Ep. ad Gal. 1 : 19, Tom. 9, p. 128. 

» Contra literas PetiHani, L. 2, c. 51, $ 118, Tom. 9, p. ITS. 

13* 
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appears from this writer to show that he exercised the in- 
dependent authority of bishop over the church. After the 
rise of- the hiera!rchy> the Episcopal £Eithers that have been 
mentioned may have interpreted the testimony of this au- 
thor into a declaration of the Episcopal office of James. 
If so, we are at liberty to challenge the authority of these 
fathers on the point under consideration. Like them we 
have the historical record before us, and the means of 
forming an independent opinion.3® 

Indeed, antiquity itself, in the language of Milton, " hath 
turned over the controversy to that sovereign book which 
we had fondly straggled from." After refuting other tra- 
ditions, he adds, "as little can your advantage be from 
Hegesippus, an historian, of the same time, not extant, but 
cited by Eusebius. His words are, * that in every city all 
things so stood in his time as the law and the prophets, and 
our Lord did preach.' If they stood so, then stood not 
bishops above presbyters. For what our Lord and his 
disciples taught, Oo4 be thanked, we have no need to go 
learn of him."^® 

The churches, as we have already seen, were at this 
time entirely independent. They had no confederate re- 
lations, one toward another. They were, simply, any 
number of believers associated together by common con- 
sent, for the enjoyment of the word and ordinances of their 
common Lord. Besides their union of faith and fellow- 
ship of spirit, they had one bond of union in the instruQ- 
tion, care and oversight which the apostles exercised in 
common over all the churches. This general supervision 
the apostles exercised conjointly, and thus formed a com- 
mon bond of connection between the different fraternities ; 
going themselves, from place to place, confirming the 
churches, and reporting to each the faith and piety of such 

s* Rothe, Anftnge der Christ. Kirch., 1, 26S— 272. 
« Proie Worki, Vol. I, p. 86. 
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as they had visited. What care the apostle Paul took to 
encourage this fellowship of the churches is gratefully 
manifested in the salutations which he sends in their be* 
half. AH the churches of Christ salute youy Rom. 16 : 16. 
The churches of Asia salute you. All the brethren greet 
you, 1 Cor, 16: 19,20. 

. Under these circumstances, the churches severally re- 
ferred to the apostles, for instruction, for counsel, and for 
assistance, as they mig^t have occasion. This oversight 
the apostles carefully exercised ; caring for all, and watch- 
ing for all, as they had opportunity, that thus they might, 
as &r as possible, supply the place of their Lord, and fulfil 
the ministry which they had received from him. In the 
distribution of their labors, by mutual consent, they occu- 
pied, to a great extent, their separate fields. Some going 
to the heathen, and others to the circumcision. Gal. 2 : 7 — 9* 
But none had any settled cure, or any prescribed field of 
labor, bearing the remotest analogy to a modern diocese. 
Paul was greatly oppressed by the care of cUl the churches^ 
which came daily upon him. Who is weak and I am not 
weaki Who is offended and I burn not ? 2 Cor. 11 : 29. 
So that while each may have been the apostle of particular 
churches, each and every one exercised a common over- 
sight and jurisdiction over all, by whomsoever they may 
have been originally organized. -Nor was this jurisdiction 
of the several apostles exercised by them on their own 
individual responsibility, but in common rather as fellow- 
apostles and co-workers, for the rearing up of the church 
of Christ, and the extension of his kingdom. In a wordi 
the government of the churches was vested in the apostles, 
not individually, but collectively; and each exercised his 
authority as a joint member of the apostolical body, who 
were ordained and endowed with grace to be witnesses of 
the gospel of our Lord in every place, " for the perfecting 
of the saints, for th^ work of the ministry, for the edifica- 
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tion of the body of Christ." Such are the views of 
Rothe,*! one of the latest writers on this subject, who has 
set forth his sentiments with great clearness, and supported 
them with unequalled learning, and ability. ' Such also are 
the sentiments of Chrysostom, an ancient and learned 
bishop. "The apostles were constituted of God rulers, 
not over a separate nation or city, but all were entrusted 
with the world."^ 

(b) Timothy at Ephesus was not a bishop. 

Timothy was one of a class of religious teachers who 
acted as the assistants and fellow-laborers of the apostle« 
Their assistance was employed as a needful expedient to 
enable the apostles to exercise their supervision over the 
infant churches'which sprang- up in the dif^reht and distant 
countries through which Christianity was propagated hy 
them. Over churches widely separated, the apostles could 
personally exercise but little supervision. Some of theih, 
as the apostle Peter, and especially the great apostle of the 
Gentiles, were instrumental in planting many churches in 
distant countries. He saw the necessity of employing 
suitable and competent men, who, invested with iiis 
authority, and in his name, might ' supply his lack of 
service to those churches which lay beyond the range of 
his immediate inspection. They were neither permanent 
officers in the church, nor restricted to any. specific circuit, 
but temporary residents, to assist in setting in order the 
churches, and' giving needful instruction, as* (he occasion- 
might require, and then to pass away to some otheSr 
statioYi, wherever their services might be required. 

Such assistants and • delegates of the apostles are of 
frequent occurrence in the Scriptures. And this view of - 

/' Anfonge, Christ. Kirch.^pp. 297—310. 

MSt'Tj xal udXeig diCi(poQOvi Xaft^dvoyiBg, dXXd n&vTes MoiPtj 
T1JP 6inoviUv\v ifimativOsviag — dud by CamfheUfXietmttfp. 77. 
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their office afibrds, at once, a natural and easy explanation 
of the peculiar and somewhat anomalous rank which they 
seem to hold. Bishops they certainly were not, in the 
Episcopal sense of that term.^ Neither were they merely 
presbyters; for, though in many things their office was 
analogous to that of presbyters, in other respects it was. 
widely different. Such was Timothy, whom Paul styles 
his fellow-laborer, awegydg, Rom. 16: 21. 1 Thess. 3: 2. 
In the salutations of his epistles, also, he often couples the 
name of Timothy with his own. Phil. 1:1. 1 Thess. 1 : 1. 
2 Thess. 1 : 1, Sec. Accordingly, Timothy appears as the 
travelling companion of the apostle. 

He seems, indeed, at different times, to have had the 
superintendence of several churches in various places. 
Comp. 1 Cor. 4: 17, 1 Tim. 1 : 3, and 1 Thess. 3: 2, from 
which it appears that he was sent to Corinth, to Ephesos, 
and to Tliessalonica, as a fellow-laborer and assistant of the 
apostle. From what is said of his influence at Corinth, it 
would seem that he might with almost equal propriety be 
styled the bishop of that city as of Ephesus. In the first 
epistle, he is reputed to have been sent to them, as the 
representative of the apostle, to bring them into remem- 
brance of his ways and doctrines; and, in the second, 
he unites with Paul as his brother in the salutation 
of that church. The whole history of the Acts of the 
ApostleS) and indeed the language of the epistles proves 
that, like the other of St. PauPs fellow-travellers, Timothy 
had.no settled abode, no fixed station ; but assisted him, as 
an evangelist, in setting the churches in order, and in the 
accomplishment of any special object which the apostle 
had in view, and to which he could not personally attend. 
The apostle, often coupling the name of Timothy with his 
own, presents him to us as his travelling companion and 

^ Bishop Ondeidonk only claims this distinction for Timothy, and many 
of that communion give ap this point. 
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assistant. This itinerating life of Timothy siifficiently 
proves that he was not the bishop of Ephesus. When 
both the epistles to the Thessalonians were written, 
A. p. 62, Timothy was with* Paul at Corinth, having 
lately returned from Thessalonica, where he had spent 
some time in ministering to that church. 

When Paul wrote the firsi epistle to the Corinthians, 
A. D. 57, from Ephesus, Timothy was absent again, on a 
mission to Macedonia and Achaia, from whence he was 
expected soon to be there. 1 Cor. 16: 10. Titiis «lsb 
goes about this time on a mission to Corinth. 

The year following, when Paul wrote his second epistle 
from Macedonia, Timothy was with him there, and TitusT, 
whom Paul had met in Macedonia, was again one of the 
messengers by whom the letter was forwarded to that 
church. 

Some months later, A. D. 58, when he wrote his epistle 
to the Romans from Corinth, Timothy was with him there. 

The epistle to the Ephesians was written from Rome, 
A. D. 61, subsequent to the time when Timothy is alleged 
to have been made bishop of Ephesus; yet he is not 
named in it, nor is there any allusion in it to any head 
of. the church there, but only to " the saints and faithful 
brethren." Indeed, it is certain, from the epistles to the 
Colossians and to Philemon, written about the same time 
from Rome, that Timothy was, at this time, in that city; 
so that he could scarcely have been in his supposed diocese 
at all. . 

" The expression in 1 Tim. 1 : 3, 'As I besought thee to 
abide still at Ephesus when I went into Macedonia,' seems 
to mark but a temporary purpose, and to bear little simili- 
tude to a settled appointment and establishment of iiim as 
head of the church there, i. e., bishop, in the modern accept- 
ation of the term, resembling rather his previous mission 
to Thessalonica, referred to in the epistle to the Thessalo- 
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nians (3 : 2) ; and this is confirmed by the undoubted fact, * 
that when the second epistle to him was written, not only 
t^as Timothy not in his supposed diocese at Ephesus, but 
the apostle tells -him that he had sent Tychicus there, who 
ia spoken of by the * apostle as being in like manner a 
fellow-servant, beloved brother, and fellow-minister of the 
Lord (Ephes. 6 : 21), as Timothy himself was. This we 
know to have been shortly before the death of the apostle. "'*8 
The absurdity of supposing; that this request was made 
to Timothy as bishop, is forcibly presented by Daill£. 
"Why beseech a bishop to remain in his diocese? Is it 
fiot to beseech a* man to stay in a place to which he is 
bound ? I should not think it strange to beseech liim to 
leave it, if his services were needed elsewhere. • But to 
beseech him to abide in a place where his charge obliges 
him to be, and which he cannot forsake without offending 
God and neglecting his duty, is, to say the'truth, not a very 
civil entreaty; as it plainly pre-supposes that he has not 
his duty much at Jieart, seeing one is under the necessity 
o{ beseeching him to do it."*3 

: By the imposition of hands he was endowed with pecu- 
liar gifts, that qualified him to serve the churches as a 
• fellow-laborer with the apostle, who accordingly charges 
him not to neglect this gift.^^ 

, . But what need of many words on this subject ? The 
apostle, just before his death, and long after he is supposed 
to have settled Timothy as bishop at Ephesus, gives him 
his true designation ,^-an evangelist, ** Do the work,^' not 
of bishop, but ^* of an evangelist." The work which he was 

^ Bowdler's Letters on Apost. Supcession, pp. 25, 26. 
« Daill^, ci-detnta, p. 23. Cited in Mason's Works, Vol. Ill/ii. 197. * 
M Comp. Neander, Apost. Kirch., 1, c. 10. Rothe, Anfknge, VbU I; l^ 
160, 161, and 263 3 also, J. H. Bohmer, Diss. Jur. Eccl. Antiq., p. 424, seq., 
where is given an able discussion of the points under consideration, in 
relation to Timothy, Titus, and the angel of the. churches. Barnes's Apoftt. 
Church, pp. 99^107, and ^myth's Presbytery and Prelacy, chap.* 12, $ 3. 
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exhorted to do was simply that of a " person who, being 

attached to no particular church, was sent by the apostle 

as was necessary, either for the purpose of founding new 

churches, or of confirming those which were already estab« 
lished."45 

(c) Titus was not bishop of Crete. 

Like Timothy, Titus was an evangelist He received 
similar instructions and performed similar labors. Like 
Timothy, he also travelled too much for a stationary pre- 
late. From Syria we trace him to Jerusalem ; thence to 
Corinth ; thence to Macedonia ; back again to Corinth ; 
thence to Crete ; thence to Dalmatia ; and whether he ever 
returned to Crete is wholly uncertain. He was left at 
Crete, therefore, not as bishop* of that diocese, but as an 
.assistant of the apostle, to establish the churches, and to 
continue the work which the apostle had begun. "After* 
Paul had laid the foundation of the Christian church in 
Crete," says Neander, " he left Titus behind, to' complete 
the organization of the churches, to confirm the new con- 
verts in purity of doctrine, and to counterwork the influence 
of the false teachers." 46 

From all this there appears to be no scriptural foundation 
for corisidering- either Timothy, established as bishop of 
Ephesus, or Titus, of Crete. Dr. Whitby, himself a zealous 
advocate of Episcopacy, assures us that he could find 
nothing in any ttrritef of the first three centuries concerning 
the Episcopate of Timothy and Titus; tujt any intimaHon 
that they bore that narne. " Certain it is," says CampbeDy 
also, " that in the first three centuries, neither Timothy nor 
Titiis is styled bishop by any writer." He journeyed much 
with Paul, and was left in Crete, like Timothy at Ephesus, 
to render, in behalf of the apostles, a similar service to the 
churches on that island. 

4> deansobre, quoted by Mant nd d'Ogly, on Acta 21 : 8. 
4t Apoit Kiz€h., 1, p. 406. 



BQUALITT OF BISHOPS AND PSBSBTTERS. 157 

Of the same general character, also, was Silvanus, 
1 Thess. 1: 1. 2 Thess. 1: 1. Comp. 1 Pet. 6: 12; and 
Mark, Col. 4: 10. 1 Pet. 6: 13; and Clemens, Phil. 4: 3, 
and seYeral others. Silas is first the travelling companion 
of Paul and Barnabas in Asia Minor ; then of Paul, in his 
second missionary tour through Asia Minor, Macedonia, 
and Achaia ; and, at a later period, the companion of Peter 
in the Parthian empire. Mark, also, was first the com- 
panion of Paul and Barnabas ; then, after their separation, of 
Barnabas inCjrprus; and afterwards of Peter in the Parthian 
empire ; and from thence he accompanied him to Eome. 

No one of the apostles, therefore, nor Timothy, nor 
Titus, nor any of the evangelists, acted in the capacity of 
bishop of any church or diocese. In neither has this 
higher grade any representation ; nor has the prelatical 
doctrine of Episcopal supremacy and apostolical succession 
the least foundation in Script ure.^"^ 

{d) The angel of the church in the apocalyptic epistles ^ 
was not a bishop. 

On this subject, we shall present the reader with the 
exposition of several distinguished scholars, and submit it 
to him, whether this phraseology supports the prelatical 
claims of Episcopacy. The views of Neander are briefly 
given in his Introduction.*® 

By the kindness of Prof. Stuart, we here offer the 
following exposition from his unpublished commentary on: 
Revelation : 

" The seven angels have given occasion to much specu- 
lation and diversity of opinion. Are they teachers, bishops, 
overseers ? or is some other office designated by the word 
Hyy^^s, angel, here ? 

" 1. Old Testament usage ; viz., the later Hebrew employ « 
the word ^KSD=^yy£Aoff, to designate a prophet. Hag. 1 : 13, 
also a priest. Mai. 2 : 7, and Ecc. 5:6. As priests, in 

47 Comp. Rotfae, Anftnge, 1, p. 905, leq. ^ Page 21. 
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the appropriate sense of the word, did not exist in the 
Christian churches (for they had no Mosaic ritual of sacri- 
fices and oblations), so we must compare fi/yeXo? here with 
^?^P, prophet, in Hag. 1: 13. 77^og)^T0ft, ■ prophets, there 
were in the Christian church. See 1 Cor. 12 : 28. • Acts 
13 : 1. 1 Cor. 14 : 29, 32, 37. Eph. 2 : 20. 3 : 5. 4 : 11. 
Taken in this sense, the word designates here the leading 
teacher in the Asiatic churches. The nature of the case 
would seem to indicate a leader here, else why should he 
be especially addressed as the representative of the whole 
body in each of the Christian churches ? But, 

"2. Another exposition has been given. Vitringa^^ has 
compared the ^yyelog of the apocalypse with the 1^3V D**^ 
of the Jewish synagogues, which means legatus ecclesiae 
[the representative or delegate of the church'], and compares 
well with &yysl.og exxXrjalag [angel of the church], as to the 
form of the phrase. The office of the individual . thus 
named was to superintend and conduct the worship of the 
synagogue ; i, e., he recited prayers, and read the Scrip- 
tures, or invited others to perform these duties ; he called 
on the priests to pronounce the final benediction, in case he 
himself was not a priest ; he proclaimed the sacred feasts, 
and, in a word, he superintended the whole concerns of 
religious worship, and evidently took the lead in them 
himself. He was a ngoeaTdig, or an inlaxonog [a superin- 
tendent or overseer], and also a dtddaxaXog, teacher, in a 
greater or less degree. Comp. John 3 : 10. The best 
account of his office is in Schbettgen, Horae Heb., p. 1089, 
seq., who has pointed out some errors and deficiencies of 
Vitringa. The nature of the case shows that the superior 
officer is, in this instance, and should be, addressed. He is 
probably called the angel of the church, in conformity to^ 

« De Vet. Synagoga., p. 910, seq. As an interpretation of the Hebrew 
phrase, 1i:3y X}^h\ff ^e English reader may read, as. often as it ocean, 
ikervUrqfihetynagogue, 
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the Hebrew Chaldee 1^3V D**!??^ (possibly in referenoe to 
Hag. 1: 13, or Mai. 2: 7), and may be called legatus 
eccledaey because he is delegatus ah ecclesia [delegated by 
the church], in order that he may render their public 
devotions to God, and superintend their social worship. 
Exactly the limits of the office and its specific duties 
neither the word, HyyaXog, explains, nor does the context 
give us any particular information." 

The learned Origen affirms, that the angels of the 
churches were the ngoeatibTEg, the presiding presbyters, 
the same, of whom Justin, TertuUian, and Clemens Alex- 
andrinus speak, in the extracts which are given below, in 
their order.^ . 

The exposition given below is from the learned Dr. 
Delitzsh, of Leipsic, the associate of Dr. Fiirst, in preparing 
his He.brew Concordance. The writer himself is a man of 
profound erudition in all that relates to Hebrew and Rab- 
binical literature, who, by our particular desire, furnished 
the article for us in a late visit to that city. 
* " The &YYelot t^? ixxXrjalag, angels of the churches, are 
the bishops ; or, what in my opinion is the same in the 
apostolical churches, the presbyters of the churches. The 
expression, like many others in the New Testament, is 
derived from the synagogue, which may be regarded as 
the parent source of the Christian church, having remained 
essentially unchanged for a long time after the overthrow 
of the temple service. The office of the mv H'^lB^ corre- 
sponds entirely with that of bishop or presbyter of the 
apostolical churches. 

"1. The inx rr'Siy bears this name as the delegatus 
ecclesiae, the delegate of the church, who was elected by 
them to exercise and enjoy the privileges and prerogatives 
of a presiding officer in their assemblies. It was his duty 

•^ nqoBtn^xag nv&g tSv €xxXrjai(bv dLyyiXovg Xiyeadat TtagA 
T9 JotavvTi ^v T7i dtTtoxaxaXiipei. — De Orat,, $ 34. 
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to pray in the name of the assembly, to lead in the reading 
of the Scriptures, to blow the trumpet, the *1S1B^ on the 
opening of a new year ; and, in the absence of those who 
belonged to the priesthood, the D'^riD, to pronounce the 
Aaronitic benediction. So far as the performance of this 
rite is concerned, the priests themselves are the "il32f ^n^SlJ^. 
The original passages are given by Schoettgen.^^ So high 
and important was the office of this 113^ TT'Siy, and so 
nearly did it correspond with that of bishop or presbyter, 
that the name of the former might be applied to the latter. 

" The signification of the term may also be learned from 
the Aramaean term, the **5''^j^. This officer of the syna- 
gogue, the 1l32f TT'Sty, was regarded as bringing before 
God the prayers of the people, which were considered as 
their spiritual offering. It appears from the Jerusalem 
Talmud, that when one was invited to ascend the pulpit to 
offer public prayers, the language of the invitation was, 
not * Come and pray,' but * Come hither, and present otir 
offering,' ^3\^2i'^j? nfafij.sa 

"The office of the 'in:^ n'Siy did not, indeed, include the 
duty of a public teacher ; for the office of public preaching 
was not established as a permanent institution, but had its 
origin within the period of the Christian dispensation. 

"I have thus shown that the appellation, angd of the 
church, was used to designate the presiding officer of the 
Christian church, with particular reference to the 1133? rpSer 
of the S3magogue. Still, as a name of an office, the angel 
of the church may have a meaning somewhat higher. 
Such a meaning it may have, with reference, retrospect- 
ively, to the nin" I^Sd of the Old Testament.^ So that 
the angel of the church may, at the same time, denote the 

^1 Horae Hebraicae et Talmadicae ad Apoc, 1, p. 1089, seq. 
^ Berachot, c. 4, f. 206. Comp. Zunz, Die gottesdienstlichen Vortrtiga 
der Juden. 
M Comp. Malachi 2 1 7, and Haggai 1 : IS. 
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bishop or presbyter chosen by this Christian community, to 
be the messenger, or servant, both of God and of the 
church. Tiiis call of the church is itself a vocatio divinOy 
a divine calling; and, according to the New Testament 
view of the subject, unites the idea of both offices in the 
same person." 

Bengel, also, the most learned expositor of the book of 
Bevelation, is of opinion, that the angel of the church 
corresponds to the nnv itSk^ of the synagogue. "The 
Hebrews had, in their synagogue, a ni3if n'^B^i a deputatum 
ecdesiaef who, in reading, in prayer, &c., led the congre- 
gation; and such a leader, also, had each of the seven 
churches of the Apocalypse." ^ 

The result is^ that the angel of the churches, whatever 
view ve take of the origin of the term, was not the repre- 
sentative of an order or grade superior to presbyters, but 
himself merely a presbyter ; or, if you please, — a bishop^ 
provided you mean by it simply what the Scriptures 
always mean, — a pastor of a church, the ordinary and only 
minister, divinely constituted to be the shepherd and bishop 
of their souls. 

* . II. 'It remains to consider the historical argument for the ^y^ 
original' equality and identity of bishops and presbyters. / 

The doctrine of the original equality and identity of 
bishopi? and presbyters was fully recognized in the early 
church, and. continued to' be acknowledged, even after the 
establishment of the hierarchy, down to the time of the 
Reformation. The historical argument comprised in this 
proposition may be resolved into several particulars, each 
of which serves to show that both the early fathers and 
later historians regarded presbyters and bishops as belong- 

- ' • ■ 

M ErUarang Offenbarung, p. 216. For a further illustration of the opin* 
toxts of the learned, the reader iei referre.d to-Campbell's Lectures on Eccl. 
Hist, pp. 82-.88. Whatdy,Kingdbm of Christ, pp. 246.i-460. 

14» 
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ing to the same grade or order of the clergy, and equal in 
dieir rights and privileges, 

1. Presbyters are designated by names and titles similar 
to those of bishops. 

2. Presbyters, like bishops, are carefully distinguished 
from the deacons, the second order of the clergy, in such a 
manner as to show that they are indiscriminately and 
equally the representatives of the first order. 

3. Presbyters were understood to possess the right to 
ordain; and, generally, to perform the functions of the 
Episcopal office. 

4. Bishops, themselves, in their ministerial character, 
exercised only the jurisdiction, and performed merely the 
offices, of presbyters in the primitive churches. 

5. The original equality of bishops and presbyters con- 
tinued to be acknowledged, from the rise of the Episcopal 
hierarchy down to the time of the Reformation. 

1. Presbyters are designated in the writings of the early 
fathers by names and titles similar to those' of bishops. 

When from the Scriptures we turn to the writings of 
these fathers, it is observable that they speak sometimes 
of bishops and sometimes of presbyters as the presiding 
officers of the church, and then again of both indiscrimi- 
nately, as being one and the same in rank. To. both 
they ascribe the same or similar names and titles, such 
as seniors, elders, chairmen, moderators, presidents, &c., 
all indicating a similarity and identity of office, and an 
equality of rank. Even when the first place is assigned 
to the bishop, he is only chief among equals, just as in a 
modern presbytery or association, one is promoted to the 
office of moderator, to which all are alike eligible.^ 

M We have .brought together in parallel coliuxms some of the names 
and tiUes which are ascribed to bishops and presbyters severally.- The 
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2. I^esbyters, like bishops, are careftdly distiDguished 
firom the deacons, the second order of the clergy, in such 
a manner as to show that they are indiscriminately and 
equally the representatives of the first order. 

Several of the earliest fathers distinctly recognize but 
two orders of the priesthood. They of the first order are 
sometimes denominated presbyters, sometimes bishops, and 
then again bishops and presbyters indiscriminately. It is 
worthy of particular notice, that while bishops and presby- 

intelligent reader will readily perceive the similarity of the titles given to 
both, and the identity of their significations. 

TITLES OF BISHOPS. TITLES OF PRESBYTERS. 

*Enl(TX(mo*y ngea^ijTego^, 'Enlaxono^,^ ngsa^^Tsgot,^ 

7t(f6e3go&f7tQOiat&fi6voi, ^g>OQot ngdedgoi,^ ngoefnmeg,'^ nty^g- 

&QXOvx€g SKuXriomVy ngoBuz^ jdrai.^ 
teg. 

Praesides, praepositi j praesiden- Praepositi, antistes, majores natu, 

tes, Buperattendentes, superinten- seniores^senioresplebis^sacerdotes, 

dentes, pastores, patres ecclesiae, &c. 
Ticaiii, praesoles, antistes, antistes 
aacrorum, seniores, &.c. 

These and seyeral other titles are given in our Antiquities, pp. 70, 94. 
Riddle, Christ. Antiq., pp. 161, 229. Baumgarten, Erlauterungen, pp. 75, 
94. Rheinwald, pp. 30, 45. 

Obviously these titles severally are synonymous, and are applied indk- 
criminately to both bishops and presbyters, to denote one and the same 
office. Riddle, Christ. Antiq., p. 230. Blondell very justly remarks, that 
" the cise of such terms create no difficulty, ahd for the reason that, even 
after a distinction was made between bishops and presbyters in the second 
century by the decision of the churches, both continued to be distinguished 
indiscriminately by the same appellation.'^ — Apologia pro Hieron, p. 92. 

Riddle also allows "that the terms, inlaxonog and ngsor^vtegog, 
in the New Testament are synonymous, and denote one and the same 
office 3^' and cites several passages, to some of which reference is .made 
above.. 

i Chrysost., Horn. 1, in Phil. 1, p. 8. Hom. 2, in 1 Tim. 3. Theodoret, in PhIL 
I: li 2:25. Jerome,, ad Tit. 1-, and Ep. 83, 85. 
' Greg. Naz., Oral. 1. Basil, Reg. Morali, 71. 
8 Synesius Ep., 12. 

* Greg. Naz., Ont. 1. Basil, M. Regola Moral.!.' 
^ Cbryioflt^ Horn. 11, in 1 Tiia. 4. Cobip. Rom, li^ : 8. * 
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. tens ' are confounded one with another, they are tinifonyily 
distinguished from -the deacons, the second order of the 
priesthood. Whatever be the title by which die clergy of 
the first order is called, you are in no danger of mistaking 
them for the second. 

Clement of Rome, who wrote about A. D. 96, is our 
first authority. His epistle addressed to the Corinthians, is 

' the earliesjt and most authentic of all the writings of the 
apostolical fathers. It was held in such esteem by the 
early Christians, that it was publicly read in th^ir religious 
assemblies, in the same manner as the apostolical epistles.^ . 
And, by ecclesiastical writers generally, nothing that is 
not divine is admitted to be of higher authority. This 
revered father recognizes but two orders of the priesthood, 
bishops and deacons, kni>axon6vg xal d^axdvovg. It gives not 
the least intimation of an individual bishop at Corinth, 
uniformly speaking of the presbyters of that church whom 
the • Corinthians had rejected, as belonging to the highest 
order. "The apostles preaching in countries and cities, 
appointed the first fruits of their labors to be bishops and' 
deacons, having proved them by the Spirit. "^7 • These are 
the two .orders of the ministry, as originally appointed by 
the apostles. " It w^re a grievous sin," he proceeds to 
say, " to reject those who have faithfully fulfilled the duties 
of their Episcopal office, and immediately adds, " blessed 
are those presbyters, who have finished their course and 
entered upon their reward," s®e. c, blessed are these pres^ 
byters who have thus faithfully performed the duties of 

• w Euseb., Eccl. Hist., Lib. 3, c. 13. ' " ' 

^^ Kaj^ X(i>Qocg ^y xal ndleig xrjQiaaovTBg xadl^avoy r^g 
di7fttQiX(Jig aiircby, doxifidaavTag t(3 nvahfiaxt, Big iniaxoneg xal 
dtaxdvog iwv fieMvrcDV nic^eveiv ,—Epi8t. ad Cor., J 42, p. 57. 

^^AfiaQxla yuQ ^ fiixgd, -fiftXv ?ga», My ibg dfiifiTTToig xal, 
ialttg nQoaevhyxovTag tik dwga t^? kniaxonrig dno^dXatfiBP. 
Maxdgiot ol TtQOodomoQTfiaapjBg ngea^^iegei, oiHreg iyxaqjiop 
xal relelav laxov x^v dydXuq:»r..£;pirt. ad Cor,, $ 44> p. £6. 
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their Episcopal office; bishops and presbyters being used 
interchangeably as descriptive of the same order. This pas- 
sage establishes the identity of bishops and presbyters in 
the opinion of this venerable author, who may be understood 
to express the prevailing opinion both at Home and at 
Corinth. The epistle proceeds on the evident assumption, 
that the ministerial office, and the relations between pastor 
and people, were the same in both. He is remonstrating 
with the Corinthians for expelling certain presbyters from 
their bishopric, cxtto t^j imaxonrig. " Clement himself," 
says Riddle, " was not even aware of the distinction be- 
tween bishops and presbyters — terms which in fact he uses 
as synonymous. "^9 

Polycarp is our next witness. This father was familiar 
with those who had seen our Lord. He was the disciple 
of John the apostle, and is supposed by many to be the 
angel of the church at Smyrna, in Rev. 2 : 8. Such was 
the respect in which the epistle was held by the primitive 
Christians, that it was publicly read in their churches until 
the fourth century. This valuable relic of antiquity, the 
date of which is usually assigned to the year 140, har- 
monizes in a remarkable degree with that of Clement, in 
recognizing but two orders of the clergy.^® The first it 
denominates presbyters. Bishops are not once named in 
all the epistle. These presbyters are represented to have 
been the inspectors and rulers of the church, to administer 
discipline, and to exercise the functions of the highest 
officer of the church. Nor is there the least intimation 
that any one has authority superior to these. 

As the author of the epistle, and apparently the presiding 
elder, the ngoeaKbg of the church, he opens the letter with 

" Christ. Antiq., p. 5. Comp. Waddington's Church Hist., p. 35. Camp- 
bell's Lectures, p. 72. 
^ diJid dkov dcnkxBoda& dnd ndPTOtv Toitoiv {>jtoxaaao(Aivovq 

xcHg Ttgea^VTigoig xai diaxdvoig &g 0cq) nal Jf^jcrx^*.—— 
Ad. PhU., c. 6. 
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the usual Christian salutation to the church -whom he ad- 
dresses, coupled with that of his fellow-presbyters. " Poly- 
carp and the presbyters with him, to the church of God 
dwelling at Philippi, mercy to you, and peace be multiplied 
from God Almighty, and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour." 
Paul in his salutation addresses the bishops and deacons of 
this church. Polycarp in his, speaks only of presbytets 
and deacons. K there were three orders of clergy at 
Philippi,' the omission of one by the apostle, and another 
by this apostolical father is unaccountable* The advice of 
Polycarp to the church " to be subject to the presbyters and 
deacons f^* becomes particularly irrelevant and improper, on 
the supposition, that the government' of the church was 
vested in a bishop'. The conclusion, therefore, is inevitable, 
that bishop and presbyter are still used interchangeably, and 
both Paul and Polycarp speak of the same class of per- 
sons. Clement and Polycarp were contemporaries • and 
survivors of the apostles. They resided the one at Home, 
the other in Asia Minor, and represent different bodies of 
the Christian church, remote from each other, and widely 
different in language, in government, and in national pe- 
culiarities. The ecclesiastical polity of these four churches 
in'ay fairly be assumed as an example of the usage of others 
at this time. 

From all that "we can gather from their writings, no office 
existed in the churches either of Rome, Corinth, Smyrna, 
or Philippi, superior to that of presbyter ; nor is there any 
indication of diversity of order, degree, ordination, or 
power, between the several- presbytws or bishops of those 
churches ; save that of senior or modjerator, the ngoearfbg 
of their body. 

It is also particularly noticeable, that Polycarp specifies 
the qualifications necessary both for deacons,^! and for 
presbyters ; ^^ and, like Paul, the apostle, on a similar 

« Ep:, c. 5» « Ep., c. 6. 
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occasion, Tit. 1: 5 — 9, makes no mention of wha't is 
proper in the conduct and character of a bishop. • 

Justin Martyr, the Christian philosopher, who suffered 
martyrdom A. D. 165, two years before Polycarp, offers 
further confirmation of these views of the subject. Never 
himself holding any clerical office, his relations to the 
church, his learning, his candor, his piety, and his death, 
all concur to render him an unexceptionable witness. In 
his description of public worship, after mentioning prayers 
and the fraternal salutation, he says,-;— " There is brought 
to him who presides over the brethren, t© ngosaTGiTi jfav 
idehpiov fhresid and a cup of water, and wine, and he taking 
them ofiers up praise and glory to the Father of the 
universe, through the name of the Son and the Holy 
Ghost, and renders thanks for these, his gifts. At the close 
of his. petition and thanksgivings, all the people present 
say Amen ; which, in the Hebrew language, signifies maiy 
it be so. And he who preside?, haying given thanks, and 
the whole assembly having expressed their assent, they 
who are called among us deacons, didxovoi, distribute the 
bread, and the wine, and water to each of those who are 
T)resent, to partake of that which has been blessed. Also 
they carry to those who are not present." ^3 

His testimony, in the passage above cited, is that two 

^^Adehpoi xoivdig e^x^S noi^vahfiEvov -^nkg is kavTciv xal 
Tov qxnTiadivTog xal &lXaiv nouvtaxov ndPTtav eHdvottg, — "— * 
^Xi{Xoi;$ ^iXtJaar^ diuna^dfieda navadfievoi^ xHiv e-dx^^* 
%7tena nqogq>iqBxa^ tianqoBOj^Ti^T^v dcd6lq)Giv (Sigtog 
xal TtOTT^Qiov vdaTog xal xgdfiaTog, xal ovwg la^(hp, ajyov xal 
ddfav rw naTglribv oXtav, didi tov dvdfiaiog toD vlov xalTOv 
Ttveifiarog rov dylovj dv a Tti fiit b i> xal ei3;^«^»aT/ay inhg 
TOV xaTtj^iibadai To{fT(x)v Ttag airov inl ttoH no ibT t a t , oi5 
crvvTBXiuavTog rdg b^x^^ atai.Ti^J' -Biixotgiailav, nag 6 nagCar 
Xa6g ^nBvg^rjfiBl Xtybtv,. ^Afiijv — - c^j^of^taTTJaayiog dh tov 
7tgoBatSi)rog, xal inBvg)rjfi'/^(TavTog navrog tov Xaov^ ol xdAo6fikro^ 
iiaq i^fitv didxov.ot, dtdiaaiv kxdajQi xiar nagdrTOtr fietalbt^eXp, 
— 4poIv h c. 65, p. 82. 
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orders only officiated in their public worship and in their 
celebration of the eucharist. Soon after this, he again de- 
scribes their mode of public worship, and of communion, 
and specifies the same officiating officers, the president of 
the brethren, and the deaconsM Nothing occurs, either in 
the narrative, or in the distinctive epithet, to indicate any 
higher order or office than that of the officiating presbyter 
who conducted their worship and administered the sacra- 
ment ; or if you call him bishop, he is still of the same 
order, distinguished clearly from the deacons, but differing 
in no wise from the order of presbyters. 

Upon the import of this nqosat^gy of Justin, about which 
so much is said, the following remarks of Milton are 
worthy of particular consideration: — "Now for the word 
nqo6UT(xig, it is more likely that Timothy never knew the 
word in that sense. It was the vanity of those next suc- 
ceeding times not to content themselves with the simplicity 
of Scripture phrase, but must make a new lexicon to name 
themselves by; one will be called ngoeattbgy or antistes, a 
word of precedence ; another would be termed a gnostic, 
as Clemens ; a third, sacerdos, or priest, and talks of altars ; 
which was a plain sign that their doctrine began to change, 
for which they must change their expressions. But that 
place of Justin Martyr serves rather to convince the author, 
than to make for him, where the name ngoeaTihg xuiv bidehfiSiy^ 
the president or pastor of the brethren (for to what end is 
he their president but to teach them ?) cannot be limited 
to signify a prelatical bishop, but rather communicates that 
Greek appellation to every ordinary presbyter ; for there he 
tells what the Christians had wont to do in their several 
congregations, to read and expound, to pray and administer, 
all which he says the nqoeaj^g^ or antistes, did. Are these 
the offices only of a bishop, or shall we think that every 
congregation where these things were done, which he attri- 

•* Apol., 1, c. CT, p. 83. 
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bates to this * antistes,' had a hishop present among them f 
tmless they had as many * antistites' as presbyters, which 
this place rather seems to imply ; and so we may infer 
even from their own alleged authority, * that antistes was 
nothing else but presbyter.' "^^ 

Having now passed the middle of the second century, 
and found only two orders in the church, we may fairly 
conclude that such was the organization adopted by the 
apostles. This early and uniform usage is a faur construc- 
tion of their authority and example. But the evidence 
already adduced is corroborated by other authorities. 

Irenaeus, a Greek, of Asia Minor, was in his youth a 
hearer of the venerable Polycarp, the disciple of John» 
He spent his advanced life in Gaul, at Lyons, and died 
about the commencement of the third century, probably A^ 
D. 202. Speaking of Marcion, Valentinus, Cerinthus, and 
odier heretics, he says : — " When we refer them ta that 
apostolic tradition, which is preserved in the churches, 
through the succession of their presbyters^ these men op? 
pose the tradition ; pretending that, being more wise than,, 
not only the presbyters, but the apostles themselves, they 
have found the uncorrupted truth." ^^ Continuing the same 
coarse of reasoning, the author, in the next sectuui, agakb 
styles these same presbyters, bishops. " We can enumerate 
those who were constituted by the apostles, bishops in the- 
churches ; their successors, also, even down to our time.— - 
But because it would be tedious, in such a volume as this, 
to enumerate the successions in all the churches, showings 
to you the tradition and declared faith of the greatest and 
most ancient and noted church, founded at Home by the 

• Milton's Prelatical Episcopacy, Prose Works, Vol. 1, p. 76. 

^ Cum autem ad earn iterom traditionem, quae est ab Apostolia, tfnm 
per roccessiones Prethyterorum in ecclesiis custoditur, proyoeanias eoe : 
adrersantor traditioni, dicentes, se non solum FrabyUri», led etitti 
i^NMfottt extiatentes sapientiores, sinceram iiiTeiiiase teritateai.— Atn«iif, 
}, Batr., L. 5, c. S, $ S; ]p. 175. 

15 
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two glorious apostles, Peter and Paul, which she received 
from the apostles, and is come to us through the successions 
of the bishops, we confound all who conclude otherwise 
than they ought, by what means soever they do so.''^"^ 

But the very same traditions and successions, which 
are here ascribed to the bishops, are just above assigned 
also to presbyters. 

Again, treating of the churches of Smyrna and Ephesus, 
he speaks in a similar connection, of Polycarp, as a bishop ; 
but in another place, he styles him that blessed and apos- 
tolical presbyter, hxetvog 6 fiaxdgtog xal dLnoawUxog ngaa- 

Again, " We ought to obey those presbyters in the church, 
who have succession, as we have shown, from the apostles ; 
who, with the succession of the Episcopate, received the 
certain gift of truth, according to the good pleasure of the 
Father."69 

^ Traditionem itaque Apostolorum in toto mando manifestatain in omi\i 
ec.clesia adest respicere omnibus,' qui vera velint videre 5 et habeinoB 
annumerare eos, qui ab Apostolis instituti sunt Epiacopi in ecclesiis, 
et successores eonim usque ad nos, qui nihil tale docuerunt, neque 
cognoYerunt, quale ab his deliratur. — Sed quoniam yalde longum 'est in 
hoc tali volumine, omnium ecclesiarum enumerare successiones, mazimae 
et antiquissimae et omnibus cognitae, a gloriosissimis duobos Apostolis 
Petro et Paulo Romae fundatae et constitutae ecclesiae earn, quam habet 
ab Apostolis traditionem et annuntiatam hominibus fidem, per successiones 
Episcoporum pervenientem usque ad nos indicantes, confundimus omnes, 
etc. — HrenaeuSf c. 3, $ 1, p. 175, et $ 2, ibid. 

«8 Euseb., Eccl. Hist., Lib. 5, c. 26. 

w Quapropter eis, qui in ecclesiis sunt, Presbyteris obaudire oportet;his, 
qui successionem habent ab Apostolis, sicut ostendimus ; qui cum Epii- 
eoptUus successione charisma yeritatis certum secundum placitnm Patris 
acceperunt, etc. Af^er this, — Qui yero credit! quidem sunt a multis ease 
PreabyUrif seryiunt autem suis yoluptatibus, et non praeponunt timorem 
Dei in cordibus suis, sed contumeliis agunt reliquos, et j»rtfiapii2M eon^ 
MMtonM tumore elati sunt et in absconsis agunt mala, et dicunt, nemo no9 
pidei, redarguentur a yerbo, etc. Further on, — Ab omnibus igitur taliboa 
absistere oportet, adhaerere yero his, qui et Apostolorum, sicut praedizimos, 
doctrinam custodiunt, et cum Pretbyterii ord^ne sermonem sanum et cob- 
yersationem sine offensa praestant, ad confiimatioiiem- et co'ireptionem 
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"And truly, they who by many are regarded as presbyters^ 
but serve their own pleasures, and, not having the fear of 
God in their hearts, but elated with the pride of their 
exaltation to the chief seat, commit wickedness in secret, 
saying, no one seeth us — they shall be convicted. — From 
all such we ought to withdraw, and, as we have said, to 
adhere to those who maintain the doctrine of the apostles, 
and who, with the order of the presbytership or of b. presbyter, 
preserve sound doctrine and a blameless conversation for 
the confirmation and reproof of others." 

Again, he says, that they who cease to serve the church 
in the ministry, are a reproach to the sacred order of the 
presbyters; but he had just before styled these same persons 
bishopsJ^ 

In his letter to the Roman bishop Victor, he speaks 
of the presbyters, who had presided over the church in that 
city before that bishop . One of these bishops, the prede- 
cessors of Victor was Anicetus, whom Polycarp endeavored 
in vain to persuade to " retain the ilsage of the presbyters 
who had preceded him."*^! 

We submit the above extracts to the attention of the 
reader, who cannot fail to observe, that the terms, bishop 
and presbyter, are used by this ancient father, as perfectly 
convertible terms. Bishops he denominates presbyters ; 
and presbyters, bishops. In so many words he ascribes 
the Episcopate to presbyters. They unitedly constitute 
but one order in the priesthood. Both Justin and Irenaeus 

ceterorum. Finally, Toi,o{}TOvg 11 Q s a ^ vt i qov g divaTQhg>6t ^ 
ixxlTjala, negl ^p xal 6 ngocpi^Trjg g)Tjaiv- dihaco wiig dig^ovjiSig 
GOV iv bIq-Zivti xal Toifg hnt-axonovg hf ^txawor^y?^.— 
hrenaeua, L. 4, c/26, $ 2, 3, 4, p. 262, $ 5, p. 263. 

^ Qui ergo relinquunt praeconium ecclesiae imperitiamsanctonimpret- 
byterorum arguunt, non contemplantes quanto pluris sit idiota religiosus 
a blasphemo et impudente sophista, L. 5, c. 20, $ 2. In the preceding 
lection, he says, Omnes enim yalde posteriores sunt qaam epUeopi qnibui 
apOBtoli tradidemnt ecclesias. $ 1. 

" Euseb., Eccl. Hist, Lib. 5, c. S4. 
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represent the churches of Asia Minor. The former also 
resided for many years in the Western part of the Roman 
empire. Their concurring testimony shows that both the 
Eastern and Western churches still retained the apostolical 
institution of two orders of the clergy. 

We are not ignorant of the gloss that is given to these 
passages from Irenaeus, in the endeavor to defend the 
theory of an original distinction between bishops aild 
presbyters. But the consideration of the Episcopal argu- 
ment is foreign to our purpose. The authorities are before 
the reader ; and of their obvious meaning, any one is com- 
petent to form an independent, unaided judgment. 

Titus Flavins Clemens, commonly known as Clement 
of Alexandria, lived at the close of the second and begin- 
ning of the third century. He was at the head of the 
celebrated school at Alexandria, the preceptor of Origen, 
and the most learned man of his age. He speaks indeed 
of presbyters, bishops and deacons. After citing from the 
epistles various practical precepts, he proceeds to say thoX 
" numerous other precepts also, directed to select characters, 
have been written in the sacred books, some to preshyters^ 
some to bishops J some to deacons, and others to widows." ''^^ 
In this enumeration he appears to have followed the 
order of the apostle in Tit. 1 : 5, 6, 7, mentioning presby- 
ters first. He repeatedly shows, however, that there were . 
but two orders, deacons and presbyters ; having observed 
that in most things there are two sorts of ministry, the one 
of a nobler nature than the other, which is subservient; and 
having illustrated this distinction by several other exam- 
ples, he says, " Just so in the church, the presbyters are 
entrusted with the dignified ministry ; the deacons, with the 
subordinate. "73 He also speaks of a nqoxadedqla^ or first 

^ Paedag., Lib. 3, p. 264. Comp. also Strom., Lib. 6, p. 667. 
^'OfwlQ)g d^ xal xaj^ttfv IxxXtjcrlav^ tifv /m^v ^eltwrixti-^ol 

nQeapiL>T6T0& ac&^ovaiy, slxova xr^v tneq%kxi(p oi ^*djcoyo*.-— 
Btnm,f Lib. 1, p. 700. 
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seat in the presbytery. From all which, the obvious 
inference is, that the bishop of this author is only the 
7t^oecn(bg of earlier writers, the presiding elder of the pres. 
bytery. Henceforth the title of ngosai^g seldom occurs 
in the fathers, but instead of it that of Inlaxdnogf bishop, 
constantly occurs. 

In his treatise, " What rich'man can be saved ? " Clement 
relates that John, the apostle, observing a young man 
of singular beauty, was so struck with his appearance, 
that turning to the bishop that presided over all, he com- 
mitted him to his care in the presence of the church, 
John, after repeating the charge, is said to have returned 
to Ephesus, and " this presbyter" taking home the young 
man that had been committed to his care, nourished, educa- 
ted, and lost him. John himself, on his return, is repre- 
sented to have addressed this same presbyter as a bishop, 
" O bishop, return to us your charge.*^* Here then Clement 
uses interchangeably the terms, bishop and presbyter, to 
designate the same person, and makes John address, as 
bishop, one who was, notwithstanding, a presbyter, 

" In this author we find a presbytery and deacons only, 
which is as forcible an exclusion of a third order, whether 
superior or intermediate, as can be reasonably expected 
from a writer, who had no knowledge of a third." 

The account of Tertullian again, contemporary with 
Clement, bith having died the same year, A. D. 218, har- 
monizes in a remarkable manner with that of Justin Martyr, 
as above related. In describing the worship of Christian 
assemblies, he observes, " Certain approved elders preside 
who have obtained that honor, not by price, but by the evi- 
dence of their fitness. ""^^ Aged men never presided by 
virtue of their sige, in ancient Christian assemblies. Be- 

« Chap. 42, pp. 667, 669, Vol. 7, Sanct. Pat. Op. Polemica. 
^ Praeaident. pcobfl^ quiqae seniores honorem istum non pretio, Bed 
tettimonio adepti 5 neque enim pretio uUa res Dei constats— ^jioL, c. 99« 

16* 
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sides, die passage distinctly asserts that these presidents 
were chosen to their office. They administered the sacrament 
and fulfilled the office of the ngoefmbg of Justin Martyr. 
'•^We never take from the hand of others than presidents, 
praesidentium, the sacrament jof the eucharist," says Ter- 
tullian.'^^ The president is also denominated in the same 
chapter, antisteSf a term exactly corresponding to that of 
n^ecrtibg in Justin. That this president, styled also hishop, 
is only the presiding and officiating preshyter, is sufficiently 
apparent from another passage in TertuUian. " The highest 
priest, who is the hishop, has the right of granting bap- 
tism ; afterwards, the presbyters and deacons ; not, however, 
without the authority of the bishops for the honor of the 
church."''^'' The highest priest implies the existence of 
inferiors of the same grade. What then is the bishop, 
but a presbyter elevated to the office of a president or 
moderator ? That this office implies no superiority in order 
or grade, appears from die fact that he was appointed to 
this office, not by any scriptural or apostolical ordination or 
appointment, but for the preservation of the honor and 
peace of the church. 

Tertullian represents another division of the church in 
Africa, in which the Episcopal government was earliest 
developed ; but even in these churches the apostolical order 
has not yet been fully superseded by the hierarchy. The 
sum of his testimony,and thatof all who have gone before him 
is, that there is but one order of officers in the church superior 
to that of deacons. The government of the church was, 
at this time, in a transition state. Tertullian stood, as has 
been justly observed " on the boundary between two different 
epochs in the development of the church." The bishop 
begins to assume more prominence; but he has not yet be- 

w De Corona, c. 3, p. 102. 

^ Dandi baptisraum quidem habet jus Bumimu sacerdoe <iiu est episeopiis 
Deliino presbyteri et diaooni ; non tamen sine epiaoopi anctofitate propter 
iMBoreBU— lie Bapi., c. IX 
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gun to be acknowledged as one of an order superior to 
presbyters. From the apostles downwards he has only been 
one among his fellow-presbyters, having merely the con- 
Yentional distinction which any presiding officer may have 
who is appointed president of a body, all whose members 
are in the enjoyment of equal rights and privileges. What- 
ever apostolical succession there has been thus far, has been 
through a line of presbyters by presbyterian ordination. The 
lists which Irenaeus has given of primitive bishops are only 
catalogues of presbyters bearing this title. The usurpati(Mi 
of Episcopal prerogative, the assumption of divine right, and 
all the innovations which we are soon to witness in their 
general progress, are unauthorized, anti-scriptural, and con- 
sequently mere ntUlities ; and such they must ever continue 
to be, notwithstanding the incredible assurance with which 
their canonical authority is asserted, and the ceaseless re- 
petition of the assertion. General assertions are easily 
made ; and, when made boldly and perpetually repeated, 
do sometimes by confident repetition ensure reception. 
But I know not how any man who knows what proof is, 
and what the proof is in the present case, can ventuie 
on such assumptions. What if Tertullian, Clement, Ire- 
naeus and others, tell us of bishops ? " It remains yet to 
be evinced out of this and the like places, which will never 
be, that the word bishop is otherwise taken, than in the 
language of St. Paul and the Acts, for an order above 
presbyters. We grant them bishops, we grant them worthy 
men, we grant them placed in several churches by the 
apostles, we grant that Irenaeus and Tertullian affirm this ; 
but that they were placed in a superior order above the 
presbytery, show from all these words why we -should 
grant. It is not enough to say that the apostle left this 
man bishop in Rome, and that other in Ephesus, but to show 
when they altered their own decree set down by St. Paul, 
and made all the presbyters underlings to ofie bishop," ''8 

w MUton'i Prelatical Epiacopacy, Prote Woriw, Vol. I, p. 86. 
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3. Presbyters were understood in the early ages of 
Christianity to possess the right to ordain, and generally 
to perform the functions of the Episcopal office. 

The right of presbyters to ordain, and the validity of 
ordination administered by them, is a direct inference from 
what has already been said of their identity with bishops. 
Clement knows nothing of any distinction between bishops 
and presbyters. Polycarp knows nothing of bishops. Each 
specifies but two orders or grades of officers in the church, 
of whom deacons are one. Presbyters or bishops, of 
necessity form the other grade, and are one and the same. 
Justin Martyr again speaks of only two grades, of whom 
deacons are one. Irenaeus, still later, uses the titles, 
bishop and presbyter, as perfectly convertible terms ; and 
Clement of Alexandria and TertuUian recognize no clear 
distinction between bishops and presbyters as different 
orders. If therefore there were, in the ages immediately 
succeeding the apostles, but two orders in the church, if 
bishops and presbyters are still but different names for the 
same office, as they were in the churches founded by the 
apostles, then assuredly presbyters had the right to ordain. 
The ordaining power was vested in them, as the highest 
order of ecclesiastical officers. 

We have, however, direct authority in proof that presby- 
ters, in the primitive church, did themselves ordain. This 
is found in the epistle of Firmilian from Asia Minor, to 
Cyprian in Carthage, A. D. 256. In explanation of the 
ecclesiastical polity of these churches, he says, " All power 
and grace is vested in the church, where the presln/ters, 
majores Tiatu, preside, who have authority to baptize, to 
impose hands [in the reconciling of penitents], and to 
ordain.'' 79 Firmilian wrote in the Greek language, from 

79 Omnia potestas et gratia in ecclesia constituta sit 3 ubi praesident 
mtQores naiu, qui et baptizandi, et nianum imponendi, et ordinandi, poni- 
dent, potestatem. — Cyprian, Epui. 15, p. 145. 



EQXTALITT OF BISHOPS AND PSESBTTERS. 177 

Asia ; but we have a Latin translation of his epistle in the 
writings of Cyprian. No one who has any acquaintance 
with these languages, can doubt that the majores ruitu of 
the Latin is a translation of Ttgea^vjigoif in the original. 
Both the terms, nqsa^viiqoi. and majores ncUu^ mean the 
same thing; and each may, with equal propriety, be 
rendered aged men, elders, presbytersfi^ The Episcopal 
hierarchy was not fully established in these Eastern 
churches so early as in the Western. Accordingly, we 
find the presbyters here in the full enjoyment still of their 
original right to ordain. The general tenor of the letter, 
in connection with this passage, exhibits the popular gov- 
ernment of the apostolical churches as yet in exercise in 
the churches of Asia. The highest authority is vested in 
the church, who still administer their own government. 
No restrictions have yet been laid upon the presbyters in 
the administration of the ordinances. Whatever clerical 
grace is essential for the right administration of baptism, 
of consecration, and of ordination, is still retained by the 
presbyters. 

This authority is in perfect harmony with that of Irenaeus 
given above, that the succession and the Episcopate had 
copie down to his day, the latter end of the second century, 
through a series of presbyters, who, with the Episcopate, 
enjoyed the rights, and exercised the prerogatives, of 
bishops, ordination being of course included. " This pas- 



^ Reeves, the translator of Justin, a churchman, who loses no opporto^ 
nity of opponng sectarians, allows in bis notes on the passage, Ttgutefftf&Sy 
&c., that this nQoteanxig of Justin, the jn-obati seniores of Tertian, the 
nu^ores naiu of Firmilian, and the nqosonaxeg nQBa^vtigot, or pre- 
siding presbyters of St. Paul, 1 Tim. 4 : 17, were all one and the same. 
Now Tertullian, Cyprian, or Firmilian, the celebrated bishop of Caesarea 
in CappadQcia, and St. Paul, all mean presbyters. Their language cannot 
be otherwise interpreted without violence. Presbyter, says Bishop Jew- 
ell, is expounded in Latin by twyor note^— SmytA't PrubyU and Preiaqf, 
p. 367. 
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sage," says Goode, " appears to me decisive as to Irenseus's 
view of the matter." ®^ 

To the foregoing testimonies succeeds that of the author 
of the Commentaries on St. Paul's Epistles, attributed to 
Ambrose, but with greater probability assigned to Hilary 
the Deacon, A. D. 384. "The apostle calls Timothy, 
created by him a presbyter ^^^ a bishop (for the first presby- 
ters were called bishops), that when he departed, the one 
that came next might succeed him. Moreover, in Egypt 
the presbyters confirm, if a bishop is not present.^^ But 
because the presbyters that followed began to be found 
unworthy to hold the primacy, the custom was altered; the 
Council foreseeing that not order, but merit, ought to make 
a bishop; and that he should be appointed by the judgment 
of many priests, lest an unworthy person should rashly 
usurp the office, and be a scandal to many.^^ 

81 Goode's Divine Rule, Vol. II, p. 66. 

8S Timothy is here said, we may observe, to have been ordained a pret- 
hyter. And I cannot but think that the passage^ 1 Tim. 4 : 14, is favorable 
to this view. For without adopting the translation which some have given 
of this passage, viz., " with the laying on of hands for the office of a pres- 
byter,'' if we retain our own version, which appears to me more natural, 
who or what is ^'the presbytery?" Certainly not consisting altogether of 
the apostles, though it appears, from 2 Tim. 1 : 6, that ordination was 
received by Timothy partly, from St. Paul. But if presbyters joined in that 
ordination, it could not be to a higher sMerdotal grade or order than that 
of the presbyterhood. Nor is this inconsistent with his being called else- 
where an apostle, which name might be given him as one appointed to be 
a superintendent of a church. — Divine Rtdef Vol. II, p. 64. 

83 The author of the " Qu^stiones in Vet. et Nov. Test.," which have 
been ascribed to Augustine, but are probably not his, says, '^ In Alexandria, 
and through the whole of Egypt, if there is no bishop, a presbyter corue- 
craiea." ( In Alexandria ct per totam iEgyptum si desit Episcopus consecrat 
presbyter.) Where, however, one MS. reads, oon^mu (consignat). See 
Aug. Op., torn, iii, App., col. 93. On this subject, the 13th canon of the 
Council of Ancyra (in the code of the Universal Church) is also worth 
notice .^IWinn* RuUf ibid. 

84 Timothcum, presbyterum a sc creatum, episcopum vocat, quia primi 
presbjTteri episcopi appellabantur, ut recedente uno sequens ei succederet. 
Denique apud iEgyptum presbyteri consignant si prssens non sit episco- 
pus. Sed quia coeperunt sequentes presbyteri indigni inveniri ad prinutui 
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This passage, then, clearly contradicts the notion of. our 
opponents as to the essential necessity by apostolical ordi- 
nance of the successional Episcopal consecration of all 
bishops.®^ 

A presbytery, you will observe, becomes the successor of 
the apostle; and the apostolical succession comes down 
through him, as a bishop ; plainly contradicting the notion 
that the grace of ordination is restricted to a succession of 
bishops exclusively, and establishing, in the opinion of this 
author, the validity of presbyterian ordination. To this 
effect is this same author. " After the bishop, the apostle 
has subjoined the ordination (order) of the deaconship. 
Why; but that the ordination (order) of a bishop and 
presbyter is one and the same ? For each is a priest ; but 
the bishop is chief; so that every bishop is a presbyter, but 
not every presbyter a bishop. For he is bishop who is chief 
among the presbyters. Moreover, he notices that Timothy 
was ordained a presbyter, but inasmuch as he had no other 
above himy he was a bishop,^^ Hence he shows that Timothy, 
a presbyter, might ordain a bishop, because of his equality 
with him. " For it was neither lawful nor right for an in- 
ferior to ordain a superior, inasmuch as one cannot confer 
what he has not received."®^ 

tenendos, iimnutata est ratio, prospiciente Concilio, ut non ordo sed 
meritum crearet episcopum multorum sacerdptum judicio- constitutiiim no 
indignufr temere usurpdret et esset multis scandalum. Comment, in Eph. 
4 : 11,12. Inter Op. Ambros., ed. Ben., tom. ii, app. col. 241, 242. 'the 
**CouncU" may, I suppose, be what Tertullian calls " consessus ordims,*^ 

** There are, also, indirect confirmatory proofs. Such, I think, is 
afforded by the account we have in Eusebius (vi, 29,) of the appointme^t 
of Fabianus .to the bishopric of Rome, for the assembly that met to elect 
a bishop baring fixed upon him, |)tocec{ him at once on the Episcopal throne, 
(^AfieXXsTwg eni, tov dqovov xrjg eTnaxonr^g Xa^ovjug. avtov 
BTtiOeivai) , which seems to me irreconcileable with the notion of the 
essential necessity of Episcopal consecration, to have entitled him to the 
Episcopal seat, for he was installed in it without any such consecration. 

^ Post Episcopum tamen Diaconi ordinationem subiiQit;* Qnare t nisi 
qida Episcopi et Presbyteii una ordinatio eat? Uterque enim sacerdot 
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There is another passage which has a strikimg coiaci- 
dence with the foregoing, and is probably from the same 
author, though found in an appendix to the works of 
Angustine. " That by presbyter is meant a bishop, the 
apostle Paul proves, when he instructs Timothy whom he 
had ordained a presbyter, respecting the character of one 
^hom he would make a bishop. For what else is the 
bishop than the first presbyter^ that is, the highest priest ? 
For he [the bishop] calls them [the presbyters] by no other 
tiame than feUow^eshyters and fellow-priests. He there* 
fore considers them of the same grade as himself." But 
he is careful by no means to do the same with regard to 
elerical persons of inferior rank. Not even with the 
deacons, for to place himself in the same category with 
them would be degrading his own rank. "Does the bishop 
call the deacons his fellow-deacons ? Certainly not; because 
they are far inferior to him, and it were a disgrace to call 
the judge a mere manager of a clerk*s office" If any 9te 
disposed to call in question this interpretation of the phrase, 
judicem dicere primicerium^ I will only say that it was 
given to me by Prof. Rothe of Heidelberg, with whose 
name the reader has already become familiar, by the fre- 
quent references to his learned work on the Origin of the 
Christian Church. The following is also his exposition of 
the passage. " Where there is a real difierence of office 
and rank, the higher officer cannot include himself in the 
official designation of the lower ^ without degrading himself. 
It would be a downright insult, to address the president of 
a court as the head of his clerks. Just so it does not enter 

est, sed Episcopus primas est 3 ut onmis Episcopns Presbyter sit, non 
omnis Presbyter Episcopus ; hie enim Episcopus est, qui inter Presbyteros 
primus est. Denique Timotheum Presbyterum ordinatum significat 3 sed 
quia ante se altenim non habebat, Episcopus erat. Unde et quemadmo- 
dam Episcopum ordinet ostendit. Neque enim fts erat aut licebat, nt 
inferior ordinaret maiorem ; nemo enim tribmt quod non accepit — Comr 
mtnt in 1 7%n. 3 : 8, inUr Ambrot, Op., TmiL H, <n». S95. 
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the mind of the bishop to call his deacons, fellotv-deaconsy-'^ 
making himself thereby a deacon. Between these two 
officers there exists an actual difference in rank. On the 
other hand, he calls the presbyters his fellow-presbyters^ 
because he sees no real difference between his office and 
theirs, but only a difference in degree; that is, he considers 
himself, in relation to the presbyters, as only primus inter 
pares, chief among equals. The offices of bishop and 
presbyter therefore are essentially one and the same ; the 
very thing which Ambrosiaster wishes to prove. * For in 
Alexandria and throughout all Egypt, upon the decease of 
the bishop, the presbyter confirms (consignat).^ " 87 

Here the presbyter performs another of the Episcopal 
functions, — by administering the rite, not only of ordination 
but of coTifirmation.^ 

The full sacerdotal power is possessed by every presby- 
ter, according to the authority of the earliest fathers. The 
apostolical fathers know no distinction between bishc^ 
and presbyters ; and later ones make no difference in their 
order or grade of rank. The distinction of bishop is only 
a conventional arrangement made for mutual convenience^ 
but in no wise incapacitating the presbyter for the perform- 
ance of any of his sacerdotal offices. The right to ordain. 

87 Presbyteram autem intelligi Episcopum probat Paulus Apostoliu, 
quando Timotheum, qaem ordinavit Presbyteram instruit, qualum debeat 
creare Episcopum. Quid est enim Episcopus nisi primus Presbyter, hoe 
est summus sacerdos ? Denique non aliter quam CompresbyteroS; Condia- 
conos suos dicit Episcopus ? Non utique, quia multo inferiores sunt, et 
turpe est, iudicem dicere primicerium. — Augttttin.Op., Tom. 3, opp., p. 77.. 
Quaeationes in Veteria et Nov, Test., ex utroqua mixtim, td. Bened, jMt^ 
werp, 1700—3. 

88 Whether the verb cormgnare expresses the confirmation of the bfl|> 
tized, or the imposition of hands upon those who were ordained, or on 
penitents, it was correctly accomplished by prtBsbyters, in the abtenCe of 
the bishop, whose presence was founded only on custom, and the canom 
of the church. But these could not have legalized such acts of the pret- 
b^r had not his authority been apoitolical. He was these duly sathorind 
to perform the functions of the Episcopal office. 

16 
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still belongs to him ; and the bishop, when promoted to his 
office to preside over his fellow-presbyters, receives no new 
consecration or ordination, but continues still himself to 
ordain as a presbyter. 

Such is a plain statement of this controverted point, and 
such the exposition which many Episcopal writers, even at 
the present day, give of this subject. Give up the delusive 
notion of divine right and apostolical succession, and you 
concede of course the validity of presbyterian ordination. 
Such Episcopalians themselves aflTord us the ablest refuta- 
tions of the absurdities and arrogant pretensions of high- 
church Episcopacy. 

We have next the authority of Jerome, who died A. D. 
426. He was one of the most learned of the Latin fathers. 
Erasmus styles him "by far the most learned and most 
eloquent of all the Christians, and the prince of Christian 
divines." Jerome received his education at Rome, and 
was familiar with the Roman, Greek, and Hebrew lan- 
guages. He travelled extensively in France and the 
adjacent countries. He resided, in the course of his life, 
at Constantinople, at Antioch, at Jerusalem, and at Bethle- 
hem. By his great learning, and his extensive acquaint- 
ance with all that related to the doctrines and usages 
both of the Eastern and of the Western churches, he was 
eminently qualified to explain the rights and prerogatives 
of the priesthood. 

But does Jerome testify to the right of presbyters to 
ordain? "What does a bishop," says he, "ordination 
excepted, that a presbyter may not do?"®^ This, however, 
is said of the relations of bishop and presbyter as they then 
were. This restriction of the right of ordaining to the 
bishops alone was a modern innovation, which had begun 

V Quid enim facit, excepta ordinatione, Episcopiu, quod presbytor non 
&ciat7— £p. ad Evang,, Ep. 101 aUas 85. Op. Ed. Paris, 1693—1706, 
p. 802. 



EQUALITT OF BISHOPS AND PBESBTTERS. 183 

to distinguish them from the presbyters, and to subvert 
the original organization of the church. But it was an 
acknowledged fact, in his day, that the bishops had no 
authority from Christ or his apostles for their unwarrant- 
able assumptions. " As the presbyters know that it is by 
the custom of the church that they are subject to him who 
is placed over them, so let the bishops know that they are 
above presbyters rather by the custom of the church than 
by the fact of our Lord's appointment, and that they 
(both bishops and presbyters) ought to rule the church in 
common, in imitation of the example of Moses." 9® 

He reviews the same subject with great point in his 
famous epistle to Evagrius, or, more properly in modem 
editions, to Evangelus. He rebukes with great severity 
certain persons who had preferred deacons in honor 
"above presbyters, i. e., bishops" Having thus asserted the 
identity of bishops and presbyters, he goes on to prove his 
position from Phil. 1:1; from Acts 20; 17, 28; from Titos 
1: 5; from 1 Tim. 4: 14; and from 1 Pet. 5: 1. "Does 
the testimony of these men seem of small account to you?" 
he proceeds to say, " then clangs the gospel trumpet, — that 
son of thunder whom Jesus so much loved, and who dhmk 
at the fountain of truth from, the Saviour's breast. * The 
presbyter to the elect lady and her children.' 2 John 1:1; 
and in another epistle, ^^he presbyter to the well-beloved 
Gains.' 3 John 1: 1." 

" As to the fact, that afte&wards, one*was elected to 
preside over the rest, this was done as a remedy against 
schism ; lest every one drawing his proselytes to himself, 
should rend the church of Christ. For even at Alexan- 
dria, from the evangelist Mark to the bishops Heraclas 
and Dionysius, the presbyters always chose one of their 
number, placed him in a superior station, and gave him 

•0 Comment, in Epist. ad Titus, c. 1, v. 5. Op., Tom. 4. Paris, 16^— 
1706, p. 413. 
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the title of bishop; in the same manner as if an army 
should MAKE an emperor; or the deacons should choose 
from among themselves one whom they knew to be par- 
ticularly active, and should call him arch-deacon. For, 
excepting ordination, what is done by a bishop, which may 
not be done by a presbyter? Nor is it to be supposed, 
that the church should be one thing at Rome, and another 
in all the world besides. Both France and Britain, and 
Africa, and Persia, and the East, and India, and all the 
barbarous nations worship one Christ, observe one rule of 
truth. If you demand authority, the globe is greater than 
a city. Wherever a bishop shall be found, whether at 
Some, or Eugubium, or Constantinople, or Rhegium, or 
Alexandria, or Tanis, he has the same pretensions, the 
same priesthood." ^^ 

91 Sicut ergo Presbyteri sciunt, se ex Ecclesiae consaetudine ei, qui 
sibi praepositus fuerit, esse subiectos, ita Episcopi noverint, se magis 
consuetudine quam dispositionis Dominicae Yeritate Presbyteris esie 
maiores, et in commane debere Ecclesiam regere, imitantes Moysen, qui 
cum haberet in potestate solus praecsse populo Israel, septuaginta elegit, 
cum quibus populum iudicaret. Audio quendam in tantam erupisse 
▼ecordiam, ut Diaconos Presbyteris, id est Episcopis, anteferret. Nam 
cum Apostolus perspicue doceat, eosdem esse Presbyteros quos Episco- 
pos, quid patitur mensarum et viduaram minister, ut supra eos se tumidus 
efferat, ad quorum preces Christi corpus sanguisque conficitur 7 Quaeria 
auctoritatem? Audi testimonium. PatUus et TXmothetUf servi lent 
Ckrittif omnilnu Sanctis in Christo hsu, qui mat Pkil^ipis, cum Ep%»- 
eopis et IHaeonis, Vis et aliud exemplum? In Actibos Apostolorum 
ad unius Ecclesiae sacerdotes ita Paulus loquitur: Attendite vobis et 
euncto gregi, in quo vos Spiritua Sanctua posuU EpiscopoSf tU regereiU 
Eedesiam DonUnif quam acquinvit simgidne suo. Ac ne quis contentiose 
in una Ecclesia plures Episcopos fuisse contendat, audi et aliud test!* 
monium, in quo manifestissime comprobatur, eundem esse Episcopum 
atque Presbyterum. Propter hoc reliqm te in Creta, ut, quae deerant, 
corrigeree, et consiitueteres Presbyteros per cwitates, tieut et ego tibi 
mundavi. 8i quis est sine crimine, unius uxoris vir,fiUoB habens fideles, 
mm in accusatione luxuriae, out non subditos, Oportet enim Episcopum 
tine erimine esse, quasi Dei dispensatorem, Et ad Timotheum: NoU 
negUgere gratiam, quae in te est, quae tiH data ett prophetae, per tmpo- 
riiionem manuum Pretbyterii. Sed et Petnu in prima epistola : Pretby" 
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Here the presbyters themselves elect one of their num- 
ber and make him a bishop, so that even the bishop is 
ordained by the presbyters, if indeed it can be called an 
ordination; if not, then he is only a presbyter still, having 
no better right to ordain than they themselves hare. 
Such, Jerome assures, is the usage in every country. 
There was but one ordination for bishops and presbyters 
in his time, though bishops had now begun exclusively to 
administer it. But we have a stream of testimonies coming 
down to us from the time of the apostles, that it had been 
the custom of the church from the beginning, for bishops 
and presbyters to receive the same ordination. This is 
another consideration of much importance, to show that 
presbyters were entitled to ordain. Having themselves 
received Episcopal ordination, they wefe duly qualified to 
administer the same. 

But Jerome himself attributes to presbyters the original 
right of ordination. " Priests who baptize, and administer 
the eucharist, anoint with oil, impose hands, instruct cate- 
chumens, constitute Levites and others priests, have less 
reason to take offence at us, explaining these things, or at 

• 

iero9, inquit, in vobis precor compreabyier et tesiU paaaionum ChriaH et 
ftUvrae gloriae, quae revelanda eat, particepSf regere gregem Christi, et 
inapicere non ex neceaaitate, aed voluntarie iuxta Deum. Quod quidem 
groece significantius dicitur ImaxonovfTegy id est superintendentet, 
unde et nomen Episcopi tractum est. Parva tibi videntur tantorum nvomm 
testimonia ? - Clangat tuba evangelica; filius tonitrui, qucm lesus amarit 
plurimum, qui de pectore salvatoris doctrinarum fluenta potavit : Pre«6y- 
Ur EUdae Domtnae et Jiliia eiua, quoa ego diligo in viritate, Et in alia 
epistola : Preabyter Caio Cariaaimo, quern ego diligo in veripUe. Quod 
autem postea unus electus est, qui ceteris praeponeretur, in sclftmatis 
remedium factum est, ne unusquisque ad se trahens Christi Ecclesfam 
rumperet. Nam Alexandriae a Marco Evangelista usque ad Heraclam et 
Dionysium Episcopos Presbyteri semper unum ex se elcctum in excelsiori 
gradu collocatum Episcopum nominabant, quomodo si exercitus Imperar 
torem faciat, aut Diaconi eligant de se quem industrium noverint et Archi- 
diaconum ^ocent. Quid cnim facit excepta ordinatione EpiscopuS; quod 
Presbyter non faciat ? — Ep. ad Evang,, 101 alias S5, p. 802. 
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the prophets foretelling them, than to ask of the Lord 
finrgiveness." 

The relevancy of this passage depends upon the ques- 
tion who are the sacerdotesy priests of whom Jerome speaks. 
He is commenting upon Zephaniah 3 : 3. Her princes 
within her, are roaring lions, hy which he understands her 
priests, saying, "I am aware, that I shall ofifend many 
because I interpret these things as said of bishops and 
presbyters." ^ Then, after remarking, at length, upon this 
degenerate priesthood, he adds the sentence above. Jerome, 
therefore, ascribes to presbyters and bishops alike, the 
same right to constitute " Levites and others priests," ap- 
plying the terms, not to the Jewish priesthood, but to the 
clergy of the Christian church in his day, and including 
both bishops and presbyters under the same category, as 
possessing equal rights to baptize, to ordain, and to admin- 
ister the sacraments. 

That the right of ordination belonged to presbyters, is 
evident, from the authority of Eutychius, of Alexandria, 
which, also illustrates still farther the usage of this church, 
and confirms the testimony of Jerome. The citation with 
the translation is from Goode. This author with reference 
to Eutychius says, " His words are these ; after mention- 
ing that Mark the Evangelist went and preached at Alex- 
andria, and appointed Hananias the first patriarch there, 
he adds, * Moreover he appointed twelve presbyters with 
Hananias, who were to remain with the Patriarch, so that, 
when the Patriarchate was vacant, they might elect one of 
the twelve presbyters, upon whose head the other eleven 
mighf place their hands and bless him [or, invoke a bless- 

** Scio offensuram me esse plurimos quod super episcopis et presbytcris 
lUBC interpreter .... Sarcerdotes qui dant baptismam et ad eucharistiane 
Domini uniprecanturadveDtum,faciunt oleum chrismatis, manus imponunt, 
catechumenos erudiunt, Levitas et alios constitaont sacerdotes, non tarn 
indignentur nobis hiec exponentibus et prophetis Taticinantibus, quam 
Dominum deprecentiir.^7bm. 3, pp. 167S, l^TS. 
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ing upon him], and create him Patriarch, and then choose 
some excellent man and appoint him presbyter with them* 
selves in the place of him who was thus made Patriarch, 
that thus there might always be twelve. Nor did this cus- 
tom respecting the presbyters, namely, that they should 
create their Patriarchs from the twelve presbyters, cease at 
Alexandria until the times of Alexander, Patriarch of 
Alexandria, who was of the number of the 318 [bishops 
at Nice.] But he forbade the presbyters to create the 
Patriarch for the future, and decreed that when the Patri- 
arch was dead, the bishops should meet together and 
ordain the Patriarch. Moreover he decreed that on a 
vacancy of the Patriarchate they should elect, either from 
any part of the country, or from those twelve presbyters, 
or others, as circumstances might prescribe, some excellent 
man and create him Patriarch. And thus that ancient 
custom by which the Patriarch used to be created by 
the presbyters disappeared, and in its place succeeded 
the ordinance for the creation of the Patriarch by the 
bishops. ^ 

^^ The following is Selden's translation of the passage from the Arabic : 
— ^' Constituit item Marcus Evangelista duodecim Presbjrteros cum 
Hanania, qui nempe manerent cum Patriarcha, adeo ut cum yacaret 
FatriarcbatuB, eligerent unum e duodecim Presbjteris cujus capiti reliqoi 
undecim manus imponerent eumque bencdicerent ct Patriarcham eum 
crearent, et dein Tirum aliquem insignem eligerent eumque Presbyterum 
secum constituerent loco ejus qui sic foetus est Patriarcha, ut ita semper 
eztarent duodecim. Neque desiit Alexandriae institutum boo de Presby- 
teris, ut scilicet Patriarchas crearent ex Presbyteris duodecim, usque ad 
tempera Alexandri PatriarchaB Alexandrini qui fuit ex numero illo cccxviii. 
Is autem yetuit ne deinceps Patriarcham Presbyteri crearent. Et decrevit 
ut mortuo Patriarcha convenirent Episcopi qui Patriarcham ozdinarent. 
Decrevit item ut, vacante Patriarchatu, eligerent sive ex quacunque 
regione, sive ex duodecim illis Presbyteris, sive aliis, ut res ferebat, vimm 
aliquem eximium, eumque Patriarcham crearent. Atque ita evannit 
institutum iUud antiquius, quo creari solitus a Presbyteris Patriarcha, et 
succesflit in locum ejus decretum de Patriarcha ab Episcopis creando."--* 
Eutych. Pair, Alex. Ecdetia nut orig, Ed. J. Stlden, London, 1648. 
4to. pp. 29—31. 
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"I have given this passage in full, hecause it has been 
sometimes replied that it referred only to the election of 
the Patriarch, and that we must suppose that he was after- 
wards consecrated to his office by bishops. But it is evi- 
dent to any one who takes the whole passage together, that 
such an explanation is altogether inadmissible ; and more- 
over, the very same word (which, following Selden, we 
have translated created) is used with respect to the act of 
the presbyters,- as' is afterwards \ised with respect to the 
act of the bishops in the appointment. 
' " I am quite aware that very considerable learning has been ' 
employed in the attempt to explain away this passage, and 
the reader who wishes to see how a plain statement may thus 
be darkened, may refer to the works mentioned below. "^ 

Gieseler pertinently remarks, in regard to it, that "it is 
at least certain that the part which is contradictory to the 
usage of later times has not been interpolated ; and so fer 
it has an historical value." 95 . 

The validity of presbyterian ordination, and 'the right of 
presbyters to ordain, was never called in question, according 
to Planck, until the bishops began, about the middle of thp 
third century, to assert the doctrine of the apostolical sue- 
cession. • "With the jiame it seemed desirable also to 
inherit the authority of the apostles. For this purpose 
they availed themselves of the right of ordination. The 
right of ordination of course devolved exclusively upon 
the bishops as alone competent rightly to administer- it. 
As they had been duly constituted the successors of the 
apostles, so also had they alone the right to communicate 
the same in part or fully, by the imposition of hands. 

04 See Abr. Cchell. Eutjchius Vindicatus^Morinus De Ordinat., Renaudot. 
Hist Patriarch Alex. 

^ Cited in our Christian Antiquities, p. 103. In addition to the authors 
mentioned above; by Goodc, are Le Quien and Petavius. Comp. also, 
Neander, Allgem. Gcsch., 1, pp. 326, 326, 2d edit, IVote. J. F. Rehkopf, 
Vitae Patriarchanim Alezandr. fasc., l.and II. 
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From this time onward, to give the rite more effect, it was 
administered with more imposing solemnity." And in all 
probabilitn^t became customary at this early period to utter 
in the laying on of hands, those words of prelatical arro- 
gance and shocking irreverence, * Receive the Holy Ghost | 
for the office and work of a bishop.^^ 

Dr. Neander has assured the writer, in conversation on 
this point, that beyond a doubt presbyters were accustomed 
to ordain in the ages immediately succeeding the apostles. 
The testimony of Firmilian, given above, is, according to 
Neander, explicit in confirmation of this fact, and the same 
sentiments are also expressed or implied in his works. If 
further evidence is needed on this point, it is given at length 
and with great ability by Blondell, who, after occupying 
one hundred quarto pages with the argument, sums up the 
result of the discussion with the following syllogism. 

" To whom the usage of the church has assigned, in 
reality, the same functions, to them, it has also from the 
beginning ascribed the same ministerial parity, and of 
course, the same dignity. 

" But the usage of the church has assigned to bishops and 
presbyters, in reality, the same functions in the rites of 
confirmation, of dedication of churches, of taking the veil, 
of the reconciling of penitents, and in the ordination of 
presbyters, deacons, &c. 

" Therefore, it has, from the beginning, declared that 
bishops and presbyters, are in all respects equal, and of 
necessity, that they are the same in dignity or rank."^"' 

Even the decrees of council, which restrict the right of 
ordination to the bishops alone, distinctly imply that from 
the beginning it was not so limited. Why deny, by a 
formal decree, to presbyters the right to ordain, if they 

9« Planck, GeseU. Verfass., 1, pp. 158—161* 

^ Apologia pro sententia Hieronomi de Episcopis et presbyteris. Anif- 
Btelod., 1616, 4to. 
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• 

have never enjoyed that right? The prohibition is an 
evident restriction of their early prerogatives. 

But I forbear; enough has been said to vMicate the 
right of presbyters to ordain, and to perform all the func- 
tions of the ministerial office. Indeed, I cannot but wonder 
that it should ever have been called in question. How 
extraordinary the hardihood with which, in the face of 
authorities a thousand times collated and repeated, we are 
still told that '* the idea of ordination, by any but bishops 
was an unheard-of thing in the primitive church." ^^ 
Whereas the burden of proof really rests upon them who 
venture upon such assertions. This idea is forcibly pre- 
sented by Dr. Miller, in the . following extract, with which 
we close" this review of the authority of the fathers- on the 
point now under consideration. 

" The friends of prelacy have often, and with much ap- 
parent confidence, challenged us to produce out Qf all the 
early fathers, a single instance of an ordination 'performed 
by presbyters. Those who give this challenge might surely 
be expected, in all decency and justice, to have a case of 
Episcopal ordination ready to be brought forward, from the 
same venerable records. But have they ever produced 
such a case ? They have not. Nor can they produce it. 
As there is, unquestionably, no instance mentioned in 
Scripture of any person, with the title of bishop, performing 
an ordination ; so it is equally certain that no such instance 
has yet been found in any Christian writer within the first 
tioo centuries. Nor can a single instance be produced of a 
person, already ordained as a presbyter, receiving a new 
and second ordination as bishop. To find a precedent 
favorable to their doctrine, the advocates of Episcopacy 

's '' So much for the idea of any but bishops ordaining in the primitiye 
church. Kever was this allowed before the Reformation ; either in the 
church, or by any sect however wild ! " — Revitw qf Coltman^B Chriatitm 
AntiquUiet, by U. W. D., a presbyter in Philadelphia. 
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have been under the necessity of wandering into periods 
when the simplicity of the gospel had, in a considerable 
degree, given place to the devices of men ; and when the 
inan of sin had commenced that system of unhallowed 
usurpation, which for so many centuries corrupted and 
degraded the church of God. 

" Such is the result of the appeal to the early fathers. 
They are so far from giving even a semblance of support 
to the Episcopal claim>that, like the Scriptures, they every • 
where speak a language wholly inconsistent with it, and 
favorable only to the doctrine of ministerial parity. What 
then shall we say of the assertions so often and so con- 
fidently made, that the doctrine of a superior order of 
. bishops has been maintained in the church, * from the 
earliest ages,' in *the ages immediately succeeding the 
apostles,' and *by all the fathers from the beginning?' 
What shall we say of- the assertion, that the Scriptures, 
interpreted by the writitigs .of the early fathers^ decidedly 
support the same doctrine ? I will only say, that thpse 
who find themselves able to justify such assertions, must 
have been much more successful in discovering early. . 
authorities in aid of their c^use, than the most diligent, 
learned, and keen-sighted of their predecessors."^ 

We have even high Episcopal authority for presbyterian 
ordination. Eepugnant as this view of ordination is to 
the modem advocates of Epis(Jopacy, the sentiments of " 
Archbishop Cranmer, and the first protestant bishops of the 
church of England, were not widely different. The follow- 
ing extract from a highly interesting document contains 
the answer of the venerable prelate himself, to certain 
questions propounded to a select assembly at Windsor 
Castle, in the reign of Edward the sixth. 

" A bishop may make a priest by the Scriptures, and so 

M Miner's Letters, ^. 106, 109. 
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may princes and governors alsoe, and that by the auctority 
of God committed to them, and the people alsoe by their 
election. For as we reade that bishops have done it, so 
Christian emperors and princes usually have done it. And 
the people before Christian princes were, commonly did 
elect their bishops and priests. In the New Testament, he 
that is appointed to be a bishop or a priest, needeth no 
consecration by the Scripture; for election or appointing 
thereto is sufficient." i®^ 

A volume might be filled with authorities from the Eng- 
lish church alone, in which both her most distinguished 
prelates and her most eminent scholars concede to presby- 
ters a virtual equality with bishops, and a right to ordain. 

The Necessary Erudition of a Christian Man, drawn 
up with great care, approved by both houses of Parliament 
in 1543, and prefaced by an epistle from the king himself, 
declares, that "priests [presbyters] and bishops are, by 
Gt>d's law, one and the same; and that the powers of 
ordination and excommunication belong equally to both." 
Under Elizabeth it was enacted by parliament, " that the 
ordination of foreign churches should be held valid." 

The learned Whittaker, of Cambridge, declares the 
doctrine of the reformers to be, that "presbyters, being 
by divine right the same as bishops, they might warranto- 
lly set other presbyters over the churches. ^^ 

Archbishop Usher, one of the brightest ornaments of the 
Episcopal church, on being asked by Charles I, in the Isle 

1^ See transcript of the whole of the original, which was subscribed 
with Cranmer's own hand, in Bishop Stillingfleet's Irenicumy Part II, c. 7, 
$ 2. See, also, Burnet's History qf the RtformaiUmf P. I, pp. 318, SSI. 
Cited from Condor's Nonconformity. Many other authorities from £ng- 
liah writers are given in S. Mather's Apology for the Liberty of the 
Churches, Chap. 2, p. 51. They have also been collected, and collated 
with great industry and research, by Rev. Dr. Smyth, in his Apostolical 
Succession, and his Presbytery not Prelacy. So, also, in an article in the 
Christian Spectator, New Series, VoL II, p. 7S0, from whence several of 
the authorities given below are taken. 
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of Wight, whetlieThe found in antiquity that ^* presbyters 
aJUme did ordain?'*^ answered, "yes" and that he would 
show his Majesty more — even where presbyters alone suc- 
cessively ordained bishops ; and brought us an instance of 
this, the; presbyters of Alexandria choosing and making 
thieir own bishop, from the days of Mark till Heraclas and 
Dionysius. 

Bishop Stiljingfleet says, "It is acknowledged by the 
stoutest champions of Episcopacy, before these late un- 
happy divisions, thaj: ordination performed by presbyters in 
case of necessity iff valid." * 

• Bishop Forbes'. " Presbyters have by divine right the 
power of ordaining as well as of preaching and baptizing." 

Sir Peter King, Lord Chancellor of England, after as- 
serting the equality of bishops and presbyters, and showing 
at length, that the latter had full authority to administer 
the ordinances, adds, "As for ordination, I find clearer 
proofs of presbyters ordaining, than of their administering 
the Lord's supper;" 

The first reformers, under the reign of King Edward, 
according to Neal, in- his history of the Puritans, "believed 
but twb orders of churchmen, in holy Scripture — bishops 
and deacons ; and, consequently, that bishops and priests 
[presbyters] were but different ranks or degrees of the 
same order." Acting in this principle, "they gave the 
right hand of fellowship to foreign churches, and to min- 
isters who had not been ordained by bishops." 

Even at the present time the validity of presbyterian 
ordination is acknowledged by many in the Episcopal 
church. Not twenty years since, one of the principal 
conductors of the Christian Observer said to an American 
gentleman, " I have not for ten years seen the man who 
was so utterly foolj^h, as to claim any exclusive divine 
right for our ordination, or ordinances ; or who hesitated 
to acknowledge other communions as churches of Christ.'* 

17 
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And Goode also, who has written from Cambridge, with 
great ability. against the Tractarians, says: — "I admit that 
for the latter point [ordination by bishops alone, as suc- 
cessors of the apostles], there is not any Scripture proof ; 
but we shall find here, as in other cases, that as the proof 
is not to be found in Scripture, so antiquity, also is divided 
with respect to it; and moreover, that though it is the 
doctrine of our church, yet that it is held by her with an 
allowance for those who may differ from her on the point, 
and not as if the observance of it was requisite by divine 
command, and essential to the validity of all ordinations ; 
though, for the preservation of th^ full ecclesiastical regu- 
larity of her own orders, she has made it essential to the 
ministers of her own communion, "i^i In support of this 
opinion he proceeds to enumerate many of the authorities 
of the fathers given above. 

Finally, we add the following extract, not again an 
" irreverent dissenter," in the flippant cant of one of the 
Tractarians, but a devoted son of their own church, a dis- 
tinguished layman of England, who has written with great 
ability and good effect, against the doctrines of Puseyism 
and High Church. 

"It is no part of my plan to trace the origin or course 
of departure from the system of church government in the 
apostolical times, as it lies before us in all its simplicity. 
I admit — indeed, as the lawyers say, it is a part of my 
case — that some change was unavoidable; and I see noth- 
ing in the present constitution of the church of England 
that is inconsistent with the principle of the apostles. But 
to say that they are identical, is a mere abuse of words. 
Still less is it to be heard say without some impatience, 
that there is safety in her communion only as she has 
descended from the apostles, through all the changes and 
abominations that have intervened." i®^ 

i<n DiTine Rule, Vol. 11, pp. B7, 66. ><» Bowdlm's Letters, pp. 32, S3. 
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After going through with a sketch of the historical 
argument in defence of his sentiments and citing many of 
the authorities given above, he proceeds : — "I am aware 
that in St. Jerome's time there existed generally, though 
by no means universally, this difference between the bishop 
and the presbyters, viz., that to the former was then confided 
the power of ordination. The transition from perfect ^ 
equality to absolute superiority was not suddenly efiected : 
it was the growth of time ; not of years, but of centuries ; 
the distinction of authority or office preceding that of order 
or degree in the church, and being introductory to it. With 
the former I have no concern, it being sufficient to show, 
that as a distinct and superior order in the church. Episco- 
pacy, in the modem acceptation of the term, did not exist 
in the time of the apostles ; and that, however expedient 
and desirable such an institution might be, it cannot plead 
the sanction of apostolic appointment or example. It may 
be difficult to fix the period exactly when the Episcopate 
was first recognized as a distinct order in the church, and 
when the consecration of bishops, as such, came to be in 
general use. Clearly not, I think, when St. Jerome wrote. 
Thus much at least is certain, viz., that the government of 
each church, including the ordination of ministers, waaf 
at first in the hands of the presbytery : that when one of 
that body was raised to the office of president, and on 
whom the title of bishop was conferred, it was simply by 
the election (co-optatio) of the other presbyters, whose ap- 
pointment was final, requiring no confirmation or consecra- 
tion at the hands of any other prelates ; and that each 
church was essentially independent of every other. 

" If then all this be so, there seems to be an end to the 
question ; for under whatever circumstances the privilege 
of ordaining was afterwards committed to the bishop, h^ 
could of necessity receive no more than it was in their 
power to bestow, from whom he received it, who were co- 
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ordinate presbyters, not superiors. At whatever period, 
therefore, it was adopted, and wi^ whatever uniformity it 
might be continued, and whatever of value or even authority, 
it might hence acquire ; still as an apostolical institution It 
has none: there is a gap which can never be filled ; . or 
rather, the link by which the whole must be suspended is 
wanting, and can never be supplied. There can be no 
apostolii^al . succession of that which had no apostolical 
existence ; whereas- the averment to be of any avail must 
be,-not only that it existed in the time of the apostles, but 
was so appointed by them as that there can be no true 
church Without it."^®^ 

The right of presbyters, then, to ordain, is admitted by 
moderate Episcopalians even at the present time.^®^ It was 
maintained by the reformers generally, both in England, 
and on the continent, and was their undoubted prerogative 
in the early ages of the Christian church. 

To sum up all that has been said — if presbyters and 
bishops are known by the same names-^if they are re- 
quired to possess the same . qualifications, and if they do 
actually discharge the same duties, then what higher evi- 
dence can we expect or desire of their equality and identity ? 
This course of argumentation is precisely similar to that 
by which orthodoxy asserts and defends the supreme di- 
vinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his equality with the 
Father. And none perhaps more readily admit the validity 
of this mode of argumentation, on this cardinal principle in 
the Christian system, than the members of the Episcopal 
communion. What is the argument for this oneness of 
Christ with the Father ? Simply that he is called by the 
names, that he possesses the attributes, that he receives the 
honors and performs the works of the Father ; and, there- 
in Bowdler's Letters, pp. 48—50. 
iw Comp. Whateley'g Kingdom of Chriit, pp. 151, Jit. 
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fore, is one with Him. If, then, this course of reasoning 
commands our assent in these profound mysteries, why 
not much more in the case under consideration? We con- 
fidently rest, therefore, in the conclusion of the learned Dr. 
Wilson, that "whatever misconstructions of the presbyterial 
office may have obtained, it is and always will be, the highest 
ordinary office in the Christian church ; and no presbyter, 
who is officially such, can be less than a bishop, and 
authorized to instruct, govern, and administer, and ordstiui 
at least in conjunction with his co-presbyters of the same 
presbytery and council." 

4. Bishops themselves, in their ministerial character, 
exercised only the jurisdiction, and performed merely the 
offices, of presbyters in the primitive church. 

For the sake of argument, let us admit " that this office 
of bishop is disclosed to us in the Christian church in the 
very earliest records of history. Within ten years after 
the death of St. John, we find that the three orders of 
ministers were actually denominated bishop, priest and 
deacon ; and to each was assigned the same office, together 
with nearly the same power and duty as appertain to them 
at the present day. Hear how Ignatius speaks to the 
Philadelphians; "Attend to the bishop, and to the presbytery, 
and to the deacons." i^^ Such is the evident exultation 
with which Episcopalians appeal to Ignatius. It is clear 
beyond a doubt, that this writer does speak of bishops, 
presbyters and deacons; and that, in strains almost of 
profane adulation, he seeks to exalt the authority both of 
bishops and presbyters. But the learned need hardly to 
be reminded that suspicion rests upon all these epistles 
of Ignatius. Many, both in this country and in Europe, 
who are most competent to decide upon their merits, have 
pronounced them undoubted forgeries. No confidence can 

iw Bishop De Lancey'a Faithftil Bishop. Boston, 1843, p. 17. 
17* 
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i be placed upon them as historical authority. Whether 
they really belong to the second, third or fourth century, 
is altogether uncertain. They hav6 been often and care- 
fdlly canvassed by eminent scholars, both in America and 
in Europe. • Professor Norton declares them to be un- 
doubted forgeries. Kothe has written .with surpassing 
ability a defence of them. But the most- probable conjec- 
ture, and the one most generally received, is, that they are 

■ filled with interpolations from various hands, and of differ- 
ent dates. Such is Dr. Neander's opinion, as stated to the 
writer in conversation upon them. . 

The great Milton, after exposing the absurdities, corrup- 
tions and anachronisms of these epistles, proceeds to say, 
" These, and other like passages, in abundance through all 
those short epistles, must either be adulterate, or else 
^ Ignatius was not Ignatius, nor a martyr, but most adulterate 
and corrupt himself.' In the midst, therefore, of so many 
forgeries, where shall wq fix to dare say this is Ignatius ? 
As for his style, who knows it, so disfigured and interrupted 
as it is, except they think that wherie they meet with any 
thing sound and orthodoxal, there they find Ignatius ? And 
then they believe him, not for his own authority, but for a 
truth's sake, which they derive from elsewhere. To what 

. end then should they cite him as authentic for Episcopacy, 
when they cannot know what is authentiQ in him, but by 
the judgment which they brought with them, and not by 
any judgment which they might safely learn from him? 
How can they bring satisfaction froiA such an -author, to 
whose very essence the reader must be fain to contribute 
his owli' understanding? Had God ever intended that we 
should have sought any part of useful instruction from 
Ignatius, doubtless he would not have so ill provided for 
our knowledge, as to send him to our hands in this broken 
and disjointed plight ; and if he intended no such thing, 
we do injuriously in thinking to taste better the pure 
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evangelic manna by seasoning our mouths with the tainted 
scraps and fragments of an unknown table, and searching 
among the verminous and polluted rags dropped overworn 
from the toiling shoulders of time, with these deformedly 
to quilt and interlace the entire, the spotless and undecay- 
ing robe of truth, the daughter, not of time, but of heaven, 
only bred up here below in Christian hearts between two 
grave and holy nurses, the doctrine and discipline of the 
gospel." 106 

But we will suppose these epistles to be the genuine 
productions of Ignatius, and that he himself is one of those 
" apostolic men who drank in Christianity from the living 
lips of the apostles themselves." Grant it all. What then? 
Do not these epistles testify explicitly, clearly, fully, "to 
this superiority of bishops in government and ordination 
over presbyters and deacons?" Not in the least. What, 
we ask, was the diocese of these bishops of Ignatius's epis- 
tles? Nothing but single parishes. What were these ven- 
erable bishops themselves ? Nothing more than the pastors 
of a single congregation. They were merely parish minis- 
ters, parochial bishops ; and, though bearing the name of 
bishop, they were as unlike a modem diocesan as can 
well be imagined. This fact deserves a careful considera- 
tion. Let us not deceive ourselves with a name, a title. 
We are not inquiring after names, but things. Because 
we read of primitive bishops in the early church, must 
we suppose that each, of necessity, had the superiority, 
or enjoyed the proud distinction of the modem dignitary 
of- the church who bears the same title? The name 
determines nothing in regard to the official rank and 
duties of a primitive bishop. Give to a congregational 
or presbyterian minister this title, and you have made him 
truly a primitive bishop. These ancient dignitaries, down 
to the third century, and in many instances, even later, 

iM Milton'8 Prelatical Episcopacy. Prose Wo^, Vol. I, pp. 79, 80. 
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exercised no wider jurisdiction, and performed no higher 
offices, than a modern presbyter, or any pastor of a single 
parish or congregation. 

In support of the foregoing representation, we have to 
ojQfer the following considerations : 

(a) By all primitive writers, the bishop's charge is 
denominated invariably a church, a congregation; never 
in the plural, churches or congregations, 

(b) It is admitted by Episcopalians themselves, that 
the diocese of a primitive bishop comprised only a single 
church. 

(c) The Christians under the charge of these ancient 
bishops, all were accustomed to meet in one place, like the 
people of a modern parish or congregation. 

(d) All under his charge were, in many instances, aa 
familiarly known unto their bishop himself, as the people 
of a parish to their pastor. 

(e) So many bishops are found in a single territory, of 
limited extent, that no one could have exercised a jurisdic- 
tion beyond the bounds of a single parish. 

(/) The charge of a primitive bishop is known, in 
many instances, not to have equalled that of a modem 
presbyter or pastor. 

{a) By all primitive writers, the bishop's charge is de- 
nominated invariably a church, a congregation ; never in 
the plural, churches or congregations. 

The cure of a primitive bishop is never, in a single 
instance, represented to comprise several congregations, like 
that of a modem diocesan ; but always is restricted to a 
single body of Christians, denominated a church. As the 
epistles of Paul the apostle are addressed to the church 
at Some, at Corinth, at Ephesus, &c., so those of the 
apostolical fathers, Clement, Polycaip and Ignatius are 
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addressed, ih like manner, to a single church -r-*io the 
church at- Corinth, at Philippi,^t Ephesus, at' Smyrna, tee. 
Neither is the word' church ever used by the early fathers 
in a generic serisei for a national Tor provincial chutcH, as 
we speak of the church of England^ or of Scotland. • The • 
fact is so indisputable, that no time need be wasted'.iri 
proof of it. But it is worthy of particular attention, .as * 
illustrative of the nature of a bishop's office. It presents 
his duties and his office in total contrast with those which 
prelacy assigns to bistops. It reveals the primitive bishop 
to us merely as a parish minister. . ... 

**Now as one bishop is invariably considered, in the 
most ancient usage, as having only one exyXijcria^ it is mani-. 
fest that his inspection at first wasf only over one parish. 
Indeed, the words congregation and parish are, if not 
synonymous, predicable of each other. • The former term 
relates more pjoperly to the people as -actually congregated, 
^he other relates to the extent of ground which the dwelling 
houses of the members of one congregation occupy. Ac- 
cordingly; the territory to which the bishop's charge ex- 
tended, was always named, in the period I am speaking 
of, in Greek naqotHla, in Latin 'parochia^ or rather paracidf 
which answers to the English word parish, and means 
properly a neighborhood. "1^7 ' . • 

In the sense above stated, the word in question is said 
to be used at least six hundred times in the writings of. 
Eusebius alojie. Such continued to be the bishop's charge 
down to the fourth century. 

{b) It is admitted by Episcopalians themselves, that 
the diocese of a primitive bishop, comprised only u single 
church. 

On this point the authority of the late Dr. Burton, 

»07 CampbelPs Lectures, pp. 106, 107. 
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regius professor at Oxford, is equally explicit and unex- 
ceptionable. In his history of the church at the beginning 
of the second century, he says: — "The term diocese was 
not then known ; though there may have been instances 
where the care of more than one congregation was 
committed to a single bishop, of which we have a very 
.early example in all the Cretan churches being en- 
trusted by Paul to Titus. The name which was gener- 
ally applied to the flock of a single pastor, was one 
from which our present word parish is derived, which 
fiignifled his superintendence over the inhabitants of a par- 
ticular place. "i<^ 

Again, at the commencement of the third century, 
"The term diocese, as has been observed in a former chap- 
ter, was of later introduction, and was borrowed by the 
church from the civil constitution of the empire. At the 
period which we are now considering, a bishop's diocese 
was more analogous to a modem parish, and such was the. 
name which it bore. Each parish had, therefore, its own 
bishop, with a varying number of presbyters, or priests 
and deacons." 109 

" As for the word diocese, by which the bishop's flock is 
now expressed, I do not remember that ever I found it 
used in this sense by any of the ancients. But there is 
another word still retained by us, by which they frequently 
denominated the bishop's cure; and that is parish,*^ ^^^ 
Every bishop had but one congregation or church. This 
is a remark which deserves your particular notice ; as it 
regards an essential point in the constitution of the primi- 
tive church, a point which is generally admitted by those 
who can make any pretensions to the knowledge of Christian 
antiquities. . . . Now as one bishop is invariably considered 

108 History of the Christian Church, p. 179. «» Ibid., pp. 263, 264. 
no King's PrimitiTe Chnrch, p. 16. 



EQI7ALITT OF BISHOPS AND PBBSBTTERS. 208 

in the most ancient usage as having only one cxxXi/ato, 
churchy it is manifest that his inspection, at first, was 
only one parish." m Instead, therefore, of presiding over 
myriads of his fellow-men with authority, which even 
princes might envy, this your ancient hishop was nothing 
more than a humble parish minister, having the charge of 
some little flock over whom he had been duly appointed an 
overseer in the service of the chief Shepherd. 

(c) The Christians, under the charge of these ancient 
bishops, all were accustomed to meet in one place, like the 
people of a modern parish or congregation. 

This is incontrovertibly evident from the fathers; of the 
second, and even of the third century, such as the writings 
of Ignatius,ii2 Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian and 
Cyprian. " Now, from the writings of those fathers, it is 
evident that the whole flock assembled in the same place. 
\nh th &vt6, with their bishop and presbyters, as on other 
occasions, so in particular, every Lord's-day, or every 
Sunday, as it was commonly called, for the pur|x)ses of 
public worship, hearing the Scriptures read, and receiving 
spiritual exhortations. The perseverance in this prac- 
tice is warmly recommended by the ancients, and tu^d 
on all the Christian brethren, from the, consideration of the 
propriety there is, that those of the same church and parish, 
and under the same bishop, should all join in one prayer 
and one supplication, as people who have one mind and 
one hope. For, it is argued, * if the prayer of one or two 
have great efiicacy, how much more efficacious must that 
be which is made by the bishop and the whole church. 
He, therefore, who doth not assemble with him is denomi- 

*ii Campbell's Lectures, pp. 105, 106. 

lis For a purpose like the present, we may safely appeal to Ignatius; for 
though the worie may be reasonably suspected to have been interpolated 
to aggrandize the Episcopal order, it was never suspected' of any interpola- 
tion with a view to lenen it 
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nated proud and self-condemned.' ^^ Agtainj as there was 
bat .one place of meeting, so there was but one communion 
table oi abar, as they sometimes metaphorically called it. 
•* There is but one altar,' said Ignatius, * for there is but one 
bishop5*ii* and accordingly, one place of worship. To this 
may be added the authority of Stillingfleet. " For although 
«wheai the churches- increased, the occasional meetings were 
frequent in several places", yet still there was but one 
church, and one altar, and one baptistry, and oije bishop, 
with many presbyters assisting him ; and this is so very- 
plain in antiquity, as to the churches planted by the apos- 
tles themselves in several parts, that none but a stranger to 
the history of the church can ever call it in question." ^^^ 

We* have here another illustratfon of the parochial 
Episcopacy, which, in the Jsincient church, restricted the 
labors of the minister of Christ to a single church and 
congregation. 

{d) All under his charge were, in some instances, as 
• familiarly known unto their, bishop hirnself, as are the 
people of a parish to their pastor. 

Polycarp, for example, bishop of Smyrna, is exhorted by 
Ignatius to know all of his church by name, even the men- 
servants and maid-servants; to lake care of the widows, 
within his diocese; to take cognizance personally of all 
marriages; and to suffer nothing to escape his notice.^^® 

*" El yijig Mg xal devrkgo nqouBvx^ jocraifijv icxj^iJy ^X^^t 
7i6a(^ fiaXXov ij ts tB-iniaxdnB xal n&arig ixxXtjalag; '0 ^v 
fiil iQx6fi6vog inl tb aM, xal kavibv diixQiv6v,—£p.adEph.,c.5, 

"* "Ev dvcriaqi^Qtov ^g etg InlgxoTTog. Ep. ad Phil., c. 8. Camp, 
bell's Lectures, p. 109. 

"6 Stillingfleet, Serm. against Separat., p. 27, cited by Clarkson, p. 17. 

"• *£| dvdfiawg ndviag fTJre*. ^bXeg xal d^lag fiii inegij- 
Xpdver Xrigai [i^ difieXeladojcrav, Uqinei, dh loXg yafiocfi. xal 
•iaXg yafiBukvaig^iiBTd, ifvfhfujg tS imax&na T^y Svataiv nouladat, 
Mfjdip dvev ypoffijjg as Yi>vdad(o.~-lgnaUu$ ad Polycarp, c. 4, 5. 
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All this evidently requires of the bishop a personal 
acquaintance with the people of his charge, even more 
familiar, and a personal supervision over them more minute, 
than that of the pastor of a single parish in any of our 
cities. Even the bishop of Tyre had a diocese so small 
that he had a personal knowledge of the Christians within 
it.ii''' Carthage, again, was one of the largest cities in the 
world ; and yet Cyprian, the bishop of that city, made it a 
duty to have a familiar acquaintance with all his people, 
and to provide for the needy and destitute among thera.i^^ 
To such primitive Episcopacy as this who can object ? 

(c) So many bishops are found in a single territory of 
limited extent, that no one could have exercised jurisdiction 
beyond the bounds of a single parish. 

Take, for example, a single province, that of Africa; and 
in doing this, I am happy to avail myself of the inquiries of 
another. " The testimony of Du Pin on this point, himself 
a prelatist, is invaluable. He describes, in the first place, 
the ancient province of Africa, as nearly commensurate 
with the modern Barbary States, and then proceeds to 
remark as follows : 

" *A11 this tract, both before and after the subjection of 
the Romans, contained an almost countless number of 
people. There were found cities, towns, boroughs, mili- 
tary stations (castellis), and villages, both of natives and 
colonists, in great number ; and, by the fertility of the soil, 
and abundance of its produce, as well as by mercantile 
trade, it became very wealthy. Hence we find so great a 

'" Schoene, Geschichtsforschungen, IIT, p. 336. 

118 Cumque ego vos pro me vicarios miserim ut expungeretis neceati* 
tates fratrum nostrorum sumptibus, si qui vellent suas artes exercere, 
additamento quantum satis esset desideria eorum juvaretis, simul etiam 
et aetates eorum et conditiones et merita di8cerneretis3 ut etiam nunc 
ego, cui cura ineumbit omnes optim^ nosae et dignos quosque^ et humiles.et 
mites ad ecclesiasticae adminiitrationu offieia finm/»femn,'^Xf* 9&, p. M ; 

18 
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multitude of Christians in these regions, to govern whom 
were appointed very many bishops, far more numerous, 
indeed, and nearer together, than in some other parts of 
• the Christian world. For in these parts it was customary 
to appoint bishops not only in great cities, but in villages, 
or villas, and in small cities {in vicis cuut villis et in rhodids 
civitatibus); which was guarded against by the 57th canon 
of the Council of Laodicea, and the 7th canon of that of 
Sardica. But that rule obtained, not in Africa, where it is 
on record that bishops were ordained not only in great 
cities, but in all the towns {in cunctis oppidis), and not 
tinfrequently in villages and military stations {in vicis et 
castellis) ; which multitude of bishops' sees, that had sprung 
up, even from the very first rise of the African churches, 
was increased by the emulation of the Catholics and 
Donatists.' 119 

" Such are the statements of one of the learned historians, 
one whose judgment is universally respected. Such, too, 
must be the convictions of every one who makes himself 
acquainted with the surviving documents of the African 
churches. Let any oniB turn over the pages of the Minutes 
of the Conference {gesta collationis) between the Catholics 
and Donatists at Carthage, in A. D. 411, at which 565 
bishops were present, and he must come to the conclusion 
that Mons. Du Pin has told the truth. 

" So strong is the evidence from this quarter, that Bing- 
ham is constrained to admit, that * during the time of the 
schism of the Donatists, many new bishoprics were erected 
in very small towns in Africa ; as appears from the acts of 
the Collation of Carthage,^ where the Catholics and Dona- 
tists mutually charge each other with the practice ; that 
thiey divided single bishoprics sometimes into three or 

119 Da Pin's Sacred Geography of Africa, prefixed to his edition of ''The 
Seven Books of St Optatus, bishop of Mileve in Africa,'' on the schism of 
tiie Donatists, published at Paris, A. D. 1700,. p. 57. 
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four ; and made bishops in country: towns and villages^ to 
augment the numbers of their parties.' 120 

" It will be observed, that this practice was pursued 'as 
well by the Orthodox as their opponents. Wherever a 
few people could be gathered together, they organized 
them into a church, and placed a bishop over them. And 
when that church became very numerous they divided it 
again (except in the great cities), just as we are accusv 
tomed to do at the present day. There was nothing in the 
idea of a church, or of a bishop, that forbade this practice. 
Nay, it was provided for by an ecclesiastical law of the 
province. The fifth canon of the second council of Car- 
thage (A. D. 390) provides, that * if, in the course of time, 
as religion prospers, any people of God should be so multi- 
plied as to desire to have a rector of their own, they should 
have a bishop, in case they obtained the consent of him to 
whose authority the diocese was subject.' 

" Du Pin says, * We have drawn out of ancient docu- 
ments the names of six hundred and ninety bishoprics in 
Africa.' 121 jje annexes a catalogue of their names, and 
refers in every instance to the document or documents 

120 Bingham's Antiq. of Christ. Church, B. 2, c. 12, $ 3. 

1*1 Geog. Saci Africae, p. 69. Shoene says, Geschichtsfonchungen, Vol. 
Ill, 335, that in the time of Augustine there were rune hundred bishope in 
Africa. The number is evidently made out in the following manner. 
Augustine, in his minutes of the first day's conference between the Catho- 
lics and Donatists, says, that of the Catholics, 286 answered to their names, 
20 subscribed not, 120 were absent, detained by reason of their age, infirm- 
ity, or other causes ; and that 60 of their bishoprics were vacant, making a 
total of 426 bishops and 486 bishoprics. 

Of the Donatists, 279 were present, many more than 120 were absent, 
and many of their bishoprics were vacant. — Opera, Tom. 9, p. 374, F. 375; 
376, A. Antwerp, 1700. 

Augustine also states, that the Maziminianists were condemned by a 
council of 310 of the Donatists. Contra Parmenian, Lib. 1, Tom. 9, c. 
18, p. 16, B. Contra Crescon. Don., Lib. 3, c. 62, p. 315, E. Lib. 4, c. 7, 
p. 331, D. The Donatists, moreover, themselves boasted that they had 
more than 400 bishops in Afhca. Post ColL, c^ 24, p. 411, D. In addition 
to aU these, the Maximinianints afford- anotlierlegkm of biahops in thia 



208 THB fruutiye church. 

where they are found. With reason, therefore, he says, 
* there is not one of these that has not at some time a bish- 
op, as may be gathered from ecclesiastical documents.' " i^ 

(/) The charge of a primitive bishop is known in many 
instances not to have equalled that of a modern presbyter 
or pastor. 

Bishops were found in villages and military stations in 
Africa, as we have just seen. Ischyrus was made bishop 
pf a very small village, containing but few inhabitants.123 
Paul, one of the famous council of Nice, was only bishop 
of a fort, (pgoi)Qtov, near the river Euphrates.^^* Eulogius 
and Barses, monks of Edessa, had each no city, but only a 
monastery for a diocese ; or rather it was merely an hono- 
rary title, an empty name, without any charge connected 
with it.i25 Others, again, were bishops of cities where 
there were no Christians whatever, but some few in the 
country round about. ^^e 

The council of Sardica, c. 7, and of Laodicea, c. 57, in 
the fourth century, denounced the custom of ordaining 
bishops " in villages and small cities, lest the authority of a 
bishop should be brought into contempt." But a hundred 
years later, the custom still prevailed to a considerable ex- 



same proviuce, 100 or more of whom condemned Priminianus. Contra 
Crescon. Don., Lib. 4, c. 6, p. 331, D. Post. Coll., c. 30. We are now 
prepared to make up the roll of African bishops. Catholics, 426, Donatists, 
400, Maximinianists, 100. Total, 926, — to say nothing of vacant sees. In 
each astonishing profusion are these dioceses, these Episcopal sees, scat- 
tered broad-cast over the single province of Africa. 
122 New York Evangelist, Vol. XIV, p. 182. 1843. 

'^^ K(x)ui] ^qaxviCLiT}, xai uUyojv dcv6Q(hnoi)V, — Athans. ApoL, 2, 
T. 1, p. 200. 

»«< Theodoret, Eccl. Hist., Lib. 1, c. 6. 

^^'Oi> xal iniaxdTiu) &ii(f(x) varegov iyavidrjv^ 6v ndlecag jiitdg 
dJiXu Jtfirig ivexev . . . x^igoTOvrjOiKiBg iv tdig idioig fxovau%ri~ 
^loig. — Sozomen, Eed. Hist., Lib. 6, c. 34, p. 691. 

'** Shoene, GeschkhtBfonehaogen, III, p. 336. 
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tent. Even Gregory, one of the most learned and eloquent 
men. of his age, worthy to have been " a professor of elo- 
quence," after having studied in Caesarea, in Alexandria, 
and at Athens, was, in the last half of the fourth century, 
bishop, first of Zazime, " a dismal " place ; and afterwards 
of Nazianzum, ndXewg hvTeXovg, vilis oppidi, an inferior 
place. 1^ Even in the middle of the fifth century, diocesan 
Episcopacy was but partiaUy established. In some coun- 
tries, " there were bishops over many cities," but in others, 
they were still " consecrated in villages," xixi/iiaigA^ 

But I need not enlarge. If any one wishes for further 
information on this point, he has only to refer to Clarkson 
on Primitive Episcopacy, an antiquated work, evincing a 
remarkable familiarity with the records of antiquity, from 
which a collection of facts, innumerable almost, has been 
brought together, all tending to show that the bishop of the 
primitive church had a charge no greater than any curate, 
or presbyter, or parish minister. 

Grant then to prelacy all her claims. Run back her 
unbroken succession up to these days of primitive sim- 
plicity, and she leads you up, not to an Episcopal palace, 
but to the cottage, the cell, it niay be, of an obscure curate. 
The modem bishop has only deceived himself with a 
name. While he reads of ancient bishops, he idly dreams 
of Episcopal powers and prerogatives unknown in the 
church until the days of Constantine the Great. 

It is a sophism, often played ofi* with effect, deceiving 
the simple and the wise, to surround an- ancient and vene- 
rable name with modem associations. So delusive are 
our comparisons of that which is unknown with what 
is known ; so deceptive our judgment of the past by the 
present. Tityrus, the poet's simple swain, foolishly thought 
Some herself just such another as his own Mantua, where 

1S7 Socrates^ Eccl. Hist., Lib. 4, c. 26, p. 34&. 
U9 Sosomen, EccL Hist, Lib. 7, 0. 19, p» 734 

18* 
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the shepherds were wont to drive out their tender lamhs. 
So he had seen whelps, like dogs; so kids, like goats. 
Thus he was wont to compare great things with small. 
But what was his surprise to see that imperial city rearing . 
her head as high above others as the cypress rises above 
the limber shrubs.i29 He had deceived himself by his 
false comparisons. The same deception one practises 
upon himself by bringing a modern into comparison with 
a primitive bishop. But, on examination, the delusion 
vanishes. The far-spreading domains of the diocesan, 
which had charmed his fancy, shrink into a little hamlet ; 
the proud Episcopal palace becomes a poor parsonage ; and 
the loftyprelate, a humble presbyter, the pastor of a little flock. 

The bearings of this view of the subject upon prelacy 
are obvious. 

1. It annuls the virtue of Episcopal ordination. 

The relations of the foregoing view to the validity of 
Episcopal ordination exclusively, are clearly set forth in the 
following passage from Clarkson, himself an Episcopalian: 

"Hereby, also, some mistakes about Episcopal ordina' 
tionsj of ill consequence, may be rectified. A bishop, in 
the best ages of Christianity, was no other than the pastor 
of a single church. A pastor of a single congregation is 
now as truly a bishop. They were duly ordained in those 
ages, who were set apart for the work of the ministry by 
the pastor of a single church, with the concurrence of some 
assistants. Why they should not be esteemed to be duly 
ordained, who are accordingly set apart by a pastor of a 

1^ Urbem quam dicunt Romane, Moeliboee, putavi 
Stultus, ego huic nostrae similem, qua saepe solemus 
Pastores ovium teneros depellere foetus. 
Sic canibus catulos similes, sic matribus haedos 
Noram j sic parvis componere magna solebam. 
Verum haec tant&m alias inter caput extnlit nrbes, 
Qpantibm lenta lolent inter TUrama cupreiii.— Virgil; Buc. 1. 
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single churcli now, I can discern no reason, after I have 
looked every way for it. Let something be assigned which 
will make an essential difference herein ; otherwise they 
that judge such ordinations here, and irl other reformed 
churches, to be nullities, will hereby declare all the ordina- 
tions in the ancient church for three or four hundred years, 
to be null and void, and must own the dismal consequences 
that ensue thereof. They that will have no ordinations 
but such as are performed by one who has many churches 
under him, maintain a novelty never known nor dreamt of 
in the ancient churches, while their state was tolerable. 
They may as well say the ancient church had never a 
bishop (if their interest did not hinder, all the reason they 
make use of in this case would lead them to it), as deny 
that a reformed pastor has no power to ordain, because he 
is not a bishop. He has Episcopal ordination, even such 
as the canons require, being set apart by two or three 
pastors at least, who are as truly diocesans as the ancient 
bishops, for some whole ages." i^o 

2. It exposes also the futility of the doctrine of apostoli- 
cal succession. 

" The theory is, that each bishop, from the apostolic 
times, has received in his consecration a mysterious * gift,' 
and also transmits to every priest in his ordination a 
mysterious *gift,' indicated in the respective offices by 
the awful words, *Eeceive the Holy Ghost;' that on this 
the right of priests to assume their functions, and the pre- 
ternatural grace of the sacraments administered by them, 
depends ; that bishops, once consecrated, instantly become 
a sort of Ley den jar of spiritual electricity, and are invested 
with the remarkable property of transmitting the *gift' to 
others; that this has been the case from the primitive 
age till now; that this high gift has been incorruptibly 

^^ PrimitiTe Episcopacy, pp. 182, 185. London, 1688. 



219 . THE PRIMITIVB. CHJJECH. 

transmitted through the hands of impure, profligate, hereti- 
cal ecclesiastics, as ignorant and flagitious as any of their 
lay contemporaries ; that, in fact, these * gifts ' are perfectly 
irrespective of the moral character and qualifications both 
, of bishop and priest, and reside in equal integrity in a 

Bonner or a Granmer, — a parson Adams or. a parson Trul- 
Ii6er."i3i 

Now, we ask, have these countless multitudes of bishops 
ail been episcopally ordained, scattered through the earth, 
aa they were, from Britain to the remotest Indies; in cities, 
towns, villages, forts, military stations, monasteries, and 
what not? Can these mysterious * gifts' and graces be So 
diflused abroad over the earth, and bandied about from 
hand to hand, without the hazard, amidst a thousand con- 
tingencies, that they may have fallen away, or lost their 
ethereal power? Has no graceless hypocrite crept in 
unawares among the .Lord's anointed, and, with unholy 
hands, essayed these awful mysteries, transmitting, by 
uncanonized rites, this heavenly grace ? Has no link been 
broken in this mysterious chain, stretching onward from 
the distant age of the apostles down to the present ? Has- 
no irregularity disturbed the succession, no taint of heresy 
marred the purity of its descent ? Believe it who can.132 

i« Edinburgh Rev., April, 1843, pp. 269, 270. 

132 it We can imagine the perplexity of a presbyter thus cast in doubt as to 
whether or not he has ever had the invaluable 'gift' of apostolical succes- 
sion conferred upon him. As that 'gill' is neither tangible nor visible, the 
subject neither of experience nor consciousness 5 — as it cannot be knovm 
by any 'effects' produced by it (for that mysterious efficacy which attends 
the administration of rites at its possessor's hands, is, like the gill which 
qualifies him to administer them, also invisible and intangible), — he may 
imagine, unhappy man ! that he has been 'regenerating' infants by baptism, 
when he has been simply sprinkling them with water. ' What is the mat- 
ter 7' the spectator of his distractions might ask. * What have you lost V 
'Lost!' would be the reply; ' I fear I have lost my apostolical succession, 
or rather, my misery is, that I do not know and cannot tell whether I ever 
had it to lose !' It is of no use here to suggest the usual questions, '^ When 
did you see it last 7 When were you last conscious of possessing it 7' 
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3. It is fatal to the claims of the " one catholic and apos- 
tolic church " of high Episcopacy. 

This holy catholic church, one and indirisihle, deriving 
divine rights in regular succession from the apostles, — 
where, or what is it ? Who this house of Aaron, that have 
kept, all the while, the sacred fire of the altar, home up 
and defended the tabernacle of the Lord, and guarded thus 
from all profane intrusion the ark of the covenant ? This 
royal priesthood, these that were, at first, created, and have 
always continued, wholly a right seed, — who, or what are 
they? What form of error, we seriously ask, what species 
of delusion, what tribe of schismatics, what creature of sin, 
has not, at some time, found a place within this same 
immaculate church, as a component part of this strange 
Episcopal unity, — a unity only of chaos and infinite con- 
fusion ? The whole system of high, exclusive Episcopacy 
is itself any thing but a semblance of that apostolic church 
to which it so proudly clings. In its doctrines, in its 
government, and in all the trumpery of its canons and its 
traditions, what has it now in common with the church, as 
she was in the days of the apostles? This "one, holy, 
catholic, and apostolic church " of prelacy, — like the famous 
ship of ancient Grecian story, which, by continued decay 
and repairs, came to be so changed at last that nothing of 

WTiat a peculiar property is that, of which, though so invaluable,— nay, on 
which the whole efficacy of the Christian ministry depends, — a man has 
no positive evidence to show whether he ever had it or not! which, if ever 
conferred, was conferred without his knowledge 3 and which, if it could be 
taken away, would still leave him ignorant, not only when, where, and how 
the theft was committed, but whether it had ever been committed or not ! 
The sympathizing friend might, probably, remind him, that as he was not 
sure he had ever had it, so, perhaps, he still had it without knowing it. 
* Perhaps r he would reply j * but it is certainty I want.' * Well,' it might 
be said, ' Mr. Gladstone assures you, that, on the most moderate computa- 
tion, your chances are as 8000 to 1 that you have it !' * Pish !' the distracted 
man would exclaim, * what does Mr. Gladstone know about the matter V 
And, truly, to that query we know not well what answer the friend could 
make,"^£dinburgh £eo., p. 271. 
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the original remained, — she has, indeed, still the same 
name ; but all else, how changed ! One by one, her every 
part has gone to decay, and given place to something else. 
And there she lies now at her moorings, with scarce a 
beam, or plank, or fragment of her shrouds remaining from 
the original and noble frame-work of her great Master- • 
builder; and yet proudly claiming still an exclusive right 
to the honored name which she so much dishonors. This 
"catholic, apostolic church," — ^pray, in what consists her 
identity with the church of the holy apostles ? 

"A real, living unity, and a well regulated liberty,'' says 
Siddle, " characterized the early constitution of the church. 
But liberty was afterwards sacrificed to unity; and this 
unity itself degenerated into a merely external, forced, and 
dead union, — which became sub^rvient to the purposes of 
oppression, and to the growth of the hierarchy." 

4. The original equality of bishops and presbyters con- 
tinued to be acknowledged, from the rise of the Episcopal 
hierarchy down to the time of the Reformation. 

The claims of prelatical Episcopacy were attacked in the 
fifth century with great spirit by Jerome, who denies the 
superiority of bishops, giving at the same time an explana- 
tion of the origin of this groundless distinction, widely 
different from that of divine right by apostolical authority. 
Several passages from this author have already been giyen 
under another head, to which we subjoin the following, 
with a translation, and an analysis by Dr. Mason. 

'" Thus he lays down doctrine and fact relative to the 
government of the church, in his commentary on Titus 1: 5. 

" That thou shozddest ordain presbyters in every city, as I 
had appointed theeA^^ * What sort of presbyters ought to 

133 it Qui qualis Presbyter debeat ordinari, in consequentibus dissereiii 
hoc ait:- Si qui est sine crimine, unius uxoria Vir/' et caetera: postea 
intnlit, "Oportet. n. Episcopum sine crimine esse, tanquam Dei dispeiiaa- 
torem.'' Idem est exgo Presbyter^ qui et Episcopus, et anteqaam diaboU 
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be ordained he shows afterwards. If any he blameless, the 
husband of one wife, &c., and then adds,^^ a bishop must 
be blameless, as the steward of Grod, &c. A presbyter, there- 
fore, is the same as a bishop r and before there were, by the 
instigation of the devil, parties in religion ; and it was said 
among different people, I am of Paul, and lofApoUos, and 
I of Cephas, the churches were governed by the joint counr 
sel of the presbyters. But afterwards, when every one 
accounted those whom he baptized as belonging to himself 
and not to Christ, it was decreed throughout the whole world 
that one, chosen from among the presbyters, should be put 

inUifictUf stadia in religione fierent; et diceretor in populis : " Ego warn, 
Pauli; ego Apollo, ego aatem Cephae :" commmd Presbyteirorum eontiUo 
ecclesiae gubernabantar. Postqaam yero nnusquisque eos, quoa b^tiza- 
verat, «uo8 patabat ease, ncm Christi : in toto orbe decretum ut, ui timit d§ 
PresbyUris electut attperponeretur caeierit, ad quern omnit ecduiae eura 
pertineret, ei schismatum semina tollerentor. Putet aliquis non scripta- 
ramm^ sed nostram, esse sententiam Episcoptim et Presbyternm unnm 
esse ; et aliud aetatis, aliud esse nomen officii : relegat Apostoli ad Philip- 
penses verba dicentis : Paulas et Timotheus senri Jesu Christi, omnibot 
Sanctis in Christo Jesa, qai sunt Philippis, cum Episcopis et DiaconiSy 
gratia vobis et pax, et reliqua. Philippi una est urbs Macedoniae, et certe 
in una civitate plure9 ut nancupantur, Episcopi esse non poterant, Sed 
quia eosdem Epi$eopo$ tSo tempore qoos et Preshyteros appellabant, prop- 
terea indifferenter do Episcopis quasi de Presbyteris est locutus. Adhuc 
hoc alicui videatur ambiguum, nisi altero testimonio comprobetur. In 
Actibus Apostolorum scriptum est, quod cum yehisset Apostolus Miletum, 
miserit Ephesum, et Tocaverit Presbyterps ecclesiae ejusdem, quibui 
postea inter caetera sit locutus : atiendite vobis et (fmni gregi in quo voa 
Spiritus Sancttu posuit EpiscopoSf pascere Ecctenam DonUnif quam ac- 
quisitfit per aanguinem suum. Et hoc diligentius observate, quo motto 
uniue HrfUatU Ephesi Presbyteros Tocans, . postea eosdem Epieeopoti 
dixerit. — Haec propterea, ut ostenderemus apud veteres eosdem fuisse 
Presbyteros quos et Episcopos. PauUUim vero, ut dissensioiium plantaria, 
eyellerentur, ad unum omnem solicitudinem esse delatam. — Sicut exgo 
Presbyteri aciunt ae ex ecclenae conauetudine ei, qui sibi propositus fuerit, 
esse subjectos, ita Episcopi noverint se magie conauetud^ne qiiom diapo* 
aitionia domirUcae veriUUe, Presbyteris esse majores, Hierontmi Com: in 
Tit., 1. 1. Opp., Tom. 4, p. 413, ed. Paris, 169a— 1706. The same may be 
found in Rothe, p. 209. 
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over the rest, and that the whole care of the church should 
be committed to him, and the seeds of schism taken away. 

" * Should any one think that this is only my own private 
opinion, and not the doctrine of the Scriptures, let him 
read the words of the apostle in his epistle to the Philip- 
pians: "Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, 
to all the saints in Christ Jesus, which are at Philippi, with 
the bishops and deacons," &c. Philippi, is a sirigle city oi 
Macedonia ; and certainly in one city there could not be 
several bishops as they are now styled ; but as they, at that 
time, called the very same persons bishops whom they 
called presbyters, the apostle has spoken without distinc- 
tion of bishops as presbyters. 

" * Should this matter yet appear doubtful to any one, 
unless it be proved by an additional testimony, it is written 
in the Acts of the Apostles, that when Paul had come to 
Miletum, he sent to Ephesus and called the presbyters of 
that church, and among other things said to them, " Take 
heed to yourselves and to all the flock in which the Holy 
Spirit hath made you bishops." Take particular notice, 
that calling the presbyters of the single city of Ephesus, 
he afterwards names the same persons bishops.' After 
further quotations from the Epistle to the Hebrews, and 
from Peter, he proceeds : * Our intention in these remarks 
is to show, that, among the ancients, presbyters and bishops 
were the very same. But that by little and little, that 
the plants of dissension might be plucked up, the whole 
concern was devolved upon an individual. As the pres- 
byters, therefore, know that they are subjected, by the 
CUSTOM OF THE CHURCH, to him who is set over them, so let 
the bishops know that they are greater than presbyters, 

MORE by CUSTOM THAN BY ANY REAL APPOINTMENT OF 

Christ.' " 13^ 

>« Mason's Works, Vol. Ill, pp. 226—228. 
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Again : with the ancients, bishops and presbyters may 
have been one and the same, because the one denotes 
dignity in office, the other, superiority in age.^^s 

" Here is an account of the origin and progress of Epis- 
copacy by a father whom the Episcopalians themselves 
admit to have been the most able and learned man of his 
age ; and how contradictory it is to their own account the 
reader will be at no loss to perceive, when he shall have 
followed us through an analysis of its several parts. 

"1. Jerome expressly denies the superiority of bishops 
to presbyters, by divine right. To prove his assertion on 
this head, he goes directly to the Scriptures ; and argues, 
as the advocates of parity do, from the interchangeable 
titles of bishop and presbyter ; from the directixms ^ven to 
them without the least intimation of difference in their 
authority; and from the 'powers of presbyters, undisputed 
in his day. 

"2. Jerome states it as a historical fact, that this govern* 
ment of the churches by 'presbyters alone, continued until', 
for the avoiding of scandalous quarrels and schisms, it was 
thought expedient to alter it. 

" 3. Jerome states it as a historical fact, that this change 
in the government of the church, this creation of a superior 
order of ministers, took place, not at once, but by degrees^ — 
^Paulatiniy says he, *by little and little.' 

"4. Jerome states, as historical fa^ts, that the elevation 
of one presbyter over the others was a httmian contrivance; 
was not imposed by authority, but crept in by custom; and! 
that the presbyters of his day krvew this very well. 

" 5. Jerome states it as a historical fact, that the first 
bishops were made by the presbyters themselves, and conse- 
quently they could neither have, nor communicate any 
authority above that of presbyters. ^ Afterwards,^ says he, 

136 Apad veteres iidem episcopi et pietbateri fuerint; quia illnd nomen 
dignitatiBy est} hoc, aetatis^ — Ep. ad Otimmm, Tom. 4, p. 648 

19 
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*to prevent schism, one was elected to preside over the rest.* 
Elected and commissioned by whom ? By the presbyters; 
for he immediately gives you a broad fact which it is im- 
possible to explain away. * At Alexandria,* he tells you, 
*firom the evangelist Mark to the bishops Heraclas and 
Dionysius,' i, e., till about the middle of the third century, 
*the presbyters always chose one of their number, placed 
him in a superior staiion, and gave him the title of bishop.' 
" It is inconceivable, how Jerome should tell the bishops 
\ / to their faces that Christ never gave them any superiority 
over the presbyters ; that custom was their only title ; and 
that the presbyters were perfectly aware of this, unless he 
was supported by facts which they were unable to contra- 
dict. Their silence under his challenges is more than ^ 
presumption that they found it wise to let him alone." ^36 

The testimony of Jerome affords an authentic record of 
the change that was introduced into the government of the 
church, and the causes that led on to this change, by 
which the original constitution was wholly subverted. It 
was in his day a known and acknowledged fact, that pre- 
lacy had no authority from Christ or his apostles, — ^no 
divine right to its high pretensions. " The presbyters 
know that they are subject to their bishops," not by divine 
right or apostolical succession, but "^ the custom of the 
churchy And to the same effect, is the admission of his 
contemporary, Augustin, the renowned bishop of Hippo, 
which we give in the words of a distinguished prelate of 
the church of England, as quoted by Aynton.i^? " The 
office of a bishop is above the office of a priest [presbyter], 
not by the authority of Scripture, but after the names of 
honor, which through the custom of the church have now 
obtained." 138 Episcopacy, according to this eminent and 

138 Mason's Works, Vol. Ill, pp. 233—251. 

137 Jewel, Defence of his Apology, pp. 122, 123. 

138 Qaanqnam secoiidiim honorum vocabula quae yam ecclesiae usns obti- 
nuit, episcopatos presbTterio mi^or sit; tam«ii in nraltis rebus Augastiniw 
Hieronymo minor est— £|>. ad Hier,, 19, alias 83, $ 83, Op., Tom ft, coK 163. 
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ancient prelate, is the result of custom, without any scrip- 
tural warrant whatever. 

This is in accordance, also, with the authority of Hilary, 
which has heen given above. What a note of triumphant 
exultation would prelacy raise, did all antiquity offer half 
as much in defence of her lofty claims as these fathers 
allege against them. 

The most distinguished of the Greek fathers, again, con- 
cur with those of the Latin church, in their views of the 
identity of bishops and presbyters. Chrysostom, A. D. 407, 
in commenting upon the apostles* salutation of the bishops 
of Philippi, exclaims, " How is this ? Were there many 
bishops in one city ? By no means ; but he calls the pres- 
byters by this name ; for at that time both were so called. 
The bishop was also called Sidicopog, servant ^ minister; for, 
writing to Timothy, who was bishop, he says, * make full 
proof of thy diaxovlavy ministry,* He also instructs him to 
lay hands, as a bishop, suddenly on no man. And again : 
'which was given thee by the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery,* But presbyters [as such] did not lay hands' on 
the bishop. Again, writing to Titus, he says, *for this 
cause I left thee in Crete, that thou shouldst ordain presby- 
ters in every city as I had commanded thee.* * If any one 
be blameless, the husband of one wife.* This he says of a 
bishop; for he immediately proceeds to add: *a bishop must 
be blameless, as the steward of God, not self-willed.' 
Wherefore, as I said, presbyters were anciently called 
bishops and stewards of Christ, and bishops were called 
presbyters. For this reason, even now, many bishops 
speak of their fellow-presbyter and fellow-minister; and 
finally, the name of bishop and presbyter is given to each 
indiscri?ninately,** ^^^ Again: with reference to Paul, in 

139 ^yp eyxiaxdnolg nal diax&foig, ti lovxo; ftiag ndlefag 
TtolXol hnldxonot ^aav; O^afi&g* dlldL roi>g TtqBfr^vtiqovg 
ovxb)g ^xditsae* t6t£ yCiq thiag hxoir6vovp toXg dydfiaat, ual 
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1 Tim. 3: 8, Chrysostom says, that after discoursing of 
bishops, and showing what they should possess, and from 
what they ought to abstain, he proceeds immediately to 
speak of deacons, passing by the order of presbyters. Why 
so ? Because there is not much distinction between them 
and bishops. For they also are set for the instruction and 
government of the church. What he had said of bishops 
was also applicable to presbyters ; they have the superiority 
merely in the imposition of hands, and in this respect alone 
•take precedence of the presbyters.^^® This was said in 
relation to the time then present. Even at this late period 
this eminent prelate recognizes only a trifling distinction 
between bishop and presbyter. 

di&TCOvog 6 inlaxoTwg iXkyero, ^*d tovto yq&qmv xal TifioOiif 
MXsyS' T-^y diaTCOvlav aov 7ilijQO(^6grjaov , hmaTidTKo bPTt, &t& 
*y^Q Inlaxonog ^v, (pijal ngdg aididv /ei^otg xaj^^oig fir^depi 
hnnlder xal n6^iv' 8 ib6Qri aoi juexd hnidiaeatg iwy /et^S*' 
TOv nQBG^vxeqlov oi5x dv dh nqBa^ijsqoi, hnlaxonov ^;^£t^0T6- 
rrjaav. Kal ndXiv ngbg Tliov yQ&qxav q)r]Gl' rodwv x^9^^ 
utaikXindv as Iv X^tji-);, Iva xaraaTTJaT^g xaxdi ndhv nQsa^vxk^ 
i^ovg, &g iyib oov diSTa^dfirjv ef ng dvkyxlrjjogf fiiag yvvainbg 
iri^Q' & Tiegl rov iniaxdnov (jpiya/. Kal eln^v ravTu BiiOktug 
ini^yaye' del ydcQ tbv hnloxonov divsyxXijrov elvai, &g Qeov 
olxovdjuov, fiii a{)da8rj, ^ Oneg ol)V i'cjpiy*', xal ol nqBu^^ieqok 
t6 naXaibv \xaXovvio inlaxonot xal didxovot rov XQtaiov, xat 
ol inlaxonoi ngea^i^Tegoi, oSev xal vvv noXXol avfinQsa^vTifffi^ 
inlaxOTtol ygdcpovat^ xal (Tvpdtax6v(o, lombv d^ rd ididl^OP 
ixdam (knovevkfjfjTat 6vofia, 6 inlaxonog xal 6 ngea^vregog,'-' 
Chrysostom f Ep. ad Phil., Tom. 11, p. 194. 

**^ ^takeydfiepog negl lniax6nov xal xo^QctXTTjqlaag a^iot};, 
xal 6l7i(j}P rlva fikv ^/ft**, rlvcav dk dnkx^fjOai XQ^f ^^^ "^^ "^^ 
nqeo^vxeQbiv rdyfia dq)£lg, 6\g roiig diaxdvovg lueienfidrjae, Tl 
diinote; or* ov tioI^ fiiaov ainav xal ilbv kniaxdncav, Kal 
yijLQ xal a^iol dvdaaxaXlav elalv dvadsdeyfiivot xal ngocnaalap 
trig ixxXrjalag' xal & negi iniaxontov eine, ravia xal tjqbo^V'- 
tdgoig ^Qfibxrer t^ ydq /»^0T0v/q( fiovri ineQ^s^'/ixaGt xai 

roitm fiipor doxovai nXsovexxeZp to^. nqea^vtkQOvg.'^Ibid,, 
Ep. ad Tim, I, Tom. 11, p. 604. 
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Theodoret, also, who lived only a few years later than 
Chrysostom, repeats substantially the same sentiments. 
In relation to the salutation of Paul to the Philippians, 
c. 1 : 1, he says, *^ the apostle addresses himself to the 
priesthood and to the saints who are under them, in which 
term he includes all who had received baptism. But 
he calls the presbyters bishops ; for they had, at that 
time the same names, as we learn from the history of 
the Acts of the Apostles." The writer then proceeds 
to remark upon the presbyters of Ephesus, Acts 20: 
17, who in verse 28 are called bishops. From this he 
goes on to speak of the instructions given to Titus, who 
was left in Crete, to ordain presbyters in every city ; but on 
being directed what persons to choose, he is told that "a 
bishop must be blameless," &;c. He then adverts to the 
fact, that the apostle speaks only of the two orders of bishr 
ops and deacons^ without any mention of presbyters ; and 
of the impossibility of supposing that several bishops could 
have borne rule in the same city. After this, he proceeds 
to say ; "jo that it is evident that he denominates the pres* 
byters bishops" ^^^ This sentiment he repeats in remarking 

"* Ilaai id xoT* a^jdv iniaiiXXei^ roTg Sh trig legajo^tVTig '^$fo»* 
fiivoig xal toXg dinb ro^Tbtv noifiaivofiivoig, dylovg y(jcQ 70{>g rov 
^amlofiaxog di^Kad'ivxag (Sivdfiaaev ^ iniaxunovg dk Toifg ngeu^ 
^vT^QOvg xakel^ difiipdjega yCtq ej/ov xut UxeXvov rbv xaiqbv t4 
dpdfiara, Kai jovio 'fi/iiag xal i^ libp Jlqd^eotiv laxoqia diddaxeti^ 
ElQi]Xij>g ydig 6 fiaxdQiog Aovxag^ ihg eig tiiv MlXriror ro^g 
*E(pialOiiP fiersfiifuffaTO TiQea^vriQOvg 6 S-eTog djidaroXog^ Xiyet 
xal rd ngdg aidtoi^g elgrj/iiva' Ttgoaix^'^^ Y^Q (f^ot^v kavtoTg xal 
navil TvoifzvlG)^ ip oi ifiag Id-era t6 nvsvfia tb ayiov iniax6novg^ 
noifialvsiv ti^y ixxXrjalav tov Xgiarov' xal 'ioi>g aidio-^ xal 
ngea^vTigovg xal inicrxdnovg ^pdfiaaev, Ovito xal iv nf 
ngbg.Tbv fiaxdgiov TItov iniaToXfji' dtdt rovio xaTilmdv as i» 
Kgi^lTTj, 2va xaraati^arig xaid ndhv ngecr^vrigovg^ ^g iytb a(H 
dv6Ta^6Lfirjv, Kal elnbp bitoiovg elvat XQ'^I toi)j x^igoiovovfii* 
vovg ^Trijyoye* del y&g tbv inlQx&itov 6,viyxXrjtoy ejvai^ &g 
Oeov dixirofiop, Kal irravd-a d.h dr^Xov tovto Tfenoit^xe' t&ig 

19* 
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Upon Phil. 2 : 25 ; where he says, that " those who, in the 
beginning of the epistle, are called bishops, evidently be- 
longed to the grade of the presbytery." The passage is 
given entire in the margin.!^ Again, 1 Tim. 3 : 1, he 
takes occasion to say, that the apostle " calls the presbyter 
a bishop, as we have had occasion to show in our commen- 
tary on the epistle to the Philippians."i^3 ^ 

The following commentary of the Greek scholiast, of 
a later date, shows that these views were still retained in 
the Eastern church. "Inasmuch as the custom of the 
New . Testament especially, of calling bishops presbyters, 
and presbyters bishops, seems to be silently neglected by 
many, it may be shown from Acts 20 : 17 ; and from the 
epistle to Titus ; and again, from that to the Philippians ; 
and, yet again, from the first epistle to Timothy. From 
the Acts the argument is as follows: — *From Miletus, Paul 
sent to Ephesus, and .called the presbyters of the church.' 
He called them not bishops ; but farther on, he says, * Over 
which the Holy Ghost hath made you bishops to feed the 
church.' — From the epistle to Titus, * Having established 
presbyters throughout the churches as I commanded you.' — 
From the epistle to the Philippians, * To those that are in 
Philippi with the bishop and deacons.' From the epistle 

ydiq inKTK6noig Toi^g diaxdvovg avvil^ev^e^ riav Ttqea^vjiqaiy otft 

noirjadfievog fivi^firjv dtXXtag te OTddh aidv re ^v noXXoi^g inur" 

x6novg filav n6Xiv no^naivBiv ^ ejvai driloy ot» joi^ fikv 

TtQsa^viigovg imax6novg ^v6fiaae,—Theodoretf Ep. ad PkiL, p. 
445, seq. Tomi. 3, ed. Halens. 

^^^Uokldi xal To{)TOv (Epapbrodibls^ xaroQ-d-tofiaxa die^ril&er 

(Paalus), o^x dideXq)dv fi6voy^ dXXdi xal avvBqybv. xai avarga" 

TKim^v dnoxaXiaag, j4n6(TToXov dh aiibv xixXrjxsv atiiby'^ 

T^y ^nifiiXeiav adi^v ifiTteTnaievfiivoy 6? £?**«* driXov or* 6n6 

70VT0V MXovv ol iv TCj ngooifilco xXjj&ivrsg inlcrxonotf jov 

ngea^vTSQlov 5rjXov6Ti> t^v T(i|*i' nXriqovvxBg, — Jb%d.f Ep. ad 
Tim,, p. 459, Tom. 3. 

*** ^ Enlanonov dh hvxavd-a rbv TtQea^iTSgor Xiyet, &g ri^v 
Ttgbg f^iXinnijalovg IniojoXiiv hgfirivsiovxeg dnedetSafiey,-^ 
Sfid,f p. 65S. 
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to Timothy the same may be inferred by analogy, when 
he says, * If a man desire the office of a bishop he desireth 
a good work; ' * A bishop must be blameless,' &c."^^^ 

This scholiast has but hinted at the argument from these 
passages, to which he refers, but he has said enough to show 
that the doctrine of the ministerial parity of bishops and 
presbyters was still maintained during the middle ages, in 
the Eastern church, and justly defended on the authority 
of the Scriptures. 

Elias, archbishop of Crete, A. D. 787, asserts the identity 
of bishops and presbyters ; and, in commenting upon 
Gregory Nazianzen, remarks, that this bishop, in the fifth 
century, was accustomed to denominate presbyters, bishops^ 
antistiteSj ipaking no distinction betweeti them; — a cir- 
cumstance which this scholiast has noticed in many pas- . 
sages from Gregory. ^^^ 

It is truly remarkable how long, and how distinctly, 
these views of the original sameness of bishops and pres- 
byters were retained on the church. Isidorus Hispalensis, 
bishop of Seville in Spain, in the seventh century, aiid 

^**' ETteiSii Xavd'dvsi roiig noXXoi>g -^ avv/^&eia^ fiahaTu t^j 
naivtig diad'i^xijg, roitg imaxdnovg ngeafivTiQOvg dvojLtdl^ovcra 
. xal Toifg nqea^vxiqovg iniaxdnovg, arjfiSKoiioy rovjo ivrevd-sr 
xal 6X Trig ngdg TLx(Sv iniajoXrig^ hi dk xal nqbg ^ikiTTntj^ 
alovg xal ix trig nqbg TiudOsov TTQiaiT^g, [Ex flip orbv jthv 
ngd^atv ivTBv&ey icril neiad-rivai negl joviov, yiyganiai, ydtq 
. oi)rwg* '/?x 5h Trig MiX^xov nifiipag eig^Ecpeuov fiexexaXiaato 
roi>g TtQeapVTiQOvg t^j ixxXr^alag, Kal o^x efgijxe Toi)^ iniuxin , 
novg, elia inupiqsi* iv cj iJ^fig ii> nvevfta rd uyiov hS'STO emtr^ 
jtdnovg/ aoifialveiv t^v ixxXrjalav, 'Ex dk trig ngdg TltOM . 
inttiToXrig' Karaaj'/icreig xaidi n6Xiv Ttgea^vxigovg^ (bg iytb 'ffb$ 
diexa^<jcfi.6v, 'Ex dh trig ngbg fPiXtTtnTjalovg* ToTg oljaiv jSp 
0iXlnnoig (Tweniaxdnoig xal 8iax6voig, OJfiai dk, ot* ix tr^ 
ngoxigag ngbg Tifxb&eov dLvaXoyiudfjiEvog tovxo ixXa^sTv Si ttg 
ydg^ (prjcri^ trig iTnaxonrig dgiysxat^ xaXov %gyov ini-d'VfieT, del 

ol)v tbv inlGxonov &v67iiX^7txov cIi^a^.-.^itedbyRothe&omSalmft- 
sias, Episcop. et Presb., p. 13. 

145 Greg. Nta,, Tom. %, p. 890. Ed. Colon. 1690. Alio Ed. BasU. . 
1571, pp. 262, 264. 
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one of the most learned men of that age, copies with ap- 
probation the authority of Jerome given above, as an ex- 
pression of his own sentiments. He may accordingly be 
regarded as expressing the sentiments of the Western 
church at this time. 

The views of the church at Alexandria, in the tenth 
century, have already been expressed in the extract from 
Eutychius given above. 

Bernaldus Constantiensis, about A. D. 1088, a learned 
monk, and a zealous defender of Gregory VII, after citing 
Jerome, continues : " Inasmuch, therefore, as bishops- and 
presbyters were anciently the same, without doubt they 
had power to loose and to bind, and to do other acts which 
are now the special prerogatives of the bishop. But after 
the presbyters began to be restricted by Episcopal pre- 
eminence, what was formerly lawful for them became un- 
lawful. Ecclesiastical authority having delegated such 
prerogatives to the prelates alone." ^^ 

Even pope Urban II, 1091, says, — " We regard deacons 
and presbyters as belonging to the sacred order, since these 
are the only orders which the primitive church is said to 
have had. For these only have we apostolical authority." 1^7 

Gratian again, a benedictine, eminent for his learning 
and talents, a century later, adopts all the passages cited 
above from Jerome, ad Tit. IM^ 

Nicholas Tudeschus, archbishop of Panorma, about A. 

148 Quum igitur presbyteri et episcopi untiquitus, idem fuisse legantur 
etiam eandem ligandi atquc solvendi potestatem, et alia nanc episcopis 
■pecialia, habuisse non dubitantur. Postquam antem presbyteri ab epis- 
c<^>ali excellentia cohibiti sunt, coepit eis non licere quod licuit, videUcit 
quod ecclcsiastica auctoritas soils pontificibus exequendum delegavit.— 
Jh Presbyterorum officio tract , in Monmentorum res Allemannorum illus- 
trant. S. Bias, 1792, 4to. Tom. 2, 384 seq. 

147 Sacros autcm ordines ducimus diaconatum et presbyteratum. Hoc 
siqoidem solos primitiva icgitur ecclcsia habuisse ; super his solum pre- 
ceptum habemus apostoli. — Cone. BenererUf an. 1090, can. 1. 

i« (DiBt XCV., c. 5.) Epiit ad Evangel., (Dist XCin., c. 24.) and 
laidori Hist, (Dist. XXI., c. 1 ) 
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D. 1428, says : — " Formerly presbyters governed the church 
in common, and ordained the clergy M^ 

It is perhaps still more remarkable that even the papal 
canonist, Jo. Paul Launcelot, A. D. 1570, introduces the 
passage of Jerome without any attempt to refute it.^^o 

Thus through all the middle ages during the proudest 
ascendency of prelatical power, the doctrine of the original 
equality of bishops and presbyters, remained an acknowl- 
edged sentiment in the Roman Catholic church, attested 
by a succession of the most learned of her clergy. 

Gieseler remarks, " That the distinction between the 
divine and the ecclesiastical appointment, institution was 
of less importance in the middle ages than in the modem 
catholic church, and this view of the original identity of 
bishops and presbyters, was of no practical importance. 
It was not till after the Reformation that it was attacked. 
Michael de Medina, about A. D. 1570, does not hesitate 
to assert that those fathers were essentially heretics; but 
adds, that out of respect for these fathers, this heresy in 
them is not to be condemned. Bellarmine declares this a 
* very inconsiderate sentiment.' Thenceforth all Catholics, 
as well as English Episcopalians, maintain an original 
difierence between bishop and presbyter. "^^^ 

i^ Saper prima parte Primi, cap. b, ed. Lugdun, 1543, fol. 1126. Olim 
presbyteri in commune regebant ecclesiam et ordinabant sacerdotes. 

180 Institutt. juris Canon., Lib. 1, Tit. 21, $ 3. 

181 Comp. especially Petavii dc ecclesiastica hicrarchia Lib. 6, and 
dissertatt. thcologic. Lib. 1, in his theolog. dogmat. Tom. 4, p. 164. 
On the other side, Wcdomt Messalini (Claud. Salmasii) diss, de episcopis 
et presbyteris. Lugd. Bat. 1641 , 8vo. Dav. Blondelli apologia pro sententia 
Hieronymi de episcopis et presbyteris. Amstelod. 1616, 4to. Against 
these Henr, Hammondus dissertatt. IV., quibus episcopatus jura ex sacra 
Bcriptura et prima antiquitate adstruunter. Lond. 1651. The controvenjr 
was long continued. On the side of the Episcopalians, Jo. Pearsotij OvSL 
Beveri4ge, Henr, Dodweli, Jos, Binghanif Jac. Usserhu. On that of the 
Pr^sbytenans, Jo..DaZ2aeu«, Camp, VUringa; also the Lutherans, Jooeft. 
WU^mdi ^t\ Herni, Boehmer, Jo. Franc, Buddeut, Ckri&l. MaXk, 
^i^, etc.^^fepmp: Jo. PkiL GoUer de episcopifl primae ecdeaiae Cbrift 
eoriim^e.'eiigili0 diss. Jenae, 1805, 4to. 



f • 



.' 



S26 THE PRDOTtVB CHUBCH. 

In view of the whole course of the argument, then, have 
we not good and sufficient reasons, for refusing the Episco- 
pal claim of an original distinction between bishops and 
presbyters, as a groundless assumption ? It has been dis- 
owned by prelates, bishops, and learned controversialists, 
and commentators, both in the Eastern and Western 
<:hurches, of every age down to the sixteenth century. It 
was unknown to those early fathers, who lived nearest to 
the apostolical age, some of whom were the immediate 
successors of the apostles. It was wholly unauthorized by 
the apostles themselves. On the contrary, they assign to 
bishops and presbyters the same specific duties. They re- 
quire in both the same qualifications. They address them 
by the same names and titles interchangeably and indis- 
criminately. Are bishops and presbyters, not then, one 
and the same ? — the same in office, in honor, in power, 
in all the prerogatives, rights and privileges of those pas- 
tors and teachers, to whom the apostles, at their decease, 
resigned the churches, for the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ ? Or must we believe that the presbyter after all 
is a mere subaltern of the bishop ; ordained of God to per- 
form only the humbler offices of the ministry, and to supply 
the bishop's lack of service ? Must we believe, moreover, 
that the bishop, this honored and most important dignitary 
of the church, in whom all clerical grace centres, and 
through whose hands alone, all that authority and power 
Las been transmitted, which is essential to the perpetuity 
of the ministry and the just administration of the ordi- 
nances, — that this important functionary is but a nameless 
nondescript, known by no title, represented by no person 
or class of persons in the apostolical churches, and having 
no distinct, specific duties prescribed in the New Testament? 
All this may be asserted and re-affirmed, as a thousand 
times it has been ; but it can never be proved. It must 
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be received, if received at all, with blind credulity; not on 
reasonable evidence. Verily this vaunting of high-church 
Episcopacy is an insult to reason; — a quiet complacent 
assumption, which makes ** implicit faith the highest dem- 
onstration." If any such assertor of these absurd pre- 
tensions finds himself disquieted, at any time, by the re- 
newed remonstrances of Scripture, truth and reason, to 
repel these impertinent intruders, and restore the equilibrium 
of his mind, he has only to " shake his head and tell them 
how superior after all is faith to logic ! " 

The foregoing chapters give us an outline of that eccle- 
siastical organization which the churches received from 
the hands of the apostles, and which was continued in the 
primitive church for some time succeeding the apostolic 
age. The government is altogether popular. The sove- 
reign authority is vested in the people. From them all 
the laws originate; through them they are administered. 
The government guarantees to all its members the enjoy- 
ment of equal rights and privileges, secures to them the 
right of private judgment, and admits of their intervention 
in all its public afifairs. It extends to all the right of suf- 
frage. Each community is an independent sovereignty, 
subject to no other ecclesiastical jurisdiction contrary to 
their own free-will. Their confessions, formularies and 
terms of communion are formed according to their own 
interpretation of the laws of God ; and if the deportment 
of any one is subject to impeachment, the case is decided 
by the impartial verdict of his brethren. Their officers 
are few ; and their ministers, equal in rank and in power, 
are the servants, not the lords, of the people. The entire 
polity of the apostolical and primitive churches was framed 
on the principles, not of a monarchical hierarchy, but of a pop- 
ular and elective government. In one word, it was a repub- 
lican government administered with republican simplicity. 
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This exhibition of the first organization of the Christian 
church suggests a variety of reflections, some of which 
we must be permitted, before closing this view of the apos- 
tolical and primitive church, to suggest to the consideration 
of the reader. 

REMARKS. 

1. The primitive church was organized, purely a religious 
society. 

It had for its object only the great interests of morality 
and religion. It interfered not with the secular or private 
pursuits of its members, except so far as they relate to the 
great end for which the church was formed, — the pro- 
motion of pure and undefiled religion. Whenever the 
Christian church has let itself down to mingle or interfere 
with the secular pursuits of men, the only result has been 
her own disgrace and the dishonor of the great cause 
which she was set to defend. 

2. It employed only moral means for the accomplishment 
of religious ends. 

The apostles sought by kind and tender entreaty to 
reclaim the wandering. They taught the church to do 
the same ; and to separate the unworthy from their com- 
munion. But they gave no countenance to the exercise 
of arbitrary authority over the conduct or the consciences 
of men. They neither allowed themselves, nor the church, 
to exercise any other authority than that of the word of 
God and of Christ, enforced by instruction, by counsel, and 
by admonition. They had ever before them the beautiful 
image of a religious fraternity, united together in the bonds 
of faith and mutual aflection, and striving together in 
purity and in love for the promotion of godliness becoming 
Christian men. 

3. This church was at first free from all entanglement 
with the state. 
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It had no affinity to the existing forms of state govern- 
ment, nor any connection with them. It vested the church 
power in the only appropriate source of all social power, — 
in the people. It is only in this voluntary system, in which 
neither state power nor church power can interfere with 
the religious convictions of men, that the church of Christ 
finds an asylum for the preservation of its purity and the 
exercise of its legitimate influence. 

But the church soon hegan to he assimilated to the 
form of the existing civil governments, and in the end a 
" hierarchy of bishops, metropolitans, and patriarchs arose, 
corresponding to the graduated rank of the civil adminis- 
tration. Ere-long the Roman bishop assumed pre-eminence 
above all others." ^^ United with the civil authority in its 
interests, assimilated to that power in its form of govern- 
ment, and secularized in spirit, the church, under Constan- 
tino and his successors, put off its high and sacred charac- 
ter, to become a part of the machinery of state government. 
It first truckled to the low arts of state policy, and then, 
with insatiable ambition, assumed at last the supreme 
control of all power, human and divine. 

4. It is another advantage of the system of the primitive 
church, that it was fitted for any form of government, and 
for any state of society. 

Voluntary and simple in their organization, entirely re- 
moved from all connection with the civil government, with 
no confederate relations among themselves, and seeking 
only by the pure precepts of religion to persuade men in ev- 
ery condition to lead quiet and holy lives, these Christian 
societies were adapted to any state of society and any 
form of government. This primitive Christianity com- 
mended itself, with equal facility, to the rich and the poori 
the learned and the unlearned, the high and the low; 
whether it addressed itself to the soldier, the fisherman or 

»3 Ranke's Hist of the Popes, Eng. Trani., Vol. I, p. 29. 
20 
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the peasant, it equally suited their condition. It gathered 
into its communion converts from every form of govern- 
ment, of every species of superstition, and of every cX)ndi- 
tion in life, and by its wholesome truths and simple rites 
trained them up for eternal life. Stern and uncompromising 
in its purity and simplicity, it stood aloof from all other 
forms, both of government and of religion. It neither 
sought favor from the paganism of the Gentile, nor the 
prejudice of the Jew ; nor yielded compliance to the des- 
potism of Rome, or the democracy of Greece, while it 
could live and flourish under either government and in any 
state of society. Can the same be said with equal propri- 
ety of Episcopacy? Are its complicated forms and cere- 
monials, its robes and vestments, its rituals, and all its 
solemn pomp, equally adapted to every state of religious 
feeling, or suited alike to refined society, and to rude and 
rustic life? In its complicated forms of government, are 
all its grades of office, its diocesan and metropolitan con- 
federacies, and its absolute, monarchical powers, equally 
congenial to every kind of civil government ? 

5, It subjected the clergy to salutary restraints by bring- 
ing them, in their official character, under the watch of the 
church. 

The apostles, as we have already seen, recognized their 
own accountability to the church. This continued after- 
wards to be an established principle in the primitive church. 
The consciousness that their whole life was open to the 
judicial inspection of those to whom they ministered, and 
by whom they were most intimately known, could not fail 
to create in the clergy a salutary circumspection, the re- 
straints of which an independent ministry under another 
system can never feel. 

6. It served to guard them also against the workings of 
an unholy ambition, a thirst for office, and the love of 
power. 
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This thought is necessarily implied in the preceding, 
but it is of such importance that it deserves a dis- 
tinct consideration. Those disgraceful contests for prefer- 
ment, the recital of which crowds the page of ancient 
history, belong to a later and a different ecclesiastical 
polity. 

7. It was adapted also to guard the clergy against a 
mercenary spirit. 

The vast revenue of a church-establishment, and the 
princely annuities of its incumbents, offer an incentive to 
this sordid passion which Paul in his poverty could never 
have felt, and which none can ever feel, who receive no 
more than a humble competence, as a voluntary offering at 
the hands of those for whom they labor. 

8. The system was well suited to guard the church from 
the evils of a sectarian spirit. 

In the church of Christ were Jews, jealous for the law 
of their fathers. There were also Greeks, who, independent 
of the Mosaic economy, had received the gospel and become 
Christians, without being Jews in spirit. Had now the 
church assumed the form of a national establishment, with 
its prescribed articles of faith, its ritual, agenda, &c., it is 
difficult to conceive how the opposing views of these dif- 
ferent parties could have been harmonized. The older 
apostles, with the Jews, might have maintained with greater 
firmness their Jewish prejudice as they observed the pure 
direction of Christianity in Paul and his Gentile converts, 
who again might have been more determined in their op- 
position to a Judaizing spirit. So that these germinating 
differences might have ended in an irreconcilable opposition. 
As it was, this disturbing influence was strongly manifested 
in all the churches, so that it required all the wisdom and 
influence of the apostles to unite their Christian converts 
in an organization so simple as that which they did 
establbh. 
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9. It left the apostles and pastors free to pursue their 
great work, without let or hindrance from ecclesiastical 
authority or partizan zeal. 

It allowed free scope for the fervid zeal of the early pro- 
mulgators of the gospel of Christ, and permitted them to 
range at large in their missionary tours for the conversion 
of men, unrestrained by the rules of ecclesiastical authority 
or canonical laws. An explanation, given and received in 
the spirit of mutual confidence, reconciled the brethren 
whose prejudice was excited by the preaching of Peter to 
the Gentiles. The unhappy division between Paul and 
Barnabas ended in the furtherance of the gospel, both be- 
ing at liberty, notwithstanding this sinful infirmity, to 
prosecute their labors for the salvation of men without 
being arrested by the bans of the hierarchy, or trammelled 
by ecclesiastical jealousy lest the souls, whom one or the 
other should win to Christ, might chance not to have been 
canonically converted. 

10. The order of the primitive church was calculated to 
preserve peace and harmony among the clergy. 

One in rank and power, and holding the tenure of their 
office at the will of their people, they had few temptations, 
comparatively, to engage in strife one with another for 
preferment ; or to repine at the advancement of one of their 
number, who by his superior qualifications was promoted 
to some commanding post of usefulness above them. 

I know indeed that Jerome assigns the origin of Epis- 
copacy to the ambitious contentions of the clergy in the 
primitive church ; as though this were an expedient to heal 
their divisions. Now, if this be so, I have only to say, 
that the remedy proved to be infinitely worse than the 
evil which it would cure. All the ecclesiastical historians 
of antiquity most fully and strongly attest the fact, that 
after the rise of diocesan Episcopacy, and the establish- 
ment of the various grades of the hierarchy, the spirit of 
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faction rose high among the clergy. Insatiable ambition 
possessed all orders among the priesthood, raging like a 
pestilence through their several ranks. The age of Con- 
stantino and his successors, within which the system of 
prelacy was matured, was pre-eminently the age of clerical 
ambition. 

" In the age we speak of, which seems too justly styled 
ambitionis saeculum, the age of ambition, — though those, 
whose designs agree with the humor of it, have esteemed 
it most imitable — scarce any in the church could keep 
their own, that had any there greater than themselves ; 
some bishops, and not only the presbyters found it so, 
the great still encroaching upon those, whose loioer condi- 
tion made them obnoxious to the ambition and usurpation 
of the more potent. 

"In that unhappy time, what struggling was there 
in bishops of all sorts for more greatness and larger 
power! What tugging at councils and court for these 
purposes ! " i^ 

Socrates, the ecclesiastical historian, A. D. 439, alleges 
that he has intermingled the history of the wars of those 
times, as a relief to the reader, that he may not be continu- 
ally detained with the ambitious contentions, q>ilovixtq^ of 
the bishops, and their plots and counter-plots against each 
other. 1^ But more of this hereafter. 

11. It was also happily suited to bless the people with 
an useful and efficient jninistry. 

Select a few from among their ministerial brethren, exalt 
them to the high places of Episcopal power, encircle them 
with the mitre, the robe, and all the " paraphernalia of 
pontifical dignity," enthrone them securely in authority, 
settle them quietly in their palaces to enjoy the ample 
benefices of an irresponsible office ; and, however gratify- 

^** Clarkaon't FrimitiTo Episcopacj, j^. 14S, 148, 
^M Introduction to Lib. 5. 

20* 
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ing may be the favors which you have bestowed, you have 
done little to advance their ministerial usefulness. 

Besides, the days of a bishop's activity and usefulness 
soon pass away, but his office still remains. Though 
passed into "the sear and yellow leaf of age," he bears 
his blushing honors still upon him. In the circumstances 
of the case, indeed, he can scarcely be expected to resign 
his office ; neither can he, it would seem, even if he would, 
"when once made bishop, and when he has thus received 
the indelible, invisible mark of Episcopal grace, he is ab- 
solutely shut up to the necessity of continuing in office, 

however unworthy or unfit he may prove or find himself 
to be." 155 

What an incumbrance to the ministrations of the truth 
as it is in Jesus, again, are the forms, and rites, and 
observances of the Episcopal service. Here are thirty-six 
festivals, and (me hundred fasts, annually claiming the 
attention of the preacher. Then there is the "holy 
catholic church;" the mysteries of the sacraments, bap- 
tismal regeneration, and the awful presence in the elements 
of the eucharist; the holy order of bishops; "the ascending 
orders of the hierarchy;" "the most excellent liturgy;" the 
validity of Episcopal ordination, " covenant mercies," and I 
know not what, all pressing their claims on the attention of 
the Episcopal minister, and demanding a place in the 
ministrations of the pulpit. 

»* Constit. and Canons of Prot. Epis. Church, pp. 301, 303. " So far/' 
says Dr. Hawks, *' as our research has extended, this law is without a pre- 
cedent in the history of the Christian church. We may be mistaken, 
but we believe that ours is the first church in Christendom, that ever 
legislated for the express purpose of preventing Episcopal resignations 3 
for this canon prescribes so many restrictions, that the obstacles render 
it almost impossible for a bishop to lay down his jurisdiction. The matter 
is one which the practice of the church has heretofore left to be settled 
between God and the conscience of the bishops 3 and it may well be 
questioned, whether it be not best in all cases, there to leave it."-— Cited 
,firom SmyWa Ecd. RepublicanUm, p. 167. 
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Add to these the sublimer doctrines of prelacy. Let him 
begin to rave about apostolic succession, divine right, pos- 
tures, attitudes, " wax candles, altar-cloths, chaplets, crosses, 
crucifixes, and mummery of all kinds," — and can it be diffi- 
cult to conjecture what place the great doctrine of Christ 
and him crucified must have in the teachings of such a 
ministry, or what efficacy it may have in winning souls to 
Christ by the preaching of the truth as it is in Jesus? 
So it was with the ancient church. " No one can read the 
writings of the fathers, without feeling that they gradually 
became more intent on the circumstantials of religion than 
on the essence of it; more solicitous about the modes in 
which religious duties should be performed, than about the 
spirit of them. It is all over with religion when this is the 
case." 

But how different from all this was the ministry of 
Christ and of the apostles. Armed with the panoply of 
heaven, — the word of God alone, the sword of the Spirit, — 
the first promulgators of the Christian religion went forth, 
conquering and to conquer. By the simple instrumentality 
of the word, mighty through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds, they quickly spread the triumphs of the cross 
through every land, and carried their conquests up even to 
the very throne of the Caesars. Be ours a religion that 
creates and enjoys such a ministry. 

12. This primitive system serves to make an efficient 
laity. 

Instead of excluding them from the concerns of the 
church, like many other forms of church government, and 
requiring of them chiefly to attend to their forms of wor- 
ship, and pay their taxes, this primitive system of ecclesi- 
astical polity devolves upon the members of the church the 
duties of discipline, and the care of the church. It trains 
them to live and to care for the interests of religion. It 
quickens their graces, by calling them into habitual exer- 
cise. It gives an efficient practical character to their 
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religion. Look to the Moravian brethren, or to the 
churches of America which have the closest resemblance 
to this primitive organization. Observe them in the pri- 
vate walks of life. Look at their efficiency in missionary 
operations, their noble charities, and their generous labors 
in every department of Christian benevolence. They are 
not merely devout worshippers within the church, and 
decent moralists without, but notoriously, eminently, intelli- 
gent, efficient, liberal. They serve God as well as worship 
him. Not content merely to cultivate the private virtues 
of the Christian, the laity have the habit of counselling and 
acting for the church and for their fellow-men, which gives 
to their religion an enterprising, practical, business charac- 
ter. An absolute government, on the other hand, whether 
civil or religious, which separates the people from ail 
participation in its administration, forms in them the habit 
of living and caring only for themselves ; and the result is 
a retiring, negative character, a servile, selfish spirit. The 
impress of a despotic government upon the character of a 
people is as clear as the light of the sun in the heavens; 
and, so long as like causes produce similar effects, the 
results of a spiritual despotism may be seen in an inactive, 
inefficient laity. Noble examples to the contrary there 
may be, just as in all the private walks of life there may 
be individuals of generous impulses and lofty aspirations, 
who burst away from the thraldom of their condition, and 
rise superior to the enervating, depressing influences, 
which act disastrously upon men of ordinary minds. But 
the general character of any people is moulded and formed 
by the government, civil and religious, under which they 
live. 

Of drones, monks, sinecurists, and cloistered Christians 
even, content in seclusion to cultivate merely the retired 
virtues of private life, careless of a world lying in wicked- 
ness, so they may themselves but safely be raised to heaven 
at last^ — of all such the church has had enough. But the 
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true church of Christ demands men who shall not forget to 
do good, and to communicate to all men as they may have 
opportunity.^^ Her present emergencies call for working- 
tnen, in the best sense of the phrase ; men who shall live, 
not unto themselves but for their Lord and Master, and for 
the souls which he has redeemed by his own blood. And 
that is the best religious system, which trains, in the hap- 
piest manner and in greatest numbers, such working-men 
for the church of Christ. 

"When every good Christian, thoroughly acquainted 
with all those glorious privileges of sanctification and 
adoption, which render him more sacred than any dedi- 
cated altar or element, shall be restored to his right in the 
church, and not excluded from such place of spiritual 
government as his Christian abilities and his approved 
good life in the eye and testimony of the church shall 
prefer him to, this and nothing sooner will open his eyes 
to a wise and true valuation of himself, which is so requi- 
site and high a point of Christianity, and will stir him up 

^^ The superior liberality and enterprise of those religious denomina- 
tions now under consideration, is noticed by a correspondent in a late 
number of the Episcopal Recorder. 

'' O, that we had the zeal of some other denominations of ChristiaiiSy 
against whom we too often boast ourselves, but whose liberality puts oar 
penuriousness to open shame. It is but a few days since a single firm ia 
this city, consisting of three members, gave 515,000 to sustain the Presby- 
terian Theological Seminary of New York, yet Bishop Mcllvaine, wanting 
little more than this same sum, to relieve one of the noblest of the insti- 
tutions of our church, has to beg from city to city, from rich to poor, and 
is at this moment in anxious suspense whether his mission may not faU, 
because men are lovers of their own selves, instead of being constrained 
by the love of Christ to give freely of what they have so freely received. 
It may be stated as a humiliating fact, showing the low estate of our 
church, that no sum above ^250 has yet been received from any one in aid 
of Kenyon College, though numbers reside in this city who could cancel 
the debt themselves, and never feel the loss of so trifling a sum. When 
shall we see men awakening to a sense of their responsibility and their 
stewardship to God 7 When shall we hear them exclaim, with Zaccheus, 
' Lord, the half of my gooda I give to the poor.' ''— JE^. lUc., Oct 21, 
1843. 
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to walk worthy the honorable and grave employment 
wherewith God and the church hath dignified him ; not 
fearing lest he should meet with some outward holy thing 
in religion, which his lay touch or presence might profane, 
but lest something unholy from within his own heart 
should dishonor and profane in himself that priestly 
unction and clergy-right whereto Christ hath entitled him. 
Then would the congregation of the Lord soon recover the 
true likeness and visage of what she is indeed, a holy 
generation, a royal priesthood, a saintly communion, the 
household and city of God. And this I hold to be another 
considerable reason why the functions of church govern- 
ment ought to be free and open to any Christian man, 
though never so laic, if his capacity, his faith, and prudent 
demeanor commend him. And this the apostles warrant 
us to do." 157 

13. Such a system of religion as that we have been 
contemplating, harmonizes with, and fosters our free insti- 
tutions. 

There is a harmony between government and religion. 
There is a mutual relation and adaptation between our 
free, republican government and a popular ecclesiastical 
organization, like that of the apostolical and primitive 
church. Such a system harmonizes with our partialities 
and prejudices; it coincides with our national usages; it is 
congenial to all our civil institutions. This is a considera- 
tion of great importance. It is enough of itself to outweigh, 
a thousand-fold, all that prelacy ever dreamed of in its own 
favor. Indeed, the spiritual despotism of that system, its 
absolute monarchical powers, constitute one strong objec- 
tion to it. It is the religion of despots and tyrants. Such 
the papal form of it has always been ; and such, we cannot 
doubt, is still one inherent characteristic of high, exclusive 
Episcopacy, however it may be modified by circumstances. 
The church of England, from the time of its establishment, 

w Milton's Proee Works, Vol. I, p. 167. 
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says Macanlay, " continued to be, for more than one hun- 
dred and fifty years, the servile handmaid of monarchy, 
the steady enemy of public liberty." ^^ James, the tyrant 
of that age, uniformly silenced every plea in behalf of the 
Poritans, with the significant exclamation, " No bishop no 
king." So indispensable is the hierarchy to a monarchy. 
But in a free republic it is a monstrous anomaly. 

On the other hand, be it remembered, "the New Testa- 
ment is emphatically a republican book. It sanctions no 
privileged orders ; it gives no exclusive rights. All, who 
imbibe its spirit and obey its precepts, are recognized as 
equals ; children of the same Father ; brethren and sisters 
in Christ, and heirs to a common inheritance. In the spirit 
of these kind and endearing relations, the first Christians 
formed themselves into little republican communities, 
acknowledging no head but Jesus Christ, and regulating 
all their concerns by mutual consultation and a popular 
vote of the brotherhood. In these distinct and independent 
societies was realized for the first time in this world the 
perfect idea of civil and religious liberty. 

"The Puritans imbibed the same spirit, and derived 
their principles from the same pure source of light, of 
holiness and freedom. They modeled their churches 
after the primitive form, and founded them on the basis 
of entire independence and equality of rights. Twice in 
their native land had they saved the British constitution 
from being crushed by the usurpations of the Stuarts ; and 
Hume, who was never backward to reproach both their 
character and their principles, is compelled to acknowledge 
that what of liberty breathes in that constitution is to be 
ascribed to the influence of the Puritans.^^^ These were the 

1B6 Miscellanies, Boston ed., I, p. 249. 

iM " So absolute, indeed, was the authority of the crown, that the precious 
spark of liberty had been kindled and was preserved by the Puritans ; and 
it was to this sect, whose principles appear so fnroioaB, and habits so 
ridiculous, that the English owe the whole freedom of their constitution." 
Again, " It was only daring the next nenentioa that tke seble principles of 
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men who settled New-England. They came here bearing 
in their bosoms the sacred love of liberty and religion; and 
ere they left the little bark that had borne them across the 
ocean, they formed themselves 4nto a civil body politic,' 
having for its basis this fundamental principle, that they 
shxmld be nded by the majority. Here is brought out the 
grand idea of a free, elective government. Here is the 
germ of that tree of liberty which now rears its lofty top to 
the heavens, spreading its branches over the length and 
breadth of our land, and under whose shade seventeen 
millions of freemen are reposing. The spirit of all our 
free, civil, and religious institutions was in the breasts of 
our pilgrim fathers. 

" How striking is the resemblance between the churches 
planted by the apostles, and those established in this land 
by our venerated fathers? Well may we believe them, 
when they say, that the primitive, apostolic churches were 
the only pattern they had in their eye in organizing the 
churches of New-England. They certainly well under- 
stood their pattern, and were singularly happy in imitating 
it." 160 

"Many more graceful and more winning forms of 
human nature there have been, and are, and shall be; 
many men, many races there are, and have been, and shall 
be, of more genial dispositions, more tasteful accomplish- 
ments, a quicker eye for the beautiful of art and nature, less 
disagreeably absorbed, less gloomily careful and troubled 
about the mighty interests of the spiritual being, or of the 

commonwealth But where, in the long series of ages 

that furnish the matter of history, was there ever one, — 
where one, better fitted by the possession of the highest 
traits of man, to do the noblest work of man ; better fitted 

liberty took root, and spreading themselves under the shelter of Puritanical 
absurdities, became fashionable among the people.^'— -//uiim'x Eng.fVoLV, 
pp. 183, 469. 
>«> Hawen'i Tribute to the Memoiy of the PUgrimi, pp. 61-^, 83, Si. 
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to consummate and establish the Seformation, — to saTe 
the English constitution, at its last gasp, from the fate of 
other European constitutions, and prepare, on the granite 
and iced mountain summits of the new world, a still better 
rest for a still better liberty ?*' 

In conclusion, we would acknowledge, with devout grati- 
tude to God, the rich inheritance which we have received 
from our puritan forefathers, in the religious institutions 
which they have transmitted to us. 

They have given us a religion, more allied, both in spirit 
and in form, to scriptural Christianity, than any other that 
has ever arisen upon the world, — a religion, more abundant 
in blessings, and more to be prized than any other; a 
religion, from which the whole American system, with all 
its institution's, social, civil and religious, has arisen. Our 
pilgrim fathers, while 'at anchor off our coast, and before 
they set foot upon these shores, after solemn prayer to the 
God of nations, entered mutually into a social compact, on 
board the Mayflower, to establish a government here " for 
the glory of God and the advancement of the Christian 
faith." With this intent they landed and entered upon 
their great work, as if conscious of their high, destiny,! 
reared up of God to establish and extend the principles o£ 
civil and religious freedom which they had so nobly defended 
in their father-land. There they had freely bled, and suf- 
fered the loss of all things in their inflexible- adherence to 
these. principles. Harassed and wearied, but not dismayed, 
by their continual bonds, imprisonments, and persecutions 
at home, and by their exile abroad, they resolved to seek 
an asylum in the wilderness of the new world, where, in 
peaceful seclusion, they might establish a government for 
the glory of God and the advancement of the -Christian 
faith. The Bible was their statute-book ; and their religion,, 
that, primitive Christianity which God gave to the world 
through the iQedium of our Lord and his apostles. la 

21 
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fulfilment of their design, their first care was to set up the 
tabernacle of the Lord in this wilderness.. They erected 
the church, and fast by this the school-house; then the 
court-house, the academy, the college, while yet they were 
of one faith and one nams. No other form of religion was 
known, in this land of the pilgrims, until the great principles 
of the American system were developed, and established 
here by our puritan forefathers. 

The truth is, they were no" ordinary men. They lived 
for no ordinary purpose. They were the most remarkable 
men which the world has ever produced. They lived for 
a nobler end, for a higher destiny than any that have ever 
lived. These are the men to whom New-England owes 
her religion, with all the blessings, social, civil, and 
literary, that follow in its train. These are the venerable 
men whose blood still flows in our veins, and into whose 
inheritance we have entered. Peace to their silent shades. 
Fragrant as the breath of morning be their memory. The 
winds of two centuries have swept over their graves. The 
effiicing hand of time has well nigh worn away the perish- 
able monuments which may have marked the spot where 
sleeps their honored dust. But they still live. They live 
in the immortal principles which they taught; — in the 
enduring institutions which they established. They live 
in the remembrance of a grateful posterity; and they will 
live on, through all time, in the gratitude of unborn gene- 
rations, who, in long succession, shall rise up and call 
them blessed. And shall we, "who keep the graves, and 
bear the names, and boast the blood" of these men, disown 
their church, or cast out as evil, and revile their religion ? 
No ; by the memory of these noble men ; by their holy 
lives, their heavenly principles, their sacred institutions; 
by the sustaining strength which they themselves are still 
giving to our own freedom, and to the great cause of civil 
and religious liberty throughout the earth, — let us never 
give up the religion of our forefathers. No, never; never! 
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Bat we have seen of late years several young men, of 
a certain cast of character, annually straying away from 
the fold of their fathers, and coldly rejecting their own 
religions birthright, in exchange for a more imposing ritual, 
encumbered with a mass of anti-scriptural ceremonials, and 
withal, sadly deficient in the means of spiritual improve- 
ment. And other young aspirants there may be, recreant 
to the faith of their fathers, and eager to follow in the foot- 
steps of their apostatizing predecessors. Well, be it so. If 
there be any who find themselves seized with a desire to 
forsake the altar and communion of their fathers, and to 
consign their sainted ancestors, together with their kindred 
according to the flesh, and their brethren in Christ, with 
whom they have often sat at the table of the Lord, — the 
very lambs of the flock it may be, whom they themselves 
have gathered into the fold of Christ, and sought gently to 
lead in the path of life, — if, I say, they can now leave all these, 
with "cool atrocity," to " unco venan ted mercy," — if such be 
the humor of their mind, be it so ; but if they have yet an 
ear to hear, there is a voice of gentle admonition to which 
they do well to give heed. From the dying lips of puritan 
ancestry it calls to them in tones of kind but earnest 
remonstrance, " We do earnestly testify that^ if any who 
are given to change, do rise up to unhinge the well 
established churches in this land, it will be the duty and 
interest of the churches to examine whether the men of 
this trespass are more prayerful, more zealous, more pa- 
tient, more heavenly, more universally conscientious, and 
harder students and belter scholars, and more willing to be 
informed and advised, than those great and good men who 
left unto the churches what they now enjoy. If they be 
not so, it will be wisdom to forbear pulling down, with 
their own hands, the houses of God which were built by 
their wiser fathers, until they have better satisfaction." i** 

iM Rev. Jolm HiggtBMa and fUv. WiUiua Hnbbud. 



CHAPTER VII. 

RISE OF EPISCOPACY. 

At what period of time the republican principle, in the 
church, began to give place to the aristocratic and monarchi- 
cal element, is not distinctly known. It is, however, ad- 
mitted by Dean Waddington, " that the spirit of religion 
and the first government of the church was popular;" 
and that " the Episcopal government was clearly not yet 
established," at the close of the first century when Clement 
wrote. Biddle makes essentially the same concession; 
and with him many other Episcopalians. Such, indeed, 
seems to be the acknowledged opinion of that class of this 
denomination who disclaim the doctrine of the divine right 
of Episcopacy. 

• On the other hand, it is generally conceded that the pop- 
ular . form of government in the church, began gradually 
to change into one more despotic, soon after the age of the 
apostles. Those changes in the organization of the apos- 
tolical churches, which finally gave rise to the Episcopal 
system, began, in the opinion of some, as early as the 
first half of the second pentury. Many others, with greater 
probability, refer the commencement of the transition to 
the second half of the same century. Nothing appears in 
history to define with precision the period of the change 
in question. It was doubtless different in different churches. 
Springing gradually, and almost imperceptibly, from many 
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causes, it was unnoticed, or left unrecorded in the scanty 
records of that early period which still remain unto us. 

The Episcopal hierarchy had its origin undoubtedly in 
what may be denominated the parochial system. This 
term denotes the intermediate state of the church, in its 
transition from the primitive, apostolical form, to that of 
the diocesan confederacy. The churches, in the principal 
towns, gradually gained a controlling influence over those 
which were planted in the country round about. And the 
clergy of these central churches came, by degrees, into simi- 
lar relations to their brethren in the country. So that both 
minister, and people of the city became, through the opera- 
tion of various causes, the centre of influence and power 
over the feeble churches that gradually sprang up in the 
country around. The church of the metropolis became, in 
the quaint style of church history, the mother-church, to 
smaller, dependent fraternities in the country; and the 
clerical head of this church, the principal man among his 
brethren, the presiding genius of their assemblies and 
councils. This accidental ascendency of the central church, 
and of its clergy, led on the rapid development of the 
Episcopal system : and, finally, ended in the overthrow of 
the popular government of the primitive church. 

This chapter, therefore, will be devoted to a considera- 
tion of the causes which gave, both to the churches and to 
the bishops of the prmcipal cities, that increasing ascendency 
and power, from which we trace the rise of Episcopacy. 

I. Of the ascendency of the churches in the cities over 
those of the country. 

The gospel was first preached in large cities and towns, 
such as Jerusalem, Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth, and the 
like. Here were the earliest churches founded. These 
churches now became central points of efibrt and influence 
for the extension of Christianity in the region round about, 

21* 
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The apostles themselves, sometimes made such missionary 
excursions into the neighboring towns and villages, Actsr 
8: 25; 9: 32. Similar efforts v^ere doubtless continued 
and greatly extended, by the pastors and converts of those 
central churches. The promptings of Christian benevo- 
lence naturally directed them to such efibrts. Clement repre- 
sents the apostles to have established churches, in this 
manner, both in the cities and in the country. 
• The early Christians were often dispersed abroad, also, 
by persecution ; and, like the first Christians, Acts, 8: 4, 
" went every where preaching the word." 

Strangers and visiters in the principal cities, where the 
gospel was preached, also became frequent converts to 
Christ, and returned home to make known his gospel, as 
they might have opportunity and ability in the places 
where they resided. 

Whatever the means may have been, it is an acknowl- 
edged historical fact, that the Christian religion continued 
to spread with wonderful rapidity throughout the first cenr 
tury ; and that by the close of this period it had pervaded, 
not only the principal cities, but the country also, in 
many provinces of the Roman empire. Pliny, A. D., 103 
or 104, in the remote province of Bithynia, complains that 
" this contagious superstition was not confined to the cities 
only, but had spread its infection through the country 
villages."^ These new presbyters in the surrounding 
country, while yet few and feeble, became of course mem- 
bers of the neighboring church. The parent church be- 
came a great parish spreading out over an indefmite extent 
of country, and having several subordinate branches in 
connection with it, more or less dependent, over which it 
exerted a sustaining and controlling influence. 

For a time. Dr. Campbell supposes that- these converts in 
the villages received pastoral instruction, and the elements 

1 Ep. lib. 10, 97. 
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of the eucbarist, from persons sent out for that purpose 
firom the city; but that all continued to come into the 
city to worship. Such also is the representation of Justin 
Mart3nr, who sajrs, "that on the day which was called 
Sunday, all that live in the city and in the country come 
together in the same place," ^ for religious worship. 

When, in process of time, it became expedient for Christian 
converts in the country to hold separate places of worship, 
these new organizations took the form of the parent church, 
and still looked unto that for instruction and support as 
they might need. They had, indeed, a striking analogy to 
the chapels of ease in England ; having a similar depend- 
ence upon the mother-church. This dependence gave rise 
to a gradual connection and coalition, between the churches 
in the country, and the central church in the city. In this 
connection and coalition, between the original church and 
the smaller ones that sprang up around it, began that 
change in the original organization of the apostolical 
churches which gave rise to the Episcopal system; and, in 
the end, totally subverted the primitive simplicity and free- 
dom in which the churches were at first founded. This 
dependence an& consequent coalition was, originally, only 
the result of various natural causes and local circumstances 
which claim a more specific enumeration. 

1. The churches in the country were only branches of 
the parent stock, and owned a filial relation to the mother- 
church. 

2. They received their first spiritual teachers and pastors 
from this church, who would naturally retain their attach- 
ment to the same,, and use their influence to promote the 
union of the church to which they went, with that from 
which they came. 

3. The connection between the country and the city, in 
the ordinary course of business, had its influence in bring- 

« Apol., c. 67; p. 88. . 
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ing the churches in the country into connection with that 
in the city. 

4. The persecutions, and consequent distress which came 
upon the churches, hrought them into closer connection 
one with another. 

5. The city was the centre of political inlttuence and 
power, for the government and protection of the coun- 
try. This consideration had its influence in promoting 
a similar relation between the churches in the city, and 
those in the country. — The people had long been subject 
to the civil authority which was concentrated in the city ; 
and, on this account, the i^ore readily yielded to a similar 
control from the same quarter over the aflfairs of the 
church. 

6. The church itself was deservedly the object of re- 
spect. It was founded, it may be, by one of the apostles, 
and still enjoyed the ministry of a successor placed at a 
short remove from them, and to whom they looked for 
counsel and support. 

"An ancient custom obtained, of attributing to those 
churches which had been founded by the apostles, a supe- 
rior degree of honor, and a more exalted dignity. On 
which account it was for the most part usual, when any 
dispute arose respecting principles or tenets, for the opinion 
of these churches to be asked ; as, also, for those who en- 
tered into discussion of any matters connected with re- 
ligion, to refer, in support of their positions, to the voice of 
the apostolic churches. We may, therefore, hence, very 
readily perceive the reason which, in cases of doubt and 
controversy, caused the Christians of the West to have * 
recourse to the church of Rome ; those of Africa, to that of 
Alexandria ; and those of Asia, to that of Antioch for their 
opinion ; and which, also, occasioned these opinions to be, 
not unfrequently regarded in the light of laws, namely, 
that these churches had been planted, reared up and regu- 
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lated, either by the hand or under the immediate care of 
some one, or more of the apostles themselves."' 

7. The city church was comparatively rich and power- 
ful; and could administer to the wants of the feeble 
churches as they might need. For this reason, especially 
in times of distress and persecution, they clung as closely 
as possible to the parent church. 

8. Protection and aid from the civil authority was 
chiefly to be sought through the same medium. The 
minister of the city could apply in their behalf to the Ro- 
maji gi6vemors who resided there. Or if a direct applica- 
tion were inexpedient, there were still many ways and 
means, by which to operate secretly upon the magistrates, 
and their subordinate officers, for the advantage of the 
churches in the country. Christian converts were not un- 
frequently entrusted with some civil office, in which they 
could be instrumental in administering to the aid of their 
brethren in the country. 

Thus, in various ways, the churches in the large cities, 
in process of time, gathered about them several smaller 
churches in the vicinity, over which they extended their 
guardianship and care. The clergy of the central churches 
had a controlling influence over those in the neighborhood, 
which was conceded to them by common consent; and 
which, in reality, was not at first oppressive, but beneficial 
to the subordinate churches. It was, however^ a silent 
surrender of their original and inherent right as inde- 
pendent churches ; and led on an- entire change in the 
ecclesiastical polity of the primitive church, as established 
by the apostles. 

The above representations disclose the true origin of that 
ecclesiastical aristocracy which succeeded to the popular 
government of the apostolical churches. They exhibit 
the rise of the diocesan form of government, not as based 

> MoBheim, De Rebus Christ, S«ec. II, $ 21. 
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on mere hypothesis, but as the result of the. mutual rela- 
tions of the churches in the country to that in the .city. 
The church of the metropolis gradually spread itself 
out as an extensive parish over the adjacent territory. 
And the bishop of this city became, virtually, the bishc^ 
over the same extent of country. " Was it not natixral," 
says Planck, after alluding to many of the circumstances 
above-mentioned, "vras it not natural, and according 
to the ordinary course of things, to make a distincti<»i 
between the bishop of the city, and the other clergy? 
Would not they themselves, cheerfully make the distinc- 
tion, and give him special tokens of their consideration? 
Would they not accost him vrith peculiar respect ; and by 
silent consent, give him the pre-eminence ? And would 
he not, on the other hand, requite all this by his manifold 
services ? Hence arose those new relations which laid the 
foundation for the metropolitan system."^ 

Throughout the second and third centuries, there was 
no established law or rule, binding the smaller churches in 
a coalition with the greater, or bringing them into subjec- 
tion to it. It was wholly a conventional arrangement, a 
matter of expediency and convenience, resulting from vari- 
ous circumstances that have already been detailed. But 
that which was first conceded voluntarily, was afterwards 
claimed by right. Conventional usage became established 
law ; the controlling influence of the bishop, an official 
prerogative ; and thus, in the end, a diocesan form of gov- 
ernment was settled upon the church. 

Siegel and Ziegler have given two examples from 
Fuchs, in illustration of these relations between the parent 
church and those of the country adjacent. It appears 
that, at the council of Nice, a question arose between the 
bishops of that city and of Nicomedia, respecting the juris- 

4 GeieUflchaftB-Verfkn., 1 , pp. 82, 83. Comp. also, 546—062, respecttaig 
thii ijBtem at a later period. 
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diction of Basilinopolis, a small city in the neighborhood 
of Nice. This city was originally a small village, but had 
80 increased as to be invested by Justinian with the rights 
and privileges of a city, and as such, belonged to the juris- 
diction of the metropolitan of Nicomedia. But, as a vil- 
lage adjacent to Nice, according to the views above stated, 
it was under the jurisdiction of the bishop of Nice, who 
had himself ordained the presbyter of Basilinopolis as a 
bishop in accordance with the old order of things, and in 
direct violation of the metropolitan rights of the bishop of 
Nicomedia, who alone claimed the right to ordain bishops 
in his own province. The only defence which the bishop 
of Nice could ofier, was to claim jurisdiction over it, on 
the ground of its relation to Nice ; having formally be- 
longed to the precincts of that city as a neighboring and 
dependent church. The instance goes to show that such 
relations had existed, and were still claimed as valid, even 
under the metropolitan system then in force. 

The second example is derived from the region of the 
Mareotis, near Alexandria. In this whole extent of country 
so late as the fourth century, there was no bishop, or rural 
bishop, charepiscqptis ; but only presbyters, who were under 
the jurisdiction of the bishop of Alexandria; and so jeal- 
ous was he of this prerogative, that he had refused, for 
this length of time, any other ministry to the churches of 
the Mareotis than that of presbyters. 

The same state of things is apparent from the relations 
of the presbyters in the city to the bishop, in contrast 
with those of presbyters in the country. When, in process 
of time, several distinct churches were found in a given 
city, the presbyters of these churches refused themselves 
to acknowledge a subordination to the bishop similar to 
that of the presbyters in the country. They claimed an 
equality with him. They had elected him from their own 
number ; and they continued to regard him. only as primus 
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inter pares; and, as ministers in the metropolis, claimed 
precedence over those in the country. Thus in the letter 
of the Arians to Alexander, the bishop and aU the clergy 
of Alexandria first affix their signature. Then follows 
that of three bishops from other parts of Egypt.. All 
which serves to illustrate the subordination of the clergy 
in the country to those of the city. 

This view of the subject is not new; nor is it put forth 
as original in the writer. It has the sanction c^ many 
authors from whom the above particulars have been de- 
rived.. Of these, it is sufficient to mention, Spittler,* 
Pertsch,^ Mosheim,''^ Planck,^ Neander,® Guerike,^® Siegey ^ 
Schoene,i2 W. Bdhmer,i3 D'Aubigne.i^ 

II. Of the early ascendancy of the bishops in the cities 
over those of the country. 

In close connection with the foregoing changes in the 
government of the churches and in their relations to each 
other, there were others which were equally influential in 
disturbing the mutual relations which had hitherto sub- 
sisted, both between the clergy one toward another, and 
between the bishop of the city and the clergy in. the 
country. 

1. Of these changes, the most important is the division 
of the clergy into the separate orders of bishop and pr^y* 
ter. The ordinary priesthood, as established under the 
apostles, constituted, as we have seen, but one class or 

.» Can. Rechts., J 4—10. « lb., $ 17—23, und. Kirchen Hist, Sec. II. 

7 De Rebus Christ., Saec. II, $ 37, note 3. 

8 GeseU. Verfass., pp. 18— «3, 546—572. 

» AUgem. Kirchen Gesch., 1, 2d ed., p. 314—316. lo lb., p. 95—97. 
>» Kirchliche Verfass., 2, pp. 454 — 473 j 4', p. 378. 
IS Geschichtsforschnngen, Vol. 3, p. 336 — 340. See also, Cone. Cardiag., 
e» 31, Bracar., c. 1, Agath., c. 53, Tarracon, c. 8. 
i> Alterthamswissenschaft, 1, p. 230—236. 
M Hist of Reformation, Vol. I, p. 18. N. Y., 1843. 
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order; and were denominated, indiscriminately and inter- 
changeably, bishops and presbyters. The great historian, 
to whom ^he reader is indebted for the Introduction which 
stands at the head of this volume, ascribes the origin of this 
distinction to the second century, and the full development 
of their respective orders to a period considerably later.^* 
Waiving, in this place, the further discussion of this vexed 
question, we will here state the origin of this distinction, 
according to Siegel and others, as a fair expression of the 
prevailing views of those who deny the original superiority 
of the bishop and the apostolical origin of Episcopacy. 

There was at first but one church in a city, to which all 
the Christian converts belonged. But the care of the 
church was entrusted, not to one man, but to several, who 
constituted a college of presbyters, and divided the duties o£ 
their office among themselves. This arrangement wafr 
conformable to the analogy of the Jewish synagogue, after 
which the church was organized. A plurality of persons 
every where appears in the Acts as the representatives of 
the church at Jerusalem. They appear, also, in the church 
at Ephesus, Acts 20: 17—28; and at Philippi, Phil. 1: 1. 
Titus was also instructed to ordain elders in all the cities 
in Crete. In such a college of elders, sharing a joint 
responsibility in the care of the churches, it would obvi- 
ously be convenient, if not indispensable, for one of their 
number to act as the moderator or president of their assem- 
blies. Such a designation, however, would confer on the 
presiding elder no official superiority over his fellow-pres- 
byters; but, coupled with age, and talents, and spiritual 
gifts, it might give him a control in their councils, and in 
the government of the church. This control, and this 
official rank, as the nqoeai^gy the presiding elder, which 
was first conceded to him by his fellow-presbyters only Cff 

^» Comp. hig ApoiL Gesch., 1, 50; 198, neq. 406. AUgem. Kiiefa., 1^397, 
S28,2ded. 
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a feUow-preshyter^ di primus inter pares, he began in time 
to claim as his official prerogative. He first began by 
moral means and the influence of accidental circumstances 
to be the bishop of the church, and afterwards claimed the 
office as his right. This assumption of authority gave rise 
to the gradual distinction between bishop and presbyter. 
It began early to disturb the relations of equality which at 
first subsisted between the ministers of the churches ; and, 
in the course of the second and third centuries, resulted in 
the division of the clergy into two distinct orders, — ^bishops 
and presbyters. 

This simple exposition of the drigiil of the Episcopal 
office has the sanction of the most approved authoirities, 
particularly of the distinguished historian whose works 
we have so often cited,i® to which we may add. Gieseler,^^' 
Guerike,i8 Gabler,i® Mosheim,20 Peftsch,2i and many 
others. 

2. The duties and responsibilities of the bishop, in times 
of persecution, had their influence in exalting this officer, 
and separating him further, both from the presbyters and 
the people. Under such circumstances, the bishop of. the 
metropolis became the counsellor and guardian of the 

w Apost. Kirch., 1, 39, seq. 3d ed., 50, 198, seq. 406. Allgem. Gesch., 
1, 324, seq. 2d ed. ** In the Acts, a plurality of presbyters always appears 
iMzt in rank to the apostles, as representatives of the church at Jerusalem. 
If any one is disposed to maintain that each one of these presbyters pre- 
sided over a smaller part of its special meetings, still it must be thereby 
established, that, notwithstanding these divided meetings, the church 
formed a whole, over which this deliberative college of presbyters presided, 
and therefore the form of government was still of a popular character."— 
Neander, Apost. Kirch.f 1, c. 2, 3d ed. " This plurality of ministers over 
the same church continued, even to the fourth century, to be the order <^ 
the churches." — Planck, GeseU. Verfass., 1, 551. 

17 Lehrbuch der Kirchengesch., 3, Aufl. 1, 118. 
. W Kirch. Geschichte, 1, pp. 89—93, 2d ed. 

19 De Epis. primae eccl. eorumque origine. 

■> Hist Eccl., 5, p. 108, seq., and Kirchenrecht, by Ernst, p. 62. 

n Can. Recht., p. 42. Kirch. Hist., Saec. II, c. 5, ^ 8 — 15. Compare^ 
•fpecially, 2iegler*s Versuch der Gesch. der Kirch. Verfass., pp. 34--61. 
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churches. His wisdom, his talents, and his influence were 
their confidence and trust. To him the needy and dis- 
tressed also looked for consolation and relief. 

3. The rage and vengeance of their persecutors fell 
often upon him ; and, while it excited the sympathy and 
veneration of the church, prepared them more readily to 
acquiesce in his authority.^ 

4. As the church increased in numbers, the intercourse 
between each member individually and the bishop became 
less, and a corresponding separation between him and his 
people of necessity ensued. 

5. Many of them were the successors of the apostles, or 
the bishops of apostolical churches, and this circumstance 
gave them additional consideration. ^3 The bishops of 
Eome,2^ of Carthage, of Jerusalem,^^ and others, derived 
importance from this consideration. The divisions and 
regulations of these churches, which had been planted by 
the hand, or reared up under the immediate supervision of 
the apostles, had, with other churches, not unfrequently a 
canonical authority equivalent to that of statute laws.^ 

6. The distinction between the clergy and laity^ which 
began about this time, is worthy of particular notice. In 
the apostolical churches the office of teaching was not 
restricted to any particular class of persons. All Christians 
accounted themselves the priests of God ; and between the 
church and their spiritual leaders very little distinction was 
known. This fact is so universally acknowledged, that it 

M Spittler's Can. Recht, c. 1, $ 6. 

« Comp. Tertull., De Praescript. Advere. Haeret., c. 20, 26, 36. Peter 
de Marca, de Concord. Sacerd, et Im., Lib. 5, c. 20. Lib. 7, c. 4, ^ 6, leq. 

^ Irenaens, Advers. Haer., Lib. 3, c. 2 ; 4, c. 26 ; 5, c. 20, 44. 

** Finnil., ap. Cyp., Epist. 75. 

^ Mosheim, De Rebas Christ., Saec. II, ^ 21. In this section and the 
accompanying note is given a full and interesting illustration of the canon- 
ical anthori^ ii such churches. Comp., also, Gieseler, Lehrbuch, pp. 160 
—163, Note. 
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were needless to multiply authorities in proof of it. But it 
forcibly indicates the nature of the original constitution of 
the church.^"' The distinction, accordingly, of pastors and 
people into two distinct orders, the clergy and the laity, 
as distinctly marks the workings of that spirit which was 
fast obliterating the features of its early organization. 
TertuUian, t 218, is the first to mention this distinction.** 
The people have now become an inferior order, the dis- 
tinction between them and the higher order of the clergy- 
widens fast, and the government of the church, which has 
hitherto been vested in the people, passes rapidly into the. 
hands of the bishop. 

7. The clergy begin to claim authority from the analo- 
gies of the Jewish priesthood. The officers of the church 
were originally organized according to the order of the 
Jewish synagogue. The name and office of rulers of the 
synagogue were transferred to the church. But the bishops 
now begin entirely to change their ground, and to claim 
analogy to the Jewish priesthood of the Old Testament. 
They are no longer incumbents in office at the pleasure of 
the people, and dependent upon them ; but divinely consti- 
tuted the priests of God; and divinely appointed by him to 
instruct and to rule over the church. " When once the 
idea of a Mosaic priesthood had been adopted in the 
Christian church, the clergy soon began to assume a supe- 
riority over the laity. The customary form of consecration 

*7 Nonne et laici sacerdotes sumus ? DifFerentiam inter ordinem et ple- 
bem constituit ecclesiae aitctoritas; adeo ubi ecclesiastici ordinis non est 
conscssus et offers, et tingis et saccrdos tibi es solus.— jDe Exhortat, CasHL, 
c. 7, p. 522. Primum omnes docebant et omnes baptizabant ; ut cresceret 
plebs et multiplicaretur omnibus inter initia concessus est et evangelizare 
et baptizare et scripturas explorarc. — Hilary, cUcd by Neander, AUgem, 
Gesch., I, p. 311. Comp. p. 324, seq., especially 335—337, 2d ed. Comp. 
Cyprian, Ep. 76. Suicer, Thesaurus, art. xXtjQog, Guerike, Kirch. Gesch., 
Vol. I, 93, 94, and J. H. Bohmer, De Differentiam inter Ordinem Eccleii- 
aat, itc. 

*8 De Monogamia, c. 12, p. 533. 
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was now supposed to have a certain mystic influence, and 
henceforth they stand in the position of persons appointed 
by God to be the medium of communication between him 
and the Christian world." ^ 

8. From this it was but a slight modification to assert 
the divine right of Episcopacy, and the apostolical succes- 
sion in the line of the bishops. Sentiments to this effect 
are of frequent occurrence in the writings of Cyprian, 1 268. 
The bishops also assumed new titles, such as sacerdoteSy^ 
priestSf high-priests, rulers of the church, &c.3i 

Finally, these arrogant assumptions ended in the claim 
of guidance and wisdom from on high, by the communica- 
tions of the Spirit of God. This was also the false and 
flattering dream of Cyprian,^^ and from him has been, 
more or less, the favorite dogma of prelacy, to the present 
day. These claims of the bishop to a divine commission, 
and to illumination from above, were more confidently put 
forth at a later period, when the hierarchy was more fully 
established. 

The following comprehensive summary ofiers a fit con- 
clusion to the preceding remarks. " In process of time," 
says Mosheim, " the bishops found means to abridge the 
rights of the presbyters, the deacons, and the people. 
Such is the course of the world. They who are honored 
with the respect, and entrusted with the afiairs of society, 
agreeably to the natural love which every man has for pre- 

*9 Gieseler, Cnnningham's Trans., 1, p. 156. Comp. MOnscher's Hand- 
bach der Christ. Dog., 3, p. 15. Conder^s Protestant Nonconformitj, 
Vol. I, p. 224. Comp. Planck, Gesell. Verfass., 1, p. 163. Mosheim, De 
Rebus Christ., Saec. II, $ 24. 

» Comp. Cyp., Ep. 3, 4, 69. Spittler's Can. Recht., c. 1, $ 11. Henke, 
Allgem. Gesch. der Christ. Kirch., I, p. 120. Mosheim, De Rebus, Saec 
m,$24. 

« Origen, Horn. 2, in Jer., Adv. Cels., Lib. 3. In Math., Tract 31, 32. 

^ Placuit nobis sancto spiritu suggerente et Domino per visiones multM 
et manifeitas idmonente.— C|yprta», EpitL 54^ p. 79. Cone. Car., A. I>. 
252. 
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eminence, seek for greater distinction, and the people favor 
the desire. Strife and contention are the necessary conse- 
quence of dividing offices of trust among many ; and these 
struggles usually end in the advancement of him who is 
highest in office. Even C3rprian, who acknowledged the 
authority of the church over the hishop, and his duty in all 
things to act in concert with the clergy, had still the 
address so to exalt the power of the hishop as to overthrow 
the rights both of the clergy and the people. He affirmed 
that God made the bishops; that they were the vicegerents 
of Christ, and responsible to none but to God. He was the 
father of this dogma ; and the bishops continued to claim 
this prerogative until the ninth century, when the pope^ 
appropriated it exclusively to himself. The rights of the 
people and of the clergy were, in process of time, wresfed 
fipom them, they retaining only a negative vote. The^ 
bishops proceeded themselves to appoint the presbyters and 
deacons. The people were, at first, consulted by the 
bishops, but it was only an unmeaning form. The bishop 
carried the appointment of his favorite candidate ; and the 
reference to the people was a mere act of courtesy. They 
were the agents of God. Opposition to their will was 
disobedience to him. The deacons became the creatures 
of the bishop, dependent upon him alone, and having litde 
concern with the people. In a word, the deacons, even in 
the second century, were, in many places, no more what 
they were at first. In ecclesiastical matters, the people 
were still consulted in some form, either by the bishop • in 
person or by deputies ; but they neither voted individually, 
nor collectively, in concert. When any measure of impor- 
tance was to be carried, the bishops first secured the 
interest of the presbyters in their favor; and when-; by 
various means, they had accomplished this, it only re- 
mained for the people to yield a respectful acquiescence. 
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Some occasionally dissented, but the measure was gene- 
rally carried, agreeably to the will of the bishop." 33 

The bishops rose in rank and power, as we have seeHi 
not by any sudden and violent assumption of diocesan- 
authority, but by the silent concession and approbation, at 
fi/st, of the people. Their authority and influence ^va8, as 
yet, only that which is conceded to talent and piety in 
official stations, employed and exerted for the general 
good. " So that the growth of Episcopal power is not 
altogether attributable to ambitious designs on the part of 
those by whom it was first exercised. So far from thif, 
the efiect, as Dr. Campbell has remarked, * is much more 
justly ascribed to their virtues.* How paradoxical soever 
this may sound, it is difficult to account in any other way 
for the unopposed ascendency which was so soon obtained 
by men, whose ambition, had it betrayed itself wh6n as yet 
unarmed by wealth or power, required but to bo withstood^ 
in order to be rendered harmless. That deference was, 
however, lavishly conceded to personal character, from a 
principle of veneration and unbounded confidence, which it 
would have been next to impossible openly to wrest from 
people roused to a jealous sense of their rights." ^4 Their 
influence was analogous to that of a modern missionary 
over the churches which he has gathered about him in 
difierent stations ; or it resembled that which the apostles 
and first preachers exercised over the churches which were 
planted by them. It is only to be regretted, that these 
bishops, in claiming to be the successors of the apostles, in 
office and in power, had not also enough of the spirit of 
their reputed predecessors, to employ the high trust which 
was committed unto them only for the interest of the 

» Kirchenrecht, by Ernst, pp. 61—63. 

^ Conder's Nonconformity, 1, p. 227. CampbelVs LecUres, pp. 94, 96. 
Mason's Works, Vol. Ill, p. 217, seq. Dr. Btoow's Treatise on Popish 
Supremacy. 
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churches under their care ; and then to resign it again for 
the same great end, instead of perverting the sacred privi- 
leges of their office into the means of gratifying unholy 
ambition in the extension of the Episcopal prerogatives. 

We have here an easy explanation of the difficulty 
which the advocates of prelacy afiect to press with gr^t 
force, in calling upon us to explain the origin of Episco- 
pacy, on the supposition that it is not of divine appoint- 
ment. Here, we are told, is an alleged usurpation, 
"without discussion, without excitement, without oppo- 
sition, without known authors or abettors ; a radical and 
permanent overthrow of an existing system of church 
government throughout the whole Eoman empire, before 
the apostles were cold in their graves." Now, a hundred 
years is surely a considerable time to allow for one to grow 
cold in his grave. But, all oratory apart, it is conceded 
here is a change, an early change, and made without con- 
troversy or opposition. And we are earnestly pressed for 
an explanation. We accept the challenge ; and appeal to 
the considerations already suggested as an adequate expla- 
nation. All the probabilities of the case are coincident 
with the change. Is it strange, under all the circumstances 
of the case, that the care of the churches should devolve 
upon a few ? Is it a thing incredible, that men should love 
the exercise of power, and find means to secure it ? Does 
history give no trace of any transition from a free and 
popular government to one more despotic ? What was the 
end of the ancient republics of Greece ? What succeeded 
to the popular government of consular Rome ? How did 
the popular movement in the French Revolution terminate ? 
All history, ecclesiastical and secular, shows how easily the 
sovereign power of the many may pass into the hands of a 
few. But in the instance before us, the churches, in con- 
fiding simplicity and sincerity, conceded to their spiritual 
rulers the rights in question by tacit consent. And after 
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loDg-continiied usage, the sanctions of synodical decrees, 

confinned by apostolical succession, by divine right, and by 

the teachings of the Spirit of God, seem quite snflicient to 

gaarantee to bishops the quiet possession of their Episcopal 

pterogatiTes. 

" Power," says Dr. Hawkes, himself an eminent Ejnsco* 

palian, "always passes slowly and silently, and without 

much notice, from the hands of the many to the few ; and 

all history shows that ecclesiastical domination grows up 

by little and little. The overwhelming lyranny from which 

the Reformation freed -the Protestant church, grew up by 
this iwtttom process." 35 

" Difierent from their modern followers must have been 
those ancient Presbyterians, not to have struck a single 
blow !" True, indeed, but not at all different from their 
modem American successors, were those primitive Episcc^ 
palians, in yielding tamely to the continual encroachments 
of Episcopal power. Nay, we contend that the progress of 
Episcopacy in this country is itself a phenomenon more 
extraordinary, more unaccountable, than the rise and prog- 
ress of Episcopacy in the ancient church. 

It is well known that the introduction of Episcopacy into 
this country gave rise to a long and bitter controversy. 
The objection, from within the Episcopal churches as well 
as from without, was, that its form of government is anti- 
republican, and opposed to the spirit of our free institutions. 
The House of Burgesses, in Virginia, composed chiefly of 
Episcopalians, declared their abhorrence of bishops, unless 
at the distance of three thousand miles, and denounced 
" the .plan of introducing them, in the most unexceptionable 
form, on this side of the Atlantic, as a pernicious project." 

When, at last. Episcopacy was introduced, it was only 
by a compromise,-: — the Episcopalian churches consenting 
to submit to diocesan Episcopacy,, only in a form greatly 

** Cited in Smyth's Eccl, RepnUicanittB, p. 166. 
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modified, and divested of its most obnoxious features. To 
the exclusion of the laity from a free and full participation 
in the aflairs of the government they would not for a mo- 
ment submit. Such, according to Bishop White, was the 
prejudice of Episcopalians, " against the name, and much 
more against the office of a bishop, that, but for the intro- 
duction of the laity into the government of the church, no 
general organization would probably have been formed." 
Accordingly, the people were allowed freely to choose their 
own pastors, and to have a full representation in all their 
courts. This American Episcopacy was so modified, and 
the prelatical powers of the bishop so restricted by the 
checks and balances of republican principles, that the 
English prelates, on the other hand, were reluctant to con- 
fer the Episcopate upon Bishop White, alleging that he 
" entertained a design to set up Episcopacy on the ground 
of presbyterial and lay authority," 

Such was American Episcopacy, at first, — qualified as 
much as possible, by the infusion of popular principles, to 
restrain the arbitrary powers of the bishop. But what now 
has this same Episcopacy become? What are now the 
powers of the bishop, compared with what they then were ? 
He is enthroned in power almost as arbitrary as that of an 
Eastern despot; and assumes to rule by an authority inde- 
pendent of the will of his subjects. The bishops are 
permanent and irresponsible monarchs, restrained by no 
judicial tribunal. The house of bishops admit no order of 
the inferior clergy to their councils. They have an abso- 
lute veto upon the acts of the general convention. They 
ordain, depose, and restore to the ministry, at pleasure, 
whom they will ; " so that a Puseyite bishop may fill the 
church with impenitent and unconverted men." He can 
prevent any congregation from settling the minister of their 
choice, or displace one at his will, and may, *^upon probable 
cause,'* forbid any clergyman from another diocese to offici- 
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ate in Ins own. Such is the fearful nature of those powers 
which are now entrusted to this spiritual despot in our fr«e 
republic* 

And yet, in the face of all this ominous accumulation of 
the Episcopal prerogatives, the claims of the bishops are 
still pressed higher and higher. The house of bishops, 
with all its powers, has been superinduced upon the gene- 
ral convention, since its establishment in America. Now 
these privileged hierarchs can only be tried by thejnselves; 
i. «., if a president is guilty of any crime or misdemeanor 
whatever, he must be impeached and tried by a jury (ff 
presidents alone; a governor, by a jury of governors. In 
one convention,.the bishop lately claimed and exercised the 
right of adjusting, himself, the roll of the members, denying 
to them the right of all deliberative assemblies, — that of 
deciding upon the qualifications of their own members f 
aqd that same convention, " by a vote of nearly three to 
one," meekly accorded to their prelate this right.^^ An- 
other convention provides that its proceedings ^^ shall not be 
open to the public" It gives to the bishop an absolute veto 
upon all their acts ; and, to crown the whole, makes him 
" the judge- in all ecclesiastical trials." Well may we say, 
with Dr. Hawkes, " Nothing but this was wanting to 
ICAKE' him absolute. We will speak, and speak out, when 
we see all power, legislative, judicial, and executive, centred 
in one man in such ample plenitude, that he may even dic- 
tate to the fashion of a surplice, or the shape of a gown."* 

This admirable specimen of religious legislation, we are 
told, was actually prepared by the bishop himself, and rati- 

*> These astonndiiig facto and principles, with the original aathoritiet 
for them, are disclosed more at length in the writings of Dr. Smyth, to 
whom we are chiefljr indebted for the above abstract of them. Compare, 
especially, Apost. Succession, pp. 507 — 509, and Ecclesiastic^ JRepuMi* 
canism, pp. 15^—172. 

^ Letters to the Laity, by a Protestant Episcopalian, p. 17. 

» New Toik Review, Oct, 1835, cited in Letten to the Laity. 
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fied in a state more radically democratic than any other in 
the Union ! " Let any man read that constitution, and 
then say, whether, if the individual who has been thus 
extravagantly exalted, had dared to brave the public senti- 
ment of the country in which he lives, so far as to carry 
out into .practice' the authority which has been thus 
lavishly bestowed upon him, we should not have to look to 
the mountains of Vermont for the mightiest spiritual auto« 
*crat at present inhabiting . the ^lobe, — ^with, perhaps, one 
exception, the man who- wears the tiara, and builds his 
haliitation on the «even hills." 39 Jn addition to all this, 
^e late transactions in the diocese of New York are fresh 
in the public mind, and familiar to all; — the high-landed 
despotism of the prelate, and the profound self-abasement 
with, which a large portion of that body could consent to 
kneel down in the dust at the feet of their sovereign pon- 
tiff, and crave his benediction. 

Consider now this enormous extension of the Episcopal 
power in this enlightened age, in this free republic, — ^this 
monstrous spiritual despotism imposed upon a people, 
jealous above all men of their rights, and prompt to repel 
every invasion of them ; — contemplate such a people, under 
such circumstances, with scarce a feeble note of remon- 
strance, bowing themselves down to this hierarchal su- 
premacy, and shall we wonder at the early rise of a mild 
and unformed Episcopacy? Shall we marvel at the 
gradual extension of its influence over feeble churches, 
dependent for their support and protection? Why should 
this be thought a thing incredible, in view of what* is 
transpiring in our midst ? 

39 Letters to the Laity, p. 27. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

THE DIOCESAN GOVERNMENT. 

This term denotes the ecclesiastical organization aAer a 
fuller development of the Episcopal system, and farther 
concentration of power in the hands of the hishop. The 
system was gradually matured, and settled upon the churches 
in the several provinces, at different times, extending 
through an indefinite period. The establishment of this 
form of government cannot with precision be assigned to 
a specific epoch. Suffice it to say, that the third century 
may be assumed as the period in which the diocesan gor- 
emment was chiefly consolidated and established. It was 
the result of a variety of causes, which deserve a careful 
consideratiourand was productive of consequences of great 
moment to the interests of religion. The course of our 
inquiries in relation to the establishment of Diocesan 
Episcopacy will lead us to consider, 

I. The means of its development. 
n. Its results. 

I. Means of its development. 

1. The formal organization of the whole system was 
efiected chiefly by means of provincial synods and councila. 

The consideration of these councils belongs to another 
work.^ Bat whatever may have been their origin, sock 
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ecclesiastical assemblies were regularly held, in the third 
century, in Asia Minor, and were frequently convened in 
other provinces, for the transaction of business relating to 
the interests of the church.^ They were summoned by 
the presiding bishop of the province. The bishops of the 
province were expected to attend, and if any were present 
from other provinces, they were courteously recognized as 
members of the same. The presbyters and deacons, also, 
had at this time, in the opinion of many, a seat and a voice 
in these councils, though at a later period they were ex- 
cluded. These councils, on the one hand, were the highest 
judicature of the church, where all that related to its interests 
in the province was discussed ; on the other, they fulfilled 
the office of privy council to the bishop. Here, especially, 
were all cases brought relating to the bishops. Cases of this 
kind could only be brought before the council in a full 
assembly of the bishops, and even then not at pleasure, 
but only with their consent. Such assemblies, it must 
readily be seen, afforded a convenient method of propound- 
ing any subject of common interest unto the churches; 
though the bishops themselves probably were not aware 
of the important consequences which might result from 
assuming thus to give laws to the church. The de- 
cisions of the synod, also, at first, assumed the form of 
law, rather by common consent, than as an imperative 
enactment. They were the decisions of a public delibera- 
tive and representative assembly, in which the voice of the 
majority becomes the law of the whole ; and, under the 
sanction of such authority, were received as the rule of 
the church. But the bishops, having once acquired the 
power of giving laws to the church, soon changed the 
ground of their authority ; and, instead of legislating for 

* Necemrio, Bays Firmilian, A. D. 257, apud noa fit, ut per ainguloB auios 
■eniores et praepositi in unum conveniamus, ad deaponenda ea quae cutm 
noatrae commlMt wanU-^Cj/p., Ep, 15, p. 14S. 
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thoie chmches in their name, and as their represenUUiteSf 
they assumed the right of giving laws to the church by 
Tirtue of their Episcopal office ; and for this assumpticm 
they claimed, as has been already mentioned, the sanction 
of divine authority, as the ministers of God, jure divino^ 
and under the guidance of his Spirit.^ 

The above representation is only an epitome of the 
sentiments of Planck, in his work on the Constitution of 
the Church, which has been so frequently cited.^ They 
accord entirely with the representations of Mosheim, and 
many others which might be named. ^ Mosheim very 
truly remarks, that these councils " were productive of so 
great an alteration in the general state of the church, as 
nearly to efiect the entire subversion of its ancient consti- 
tution. For, in the first place, the primitive rights of the 
people, in consequence of this new arrangement of things, 
experienced a considerable diminution, inasmuch as thence- 
forward none but afilairs of comparatively trifiing import- 
. ance were ever made the subject of popular deliberation 
and adjustment; — the councils of the associated churches 
assuming to themselves the right of discussing and regu- 
lating everything of moment or importance ; as well as of 
determining all questions to which any sort of weight was 
attached. — ^In the next place, the dignity and authority of 
the bishops were very much augmented and enlarged. In 
the infancy, indeed, of the councils, the bishops did not 
scruple to acknowledge that they appeared there merely as 
the ministers or legates of their respective churches ; and 

3 Placet! Vuwn ettf is the style not unfrequently in which the sum- 
mary decisions of their councils are given j or if the decision relates to an 
article of faith, credit catoUca ecdetia ! Athanasius, De Synodo. Arimin. 
et Seleuciae, Ferdin., De Mendoza, De Confirmatione Cone, 111., Lib. 2, 
c. tf cited by SpitUer. 

4 Gesellschafts-Verfass., 1, p. 90—100. 

^ Compare also Henke and Vaters, Allgemein. Kirchen Gesch., 1, p. 120, 
■eq. EicUma'a Can. Recht., 1, p. 20. Riddle'a Chron., pp. S^ 38. 
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that thfey weire in fact nothing more than representatives 
acting under instructions. But it was not long before this 
humble language began, by little and little, to be exchcinged 
for a loftier tone ; and they, at length, took it upon them 
to assert that they were the legitimate successors of the 
apostles themselves, and might, consequently, by their tfwn 
proper authority, dictate to the Chjcistian flock. To what 
an extent the inconveniences and evils arising out of these 
preposterous pretensions reached in* after tim^s, is too well 
known to require any particular notice in this place."® 
Some of these remarks, however, are especially applicable, 
as the intelligent reader will perceive, to the state of things 
somewhat later under the metropolitan government. 

2. The doctrine of the unity of the church had an in- 
fluence in consolidating the churches together imder an 
Episcopal government. 

This notion was early developed. It first occurs in the 
epistle of the ohurch of Smyrna, concerning the martyrdom 
of Polycarp.''^ It was more distinctly advanced by Irenaeas 
and Tertullian, in the second century ; and, in the third, 
became the favorite dogma of Cyprian,® and, after him, of 
many dthers.? The effect was* to" create greater oneness of 
feeling and concert of action among the churches as mem- 
bers of one and the same body. It brought the churches 
into more frequent correspondence; and, in many ways, 
contributed to the establishment of uniform laws and reg- 
ulations under an Episcopal hierarchy.i^ This idea o^ a 
holy catholic church, one and indivisible, extending through 

"•De Rebua Christ., Saec. II, J 23. Comp. Saec. II, J225 SaecIII, 
J 24. Also, Kirch. Recht., pp. 65, ^. . . 

7 Eufleb., Eccl. Hist., Lib. 4, c. 15, J 1. 

8 Pro corpore totius ecclesiae cujus pervarias qoasque provincial 
membra digesta sunt. — Ep. 30, p. 41. 

• Planck, Gesell. Verfass., 1, p. 100, seq. Rothe, Anf. Chris. Kirch., 1, 
p. 676-^589. 

10 Neander, Allgem. Geich., 1, pp. 355, 371, 2d ed. D'Aubigni'a Hiat 
of the Reformation. N. T., 1843. Vol. I, pp. SO— 22. 
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all land8,and hindiiig together in one communion the faithful 
of every kindred and people, was a conception totally un- 
like the apostolical sentiment of their union in love and 
fellowship in spirit. Whatever may have been the motive 
by which it was at first promulgated, it had its influence in 
blending the churches together under a uniform diocesan 
organization, and became the occasion of no small share 
of the bigotry, intolerance and persecution which have so 
often dishonored the Christian church. 

3. The correspondence and intercourse between the 
hbhops of difierent provinces had much influence in estab- 
lishing their diocesan authority. 

Not only were the results of their councils ofllcially 
communicated to foreign bishops and churches, but the 
bishops themselves of diflerent dioceses were in corre- 
spondence one with another. Their own appointment to 
office, their official acts, were duly communicated. By 
mutual understanding a concerted action and eflbrt was 
sustained, to aid each other in the promotion of their com- 
mon ends. Their acts of ecclesiastical censure were ex- 
tensively published; so that one under Episcopal bans 
was followed by his sentence of excommunication wherever 
he went. Nor could he be absolved from the penalties of 
his sentence, except by the same authority that had con- 
demned him. No one travelling in foreign countries was 
entitled to the fellowship of the churches without a pass 
from his bishop. The want of this was presumptive evi- 
dence against him, sufficient to exclude him from their 
communion. The eflect of these regulations was to sus- 
tain and enforce the authority of the bishops in their 
dioceses.^i 

4. The Disciplina Arcani, the sacred mysteries of 
the church, while they shed an air of awful sanctity over 
the solenmities of the church, were well suited to inspire 

II Siegel, Hudbach, 1, art. BciefWeehiel, Bbeinntld'i Atdi., f 4, p. 99. 

23* 
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tjle people with a profound veneration for the bishop, tirho 
was the high-priest of these rites and the chief agent in 
administering them. . 

The discussion ' of this subject would be altogether 
foreign -to our present object, but it needs no pecullai 
sagacity, to perceive that the system addressed itself to 
principles of our nature, which are deep and strong, and 
which, moved by the ministrations of the bishop, gave him 
prodigious power over the minds, of men. This secrelt 
system, wholly unknown in the earlier history of the church, 
was in a measure matured in the period now under con- 
sideration.12 

5. The catechetical instructions and discipline preparatory 
to admission into the church, had a powerful influence in 
giving authority to the dpings of the church, and prepigring 
the mind for a passive submission to her jurisdiction. 

Throughout the first century Christian converts were 
received by baptism into the church simply on the ground 
of their faith in Christ. In the second century some fur- 
ther instruction began to be required ; and, in the course 
of the third and fourth, a long preliminary course of train- 
ing was required, before the candidates found admission to 
the church. They were divided into various classes ;^ 
and, ascending by slow gradations through these, with 
manifold solemnities, they finally approached the sacred 
shrine of the church. The details of the system belong 
to another subject. But every reader, who has the least 
acquaintance with the antiquities- of the church, must 
readily perceive, that in this long course of discipline, ex- 
tending often through a series of years, the catechumen 
might be duly trained to revere the authority of the church, 
and to submit with all due deference to the agents by whom 
it was administered. Without the operation of any sinister 
motive, the natural ejOfect would be to inspire a profound 

^ Comp. oar Chriatian Antiquitiei^ e. 1, { 4, pp. 35, 96, 
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respect, both finr the ordinances of the church, and for those 
who administered them." "These new regulations," 
Planck Tery justly remarks, "were the surest and strongest 
means man could hare derised to give greater importance 
to the church in the eyes of the new members ; and to in- 
spire them with a sense of the importance of the priTilege 
bestowed in receiving them into its communion, which 
again would revert to the interests of the church."** 

6. To the same effect, also, was all that system of pen- 
'axice, which was matured in connection with the foregoing 
regulations. 

This was wholly unknown in the early period of the 
chureh. It was developed in connection with the catechet- 
ical discipline which has already been mentioned, and 
was indeed a part of the same system.*^ It was admin- 
istered by the bishop, who alone had authority to inflict or 
to remove these penances.** It was a scourge in his hand 

13 Comp. our ChrUtian Antiquities, c. 2, ^ 5, pp. 49—57. 

M GeseU. Verfaw., 1, p. 132. 

u Pluick> GeMlL Verftss., 1, pp. 132—141. 

1' The conncils of Nice, A. D. 325, c. 5, and of Antioch, A. D. 341/6. 
20, make some pronsion against the flagrant injustice which one might 
suffer in this way from the bishop. But the council of Elliberis, A. D. 
306, and of Saidica, A. D. 347, give to the bishop unlimited authority ia 
thia matter. Osios, episcqpus dixiU Hoc quoque omnibus placeat, ut 
sive diaconus, aive presbjter, sive quts clericorum ab episcopo suo com- 
iQunione fuerit privatus, et ad alterum perrexerit episcopum, et scierit ille 
-ad quem conftigit, eum ab episcopo suo fiiisse abjectum, non oportet ut ei 
communionem indolgeaL Quod si fecerit, sciat se convocatia epiacopfo 
causas ease dictarem. Universi dixerunt: Hoc statutum et pacem 
servabit, et concordiam custodiet, c. 13, (16.) This was one of the most 
celebrated councils of the age. It was composed of one hundred and 
sixty-six bishops conrened both from the Eastern and Western churckesy 
- at the head of whom was the venerable Hosius, who it would seem proposed 
it as an expedient to preserve peace and harmony among the bishops.^>^ 
Et ng xlt^gixdg ^ latxdg dgxoQtgfikvog ^toi didexTog, ^nsiOdhf 
kv ktiQCf, n6l€if SsxOrl divev ygafifiditap avararixwy, dtjpo^^^fr^^tu 
ytal 6 deidcf^vog xal 6 dsxdetg* el dk ^gMquTfikvog etij, innet-^ 
viffOat a^T^ i dgfOQiaftdg^ d^ ytevtrafUyt^ 9tal ^affyiavi^ T^y 
IxxiriGiav TOiJ dBf^^^Can, Apowt,, 12, (13), p. 2. 
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which he could, at any time, apply upon those who might 
become the object of his displeasure. 

The transgressor who fell under ecclesiastical censure 
was doomed to a long train of the most humiliating acta^ 
in token of his penitence, better suited by far to illustrate 
the tremendous power of these bans than to lead him to 
true repentance. However that may be, a despotic govern^ 
ment is strong and stable in proportion to the form of those 
sanctions, by which it secures obedience to its authority. 
The rigors of this penance, accordingly, invested the dio- 
cesan with authority adequate for the administration of 
his government. 

If any received such an one to his communion he was 
himself liable to the sentence of excommunication. 

n. Results of the diocesan organization. 

Under this head we shall confine our attention chiefly 
to its influence in establishing an aristocracy in the church, 
and in preparing the way for a full development of the 
hierarchy, under a metropolitan organization, to which the 
diocesan soon gave place. 

1. It established the pre-eminence of the bishop in the 
city over the neighboring churches. 

The distinction which conventional usage first gave him 
now became an established right. It was his official pre- 
rogative to nominate the presbyters to these churches. 
These presbyters continued still dependent upon him; 
and the churches themselves acknowledged a similar rela- 
tion to the parent church. Thus his became a cathedral 
church, tdn cathedra episcopi, from which the others had 
proceeded, and to which they acknowledged a filial re- 
lation. 

2. It was a virtual disfranchisement of the laity. 
They had, indeed, a voice in the elections of the bishop ; 

and some little participation still in the management of the 
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concenu of the church. But the sovereignty of the peo- 
jie was- effectually. lost. Every thing was carried* agree- 
ably to the will of the bishops, who united in themselves 
Ike right both to make and .to execute the laws for the 
government of the church. This union of the executive 
and legislative power in the same persons was subversive 
of all true religious liberty, as it ever has been of all 
political freedom. It removed the checks and" guards of 
a ^pular government against the exercise of arbitrary 
power. It invested the bishops with prerogatives, which 
can never*be entrusted, with safety, to any man or body of 
men. The subsequent history of the church abundantly 
illustrates the disastrous consequences of this surrender 
of the popular rights into the hands of the clergy. " To 
revive Christ's church is to expel the Antichirist of the 
priesthood, which,' as it was foretold of him, as God, sitteth 
m the temple of* God, showing himself that he is God, and 
to restore its disfranchised members, the laity, to the dis- 
charge of their proper duties in it, and to the consciousness 
of their paramount importance." ^^ 

'3. The government was oppressive upon the laity, by 
entrusting to the bishop exclusively the right of ecclesias- 
tical censure. 

This right, again, may have been exercised, at first, with 
Bdoderation, and often with single regard to the purity of 
Ae church and the honor of religion. But it gave the 
bishops a dangerous control over the private membert of 
the church. It might inspire them with the fear of man, 
and make them more careful to escape the censure of the 
diocesan, than anxious- to avoid .sinning against God. 
How strictly this prerogative of the bishop was guarded 
we have already seen. The pass of the bishop was indis- 
pensable in all cases to commend a stranger to- the fellow- 
ship of his Christian brethren. The ateence of this was 

" Christiu JAh, hj. Arnold, p. AS. 
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presumptive evidence against him. Under censure, he 
had no redress, however unjustly it might have heen 
inflicted ; and could only be restored at the pleasure of his 
own diocesan. Such was the subjugation to which this 
system of government reduced the laity, — a subjugation, to 
which the laity of the Episcopal church in America seem 
to be fast sinking, under the continual encroachments of the 
bishops upon their rights. '^ To confine the decisions of all 
cases which must arise in every well-ordered society, to the 
clergymen, or to the clergy alone, and thus to consolidate 
in their hands the entire government of the body, is coDr 
trary to the very first law of all society, which provides 
that no man shall be judge in his own cause. On this 
principle, there is no society, no freedom, no protection 
from oppressive and despotic rule, no bulwark against that 
resistless tide, with which power, when lodged in the hands 
of a few weak and imperfect men, encroaches upon the 
territory, and the just rights, of all who are opposed to it 
.Nor can that ecclesiastical system be possibly republican, 
or consonant to the genius of our free commonwealths, 
which subjugates the laity to the clergy, and the inferior 
clergy, as they are ignobly called, to the higher, and which 
attaches a supremacy of power to an aristocratic class." ^® 

4. It destroyed the independence of the clergy of the 
diocesan. 

They who, by their proximity to the bishop, were 
brought into familiar intercourse with him, or were not so 
immediately dependent upon him, still maintained a certain 
degree of independence. But the principle of subordina- 
tion, and of subjection to the authority of the diocesan, 
was inherent in the system, and clearly manifested. His 
authority was, indeed, far less oppressive than it afterwards 
became. There was still a strong republican spirit, that 
could not be worn away, or crushed at once. The 

M Smjtfa'i EccL RepubUcaninn, pp. 81, 82. 
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ehmelies had still some yoice in the management of their 
affidra. They had a right to appoint, and to remove their 
clergy at pleasure, — a right, which even Cyprian, in the 
middle of the third century, fully acknowledges. He 
admits, that the *' people, in obedience to the commands of 
the Lord, and in the fear of God, ought to separate them-- 
selves from a minister of an immoral character; nor should 
they mingle in the services of a sacrilegious priest, for 
they especially have power to choose the worthy, and to 
xefiise the unworthy." i* This right of the church afforded 
the clergy, also, the means of resisting the encroachments 
of the bishops, by making interest with the people. It was, 
accordingly, the policy of the bishops at this time to exercise 
their authority with moderation. 

The presbyters were also the privy counsellors still of 
the bishop in ecclesiastical matters, and preached, and bap- 
tiiied in common with him, with this distinction, that in the 
discharge of these duties, the bishop took precedence of the 
other clergy. Still the authority of the bishop was such 
as practically to destroy the independence of the clergy; 
and, in theory, was imperative over them. 

But the bishops found means soon to effect the subjection 
of the clergy to their control. They could, in no instance, 
travel into a neighboring province without a pass from the 
bishop. Much less could a presbyter or deacon transfer 
himself from one church to another, without the bishop's 
consent. If any one should presume so to do, or if another 
should receive him who came without the bishop's consent, 
the consequence was expulsion from his office.^ 

M Propter qaod plebfl, obeeqaens praeceptis dominicis et Deum metuent, 
apeccatore praeposito separare debet, nee se ad sacrilegi sacerdotis sacri- 
ficia miserere, quoniam ipsa maxima habeat potestatem vel eligendi dignot 
Mcerdotes, rel indignos recusandi.— £j9. 68, p. 118. 

** Et Tiff ni^ea^i&i€QOs ^ didxat'os Vi oioif tov xaTaXdyov tir 
xhjQix&p datolel^ag t^k davjov nagoixlar elg Irl^y dniXOrf, 
jMii narrelvig fuzaatdg (^Mftqi^jf ip diUti} fut^o$Mlq naQd yv6fttiw 
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5. It entrusted the bishop with a dangerous prerogaUyet 
by giving him the control of the revenue of the church. * 

This was a prerogative alike dangerous and unjust Id ita 
character, and injurious in its practical results. .. It was aa 
established principle in. the polity of the church, at ihia 
tim^, that the bishop, who had the supremacy in spiritual 
things, ought the more to have the same in things tempo- 
ral.^^ Accordingly, the goods and property of the chuicb, 
its revenues, and receipts of every kind, were submitted to 
the disposal of the bishop. It was, indeed, expected that 
they would be used with moderation, and equitably dia- 
tributed, according to a certain rule. . The other clergy 
were entitled to act in concert with the bishop in the distri- 
bution; but there was still abundant opportunity for the 
exercise of arbitrary power. He was, virtually, amenable 
to no one, for he could only be impeached by hi? clergy, 

TOv Idlov kni(nc6nov iovtov TtsXsxjOfiev fir^tckji^ XenbvqfBXVf 
ftAlicna el Ttgogxalovfiivov aidtbv. tov intaxdnov a^dwd inaveX^ 
ObXv o^x ^n^^ovasv intfidvcjv jrj CLia^itf &g XaXxdg /ikvioilnetua 
xoivaiveiru). — Apost. Can.j 14 (15), Brtms, p. 3. Comp./also, COnc. As« 
tioch, c. 3. Lacxlic, c. 42. Arelat., c. 21. Chalced., c. 20. . Nicci c. 16. 
Cartbag., 1, c. 5. Sardic, 16, 18, &c., &c. Siegel, 11, p. 462. 

" n&vXfov ribv .ejxxX7j(TiaaTixil)v nqayn&ibiv 6 irtlaxoTrog i/lm 
T'^y qrQOvtida xal dtoixelrot) a^rd, (hg deov iq)OQ(avjog' fiii Iffi?- 
vai d^ ixi5T(a aqtSTeQil^iTdai jl |$ aiTUty ^ avyyeviaip idloig vd 
TOW Oeov xotglleadul' el dk nipt^reg eJev, hmxoQtjyelTOi) &g nivi^ 
(Tiv, diXXu /M^ nqoqxxaei, toOtov ict i^j hxxXrjaiag dinEfnioXBlxn. 
II^(TTdT70jii6P hnlaxoTTOv h^ovalttv I'/eti' jb}P t^j ixxXrjalag 
nqayfi&Tbiv el ydig idj rifiiag t(op 6.vdq(hn(x)v xpv^^g adr$ 
niaxeviiop ; noXXia dp fiaXXop dkot Inl ribv XQW^"^^^ iPiiXXca^ 
dai>^ SiOie xoLtdt. T^Jf a-djov i^ovalav ndpta dioixeladat^ seal 
TOlg deofiivoig di>^ tiop nqetj^vTiqiap xal diaxdpoip lni,xoqriyfii9~ 
Oat fiexd. q)6^ov jov deov xal Tiiiarjg etXa^elag' ^exaXaii^&ifBW 
dh xai aiibp T(bp 'dedpiijjp (ft'ye deono) elg idig diPayxalag a^x^ 
Xqelag xal tC)p ini^evovfi^pap dideXg)(iiPf ^g x«rd fitjdipa t^^tsof 
aixoi>g ibaxeQeXaOar 6 yd^ vdfiog xov deov diex&Saxo, x<idg t$ 
dvaiaaitjQlff imjQSxovPiag ix xov Ovoiaaxiiqlov xgtgyBO&m** 
SrtBinBQ oM ajgaxtinai nois idioig 6if/wpiotg onXa xard noAa- 
fUmP inHpkQOVxai.'—ApoBL Can., 97 {39), 40 (41), Brung, pp. 6, 7. 
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who received their monthly rations from him, divisianem 
mensuram, and, accordingly, would be slow to endanger 
their living by exposing themselves to' his displeasure% 
Under these circumstances, they were reduced to a humili- 
ating subordination, which exposed them to the oppressive 
exactions of arbitrary power, while it gave security to the 
Inriiop in the exercise of it. How' closely some of our 
bishops have copied after this odious canon, we have seen 
at the close of the preceding chapter. 

The council. of Antioch, A. D. 341, gave the bishops 
entire control over all the property of ijie church ; atld the 
S3rnod of Grangra, A. D. 362 — 370, pronounced their solemn 
anathema upon any one who should either give or receive 
any of the goods of the church without authority from the 
bishop.22 The oppressive bearings of this system arc- 
dearly and concisely stated by Siegel,^ and more at length, 
by Planck.^ Without the guidance of another, however, 
they must be obvious to any one. The subsequent history 
of the church is the best expositor of this policy; as unjusti* 
as it was' impolitic and injurious. " Responsibility to the 
people, isj therefore, a fundamental principle of republican- 
ism; a responsibility which gives the most insignificant 
contributor of his money towards any ofbject, a right to 
examine into the manner in which it is disbursed:"^ • 

• 

'*'£)! T*s xaQnog)6gt(ig ixxlrjaiaaTixdcg ldeXo& lafi^dveiv iji . 
did6vai> ?|a) T^g IxxXrialag naqdi yp(i}firjv lov iTticrxdnov l| t5 
lyxnxBiqiOfii'^v xd TOiavra, xal fiii fieTd yv(hfjt7}g adis idilo§L 
ngaTTStfV, b^v^defiatajfa. EX jig didoX i) la/i^dvoi' xaqnotpof^lav 
ftagexTdg tb eniaxdnov ^ tb ennexayfuvov slg olxovo/niap 
Si^oitagf xal 6 dtdoifg xal 6 Xafi^dyov dLvdOsfia ^ajof, — Cone, 
Gang., 1, 8, Brims, p. 108. Comp. Cone. Aurel., 1, c. 14, 15. 

M Handbuch, 11, p. 463. «< Gesell. Verfass., 1, pp. 381—402. 

^ " The great rule of all free institutions, — thtU the.people alone shdU ki$ 
taxes, — a vital principle of all constitutional government, — an essential 
guaranty of all safe public administration, — ^has become involved, is at 
■take 3 that solemn canon of republican creeda, — that hi^ fundamentftL 
law,— no, su, not a law, the mere part of a code, or a conatitntioii 3 it ii 

24 
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6. It gave the bishop unjust power over the clergy, in 
inflicting upon them ecclesiastical censure. 

These censures were, indeed, administered at first with 
caution, and not without the concurrence of a part, at least, 
of the clergy and of the church. Such moderation was 
requisite, to prevent a combination of the clergy and of the 
people against the bishop; and the more so, before the 
introduction ^of that insidious regulation which gave the 
bishop, who inflicted the penalty, the sole right of removing 
it at pleasure. This crafty policy, introduced partly by ex- 
plicit coalition of the bishops, and partly by silent consent, 
had more influence than any other in completing the sub- 
jugation of the clergy, and settling upon the churches the 
government of an oppressive ecclesiastical aristocracy. The 
right of appeal to the civil authority was also strictly 
denied.^ 

7. It was the occasion, in a great degree, of breaking 
down the good order and discipline of the church, which 
had hitherto prevailed. 

This was the direct result of those collisions between the 
bishops and presbyters, to which we have already alluded. 
" The bishops claimed to have the highest authority, and 
acted accordingly in the government of the church. The 
presbyters refused to acknowledge this claim, and strove to 
make themselves independent of the bishops. This strife 
between the Presbyterian and Episcopal systems is of the 
utmost importance in developing the moral and religious 
state of the church in the third century. Many presbyters 
made use of their irrfluence to disturb the order and disci- 
pline of the church. This strife was in every way injurious 
to the order and discipline of the church." ^7 

itMlf a constitution ; for, give bat that, and a real constitution must follow j 
take it away, and there is an end of all practical freedom." — Mr. Archer*! 
Speech in Congress, Aug. 1, 1842. See Locke on Government, c.7, $ 9i. 
Works, Vol. II, p. 254— Smy(A'« Ecd. Republicanigm, p. 27. 

*> Cone. Antioch, Can. 11. 

*i Neander, Allgem. Kirch. Gesch., 1, pp. 329, 330, Sd ed. 



CHAPTER IX. 

THE METROPOLITAN GOVERNMENT. 

Tms was a more comprehensive organization, to which 
the diocesan soon gave place. It is not easy to define with 
precision the date of its establishment, neither is it impor- 
tant. It was not the production of a day, but the result of 
a gradual modification of the diocesan government, by a 
further concentration of Episcopal power, and the exten- 
sion of its influence over a wider range of territory. 
These modifications were not altogether the same in 
every country, nor were they simultaneously eflected. 
The metropolitan government was developed in the East- 
em church as early as the first half of the fourth century. 
The council of Nice, A. D. 325, c. 4, ordered, that the 
" bishops should in the provinces be subject to the metro- 
politan;" and again, c. 6, "that no one should be appointed 
bishop without the consent of the metropolitan." The 
council of Antioch, A. D. 341, c. 9, defined and established 
fully the rights of the metropolitan. 

The establishment of a hierarchy in the West followed 
at a period somewhat later. The Christian religion was 
not introduced so early into these countries as in those of 
the East. It' was still more blended with pa^nism^ 
especially in the provinces and remote districts ; and the 
government of the churches was more unsettled than in 
those of the Eastern church. Still it was at different times 
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finally introduced into the different districts of the. Western 
church. 

The capital of the province was not, of necessity, the 
seat of the metropolitan see, nor did the limits of metropoli- 
tan jurisdiction uniformly coincide with those of a province. 
In Africa peculiar respect was paid to seniority of office. 
The hishop of Carthage, however, was usually regarded as 
the primate of the country. This church was also distin- 
guished for its peculiar attachment to the popular freedom 
of the primitive church ; and, to soQie extent, successfully 
resisted the encroachments of ftietropolitah usurpation. It 
would he interesting to pursue this hranch of the suhject, 
and inquire into the causes which led to* the selection of 
the several cities which hecame the seat, respectively, of 
the metropolitan see, but we must content ourselves l^y 
dimply saying, that this distinction was conferred upon 
Jerusalem, Antioch, Caesarea, Alexandria, Ephesus, Co- 
rinth, Rome, Carthage, Lyons, and others. Thus in time 
.the metropolitan government, in place of the diocesan, was 
settled upon the whole Christian church. 

I. Means of its establishment. 

The supremacy which the bishops had already acquired, 
together with the increasing extension of Christianity, somi 
introduced this organization as a new form of the hierarchy. 
After becoming the state religion under Constantine, Chris- 
tianity spread with great rapidity. Small churches became 
large Christian communities, of sufficient importance to 
claim the privilege of having bishops of their own, in the 
place of presbyters. These bishops, however,, like the 
presbyters who preceded them, still sustained certain rela- 
tions to the bishop of the metropolis, and, in many wajrs, 
conceded to him the pre-eminence. It was his prerogative 
to summon the meetings of the synod, to make the intro- 
ductory address, to preside over their deliberations, and to 
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publish the results of their council. The publication of 
these results made him known in all the churches. All 
official returns from other churches and councils were also 
made to him, — all which contributed to establish his supe- 
riority, and to give him a controlling influence over thjB 
other bishops of the province. These provincial bishops 
soon began to be emulous of receiving consecration at the 
hands of the metropolitan ; and, accordingly, he began, as 
opportunity presented, to assume the right of ordaining. 
Thus the process of centralization went steadily on, widen- 
ing the circle of its influence, and drawing more under the 
power of the primate. 

This authority was, as yet, wholly conventional, so that 
his official superiority was virtually conceded to him, and 
established, before the intention was entertained of confirm- 
ing it by statute-law. The name of metropolitan had not 
yet been conferred upon him, but in the councils of this 
period he is styled primate, primate of the apostolical see^ 
&x:.^ But about the beginning of the fourth century, the 
prerogatives of the metropolitan began to be the subject of 
statute regulations. As in civil matters, the smaller towns 
and villages were dependent upon the larger, and all mutu- 
ally dependent upon the capital of the province, so in the 
church, -the country was divided into ecclesiastical districts, 
corresponding, even in name, with those of the state. Thus 
the church received from the Roman state, without change 
of signification, the terms, metropolis, diocese, &c. ; so that 
the names of the diflferent orders of the clergy denoted not 
their official duties; so much as their local relations and 
relative rank. Hence, the names of rural and city bish- 
ops, — provincial^ diocesan, and metropolitan.^ 

1 Comp. Ziegler's Vereuch., pp. 69— 71, 

' The develppment of the metropolitan system ifi briefly stated by. Siegel, 
Handbacfai, 1.1, p. 264, seq.; and more at length, by' Planck, Gesell. Verftaf., 
1, pp. 57!2— ii96/aiid by Ziegler, pp. 61— 164. 
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We are ndw arrived td that perio.d in the histocy of the 
ehurch, ini which its government appears almost in total 
contrast with that of. its apostolical and primitive organixa- 
tion. "fhe supreme authority is no longer vested in the 
cjiurch collectively, under a popular administration, hut in. 
. an ecclesiastical aristocracy, entrusting the government of 
the church to a clerical hierarchy, who .hoth make and 
administer the laws, without the intervention of the people. 
This, then, is a proper point to pause, and contemplate the 
practical hearings and results of this system of ecclesiastical 
polity which has taken the place of that which the church 
originally redeived at the hands of the apostles. 

• II. Besults of the system. 

^ These may he contemplated, in their relations to the laity, 
to the clergy, and to the general interests of religion. 
• . 1. In regard to the laity. 

(a) It destroyed the sovereignty of the church as a col- 
lective body. 

The sovereign authority was formerly vested, not in the 
apostles, not in the clergy, but in the whole body of the 
church. They enjoyed the inherent right of all popular 
assemblies,— that of enacting their own laws and regulations, 
and of controlling the execution of them, by electing their own 
officers for the administration of their government. Under 
the Episcopal government, this cardinal right, the only basis 
of all rational liberty, civil or religious, was taken away from 
them. They had no part in framing the rules by which 
they were governed. Though they still retained some 
control over the election of their spiritual rulers, the system 
itself was already a .virtual disfranchisement of the people ; 
and finally resulted in the total separation of the people 
from' all part even in the elections to ecclesiastical offices. 
The law-making power was now entirely in the hands of the 
bishops, who gave laws to the people, under the sanction of 



THE MBTBOFOLITAN GOYBWfMJ^lfT. MS' 

diyine authority, and executed them at their own pleasure. 
The result is given by Planck, in the following terms: 
" From the spirit t)f most of the ordinances which these 
new lawgivers miade for the laity, this much, at least, is 
apparent from the execution of them, that they were directly 
designed or adapted to bring the people yet more under the 
yoke- of the clergy, or to give them opportunity more fre- 
quently and fitmly to exercise their power." 3 

{b) It exposed the laity to unjust exactions, by uniting 
the legislative and executive branches of government. 

The union of these has ever been the grfsind expedient of 
despotic usurpation ; and it holds good, as truly in church 
as in -state, that when those two great departments of gov- 
ernment are united in one and the same man, or body of 
men, the subjugation of the people is well nigh completed. 
They may have wise and good magistrates, who will gra- 
ciously extend over them a virtuous administration; but 
the cheeks and restraints by which the popular rights are 
guarded in every free government, are efiectually removed* 
They were thus taken away in the church by the organiza- 
tion now under consideration. The people had no adequate 
protection against the exercise of arbitrary power, nor any 
available mode of redress, under the injustice to which they 
stood ejqposed. 

But the clergy enjoyed many privileges, by which they 
were, in a measure, withdrawft from the operation of law, 
on the one hand, and on the other, were entrusted with 
. civil and judicial authority over the laity. Three particu- 
lars are stated by Planck. 

1. In certain civil cases they exercised a direct jurisdic- 
tion over the laity. 

2. The state submitted entirely to them the adjudication 
of all o£[ences.of the laity, of a religious nature. 

3. Certain other cases, styled ecclesiastical, causae ecdesi* 
asticae, were tried before them exclusively. 

> GeieU. Verfan ., 1, pp. 46S, 463. 
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The practical bearings of this arrangement, and its effects 
upon the clergy and the laity, are detailed by the same 
author, to whom we must refer the reader.* 

(c) The laity were separated injuriously from the con- 
trol of the revenues which they contributed, both for the 
maintenance of the government of the church, and for 
charitable purposes. 

This obnoxious feature in the ecclesiastical polity, which 
prevailed at this time, has been already- mentioned. It is, 
obviously, an equitable principle, that every man or body of 
men should themselves be at liberty to do as they will 
¥^th their own. This principle requires every government 
that would respect the rights of the people, to submit to them, 
in some form, the control of the revenue. To deny them 
this right is injustice, oppression, unmitigated despotism. 
The hierarchy was a spiritual despotism, which completed 
the subjugation of the people, by removing them from a 
just participation in the disbursement of the revenues of 
the church. All measures of this nature, instead of origi- 
nating with the people, as in all popular governments, 
began and ended with the priesthood.^ The wealth of the 
laity was now made to flow in streams into the church. 
New expedients were devised to draw money from them.* 
Constantino himself also contributed large sums to enrich 
the coffers of the church, which he also authorized, A. D. 
321, to inherit property by will."^ This permission opened 
new sources of wealth to the clergy, while it presented 
equal incentives to their cupidity. With what address 

* Gesell. Verfass., 1, p. 308, seq. 

* Cone. Gan., Can. 7, 8. Bracar. 11> c. 7. The above canons clearly 
indicate the unjust and oppressive operation of this system. 

^ It was a law of the church in the fourth century, that the laity should, 
every Sabbath, partake of the sacrament ; the effect of which law was to 
augment the revenues of the church, each communicant being required to 
bring his offering to the altar. Ailerwards, when this custom was discon- 
tinued, the offering was still claimed. — Cong. Agaih., A. D. 585, c. 4. 

V Cod. Theod. 4, 16, Tit. t, C. 4. Euseb., 10, 6. Sozomen, Lib. 1, e. 8. 
Lib. 5, 6. 
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they employed their newly-acquired rights is apparent firom 
the fact stated by Planck, ** that in the space of ten yean 
every man, at his decease, left a legacy to the church; andt 
within fifty years the clergy, in the several provinces, tmr 
def the color of the church, held in their possession one 
teTUh part of the entire property of the province. By 
the end of the fourth century, the emperors themsdivlBS 
were obliged to interpose to check the accumulation of 
these immense revenues: — a measure which Jerome said 
he could not regret, but he could only regret that his 
Inrethren had made it necessary.^ Many other expedients 
were attempted to check this insatiable cupidity, but they 
only aggravated the evil which they were intended to 
relieve. 

(d) The system in question was not only a violation 
of the natural rights of the laity, but it was equally inju^ 
lious to their spiritual interests. 

If it be important that the people should appoint thpse 
who . rule over them in civil government^ much more is it 
that they should control the appointment of those who are 
to.be set over them in the Lord. It is a serious objection 
to this system that it interfered with this religious privilege. 
The clergy were elected- by the bishop, arid the bishop 
again, appointed. the clergy. The intervention of the peo- 
ple was often a form, and even the form itself was finally 
discontinued. A ministry imposed in this manner upon a 
people, must of necessity be coldly received and compara- 
tively barren in its results. This topic . opens a fruitful 
subject of remark, but it has already come under consid- 
eration, and we submit it to the reflections of the reader 
without further remark. 

(e) The tendency of this form of government was to 
render the laity indiflferent to the religious interests of the 
church. 

• Gefell.-VerftM., 1, p. 281. Comp. Pertach', Kireli. Wtit,, sec. 11, cS. 



S66 THE FRXMITtVE' CmiBCH. 

It left them no part in administering the concerns of the 
church; and the consequence seems inevitable, that t^ey 
would do little for the promotion of its purity. The moral 
obligation rested, indeed upon them, to which, however, 
they must of necessity become in a measure insensible, 
having little opportunity to act directly in the fulfilment of 
their duty. If scandals abounded, it belonged not to them 
to remove them. If a case of discipline occurred, it began 
and ended with the clergy. Every thing tended to sep- 
arate the laity from the care of the church ; and practically 
to influence them to neglect the duty of watching and 
striving together for the maintenance of practical godliness 
among all its members. Their religious and covenant 
obligations, if acknowledged, pressed not upon them with 
the interest of an urgent and present duty. The severity 
of the penalties which the system of penance inflicted was 
such also that, by mutual consent, they connived at the 
oflfences of the church, and concealed them, to prevent the 
bishops from exercising their authority in this way ; and 
thus the discipline of the church came to be neglected. 

(/) The tendency of the system was to sunder the 
private members of the church from each other, and to 
prevent the enjoyment of their mutual fellowship and 
watchfulness one over the other. 

The connection of each member with the church was a 
transaction between him and his bishop or presbyter. The 
ordinary members of the church, having no agency in the 
transaction, could have little oneness of feeling, or union of 
spirit, with those who were, from time to time, enrolled- on 
the records of the church. They were received to the 
ordinances of the church, rather than to the fellowship, 
the confidence and aflfection of brethren, one in heart, in 
sympathy and Christian love with them. The estrange- 
ment under such circumstances is mutual. Nor is it easy 
to see how there can be that blending of spirit and flow of 
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lore between all of the several members, and that mutual 
watchfulness for each other's welfare, which Christ designed 
as one of the richest privileges of Christian fellowship. 

The mutual estrangement and the general neglect of 
Christian watchfulness and discipline which dishonored the 
church at this time is forcibly exhibited by Eusebius, who 
lived in the age now under consideration; he says, — "After 
Christianity through too much liberty was changed into lax- 
ness and sloth — then began men to envy and revile one 
another ; and to wound one another as if with arms and 
spears in actual warfare. Then bishop arose against bishop, 
and church against church. Great tumult prevailed, and 
hypocrisy and dissimulation were carried to the highest 
pitch. And then began the divine vengeance, as is usual, 
to visit us ; and such was the condition of the church that 
the most part came not freely together."^ 

"As things now are, all is corrupted and lost. The 
church is little else than a stall for cattle, or a fold for 
camels and asses ; and when I go out in search of sheep 
I find none. All are rampant and refractory as herds of 
horses and wild asses; everything is filled with their 
abounding corruptions." ^® Similar sentiments occur abun- 
dantly in the writers of the third and fourth centuries and 
the ages following. 

(g) This system was a gross infringement of the right 
of private judgment in religion. 

It was a law strictly enforced that every laymen should be 
careful blindly to believe, without inquiry, without evidence, 
all that the church, represented by the bishop in synod, 
should prescribe. The evidence he was not competent to 
examine. Here is the origin of that papal policy that 
denies the Bible to the laity, and the pattern of that "prudcTU 
reserve^^ which Puseyism inculcates in preaching the gos- 
pel to the common people. The exercise of one's private 

* £ccl. Hist., 8, c. 1. 10 CluyMMtom, Horn. 89, in Math., Vol. 1, p. 890. 



jttigment, leading him to dissent from the prescribed ar^ 
cles, was not only a heinous sin, but a violation of the l«tr 
of the state, punishable with severe penalties.^! 

"In endeavoring by the secular arm, to compel all the 
Christians to entertain the same speculative opinions, the 
questions then debated, the sovereigns at once turned free 
discussions into controversy and strife. They inflamed 
itisftead of extinguishing party spirit. They formally <fi- 
vided the church into sects. They entailed the disputes 
of their own times, as an inheritance of sorrow to posterity, 
atid wrote Intolerance over the portal of the house of 

2. Results of the metropolitan government upon the 
clergy. 

The clergy, under this system, appear in many respects^ 
in strong contrast to the ministry of the apostolical axA 
primitive churches. 

(a) Their officers are greatly multiplied. Instead of 
two classes of ecclesiastical officers, as the ordinary mifiiflK 
ters of the church, there are now many in different degrees 
of rank, defined with the precision and guarded with the 
caution almost of military or naval discipline. The m- 
crease of the churches would, of necessity, require a cor- 
responding increase in the number of its ministers. So 
that even in the second century, there were ChristiJELn 
churches which had twenty or thirty presbyters and some- 
times as many deacons.^^ This latter class however was 
more generally limited to the number of seven. ^^ But we 

" Sozomen, EccL Hist, Lib. 7, c. 6. Codex Theodosian, L. 16, 
tit Z, 1. 2. 

*' Rev. Thomas Hardy, cited in Dr. Brown's Law of Christ; respecting 
ci^ril obedience, p. -512. 

>' Christ. Antiq. Art. Deacons, chap. 3, $ 10, p. 107, seq. 

^* The church at Rome under Cornelius, 4* D. 250, had 46 presbyteiiy 
7 deacons, 7 sub-deacons, 42 clerks, besides 52 exorcists, readers, janiton, 
dM. EiMeb., £cel. Hitt, Lib. 6, c. 43. 
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hmve DOW several entirely new classes of officers in the 
church, sub-deaconSf dcolythsy readers, exorcists, door-keepers, 
ice. To these were subsequently added many others, adwh 
cotes, aifydixoi, apocrisiarii, cimeliarchs, custodes, mansionarn, 
^tarii, ouxmomoi, syncelli, &c., Sec. The specific duties of 
these sevejral officers are briefly stated in our Antiquities 
of the Christian Church,i^ and more at length in the larger 
works of Bingham, Augusti, Siegel and Boehmer. 
These new officers, some of which were merely titular, 
had their origin, not in the exigencies of the church, but 
from other' causes, which indicate still farther changes in 
die ministry and the existing government, that remain to 
be mentioned. To one of these, allusion has already been 
made, but it requires a more specific consideration. 

(b) The distinctions between the different orders of the 
clergy are drawn with great care, and cautiously guarded. 
The councils of the period abound with canons defining 
the boundaries of the respective grades of the clergy. 
Henceforward history is especially employed in describing 
their errors and disputes. Gregory Nazianzen, A. D. 360, 
in view of these ambitious contentions, exclaims, "How I 
wish there had been no precedence, no priority of place, 
no authoritative dictatorship, that we might be distinguished 
by virtue alone. But now this right hand, and left hand,, 
and middle, and higher and lower, this going before and 
going in company, have produced to us much unprofitable 
affliction, — brought many into a snare, and thrust them 
out among the herd of the goats; and they, not only of the 
inferior order, but even of the shepherds, who, though 
masters in Israel, have not known these things."!^ " I am 
worn out — with contending against the envy of the holy 
bishops ; disturbing the public peace by their contentions, 
and subordinating the Christian faith to their own private 
interests.". . . "If I must write the whole truth, I am de- 

ifi Chapter IV, pp. 119—130. M Orat J8, VoL i, p. 484. 
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termined to absent myself from all assemblies of the 
bishops; for I have never seen a happy result of any 
councils, nor any that did not occasion an increase of evils, 
rather than a reformation of them by reason of these per- 
tinacious contentions, and this vehement thirst for power, 
such as no words can express." ^"^ 

(c) The clergy manifest a strong party feeling. 

There is an esprit du corps, which separates them in 
interest and feeling from the lower orders, and from the 
church. They have become one party, and the church 
another; each with their separate interests. And these too 
often are contrary, the one to the other. This spirit mani- 
fested itself particularly in their synods, where the bishops 
sought to depress as much as possible the other orders of 
the clergy. Even when they had occasion to inflict cen- 
sure upon their own number, the hierarchy never forgot 
the interests of their order, in respect to the other. ^^ Qn 
the other hand, many rules were prescribed regulating the 
relative rank of the presbyters, deacons and subordinate 
officers; and the violating of these rules was punished 
with increasing frequency and severity. For proof of this 
reference may be had to the councils of Elvira, Neocaesarea 
and Nice.^9 

"They (the bishops) had the means of carrying any 
measure for their own advantage ; and, while they con- 
tinued united, it was not easy for a whole church, even, 
and much more, for a single individual of the clergy, or 
of the laity, to oppose them. Even if a whole church came 
into collision with their bishop, they must submit to the 
decision of the provincial synod, of the metropolitan, and 
also of his fellow-bishops. The danger was, that these aU, 
and even the churches of the province, would agree in a 

» Ep. Philagrio, 65, al. 59, p. 823, and Ep. Procopio, 55, al. 42, p. 814. 
^ Cone. Antioch., c. 2, Synod. Gangr., c. 7, 8. Cone. Chalcedon, c. 8. 
19 Comp. Cone. Laodic., c. 20, 42, 56. 
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coalition against the party who began the prosecution ; so 
that, in the end, they would be excluded from the bonds of 
Christian fellowship. Who can suppose that the bishops 
could be men, and not act, in such circumstances, for the 
interest of their order ?"20 

Is it at all easier now for a layman to oppose successfully 
the will of the bishop ? Is not his authority as absolute 
now as then, and his will as certainly carried into effect ? 
Let the doings of the late convention at New York be 
consulted for a reply. 

(d) Under these circumstances, strong temptations are 
presented to the lower orders, to become the sycophants of 
the higher for the promotion of their own interests. 

The inevitable consequence of entrusting the offices of 
the church to the arbitrary disposal of the bishops, is to 
surround them with a crowd of sycophants, eager to se« 
cure their favor. 

" They flatter the rulers, they affectionately salute the 
influential, they carefully wait upon the rich ; the glory of 
God they disregard ; his worship they defile, religion they 
profane, Christian love they destroy. Their ambition is 
insatiable; they are ever striving after honor and fame. 
They aspire to be high in office ; and, to accomplish this 
end, spare not to excite the worst of enmities among the 
best of friends. "21 This is said by a Roman bishop, of 
his own clergy ; and Gregory of Nazianzen, at an earlier 
period, charges them with flattering the great and crouching 
to them in every way. But when they had others in their 
power, then were they more savage than lions ; and joined 
one party or another for the slightest reasons, like the 
polypus that can assume any color according to circum- 

«o Planck, Gesell. Verfass., 1, p. 179. Comp. p. 129. Ziegler's Versuch., 
&c., pp. 56, 67. 

'1 Leo VII, Epist. ad Episc. Bavar. ap. ATentinam et in Catal. Test. 
Vet., p. 209. Cited in Arnold's Wahre Al>bildang, p. 919. 
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stances.^ At another time he describe^ them as " seducing 
flatterers, flexible as a bough, -savage as a lion to the weak, 
cringing as a dog to the powerful, who knock at the daatSf 
not of the learned, but of the great, and value highest, not 
what is useful, but what is pleasing to others."^ 

" Wherever," says Robert H[all, " religion is established 
by law, with splendid emoluments and dignities annexed to 
its profession, the clergy, who are candidates for these r dis- 
tinctions, will ever be prone to exalt the prerogative, not 
only in order to strengthen the arm on whioh they leas, 
but that they may the more successfully ingratiate them- 
selves in the favor of the prince, by flattering those ambi* 
tious views and passions which ^e too readily entertained 
by persons possessed of, supreme power. The boasted 
alliance between church and state, on which so many 
• encomiums have been lavished, seems to have been little 
more than a compact between the priest and the magistrate 
to'betray the liberties of mankind, both civil and religious. 
To this the clergy on tljeir part at least have continued 
steady, shunning inquiry, fearful of change, blind to the 
corruptions of government, skilful to discern the signs of 
the times, and eager to improve every opportunity, and to 
employ all their art and eloquence to extend the preroga- 
. tive and smooth the approaches of arbitrary power. *^ 

(e) It is an objectionable feature of this system, that the 
clergy are entrusted with the exercise of both ecclesiastical 
and civil powers. 

Constantino gave to the bishops the right of deciding in 
secular matters, making them the highest court of judica- 
ture, and ordering that their judgment should be final and 
decisive as that of the emperor himself, ocgelToj ttj^ tw 
&XXoi)v dixaaiiav (Saavel nag& tov ^aailims i^BvexOeXaav^ 

«* Objurgat. in cler. Cited in Wahre Abbildung, p. 918. 

« De EpiscopiB, p. lOSl. Ed. Basil., 1571. Ed. Colon., 1990, Vol. 11, 
p. 904. 
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wliose officers were required to execute accordingly these 
decisions.^^ 

To what height the authority of the clergy finally rose 
in the government of the state we need not say. With 
the union of church and state under Constantino, the way 
was opened for the exercise of clerical influence in many 
ways, over the secular interests of both. Enough was 
done to excite in the bishops an ambition for worldly power, 
and scope sufficient was given for the play of these dan- 
gerous passions. The details we must leave the reader to 
pursue in the histories of the church. Siegel has men- 
tioned one crafty device, which sufficiently discovers the 
aspirations of prelatical ambition after political power. 
This was the rule which required " the subordinate clergy 
to obtain permission from the metropolitan to pay their 
visits to the emperor." The manifest design of this expe- 
dient was to overrule the appeals of the inferior clergy 
to Caesar, by embarrassing them in their approaches to 
him. In short, the policy of the bishops was to embarrass 
others as much as possible, in making appeal to the civil 
authority, while they themselves employed it to accomplish 
their own party purposes. " The bishop, for example, has 
some measure to carry, which he foresees will be opposed 
by others. He goes, therefore, to the palace and obtains 
from the emperor a decree in his own name, formed agree- 
ably to the will of the bishops. At another time, a new 
doctrine is to be put forth under the sanction of the whole 
church, as an article of faith. From this others dissent, 
and declare it to be erroneous. The bishop now makes 
interest at the palace, either to have a synod called by 
authority of the emperor to decide the point, or a decree 
comes direct from the court, declaring the article in ques- 
tion orthodox, and denouncing all who dissent from it as 
heretics. More frequently a presbyter would be a bishop, 

M Sozomen, Lib. 1 , c. 29. Comi. Vakshui in Eoieb., De Vit Conit, c;27. 

25* 
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or a bishop of a small and feeble church would be promoted 
to a higher and richer. But seeing that this in the ordi* 
nary course of things cannot be accomplished, he applies 
again to the palace, and has the address to obtain a recom- 
mendation, which has all the form of a command, or else 
an explicit decree, by virtue of which, without fiirthet 
trouble, he is advanced to his desired place. 

Hundreds of cases to this effect occur in the history of 
the fourth and fifth century. And all this, as any one 
must See, was entirely natural, according to the ordinary' 
course of things. When so. often availing themselves'of 
this right of appeal to the. emperors as they .did, could the 
bishops fail to remember they could in this way, not only 
serve the -church, but promote also their own convenience, 
and the furtherance of their desigfis?"25 

(/) '. A secular, . mercenary spirit noW dishonors the 
clergy! *" ' 

• The ' history of the times abounds with examples of the 
clergy who neglected or forsook their sacred duties to en- 
gage in jsecular pursuits for . mercenary purposes. So 
prevalent was this spirit among the clergy, that thecQunwl 
of Eliberis, A. D. 305, saw reason to rebulie" arid restrain 
jtj by requiring them, if they must ongage in trade, to con* 
fine their operations* to theit own prpvincve.^ 

' "The church that 'before by insensible degrees welkM 
and impaired^ now with large steps went down" hill decay- 
ing; at this time Antichrist began first to put. forth his horn, 
and that saying was common, that former times had 
wooden chalices and golden priests; but they, golden 
chalices and wooden priests. * Formerly,' says Sulpitius, 
* martyrdom by glorious death was sought more greedily 

w Planck, Gesell. Verfass., 1, pp. 269—271. Comp. pp. 453, 454. \ 
^ Cone. Eliberis, c. 4, Comp. Cone. Aurel.', 3, e. 27. Basil the Great 
complains that* some of the bishc^s administered ordination for hire,— 
making ^ven this "grsce'' an article of merchandize. A practice which 
he justly. condemnB.—jE?f|i. 53, Vol. til, p. 147. 
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than now bishoprics by vile ambition is hunted after,' 

speaking of these times ; and in another place, * they gape 

after possessions, they tend lands and livings, they cover 

over their gold, they buy and sell ; and if there be any 

that neither possess nor traffic, that which is worse, they 

sit still and accept gifts, and prostitute every endowment 

of grace, every holy thing to sale.' And in the end of his 

history thus he concludes ; * All things went to rack by the 

faction, wilfulness and avarice of the bishops ; and by this 

means God's people and every good man was held in 
scorn and derision.' "27 

{g) The disposition of the bishops to torture and pervert 
the language of Scripture to give importance to their order, 
is worthy of particular notice. 

Their reference to the Jewish priesthood, and the analo- 
gies which they sought from the Mosaic economy to justify 
their own ecclesiastical polity, have been already mentioned. 
]f rom the same- source sprang the conceit of the divine 
right of Episcopacy, of' the apostolical succession, ^nd of 
the validity and necessity of Episcopal ordination. On 
these topics another shall speak whose sentiments have 
been so often cited, and who has written on the constitution 
of the churQh hiore at length and with- greater ability, 
than any other historian. After adverting to their reference 
to the Jewish priesthood, to the transfer of the names of 
that priesthood to the clergy of the Christian church, and 
to the ansdogjes which were sought out between the chief 
priests of the temple, and the bishops of the church, 
Planck proceeds to say,': — " It is easy to see, and was fore- 
seen, what advantages they might gain if they could once 
bring this notion into circulation — that the bishops and 
presbyters \vefe set apart, not by the church, but hy God 
himself ;^—^ihaX' they held their office, and the rights of 

'•TMaton'sProse WorkB,Vpl. I,p.22. . 

*8 It was* a 'faTorite sentiinent of Cyprian, that God maket &e prieitt. 
Deus qui sacerdotes fac5it— JSpicL 69, 52. ' ' 
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their office, from God and not from the church — that they 
were not the servants of the church, but ordained of God 
to be its overseers, and appointed by him to be the guardians 
of it^ sanctity — that the service of the ministry for this 
new religion must .be performed altogether by them, and 
by their body — and, therefore, that they must of necessity 
constitute themselves a distinct order, and form a separate 
caste in the church; — all this was clearly manifest to their 
minds ; and, accordingly, they sought out with all diligence, 
the analogies from which all these consequences could so 
easily be drawn. 

"In view of the obvious advantages which the bishops 
would gain from the prevalence of such sentiments, one is 
not surprised that Cyprian sought so much to propagate 
them in his day. Having, therefore, so much interest in 
the promulgation of these sentiments, from which pro- 
ceeded, as a necessary consequence, the divine right 
of their office, the bishops found means more fully to es- 
tablish them by claiming to be the sticcessors of the apostles. 
They accordingly began now, for the first tirtie, to promul- 
gate, with a specific intent, this doctrine of the apostolical 
succession. The bishops had, indeed, from the beginning 
of the second century,^^ appropriated to themselves the 
title of the successors of the apostles, but it occurred to no 
one, and least of all to them, that they had of right in- 
herited the authority of the apostles, and were instated in 
all their rights. These claims, however, were not only 
put forth before the middle of the third century as an 
acknowledged right, but the bishops carefully availed them- 

*9 This author supposes the distinction between bishop and presbyter to 
have prevailed from the beginning — a distinction, however, appropriately 
implying no official superiority. '* The bishop perhaps regarded himself 
as somewhat different from a presbyter, but not at all superior to him. He 
thought himself more than a presbyter, only inasmuch as he had more to 
do than a presbyter.''— p. 31. 
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selves of the advantages resulting from an inheritance of 
the apostolical succession. 

" One of the advantages claimed was the • exclusive 
right of ordination. This favorite doctrine has ever since 
held a conspicuous place among their rights in the churcliu 
Indeed, it has been the ruling sentiment of the Episcopal 
hierarchy, — the foundation of this entire theory of an 
ecclesiastical ministry. The church were taught to believe 
that the right in question was borrowed from the ancient 
Jews; and that the apostles, by means of it, had originally 
inducted bishops and presbyters into office. ^o They were 
taught that the laying on of hands was, not merely a sym* 
bolical rite, but that it must be regarded as a religious act, 
having in itself a certain efficacy, by which the individual 
upon whom it had been rightly performed was not only 
invested with all the rights of the office, but was also 
rendered competent to impart to others the same clericftl 
grace. In a word, a mysterious and supernatural power 
was ascribed to this laying on of hands, by which the 
Holy Spirit was transmitted to the person who received 
ordination from them; just as the apostles, by the laying 
on of their hands, communicated the gift of working 
miracles. Acts 8; 17. 10: 47. 

" When once the bishop had come to be regarded as 
the successors of the apostles, they could easily lay claim 
also to the prerogatives and gifts of the apostles. Hence 
the 'doctrine that none but the bishops could administer a 
valid ordination ; for they, by being constituted the suc- 
cessors of the apostles, had alone the power, by the laying on 
of the hands, to impart a similar gift, with ability to trans* 
mit it unimpaired to others. In order more deeply to 
impress the new doctrine upon the minds of the people, or 
to inspire them with a firmer belief in it, they took car« 

^ Potestas Apostolis data est. . . . et episoopis; qui eii vicatia (wdma* 
tione sneoeseenmt— Cyprian, Ep. 75. 
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also to administer the rite of ordination with the appear- 
ance of greater formality and solemnity. This, in all 
probability, was the true reason for the custom of saying, 
in the laying on of the hands, Accipe Sanctum Spiritumf 
Receive the Holy Ghost ! 

"In the same connection came also the suggestion, that 
it was important, not merely for the bishops, but for the 
presbyters and deacons also to receive ordination.^^ They 
were accordingly ordained. The subordinate orders who 
had lately been instituted in the clergy, received also a 
kind of ordination. For, so far as the people could be im- 
pressed with a sense of the mysterious influence of this 
ceremony, they would regard him who had received the 
ordinance as another being, no longer on an equality with 
them ; and so the great end designed by all these things 
would be accomplished — that of impressing more deeply 
upon the minJs of the people that the clergy are a pectdiar 
doss of persons, set apart by God himself as a distinct order 
in the church"^ 

(h) The clergy manifest an intolerant, persecuting 
spirit. 

It is the legitimate effect of such pretensions as have 
been specified in the foregoing article. Dissent from their. 
doctrines becomes a denial of God's truth ; disobedience to 
their authority, rebellion against God; and heresy, the 
most heinous of sins. Accordingly, the great strife now is 
to guard against the spread of heretical opinions. He who 
ventures to promulgate them, fails not to draw down upon 
himself the severest penalties of prelatical power. The 
history of the church, from the fourth century, downward, 
is little else than a tedious recital of endless discussions of 

31 Cyprian at least admonished the deacons to remember that God ap- 
pointed the apostles, i. e., the bishops ^ but the deacons were constituted 
the ministers of the church by the apostles. Apostolos, id est episcopof 
Dominus elegit 3 Diaconos autem apostoli sibi constituerent ministroa.— 
Ep. 9. » GeseU. Verfais., 1, pp. 157—163. 
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forms of expression and of doctrines, by which the church 
is perpetually agitated, together with a humiliating exhi- 
bition of the bigotry and fiery zeal with which the charge 
of heresy was prosecuted. Many, according to Epiphanius, 
were expelled from the church for a single word or two, 
which, in the phraseology of it, might seem to be contrary • 
to the faith.33 The charges were frequently groundless^ 
often contemptible ; and so multifarious, withal, that it might 
be difficult to say what in human conduct or belief has not 
been branded as heresy. For a priest to appear in worship 
without his surplice was heresy.^^ To fast on Saturday 
or Sunday, "heresy, and a damnable thing." 35 ^^d yet 
this indefinite, indescribable sin, called heresy, was enough, 
not only to expel one from the church, but to drive him 
into exile from his kindred and his country, the victim of 
relentless intolerance. This zeal for truth was quickened, 
also, by that avarice which seized upon his house, his 
lands, his property of every description, and confiscated it 
for the benefit, ostensibly, of the church, but really, as a 
gratuity to the pious zeal of his clerical persecutors.^^ 
When this failed to reach him, the arm and the sword of 
civil justice were invoked against him. Thus was he per- 
secuted, even until, and unto death, by the exterminating 
zeal of prelatical bigotry. The reader will find in the 
Codex of Theodosius enough to verify all, and much more 
than has been said on this subject; or in the ancient history 
of Socrates, to say nothing of the modern histories of 
Neander, and others. 

33 Epist. ad Johan. Hieros.,Vol. II, Op., p. 314. The least deviation iroin 
the prescribed formularies and creeds of the church was heresy, according 
to the famous law of Arcadius, A. D. 395. Haeritici sunt qui vel lev) ar- 
gumente a judicio catholicae religionis et tramite detecti fuerint deviare. 
--Cod. Theodos., L. 16, tit. V, de Haeret., 6, 28. 

•* Apoph. Pat. apud Cotelerium, T. 1, Mon. Graec, p. 684. 

3* ^omo (Janon, Gr. apud eundem, c. 129. 

M Cod. Theodofl., L. 16. tit. 3, 6, 43, 62, 57. Socrat, 7, 7. A full itate- 
ment of these persecutionB is given in Vol. VI, p. 118. Leipsic, 1743. 



300 • THE PBIMITITE CHT7BCH. 

And yet, under this treatment, as might have been for^ 
seen, heresies came up into the church like the* frogs of 
Egypt Epiphanius, who, in the fourth century, wrote 
several books against heresies, announces no less than 
Hghty distiTict kinds of heresy. But the most obnoxious 
feature of this rage against heresy, is, that it pflen became 
only a persecuting intolerance of the pious, whose religious 
life rebuked the godless ministry that was over them. 
** One may see," says Jerome, " in most of the cities, 
bishops and presbyters, who, when they perceive the laity 
to seek the society of the pious, and hospitably to entertain 
them, immediately become jealous,, and murmur against 
them, lay them under bans, and thrust them out of the 
church ; so that one can do no more than what the bishop 
or overseer does. But to live a* virtuous life is sure to 
provoke the displeasure of these priests ; so unmerciful are 
they towards these poor men, and seize them by the neck, 
as if they would draw them .away from all that is good, 
and harass them with all manner of persecutions." 37 

3. State of religion under the hierarchy. 

The preceding remarks have been made, with reference, 
particularly, to the mutual relations of the clergy and the laity 
under this government, and the practical effects of it upon 
them both. The inquiry riow is, in regard to their religious 
character, and the state of morals and religion generally in 
the church. One might gladly pass in silence over tills 
view of the subject. We surely have no pleasure in con- 
templating the deformities of the* Christian character, in 
any circumstances; much less in reciting the general 
degeneracy of the church in this age, and the shocking 
immoralities which so frequently dishonored the lives of 
all classes, both of the clergy and the people. One might 
almost wish, that, in the lapse of time, a veil, even of deeper 
darkness, had been spread over the church, so that her 

•f Comment in Epist 1 ad Tit. 
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deformity had been seen no more. But it is seen and 
known ; and it remains for us to pause, not to exult over 
the fall of the church, but to take warning from the exam- 
ple, and to guard against a similar catastrophe. 

The great evil of her organization was, that it opened 
the way for the introduction of irreligious men into the 
ministry, and offered many inducements to them to enter 
into the sacred service of the church. It offered to the 
aspiring the fairest prospect of preferment to honor, wealth, 
and power, both civil and ecclesiastical; and the necessary 
consequence was a degenerate ministry. Planck, with 
great propriety, remarks : " It was a thing of course, that 
all would strive for admission into that order which was in 
the enjoyment of such wealth, and power, and distinction." 38 
This WEis the great evil of this whole system of church 
government. Hinc illi prima mali labes, — hence, the source- 
and fountain of that tide of corruption which came in upon 
the church like an . overwhelming flood.^^ The instances 
that have already been mentioned, clearly indicate the 
degeneracy of the clergy, which appears more fully in the 
following particulars. 

{a) Their pride ; their haughty, supercilious, and osten- 
tatious bearing. 

Every effort was made to exalt the dignity of the bishop. 
They assumed the title of priests, high-priests, apostles, 
successors of the apostles; their highness, their excellence, 
their worthiness, their reverence, the enthroned, the height 
of the highest dignity, the culminating point of pontifical 
glory; — these are the terms of base adulation employed to. 
set forth the dignity of these ministers of Christ.^'^ They 
have a separate seat, and a princely throne in the church. 

» Gesell. Verfass., 1, 332. 

39 Comp. MoBheim, De Rebus Christ., Saec. Ill, $ 25. 

40 Pertsch, Can. Recht., 49. More at length, in his Kirch. Hist., Saec. 
II, c. 3, $ 15, 16, 18. 

26 
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All rise to do them reverence as they come in, and stand 
until the bishops are seated, and often are required to stand 
in the presence of the bishops.^^ They are decked out in 
gorgeous apparel, and even suspend sacred relics from 
their shoulders, to impress the multitude with a more pro- 
found reverence for their order.^^ " The bishops," sajrs 
Jerome, A. D. 400, ** by their pride and their base deeds, 
are a reproach to their name. In the place of humility 
they manifest pride, as though they had acquired honor 
and not disgrace ; and whenever they perceive one to haye 
gained an influence by rightly handling the word of God» 
they seek, by detraction, to oppose him. The .people of 
God are dispersed by the abounding immoralities and 
heresies of the day, while no good shepherd appears, to 
lay down his life for the sheep ; but they are all hirelings, 
watching only for gain from the flock,- and when they see 
the wolf coming they flee." ^ 

41 The following canon of the council of Ma^on, A. D. 581; dictated, tm 
they gravely tell us, by the Holy Spuit, is sufficient to illustrate the arti- 
fices of this kind to secure the respect of the people : — £t quia ordinationi 
sacerdotum annuente deo congruit de omnibus disponere et causis singulis 
honestum terminum dare, ut per hos reverentissimos canones et praeteri- 
torum canoBum yirof ac florida germina maturis fructibus enitescant, stap 
uimus ut si quis saecularium quempiam clericorum honoratorum in itincre 
obvium habuerit, usque ad inferiorem gradum honoris Teneranter sicut 
condecet Christianum illi colla subdat, per cujus officia et obsequia fide- 
lissima christianitatis jura promeruit. £t si quidem ille saecularis eqao 
▼ehitur clericusque similiter, saecularis galerum de capite auferat et cleiico 
■incerae salutationis munus adhibeat. Si vero clcricus pedes graditur et 
saecularis vehitur equo sublimis, illico ad terram dcfluat et debitum hono- 
rem praedicto clcrico sincferae caritatis ezhibeat, ut deus, qui vera caritas 
est, in utrisque laetetur, et dilectioni -suae utrumquc adsciscat Qui vero 
haec quae apiriiu aancto dictanie sancita sunt transgredi voluerit, ab 
ecclesiae quam in suis ministris dehonorat, quamdiu episcopus illias 
ecclesiae voluerit suspendatur. — C .15,Mrvns, Vol. 11, p. 254. The grada* 
tions of rank, which were observed with so much precision, were made 
subservient to the same end, aifd indicate the same spirit. Comp. Planck, 
1, p. 368—368. 

^ Cone. Bracar., 3, e. 5. * 

4> Lib. 2; in Exech., c. 94; Vol. ni, p. 943: 
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(h) Their ignorance, and incompetence rightly to dis- 
charge the duties of their office. 

The clerical office, and especially that of a bishop, has 
become an object of covetous desire, for reasons wholly 
unlike those which made it desirable in the eyes of the 
apostle. The consequence is, that by favoritism, intrigue, 
and cunning, many find their way into office who are 
wholly unqualified for it ; and the church is afflicted with 
an incompetent and unworthy ministry.^^ While mere 
boys, they were sometimes invested with the clerical office, 
80 that the fourth council of Toletum, A. D. 633, very 
properly provides for their education, and training for their 
duties.^ "No physician," says Gregory Nazianzen, A. D. 
370, " finds employment until he has acquainted himself 
with the nature of diseases; no painter, until Ke has learned 
to mix colors, and acquired skill in the use of his pencil. 
But a bishop is easily found. No preparation is requisite 
for his office. In a single day we make one a priest, and 
exhort him to be wise and learned, while he knows nothing, 
and brings no needful qualification for his office, but a de- 
sire to be a bishop.^^ They are teachers, while yet they 
have to learn the rudiments of religion. Yesterday, im- 
penitent, irreligious ; and to-day, priests ; old in vice ; in 
knowledge, young." ^"'^ "They are, in their ministry, dull; 
in eyil speaking, active; ill study, much at leisure; in. 
seductions, busy ; in love, cold; in factions, powerful; in 
hatred and enmity, constant; in doctrine, wavering. They 
profess to govern the church, but have need themselves to 
be governed by others."^® 

*^ Cone. Tol., 4, c. 19. 

^ Nob, et divinae Icgis, et concilioram praecepli immcmoreB infantes et 
pueroB, levitas facimus ante legitimam aetatem ante ezpcrientiam vitae.*^ 
Cone. Tol., 4, c. 20. 

<• Orat. 20, De Basil., Ed. Colon., 1690, p. 336. 

47 Orat. 21. In laud Athanas., p. 378. 

^.Sidonios Aponinaris, A. D. 486, Ub. 7, £p. 9. BiUiotfa. Vet Fat VI, 
p. 1112. Comp. Mooheim, De BebiM Chrint, Saec. Ul, $ 26. 
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(c) The total neglect of Christian discipline, and the 
general corruption of the church, are the necessary conse- 
quences of a secular ministry. 

In this respect, the state of the church appears in melan- 
choly contrast with its early purity. " Formerly, the church 
of Christ was distinguished from the world by her piety. 
Then, the walk of all, or of the most Christians was holy, 
unlike that of the irreligious. But now are Christians 
as base, and, if possible, even worse than heretics and 
heathen." ^9 "How unlike themselves are Christians 
now," says Salvianus, A. D. 460. " How fallen from what 
they once were ! when we might rejoice, and account the 
church as quite pure, if it had only as many good as bad 
men in it. But it is hard and sad to say, that the church, 
which ought, in all things, to be well pleasing to God, does 
little else than provoke his displeasure." ^ This is but a 
faint sketch of his complaint. Much more to the same 
effect is said by this writer, and confirmed by others, which 
we gladly pass in silence. Enough of this sad tale of the 
degeneracy of the church, of which the half has not been 
told. "No language," says Chrysostom, "can describe the 
angry contentions of Christians, and the corruption of 
morals that prevailed, from the time of Constantino to that 
of Theodosius." 5i 

Of grosser enormities we forbear to speak. Much that 
is recorded, both of the clergy and the people, in the period 
now under consideration, cannot, with propriety, be trans- 
ferred to these pages. Suffice it to say, there is evidence 
enough to show that a shocking degeneracy of morals 
pervaded all classes of society. . It began, confessedly, with 
the clergy, — in their worldliness and irreligion, their neg- 
lect of duty, their departure from the faith, and corrupt 

*^ Chiysostoni; Horn. 49, in Math., Vol. VI, p. 204. Opus imp., Horn, 
in P8. 61, Vol. 1, p. 196. 
w Lib. 6. De Gab. Dei in Biblioth. Pat. Vet., Vol. VIU, p. 362, seq. 
^1 Horn. 49, in Math., p. SOS. Opus imperfectom. 
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example.^^ From the time of Constantine, the tide of 
corruption, which had begun to set in upon the church, 
hecame deep and strong, and continued to rise and swell, 
until it had well-nigh overwhelmed the church. There 
were still examples, of men high in office in the church, 
who nobly strove to turn back this flood of iniquity; but 
they too frequently strove in vain, as their lamentations 
over the degeneracy of the church too plainly show. In the 
church of Christ there still remained, no doubt, many of his 
faithful followers, who have, in heaven, their high reward, 
however history may have failed to record the honored 
memorial of their virtues. 

Wearied, however, with the oppressive hand of prelati- 
cal power that was upon her, and sickened at the sight of 
the ungodliness which had come up into the church, and 
sat enthroned in her high places, the pure spirit of piety 
withdrew, in silent sadness, from the church to the cloister- 
ed cell, drew the curtains, and reposed in her secret recess, 
through the long night of darkness that settled upon the 
world. 

This religious declension, of which we have spoken, it 
should be well considered, could not have come over the 
church so generally through the operation of any one cause 
alone. It is the combined result of various causes. But 
that the ecclesiastical polity that early supplanted the 
government originally established by the apostles, was one 
efficient cause of this degeneracy, we cannot doubt. It 
filled the church with corrupt and unworthy members, and 
gave her an ignorant, ambitious priesthood, equally degen- 
erate and corrupt. 

The object of the Christian emperors was to bring all 
their subjects to embrace Christianity. But they totally 
mistook the means by which this work was to be accom- 

fis Chiysostom expressly says, that tbey were the canse of this degene- 
racy of the laity. In Math. 23. Coiop., also, Catal. Test Verit, p. 77. 

26» • 
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plished. They sought to do it by state patronage; by 
making a professed faith in Christ the passport to favor 
and to power. To enter into the church of Christ, was, 
accordingly, to enjoy the favor and protection of the gov- 
ernment ; to hold her offices, was to bear rule in the state. 
The consequence was, that multitudes pressed up to the 
altar of the Lord, eager to be invested with the robes and 
the office of the Christian ministry, who had nothing of its 
spirit.53 

Such was the wayward policy, the fatal mistake of the 
first Christian emperors. Such were its disastrous results. 
My kingdom, saith Christ, is not of this world. Chris- 
tianity, though mingling freely in the affairs of men, like 
its great Author, works its miracles of mercy and of grace, 
by powers that are hidden and divine. It stoops to no 
carnal policy, no state chicanery, no corrupt alliances; 
while, like an angel of mercy, it goes through the earth, 
for the healing of the nations. To borrow the profound 
thoughts and beautiful language of Kobert Hall, " Chris- 
tianity will civilize, it is true ; but it is only when it is 
allowed to develop the energies by which it sanctifies. 
Christianity will inconceivably ameliorate the condition of 
being. Who doubts it ? Its universal prevalence, not in 
name, but in reality, will convert this world into a semi- 
paradisaical state ; but it is only while it is permitted to 
prepare its inhabitants for a better. Let her be urged to 
forget her celestial origin and destiny, — to forget that she 
came from God, and returns to God ; and, whether employed 
by the artful and enterprising, as the instrument of estab- 
lishing a spiritual empire and dominion over mankind, or 
by the philanthropist, as the means of promoting their civi- 
lization and improvement, — she resents the foul indignity, 
claps her wings and takes her flight, leaving nothing but a 
base and sanctimonious hypocrisy in her room."^ 

ts Comp. Sermon bj ThomiP Hardy, D. D. Cited in Dr. Brown's Lsw 
of Chriit, pp. 5X1^612. ^ Address to Eustace Carey. 



CHAPTER X. 

THE PATRIARCHAL AND THE PAPAL GOVERNMENT. 

I. The patriarchal government. 

This form of the hierarchy we shall dismiss with a 
very brief notice. The principles on which it was based, 
and its characteristics, were essentially the same as those 
of the metropolitan. The state of the church under this 
organization has of necessity been anticipated in the pre- 
ceding remarks. It was only a farther concentration of 
ecclesiastical power, another stage in the process of cen- 
tralization, which was fast bringing the church under the 
absolute despotism of papacy. Man naturally aspires to 
the exercise of arbitrary power ; or, if he must divide his 
authority with others, he seeks to make that number as 
small as possible. This disposition had already manifested 
itself in the church. In many of the provinces there were 
eccle^stical aspirants among the higher orders of the 
clergy, who, even to the fifth century, had not established 
an undisputed title to the prerogatives of metropolitans. 
But the continual se^ch and strife of the bishops for a 
greater consolidation of ecclesiastical power ended in the 
establishment of an ecclesiastical oligarchy in the fifth cen- 
tury, under the form of the patriarchal government.^ 

1 Comp. Planck, Gesell. VeifaBs., 1, pp. £98—621 Ziegler'i Venneh., 
&c., pp. 164—365. 
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In the course of the period from the fourth to the sixth 
century, arose four great ecclesiastical divisions, whose 
primates bore the title of patriarch. These were Eome, 
Constantinople, Alexandria and Antioch. Few topics of 
antiquity t^-ve been the subject of so much controversy as 
that relating to the patriarchal system, as tnay be seen in 
the works of Sstlmasius, Petavius', Sismondi, Scheelstrate, 
Eichter and others. Suffice it to .say, however, that the 
council of Chalcedon, A* D. 451, established five patri- 
archates. The councils of Nice, A. D. 325, c. 6, 7, of 
Constantinople I, A. D. 381, c. 2, 5, and of Cphesus, A. D. 
531, Act. 7; had already conferred the distinction without 
the title. The incumbents of these Episcopal sees were 
already invested with civil powers. Theodosius the Great 
conferred upon Constantinople the seccTnd rank, a measure 
greatly displeasing to Eome, and against which Alexandria 
and Antioch uniformly protested. Jerusalem had the 
honor and dignity of a patriarchate, but not the rights and 
privileges.^ 

* The aspirations of prelatical ambition after sole and 
supreme power are sufficiently manifest in that bitter con- 
test, which was so long maintained by the primates of 
Eome and Constantinople, for the title "of universal patri- 
arch or head of the church universal.^ Great political 
events finally decided this controversy in the course of the 
fifth and sixth centuries in the West, and in th^JQast in 
the seventh century in favor of the church of Eome# This 
decision resulted in the supremacy of the Pope and the 
establishment of the papal system. 

' Hence the Romans were accustomed to say, Patriarchae en ecbletia 
primitus fuere, tres per se et ex natura sua,— Romanus, Alexandrinus et 
Antiochenus ; duo per accidens^ConBtantinopolitanus et Hlerosolj mitanus. 
Comp. Justinia., Nov. Constit., 123. Schroekhs^ Kirch. Gesch. ThI., 17, pp. 
46, 46. Comp. Art. Patriarch, in t£e works of Augusti, Siegel, Rheinwald, 
W. Bohmer, &c. 

' JlaxQiiLQX^g tr^g olnovfihvrigf episcopiaf oecimieiiicni, nmverBtlii 
eccleaiae, papa, dtc. 
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n. The papal government. 

This was the last refinement of cunning and self-aggran- 
dizement; the culminating point of ecclesiastical usurp- 
ation, towards which the government of the church under 
the Episcopal hierarchy had heen approaching for several 
centuries. It was an ecclesiastical monarchy, a spiritual 
despotism, which completed the overthrow of the authority 
of the church as a sovereign and independent body.^ 

The bishop of Rome was originally indebted, for his 
authority and power, to the emperor of the East ; an in- 
debtedness which he continued for some time to feel. The 
bishop of Constantinople, on the other hand, acted with more 
independence. In some instances, he successfully resisted 
the will of the emperor. But the decline of the Eastern 
empire greatly promoted the ambitious designs of the 
bishop of Rome, and the extension of his power in Italy. 
Meanwhile the territorial government of the Eastern 
church was greatly reduced in the seventh and eighth cen- 
turies ; the hopes of Constantinople and of her patriarch 
suffered a corresponding reduction. Territory after terri- 
tory fell away and was lost. The dioceses of Antioch, 
Jerusalem and Alexandria were overrun with Mahomedan- 
ism. Thrace became tributary to Bulgaria, and Coilstanti- 
nople herself was brought into conflict with the Sacarens. 

The bishop of Rome now began his splendid career. 
It commenced with the overthrow of the emperor's authority 
in Italy, and ended in results auspicious to this aspiring 
prelate beyond his most ardent expectation. The incursion 
of the Longobards into Italy favored greatly the designs 
of the Roman bishop; so that without the concurrence 
of this invasion he might n^ver have realized the fulfil- 
ment of his hopes. The important results of this circum- 
stance to the Pope, the decline of the Eastern empire 

4 Comp. Planck, Gesell. Verftss., 1, pp.624— 673. Ziegler's Vennob., 
&c., pp. 365-402. 
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by the falling off of different provinces, and the influence 
of Gregory and Zacharius in promoting the papal suprem- 
acy by, means of the war respecting image worship and 
other devices, is very clearly exhibited by Ziegler.^ But 
Gregory III isurpassed all his predecessors by his political 
manoeuvres. After making use of the invasion of the 
Longobards to reduce the power of the emperor, he took 
care to have them removed from the neighborhood of 
Rome, if not from all Italy. Their presence had been 
the means of inspiring the people with a belief in the 
holiness of the Pope. The Franks were also deeply im- 
pressed with the same sentiments. It was accordingly 
the policy of Gregory to throw himself into the arms of 
the brave Charles Martell, that so the secular government 
of Rome might be removed as far as possible from the 
city. His next political manoeuvre was, by the aid of the 
Franks, to expel the Longobards entirely from Italy. This 
crafty alliance of the Pope with Pepin, proved advanta- 
geous only to the designs of the prelate, and the chief 
means of establishing his secular power. ^ 

This important point in history distinctly marks the 
date of the establishment of the papal power in Rome, 
which in the middle ages rose to such a pitch that all 
Europe trembled before it. 

Thus, as we have seen, ecclesiastical history introduces 
first to our notice, single independent churches ; then, to 
. churches having several dependent branches ; then, to 
diocesan churches; then, to metropolitan or provincial 
churches; and then, to national churches attempered to 
the civil power. In the end, we behold two great divisions 
of ecclesiastical empire, the Eastern and the Western, now 

• Versuch., &c., p. 367. 

' Comp. Ziegler as above. BowerS; Gesch. der Papste, 4v. Thl. p. 398, 
seq. Le Bret, Gesch. von Ital., Iv, Thl., p. 36, seq. Especially Holl- 
mann, UraprOnge der Verfass., in Mittelalter. Ranke's Hist, of Pope*, 
B. 1, c. 1, J 7. 
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darkly intriguing, now fearfully struggling with each 
other for the mastery, until at last the hypothesis of the 
unity of the church is consummated in the sovereignty of 
the pope of Rome, who alone sits enthroned in power, 
claiming to be the head of the church on earth. The 
government of the church began in a democracy, allowing., 
.to all of its constituents the most enlarged freedom of a 
voluntary religious association. It ended in an absolute 
and iron despotism. The gradations of ecclesiastical or- 
ganization, through which it passed, were, from congrega- 
tional to parochial — parochial to diocesan — diocesan to 
metropolitan — ^metropolitan to patriarchal — patriarchal to 
papal. 

The corruptions and abominations of the church, through 
that long night of dreadful darkness which succeeded the 
triumphs of the Pope of Rome, were inexpressibly horri- 
ble. The record of them may more fitly lie shrouded in 
a dead language, than be disclosed to the light in the living 
speech of men. The successors of St. Peter, as they call 
themselves, were frequently nominated to the chair of 
"his holiness" by women of infamous and abandoned 
lives. Not a few of them were shamefully immoral ; 
and some, monsters of wickedness. Several were heretics, 
and others were deposed as usurpers. And yet this church 
of Rome, " with such ministers, and so appointed, — a 
church corrupt in every part and every particular — individ- 
ually and collectively, — in doctrine, in discipline, in prac- 
tice," — this church, prelacy recognizes in the period now 
under consideration as the only representative of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, invested with all his authority, and 
exercising divine powers on earth ! She boasts her ordi- 
nances, her sacraments, transmitted for a thousand years, 
unimpaired, uncoritaminated, through such hands ! High 
Church Episcopacy proudly draws her own apostolical 
succession through this pit of pollution, and then the folr 
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lowers of Christ, who care not to receive such grace from 
such hands, she calmly delivers over to God's uncovenanted 
mercies ? Nay more, multitudes of this communion are 
now engaged in the strange work of " unprotestantizing 
the churches " which have washed themselves from tliese 
defilements. The strife is, with a proud array of talents, 
of learning, and of Episcopal power, to bury all spiritual 
religion again in the grave of forms, to shroud the light of 
truth in the darkness of popish tradition, and to sink the 
church of God once more into that abyss of deep and dread- 
ful darkness from which she emerged at the dawn of the 
reformation. In the beautiful and expressive language of 
Milton, their strife is to " re-involve us in that pitchy cloud 
of infernal darkness where we shall never more see the 
sun of truth again, never hope for the cheerful dawn, 
never more hear the bird of morning sing." 



REMARKS. 

In connection with the view which we have taken of 
the rise and progress of the Episcopal system in the 
ancient church, we have a few things to remark upon its 
present characteristics and practical influence. Episco- 
pacy, as it was in the beginning, appears to us to have 
been a lamentable departure from that form of government 
which the churches assumed originally, under the guidance 
of the apostles. Episcopacy, as it is now, though modified 
in various respects, appears to us still to retain many of its 
original characteristics, some of which we have briefly to 
suggest. 

1. We object to Episcopacy, as a departure from the 
order of the apostolical and primitive churches. 

To our mind, nothing is plainer than that the govern- 
ment of the church, in the beginning, was not Episcopal. 
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And, though we are not hound, by any divine authority, to 
an exact conformity to the primitive model, yet we cannot 
doubt, that the apostles were guided by wisdom from aboyey 
in giving to the churches a different organization, popular 
in principle, simple in form, and better suited to the exi- 
gencies of the church in every condition of society. 

While, therefore, with so much gravity and self-compla- 
cency, Episcopacy talks of her "adherence to the Holy 
Scriptures, and to apostolical usage," we must be permitted 
to object to her whole ecclesiastical polity, as an innovation 
upon the scriptural system, and a total departure from the 
usage of the apostles, without any good reason, or favor- 
able results. 

2. We object to Episcopacy, that it had its origin, not in 
divine authority, but in human ambition. 

This is the true source from whence it sprang in the- 
ancient church. " First ambition crept in, which at length 
begat Antichrist, set him in the chair, and brought the 
yoke of bondage upon the neck of the church." This, to 
our mind, is a valid objection against Episcopacy. We 
cannot persuade ourselves, that a system, founded in human 
ambition, and reared and matured by human contrivanq^ 
for sinister ends, should be suffered to set aside that (mler 
which God, in the beginning, gave to the Christian church, 
through the medium of Christ and his apostles. 

3. Episcopacy removes the laity from a just participation 
in the government and discipline of the church. 

The spirit of this system is to concentrate all power in 
the bishops and clergy ; and there are not wanting porten-^ 
tous indications, that this spirit is at work, and this process 
of centralization going on still in our country. In England 
it was long since completed. Episcopacy is a govern- 
ment administered for the people, — the great expedient of 
despotism in every form. The government of the primi* 
tive church was administered hy the people, — ^the greal 
safeguard of popular fireedom, whether civil or religious* 

27 
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Discipline is also administered for the church by the 
clergy. But our confidence is in the laity, as the safest 
and best guardians of the purity of the church. We claim 
for them a right to co-operate with the clergy in all meas- 
ures of discipline relating to their own body ; and believe 
it to be both their right and their duty to control the cen- 
sures of the church. ' In transferring this duty from the 
laity to the clergy, Episcopacy does great injustice to the 
members of the church, and equal injury to the cause of 
pare and undefiled religion. 

4. Episcopacy creates unjust distinctions among thb 
clergy whose character and profession is the same. 

The Scriptures authorize no distinction in the duties, 
privileges, or prerogatives of bishops, and priests, or. pres- 
byters. The distinction is arbitrary and unjust. It denies 
to a portion of the clergy the performance of certain duties 
for which they are duly qualified, and to which they are 
fully entitled in common with the bishops. It hinders the 
inferior clergy in the performance of their proper ministerial 
duties, and degrades them in the estimation of the people. 

5. We cannot avoid the conviction that Episcopacy 
gives play to the bad passions of men. 

We have seen what mischief it wrought in the ancient 
church, and we see not why the same causes, operating 
upon the heart of man, should not produce the same 
"results. * Is not the human heart open still to pride, to 
ambition, to lust for power, and love of supremacy ? And 
is there nothing in all these Episcopal grades, — deacon, 
priest, bishop, archbishop, and what not, towering one 
above another, — is there nothing in all these to excite the 
bad passions of men ? And where so much depends upon 
patronage and Episcopal favor, is there nothing to destroy 
a manly independence of the subordinate grades ; creating 
in them a cringing sycophancy that moves in subservi- 
ency to the prelate ? Nothing to excite the discontent, the 
jealousy, or the envy of mortified ambition ? Instead of all 
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this right hand and left hand, this going hefore, and in 
company, of which Gregory complains, give us rather the 
simplicity of the gospel order, which knows no such dis- 
tinction among the ministers of Christ. 

6. We ohject to the exclusive, intolerant spirit of Epis- 
copacy. 

This, to our mind, is one of its most obnoxious charac- 
teristics. That this single church should assume to be the 
only true church, and its clergy the only authorized minis- 
ters ; that the only valid ordinances and sacraments are 
administered in their communion ; that alone of all to 
whom salvation by grace is so freely published, they are 
received into covenant mercy, — all this appears to us as 
nothing else than a proud and sanctimonious self-right- 
eousness, which we can only regard with unmingled abhor- 
rence. There is an atrocity of character ip this spirit, 
which can unchurch the saints of God of every age, in 
every Christian communion, save orie, and consign them, 
if not to perdition, to God's unco venan ted mercies ; — ^in all 
this there is an atrocity of character, which, in other days, 
has found, as it seems to us, its just expression in the fires 
of Smithfield, and in the slpw torture of the auto-da-fe. 
Episcopacy holds no fellowship, no communion with us, — 
dissenters, " The Episcopal church, deriving its Episcopal 
power in regular succession fromfthe holy apostles, through 
the venerable church of England," makes public declara- 
tion, through its bishops, that it has " no ecclesiastical con- 
nection with ihefollowers of Luther and Calvin." . Be it 
so. To all this we have no right to object. But we Ijave 
a right to our own conclusions respecting the exclusiveness 
of such a religion. 

We have already learned, frojm Planck, the able ex- 
pounder of the constitutional history of the Christian 
church, the origin of these high-church dogmas in the 
ancient hierarchy. A profound ''expositor of the constita- 
tional history of England has also sketched the origin of 
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these high pretensions in the English church. They are 
of comparatively recent origin, dating back only to the 
period of the settlement of the Puritans in this country. 
They sprang, also, from the same spirit for which high- 
church Episcopacy has ever been so much distinguished, — 
that is, unmitigated hatred of the religion of the Puritans. 
" Laud and his party, began, about the end of Elizabeth's 
reign, by preaching the divine right, as it is called, or abso- 
lute indispensability of Episcopacy ; a doctrine, of which 
the first traces, as I apprehend, are found about the end 
of Elizabeth's reign. They insisted on the necessity of 
Episcopal succession, regularly derived from the apostles. 
They drew an inference frofn this tenet, that ordinations 
by presbyters were, in all cases, null." Of Lutherans and 
Calvinists, they began now to speak, " as aliens, to whom 
they were not at all related, and schismatics, with whom 
they held no communion ; nay, as wanting the very essence 
of Christian society. This again brought them nearer, by 
irresistible consequence, to the disciples of Rome, whom, 
with becoming charity, but against the received creed of 
the Puritans, and, perhaps, against their own articles, they 
all acknowledged to be a part of the catholic church." ^ 

7. Episcopacy is monarchical and anti-republican. 

It is monarchical in form, monarchical in spirit, and, 
until transplanted to these states, has been, always and 
every where, the handmaid of monarchy. And here it is 
a mere exotic, our own republican soil being quite uncon- 
genial to all its native instincts. Its monarchical tendencies 
and sympathies are clearly exhibited by Hallam, an histo- 
lian of extensive, various, and profound erudition, whose 
work on the Constitutional History of England, Macaulay 
characterizes as " the most impartial book that he ever 
read." " The doctrine of passive obedience. Episcopacy 
taught in the reign of Elizabeth, even in her homilies. 
To withstand the Catholics, the reliance of Parliament was 

7 Hallam's ConBtitational History, Vol. I, pp. 540; Ml. 
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upon the 'stern, intrepid, and uncompromising spirit of 
Puritanism.' Of the conforming churchmen, in general, 
they might well be doubtful."® 

The doctrine of th6 king's absolute authority was incul- 
cated by the Episcopal clergy. " Especially with the high- 
church party it had become current." ^ 
* Under Charles I, "they studiously inculcated', that resist- 
ance to the commands of rulers was, in every conceivahU 
instance^ a heinous sin. It was taught in their homilies." i® 
"It was laid down in the canons of convocation, 1606."^^ 

Sibthorp and Mainwaring, "eager for preferment, which 
they knew the readiest method to obtain, taught that the 
king might take the subject's money at pleasure, and that 
no one might refuse his demand, on penalty of damnation." 
And for such true and loyal sentiments, Mainwaring was 
honored with a bishopric by. Charles, and Sibthorp with an 
inferior dignity. 

James considered Episcopacy essential to the existence 
of monarchy, uniformly embodying this sentiment in his 
favorite aphorism, "No bishop, no king."^^ 

Elizabeth and her successors, says JMacaulay, " by con- 
sidering conformity and loyalty as identical, at length made 
them so." 

"Charles himself says in his letters, that he looks on 
Episcopacy as a stronger support of monarchical power 
than even an army. From causes which we have already 
considered, the Established Church had been, since the 
Reformation, the great bulwark of the prerogative.^^ »» gh© 
was, according toMacaulay, for more than one hundred 
and fifty years, " the servile handmaid of monarchy, thle 
steady enemy of public liberty. The divine- right of kings, 
and the duty of passively obeying all their commands, were 

8 Hallam^s Const. Hist, Vol. I, pp. 262, 263. 

» Ibid., pp. 437, 438. lo Ibid., p. 264 " Ibid., pp. 567-^930. 

u Neal's Histoiy of the Punlaiw, Vol. U, pp. 43, 44. 

» Macaulay's MiBceUaiuef, V«J. I, p. S83w Boitoned. 

27* 
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her favorite tenets. She held them firmly, through times 
of oppression, persecution, and licentiousness ; while law 
was trampled down; while judgment was perverted; while 
the people were eaten, as though they were bread." ^^ 

Great objection was made to the introduction of Episco- 
pacy into this country, on account of its monarchical prin- 
ciples and tendencies, so entirely counter to the popular 
spirit of our government and our religion. It was received, 
at last, only on condition of making large concessions to 
the spirit of our free institutions. In the revolutionary 
struggle, great numbers of that denomination, and a larger 
proportion of their clergy, remained fast adherents to the 
British crown. Indeed, the monarchical spirit of Episco- 
pacy, and its uncongeniality with our free institutions, is 
too obvious to need illustration. i^ 

Our fathers came here to establish "a state without king 
or nobles, and a church without a bishop." They sought 
to establish themselves here, " a people governed by laws 
of their own making, and by rulers of their own choosing." 
And here, in peaceful seclusion from the oppression of 
every dynasty, whether spiritual or temporal, they became 
an independent and prosperous commonwealth. But what 
aflinity, what sympathy has its government, civil or relig^ 
ious, with that of Episcopacy? the one, republican; the 
other, monarchical; in sympathy, in principle, in form, 
they are directly opposed to each other. We doubt not 
that the members of that communion are firm friends to 
our republican government; but we must regard their 
religion as a strange, unseemly anomaly here ; — ^a religious 
government, arbitrary and despotic, in the midst of the 
highest political freedom; a spiritual despotism in the 
heart of a free republic ! 

14 Macaulay's Miscellanies, Vol. I, p. 249. 

IB See an extract fh>m Chandler's Appeal on behalf of the chnroh of 
England in America. N,Y,,nfft. Cited in Smyth'a Eccl. RepubUcanimi, 
which concede! lUljr te monarchical apirit of Epiacopacjr. 



CHAPTER XL 

ITIAYERS OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 

The religious worship of the primitive Christians was 
conducted in the same simplicity and freedom which 
characterized all their ecclesiastical polity. They came 
together for the worship of God, in the confidenfce of 
mutual love, and prayed, and sung, aiid spoke in the 
fiUness of their hearts. A liturgy and a prescribed form 
of prayer were alike unknown, and inconsistent with the 
spirit of their worship. 

In the following chapter, it will be my object to establish 
the following propositions. 

I. That the use of forms of prayer is opposed to the spirit 
of the Christian dispensation. 

n. That it is opposed to the example of Christ and of 
his apostles. 

III. That it is unauthorized by the instructions of Christ 
and the apostles. 

IV. That it is contrary to the simplicity and freedom of 
primitive worship. 

V. That it was unknown in the primitive church. 

I. The use of forms of prayer is opposed to the spirit of 
the Christian dispensation. 

" The truth," says Christ, " shall make you free." One 
part of this freedom was exemption from the burdensome 
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rites and formalities of the Jewish religion. " The Lord's 
free man" was no -longer bound to wear that yoke of 
bondage; but, according to the perfect law of liberty, 
James 1 : 25. 2 : 12, was required only to worship God 
in spirit and in truth. Paul often reproved Petej: for his ' 
needless subjection to the bondage of the Jewish* ritual, 
and his endeavors to impose this unauthorized burden upon 
his Christian converts. Gal. 2: 4, seq. 3: 1, seq. 4:* 9, 
seq. Rom. 10: 4, seq. 14; 5, 6. Col. 2: 16—20. Such 
was the perfect law of liberty which the religion of Christ 
gave to his followers. It imposed upon them no burdefi.- 
some rites; it required no prescribed forms, with the 
exception of the simple ordinances of baptism and the 
Lord's supper. It required, simply, the homage of the 
heart ; the worshipping of God in sincerity and in truth. 
So .taught our Saviour and his apostles. 

ladications of irregularity and. disorder ar^, indeed, 
apparent in some of the churches whom f*aul addresses ; 
particularly among the Corinthians. 1 Cor. 14 : 1, seq. 
These irregularities, however, he severely rebukes, assuring 
them that God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, 
y. 33; i. c, of harmony in sentiment and action, as 
appears from the context. He ends his rebuke by exhort-* 

. .ing them to let all things be done decently, and in order ; 
declaring, at the same time, that the things which he writes 
on this subject are the comTnandnients of God. v.* 37. He 
commends the Colossians, on the other hand, for the good 
order and propriety which they observed; "joyii^ and 
beholding their order, and the steadfastness of their fiaiith." 

• Col. 2:5.- 

The freedom of the gospel was not licentiousness. It 

. gave no countenance to disorder and confusion, in the 
earliest assemblies of Christians, convened for the worship 
of God. But it required them to worship him in spirit 
and in truth ; in a confiding, filial, and eCfiectionate spirit 
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This is that spirit of adoption which was given them, and 
which, instead of the timid, cowering spirit of a slave, 
taught ihem to come with holy boldness to the throne of 
grace ; and, in the amiable confidence of a child, to say, 
" Our Father who art in heaven." 

We will not, indeed, assert that the spirit of this precept 
is incompatible with the use of a form of prayer ; but wfe 
must feel that the warm and gushing emotions of a pious 
heart flow not forth in one unvaried channel. Who, in his 
favored moments of rapt communion, when, with unusual 
fervor of devotion, he draws near to God, and, leaning on 
the bosom of the Father, with all the simplicity of a litde 
child, seeks to give utterance to the prayer of his hearty— 
who, under such circumstances, could breathe to heaven 
his warm desires through the cold formalities of a prayer* 
book ? When praying in the Holy Ghost, the Spirit itself 
helping our infirmities, and making intercession for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered, must we, can we employ 
any prescribed form of words to express these unutterable 
things ? 1 Such a form, if not incompatible with such aids 
of the Spirit, and such promises of his word, must at least 
be opposed to them. So prayed not our Lord. Such 
were not the prayers of his disciples. This proposition 
introduces our second topic of remark. 

II. The use of forms of prayer is opposed to the example 
of Christ and the apostles. 

Several of our Lord's prayers are left on record, all. of 
which plainly arose out of the occasion on which they 
were offered, and were strictly extemporaneous, the mere 
eflusions of his heart. So far as his example may be said 
to bear on the subject, it is against the use of forms of 
prayer. 

1 Comp. Bishop Hall, in Porter's Homiletics; p. 294. 
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The prayers of- the apostles were likewise occasicmal 
and extemporaneous. Such- was the prayer of the disci- 
ples at the election of Matthias, Acts 1 : 24 ; of the church 
' at the release of Peter and John, 4 : 24 — 31 ; of Peter 
at the raising to life of Tabitha, 9 : 40 ; of the church for 
the release of Peter under the persecution of Herod ; and 
of Paul at his final interview with the elders of Ephesus, 
20 : 36 ; he kneeled down upon the beach, and prayed 
as the struggling emotions of his heart gave him utter- 
ance. 

It is particularly worthy of remark, that in all the exam- 
ples of prayer in the New Testament, several of whicli 
are recorded-, apparently entire, there is no similarity pf 
form or expression^ nor any repetition of a form^ with the 
single exception of the response* Amen, Peace be with 
you, &c. Even our Lord's prayer is never repeated on 
such occasions, nor is there, in all the. New Testament, the 
slightest indications of its use either by the apostles, or 
by the churches, which were established by them. 

The apostles, then, prayed extemporaneously ; and their 
example is in favor of this mode of offering unto God the 
desires of our soul. Paul often requests the prayers of 
the churches to whom he writes, in regard to particulars. so 
various, and so minute, as to forbid the supposition that they 
could have been expressed in a liturgy. The same may be 
said in regard to his exhortations to prayer, some of which, 
at least, are generally admitted to have" relation particularly 
to. public prayer, 1 Tim. 2 : 1, seq. Who, on reading 
these various exhortations, would, without any previous 
opinions or partialities, ever have been directed to the 
use of any form, of prayer by all that the apostle has 
written ? 

Our Lord's prayer, itself, is recorded with variations 
so great, as to forbid the supposition . that it was designed 
to be used as a prescribed form; as the reader must 
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see by a comparison of the parallel passages in the mar- 

So great is the variation in these two forms, that many 
have supposed they ought to be regarded as two dia- 
tinct prayers. Such was the opinion of Origen. He 
notices the different occasions on which the two prayers 
were offered, and concludes that the resemblance is only 
such as might be expected from the nature of the subject^ 

ni. The use of forms of prayer is unauthorized by thfr 
instructions of Christ and the apostles. 

If any instructions to this effect were given by Christy 
they were in connection with the prayer which he taught 
his disciples. We have, therefore, to examine somewhat 
in detail, the nature and design of the Lord's prayer. 
The views of the learned respecting the nature of our 



« In Matth. 6 : 9—13. In Luke 11 : 2—4. 

n'ATEP ^fiibv 6 iv roTg n'ATEP, 

O'dgotvolg' dyiaaOi^ib} to 6vofid dyiaaOi^Ko id hvofia gov 

aov. iXdinjj '^ ^uaiXela gov, 

*EWiTOi , ^ ^aaiXela aov. 
YevtjdfiTUi 16 OiXtjfid aov, (bj 
hv oiiqavQ, xal inl iTJg y^?. 

Tof digrov iifiGty jby hnioC- Tbv &qtov 'fi/awv t6v Inio^ 

atov ddg iifiXf aryLtegoy. aiov didov i^inv xb xud ^ifikgap, 

Kal OLCpeg iiuXv tu b^feiX^fiaia Kul &(peg i^filp xdtj (ifiagilag 

^IfiOiP, (bg xui fifi&lg duplefiey iifiiay xal yiiq adiol d<pl€fiep 

totg dcpeiXirnig iifiiav, navil 6q)e.llovT^ 'fifilv 

Kul iLt^ elaevkyxrig f^^ug elg xal fiii eloevhyxrig ^^5^ elg 

neigaofiov^ dXka gvaai, '^ifiag neigaafiov. 
dn6 Tov nopTjgov, 

The doxology is generally supposed to be spurious \ but without noticing 
the omission of this in Luke, the prayers are as various as they might be 
expected to be, if delivered extemporaneously on two different occasions, 
without any intention oC offering either as a prescribed form of prayer. 

' Belrtov lij diaq)6govg voftlll^eadut tCig ngoaevx^S ^oivdt ttpa 

ixovatjg fikgij. llegl eix^g — ^VoL I, p. 227. 
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Lord's prayer, and the ends designed by it, are arranged 
by Augusti under three several classes. 

1. Those who maintain that Christ offered no pre- 
scribed form of prayer, neither for his immediate disciples, 
nor for believers in any age ; but that he gave this as an 
example of the filial and reverential spirit in which we 
should offer our prayers to God, and of the simplicity 
and brevity which ought to characterize our supplications, 
in opposition to the vain repetitions of the heathen, and 
the ostentatious formalities of the Pharisees. It is worthy 
of remark, that this was originally given immediately after 
rebuking such hypocritical devotions. Augustine, A. D. 
400, expressly declares, that Christ did not teach his dis« 
pies what words they should use in prayer ; but what 
things they should pray for^ when engaged in silent^ 
mental prayer,^ 

2. Those who contend that it is a specific and invari- 
able form, to be used by Christians in all ages, like the bap- 
tismal formula in Math. 28 : 19, 20 ; though not to the 
exclusion of other forms of prayer. 

3. Others incline to the opinion, that the prayer is an 
epitome of the Jewish forms of prayer which were then 
in use ; and that it comprised, in its several parts, the 
very words with which their prayers began, and which 
were embodied in one, as a substitute for so many long and 
unmeaning forms of prayer. 

Whatever be the true view of this subject, it is remark- 
able that our Lord's prayer was not in use in the age of 
the apostles. Not the remotest allusion to it occurs in the 
history of the acts of the apostles, nor in their epistles. It 
is true, indeed, that the canon of the New Testament was 
not then established, nor their writings extensively known ; 

4 Non enim verbOf sed re$ ipsas eos rerbis docuit, quibns et se ipai t 
^o,et quid esset orandnm cum in penetralibus, at dictum; mentis orarent. 
— JDt MagiUro, c. i, VoL I, p. 402. 
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but we must suppose that tradition would, at least in some 
degree, have supplied the place of the gospels. The 
supposition, that, in all cases of prayer by the disciples 
and early Christians, the u^e of this form must be pre- 
sumed, like that of the baptismal formula, is altogether 
gratuitous and groundless. 

In the earliest apostolical fathers, also, no trace is found 
of this prayer. Neither Clement, nor Polycarp, nor any 
father, makes allusion to it, antecedent to Justin Martyr, 
A. D. 148. And he informs us that in Christian assem- 
blies, the presiding minister offered up prayer and thanks- 
giving, as he was able, oari dhvafii^g divrQ, and that hereupon 
the people answered Amen ! This expression, as we shall 
endeavor to show in another place, means, — as well as Atf- 
ccndd, or to the best of his ability. It shows that public- 
prayers were not confined to any pre-composed forms.. 
The Lord's prayer may have been used in conneetioii> 
with these extemporary addresses of the minister; bat 
there is no evidence of such an usage. In describing the- 
ceremony of baptism, Justin speaks of the use which is 
made of " the name of the universal father," r6 tov Uargo^ 
Twv oXibvy which is supposed by some to be an allusion tO" 
the expression, " our Father who art in heaven." 

Lucian, A. D. 180, in his Philopatris, speaks of the' 
prayer which begins with the Father, ivx'^ din 6 narqbg- 
dig^dfisvog, which may possibly be a similar allusion to our 
Lord's prayer. - 

Nothing much more explicit occurs in Irenaeus. He- 
says, however, " Christ has taught tis to say in prayer^ 
* And forgive us our debts; ' for he is our Father, v^um' 
debtors we are, having transgressed his precepts,^^^ This 
passage only shows his acquaintance with the prayer, 
but proves nothing in relation to the liturgical use of it. 
The same may be said of Clement of Alexandria, whO' 

* Adv. nMWi,y Lih. gy €>17. 
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makes evident allusion to the Lord's prayer in several 
passages.^ 

The Apostolical Constitutions- helong to a later age, and 
cannot, therefore, he introduced as evidence in the ques- 
tion under consideration. 

. TertuUian, at the close of the second century and be- 
ginning of the third, together with Origen, and Cyprian, 
who lived a few years later, give more authentic notice of 
the Lord's prayer. 

TertuUian not only quotes the Lord's prayer in various 
parts of his writings, but he has left a treatise " On Prayer," 
which consist of an exposition of it, with some remarks 
appended, concerning the customs observed in prayer. 
In this treatise, which he is supposed to have written, bo- 
fore he went over to Montanism, e. c, before the year 
200, TertuUian represents this prayer, not merely as an 
exemplar, or pattern of Christian petitions, but as the 
quintescence and ground of all prayer ; and as a summary 
of the gospel.''^ He strongly recommends, however, other 
prayers, and enumerates the several parts of prayer, such as 
supplication, entreaty, confession of sin, and then proceeds 
to show that we may offer other petitions, according to our 
accidental circumstances and desires, having premised this 
legitimate and ordinary prayer which is the foundation 
of aU.8 

Cyprian, who died A. D. 258, repeats the sentiments of 
TertuUian, whom he recognizes, to a great extent, as his 
guide in all points of doctrine. He wrote a treatise on 
the Lord's prayer, on nearly the same plan as that of Ter- 
tuUian. He has less spirit, but is more full than his pre- 

• Especially Pa'edag., Lib. 3. ^ De Oratione, c. 1, pp. 129, 130. 

8 Qnoniam tamen Dominas prospector humanarum neccssitatum 
•eorsum post traditam orandi disciplinam, '^ petite," inquit ^'etaccipietis;" 
et rant, quae petantar pro circumstantia cujusque, praemi98a l^^ma et 
ardinaria oratione, quari JundamerUo; acciderUium jtu eU dendiriarum 
/mi $§t ngpeniruendi extrimtau peHtunut^^'JM OraL, c. 9. 
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decessor; and often explains his obscurities. Cyprian 
says, that our Lord, among other important precepts and 
instructions, gave us a form of prayer, and taught us for 
what we should pray. He also styles the prayer, our pub- 
lic and common prayer;^ and urges the use of it by con- 
siderations drawn from the nature of prayer, without 
asserting its liturgical authority or established use. 

Origen, contemporary with Cyprian, has a treatise on 
prayer, in the latter part of which, he comments at length 
upon the Lord's prayer. His remarks are extremely dis- 
cursive, and chiefly of a moral and practical character; 
so that we derive no satisfactory information from him 
respecting the liturgical use of this prayer, or prayers 
rather, as he regards them. He, however, warns his 
readers against vain repetitions and improper requests^ 
charging them not to battologize in their prayers; — an 
error which they could have been in no danger of com- 
mitting, had they been guided by the dictation of a prayer- 
book. The explanation which he gives implies the use of 
extempore prayer. ^^ 

It appears from the foregoing authorities, that our Lord's 
prayer was neither in use by the apostles themselves, nor 
by the churches founded by them, nor by the primitive 
churches, until the close of the second century and begin- 
ning of the third. From this time it began to be used, 
and in the fifth and sixth centuries was a part of the 
public liturgies of the churches. 

With reference to the Lord's prayer we subjoin the 
following remarks. 

1. It is questionahle whether the words of this prayer 
tvere indited by our Lord himself. If we adopt the theory 

' Inter cetera sua salutaria monita et praecepta divina, . . . etiam 
orandi ipse formam dedit, . . . publica est nobis et commimis oratio.— 
De Oratione, pp. 204^906. 

10 De Oraticme, c 21, p. 89a 
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of many that it is a compend of the customary prayers in 
the religious service of the Jews, how can it with propriety 
be affirmed that our Lord gave to his disciples any form of 
prayer whatever as his own? 

2. This appears not to have been given to the disciples 
as a form of pnhlic prayer; but as a specimen of that 
spirituality and simplicity, which should appear in their 
devotions, in opposition to the "vain repetitions of the 
heathen," and the heartless formalities of the Pharisees. 
It merely enforces a holy importunity, sincerity and sim- 
plicity in private prayer. It was a prayer to be offered in 
secret, as the context in both instances indicates. Matt. 6 : 
3—14. Luke 11 : 1—13. 

3. Our Lord expressly enjoined upon his disciples to 
oSei other petitions, of the highest importance, for which 
no form is given. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are offered 
to those who shall ask, while yet no prescribed formula is 
given, in which to make known our requests for this bless- 
ing. Why have we not, therefore, the same authority, 
even from Christ himself, for extemporaneous prayer, as 
for a litany ? At least we must presume that our Lord 
had no intention to prescribe an exact model of prayer, 
while teaching us to pray, without any form, for the highest 
blessing which we can receive. 

4. A strict adherence to this form is incompatible with 
a suitable recognition of Christ as our mediator and in- 
tercessor with the Father. " Hitherto," said our Lord in 
his last interview with his disciples before he suffered, 
" ye have asked nothing in my name^ But a new and 
peculiar dispensation was opening to them, by which they 
might have " boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood 
of Jesus." The petitions of that prayer might, indeed, 
be suitable to the Christian in every age, and in all stages 
of his spiritual progress; but they are appropriate rather, 
to those under the law, than to those under grace. They 
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breathe not the peculiar spirit of him who would plead the 
name of Christ alone, in suing for pardon and acceptance 
with God. 

5. This prayer belongs rather to the economy of the 
Old Testament. Christ was not yet glorified. The Spirit 
was not given; neither was the law of ordinances abolished. 
However useful or important it may have been, in the 
worship of God under the Old Testament, is it of necessity 
imposed upon us under that better covenant which God 
has given ; and by which he gives us nearness of access 
to his throne, without any of the formalities of that ancient 
Jewish ritual; and only requires us to worship him in 
spirit and in truth ? 

6. The variations of phraseology in the forms given by 
the evangelists, are so great as to forbid the supposition 
that it is to be regarded as a specific and prescribed form 
of prayer. The reader has only to notice the two forms 
of Matthew and Luke, to see that the variations are too 
numerous and important to justify an adherence to one 
invariable form of speech. The only form of prayer that 
can be a found in the Scriptures, is recorded on two occasions, 
with such variations as to exclude the possibility of de- 
riving from either any authorized and unchangeable form 
of prayer. Both have the same general resemblance, 
united with circumstantial variations, which might be ex- 
pected of one who was careful only to utter the same 
sentimeTits, without any studied phraseology or set form of 
words. They are as various as two extemporaneous 
prayers might be expected to be, if uttered upon two 
similar occasions with reference to the same subject.^^ 

« 

IV. The use of forms of prayer is contrary to the 
simplicity and freedom of primitive worship. 

" On this whole snbjecty comp. Angnati, DenkwOidifl^ten, YdL Y, 
pp. 88— 13i. 
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All the early records of antiquity relating to the ecclesi* 
astical polity of the primitive Christians, and to their rites 
of religious worship, concur in the representation, that they 
were conducted with the utmost simplicity ; and in total 
contrast, both with the formalities of the ancient Mosaie 
ritual, and the various forms of Episcopal worship and 
government, which were subsequently introduced.^^ The 
men of those days all accounted themselves the priests of 
Gt>d; and each, according to his ability, claimed the liberty, 
not only to teach and to exhort, but even to administer the 
ordinances. All this is explicitly asserted in the commen- 
tary upon Eph. 4: 11, which is ascribed to Hilary of 
Rome, about A. D. 360. "After churches were every 
^ere established, and ecclesiastical orders settled, the 
policy pursued was different from that which, at first, pre- 
Tailed. Por, at firsts all were accustomed to teach^ and to 
baptize, each on every day alike, as he had occasion. 
Philip sought no particular day or occasion in which to 
baptize the eunuch, neither did he interpose any season of 
fasting. Neither did Paul and Silas delay the baptism o( 
the jailer and all his house. Peter had the assistance of 
no deacons, nor did he seek for any particular day, in 
"which to baptize Cornelius and his household. He did 
not even administer the baptism himself, but entrusted this 
duty to the brethren, who had come with him from Joppa ; 
as yet there were no deacons, save the seven who had been 
appointed. That the disciples might increase and multi- 
ply, all, in the beginning, were permitted to preach, to 
baptize, and to expound the Scriptures. But when Chris- 
tianity became widely extended, small assemblies were 
formed, and rectors and presidents were appointed; and 
Other offices, instituted in the church. No one of the 
clergy presumed, without ordination, to assume his office. 
The writings of the apostles do not, in fJl respects, accord 

IS Comp. Schoene, Getcbichtafonchmigeii, VoL I, pp. M— HS. 
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ynih. the existing state of things in the church; because 
these things were written at the time of the first organizor 
Hem of the church" ^^ ' 

This passage asserts the free and unrestrained liberty 
which all, at first, enjoyed, in instructing and exhorting; 
and in administering the ordinances and the government 
of the church. 

There is a passage in Tertullian, also, indicative of the 
fiame absence of prescribed form and regularity. " AAcar 
the reading of the Scriptures, psalms are sung, or addresses 
are made, or prayers are offered." i* All is unsettled. The 
exercises are freely varied, according to circumstances. 
This absence of all established forms, and the universal 
enjoyment of religious liberty and equality, was, indeedy 
sometimes misunderstood and abused, as we have seen, 
even by the churches to whom the apostle vnrites ; and yet 
it was far from offering smy encouragement to the disordeis 
and extravagances of fanaticism. Observe, for exan^^le, 
the following upbraidings of such irregularities by Tertut 
lian: **I must not fail to describe, in this place, the reUgions 
deportment of these heretics ; how unseemly, how earthly, 
how carnal; without gravity, without respect, without 
discipline; — ^how inconsistent with their religious beliefl 
Especially, it is wholly uncertain who may be a catechu* 
men ; who, a Christian professor. They all assemble and 
sit promiscuously as hearers ; and pray indiscriminately* 
How impudent are the women of these heretics, who pre* 
sume to teach, to dispute, to exorcise, to practise magic arts 
upon the sick ; and, perhaps, even to baptize. Their elec* 
tions to offices in the church are hasty, inconsiderate, and 
irregular. At one time they elect neophytes ; at another^ 
men of the world ; and then apostates from us, that they 

13 Comment ad Eph. 4:11. Ambros. Opera, Vol. III. 

14 Jam Yero prout Scriptnuae Ifignstar, ant pMhni eanvntnr, ant adloctt- 
tiones profemntur, aut petitioiii8dBlegcatar.r-*J[^ AtmmOf c. 9. 
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may, at least, gain such by honor, if not by the truth. 
No where is promotion easier than in the camps of rebels, 
where onfe's presence is a sure passport to preferment. 
Accordingly, one is bishop to-day; to-morrow, another; to- 
day, a deacon; to-morrow, a reader; and he, who is now a 
presbyter, to-morrow will be again a layman." ^^ 

In relation to this passage, which Neander quotes at 
length, he offers the following remarks, and we commend 
them to the attentive consideration of the reader. "We 
here see the operations of two conflicting parties, one of 
whom regards the original organization of the apostolical 
churches as a divine institution, and an abiding ordinance 
in the church, essential to the spread of a pure Christianity. 
The other, who contend for an unrestrained freedom in all 
external matters, oppose these views, as foreign to the 
freedom and simplicity which the spirit of the gospel 
encourages. They deny that the kingdom of God, itself 
inward, unseen, can need any outward organization for the 
support and spread of that kingdom. They contend that 
all Christians belong to the priesthood; and this they would 
practically exemplify, by allowing no established distinction 
between the clergy and the laity; but permitting all, in 
common, to teach, and to administer the sacraments ; two 
parties, which we often see opposed to each other, in the 
subsequent history of the church. One of them lays great 
stress upon the outward organization of the visible church, 
by not suitably distinguishing between what may be a 
divine institution and what a human ordinance ; the 
other, holds the doctrine of an invisible kingdom, but 
overlooking the necessities of weak minds, which are inca- 
pable of forming conceptions of objects so spiritual, rejects 
with abhorrence all such ordinances." i^ 



» De Piaetcriptioiulmi Haeret, c. 41. 
M Aat$^oBiMidcm, pp. 340, 341. 1825. 
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V. The use of forms of prayer was unknown in the 
primitive church. 

The apostolical fathers, Clement and Polycarp, give us no 
information concerning their modes of worship in the age 
immediately succeeding that of the apostles. The circum- 
stances of their meeting in secresy, and under cover of the 
latest hours of the night, together with other inconvenien- 
ces, must, it would seem, be very unfavorable to the use of 
a liturgy, or any form of prayer. Tertullian and Eusebios 
represent the primitive Christians, of whom Pliny speaks, 
to have come together, ad canendum Christ i, to sing pnrite 
to Christ, and this is, perhaps, the most natural interpreta- 
tion of the text. 

We are left, then, to the conclusion, that the apostolical 
churches neither used any forms of prayer, nor is such vote 
authorized by divine authority. In this conclusion, we aie 
sustained by various considerations, drawn from the fore- 
going views of the simplicity of primitive worship. 

1. The supposition of a form of prayer is opposed to 
that simplicity, freedom of speech, and absence of all fof- 
malities, which characterized the worship of these early 
Christians. 

In nothing, perhaps, was the worship of the Christian 
religion more strikingly opposed to that of the Jewish, than 
in these particulars. The one was encumbered with a 
burdensome ritual, and celebrated, with many imposing 
formalities, by a priesthood divinely constituted, whose rank, 
and grades of office, and duties, were defined with great mi- 
nuteness, and observed with cautious precision. The other 
prescribed no ritual, designated no unchanging order of the 
priesthood ; but, simply directing that all things should be 
done decently and in order, permitted all to join in the 
worship of God, with unrestrained freedom, simplicity, and 
singleness of heart. The one, requires the worshipper to 
come with awful reverence; and, standing afisir 0% to 
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present his offering to the appointed priest, who, alone, is 
permitted to bring it near to God. The other, invites the 
humble worshipper to draw near, in the full assurance of 
fidth ; and, leaning on the bosom of the Father with the 
confiding spirit of a little child, to utter his whole heart 
in the ears of parental love and tenderness. Is it not con- 
trary, then, to the economy of this gracious dispensation, to 
trammel up the spirit of this little child with a studied form 
of speech; to chill the fervor of his soul by the cold dicta- 
tions of another;, and require him to give utterance to the 
struggling emotions of his heart, in language, to him» 
uncongenial? Does it comport with the genius of primitive 
Christianity, to lay upon the suppliant, in audience with 
his Father in heaven, the restraints of courtly formalities 
and studied proprieties of premeditated prayer ? The art- 
lessness and simplicity of primitive worship offer a strong 
presumption in favor of fret, extemporaneous prayer. 

2. This presumption is strengthened by the example of 
Christ and his apostles, all of whose prayers, so far as they 
•are recorded, or the circumstances related under which 
thpy were ofiered, are strictly extemporaneous. 

This argument has been already duly considered, and 
may be dismissed without further expansion in this place. 

3. We conclude that no forms of prayer were author- 
ized or required in the apostolical churches, because no 
instructions to this effect are given either by Christ or the 
apostles. 

The Lord's prayer, as we have already seen, was not a 
prescribed form of prayer, neither was it in use in the 
apostolical churches ; nor are any intimations given in the 
New Testament of any form of prayer, prayer-book, or 
ritual of any kind, unless the response, to which allusion is 
made in 1 Cor. 14: 16, be considered as such. Here, then, 
is a clear omission, and manifestly designed to show that 
God did not purpose to give any instructions respecting the 
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manner in which we are to ofier to him our prayers. This 
argument from the omissions of Scripture is presented with 
great force hy Archbishop Whately, in support of the opinion 
which we here offer, and we shall accordingly adopt his 
language to express it. 

After asserting that the sacred writers were supemata- ' 
rally withheld from recording some things, he adds : " On 
no supposition, whatever, can we account for the omission, 
by all of them, of many points which they do omit, and of 
their scanty and slight mention of others, except by con- 
sidering them as withheld by the express design and will 
(whether communicated to each of them or not) of their 
heavenly Master, restraining them from committing to 
writing many things which, naturally, some or other pf 
them, at least, would not have failed so to record. 

" We seek in vain there for many things which, humanly 
speaking, we should have most surely calculated on finding. 
* No such thing is to be found in our Scriptures as a Cate- 
chism, or regular elementary introduction to the Christian 
religion ; neither do they furnish us with any thing of the 
nature of a systematic creed, set of articles, confession of 
faith, or by whatever other name one may designate a 
regular, complete compendium of Christian doctrines: wor, 
again, do they supply us tvitk a liturgy for ordinary public 
worship, or with forms for administering the sacraments^ 
or for conferring holy orders; nor do they even give any 
precise directions as to these and other ecclesiastical mat- 
ters ; — any thing that at all corresponds to a rubric, or set 
of canons.' 

" Now these omissions present a complete moral demon- 
stration that the apostles and their followers must have 
been superjiaturally withheld from recording great part of 
the institutions, instructions, and regulations, which must, 
in point of fact, have proceeded from them ; — withheld, on 
purpose that other churches, in other ages and regions, 
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might not be led to consider themselves bound to adhere to 
several formularies, customs, and rules, that were of local 
and temporary appointment; but might be left to their own 
discretion in matters in which it seemed best to divine wis- 
dom that they should be so left."^''^ 

4. No form of prayer, liturgy, or ritual, was recorded or 
preserved by the contemporaries, inspired or uninspired, of 
the apostles, or by their immediate successors. 

This consideration is nearly allied to the former, and is 
so forcibly urged by Archbishop Whately, that we shall 
again present the argument in his own words. '* It was, 
ikideed, not at all to be expected that the Gospels, the Acts, 
and those Epistles which have come down to us, should 
have been, considering the circumstances in which they 
were written, any thing different from what they are : but 
the question still recurs, why should not the apostles or 
their followers have also committed to paper, what, we are 
sure, must have been perpetually in their mouths, regular 
instructions to catechumens, articles of faith, prayers, and 
directions as to public worship, and administration of the 
sacraments? Why did none of them record any of the 
prayers, of which they must have heard so many from an 
apostle's mouth, both in the ordinary devotional assemblies, 
in the administration of the sacraments, and in the * laying 
on of hands,' by which they themselves had been or- 
dained ?" 18 

The superstitious reverence of the early Christians for 
such productions as might have been obtained from the 
apostles and their contemporaries, is apparent from the 
numerous forgeries of epistles, liturgies, &c., which were 
published under their name. Had any genuine liturgies of 
the apostolical churches been written, it is inconceivable, that 
they should all have been lost, and these miserable forge- 
ries, such as those of James, Peter, Andrew, and Mark, 

" Kingdom of Chrirt, pp. 82, 83. w IWd., «>. 258, MS. 
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substituted in their place. Some discovery must have been 
made of these, among other religious books and sacred 
things of the Christians, which, in times of persecution, 
were diligently sought out and burned. Strict inquiry 
was made after these, and their sacred books, and sacra- 
mental utensils ; their cups, lamps, torches, vestments, and 
other property of the church, were often delivered up, and 
burnt or destroyed. But there is no instance on record, oi 
any form of prayer, liturgy, or book of divine service having 
been discovered, in the early persecutions of the church. 
This fact is so extraordinary, that Bingham, who earnestly 
contends for the use of liturgies from the beginning, is 
constrained to admit, that they could not have been com- 
mitted to writing in the early periods of the church, but 
must have been preserved by oral tradition, and used "3j^ 
memory^ and made familiar by known and constant prac- 
tice." ^^ The reader has his alternative, between this sup- 
position, and that of no liturgy or prescribed form of prayer 
in those days of primitive simplicity. Constantino took 
special care to have fifty copies of the Bible prepared for 
the use of the churches, and, by a royal commission, en^ 
trusted Eusebius, the historian, with the duty of procuring 
them.20 How is it, that the service-book was entirely for- 
gotten in this provision for the worship of God ? Plainly 
because they used none for this purpose. 

5. The earliest fathers, in defending the usages of the- 
church, and deciding controversies, make no appeal to' 
liturgies, but only to tradition, "For these, and other 
rites of a like character," says TertuUian, in speaking of 
the ceremonies of baptism and of the Lord's supper, " for 
these, if you seek the authority of Scripture, you will find 
none. Tradition is your authority, confirmed by custom 

>• Antiq., Book 13, c. 5. » Euseb., Vit. Constant, Lib. 4, 96. 
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and faithfully observed."®! - But these should have a place 
in a- liturgy. Cyprian advocates the mingling of water 
with. wine, at the Lord's supper, by an appeal to tradition, 
without any reference to the liturgy of James.^ 

Firmilian, his contemporary, admits, that the church at 
Bomie did not strictly observe all things which may have 
been delivered at the beginning, " so that it was vain even 
to allege the authority of the apostles." ^3 . 

Basil is even more explicit. After mentioning several 
things which are practised in the church without scriptural 
authority, such as the sign of the cross, praying towards 
the east, and the form of invocation in the consecration of 
the elements, he proceeds to say, " We do not content our- 
selves with what the apostle or the gospel may have care- 
fully recorded; with these we are not satisfied; but we 
have much to say before and after the ordinance, derived 
from instructions which have never been toritten, as having 
great efficacy in these mysteries." Among thisse unwritten 
. uid unauthorized rites, he enumerates afterwards the con- 
secration of the baptismal water. " From what writings, 
datb ndicDv iyyq6Lq)b)v,^^ he asks, "comes this formulary? 
They have none; nothing but silent and secret tradition."^ 

From the fact, that the appeal is only to tradition, we 
conclude, with Du Pin and others, that the apostles neither 
authorized, nor left behind them any prescribed form of 
worshij) or liturgy. 

6. That simplicity in worship, which continued for some 
time subsequent to the age of the apostles, forbids the sup- 
position of the use of liturgical forms. 

" Hanim et aliarum hujusmodi disciplinarum silegem; expostules scrip- 
tutarum, nallam invenies. Traditio tibi praetenditur autrix, consuetudo 
eonfiimatrix, fides obserratrix. — Dt Corona AftZ., c. 4. 

« Ep. ad Caecil, p. 104. « Ep. ad Cyprian, inter Ep. Cyp., 75, p. 144. 

«* De Spiritu Sancto, c. 27. 
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We return now to the second and third centuries, And, 
from the testimonies, particularly of Justin Martyr and 
Tertullian, we learn, that the worship of the Christian 
church, at this period, continued to be conducted in primi- 
tive simplicity, without agenda, liturgy, or forms of prayer. 

Justin Martyr, in his Apology in behalf of the Christian 
religion, which he presented to the Roman emperor, 
Antoninus Pius, about A. D. 138, or 139,25 gives a de- 
tailed account of the prevailing mode of celebrating tfie 
ordinances of baptism and the Lord's supper in the Chris- 
tian church, in which he repeatedly mentions the prayers 
which are offered in these solemnities. " After baptizing 
the believer, and making him one with us, we conduct him 
to the brethren, as they are called, where they are assem- 
bled, fervently to offer their common supplications for 
themselves, for him who has been illuminated, and for all 
men every where ; that we may live worthy of the truth 
which We have learned, and be found to have kept the 
commandments, so^that we may be saved with an ever- 
lasting salvation. After prayer, we salute one another 
with a kiss. After this, bread, and a cup of wine and 
water are brought to the president, which he takes, and 
ofiers up praise and glory to the Father of all things,, 
through the name of the Son and of the" Holy Spirit ; and 
gives, thanks that we are accounted worthy of these things. 
When he has ended the prayers and the thanksgiving, all 
the people present respond, amen ! which, in Hebrew, signi- 
fies, so may it be," 

The description above relates to the celebration of the 
Lord's supper when baptism was administered. In the 
following extract, Justin narrates the ordinary celebration 
of the supper on the Lord's-day. " On the day called 
Sunday, we all assemble together, both those who reside 
in the country, and . they who dwell in the city, and the 
commentaries of the apostles and the writings of the 

«« Justin Martyr, by C. Semiach, Vol. I, p. 72. Trans. Ed. 1843. 
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prophets are read as long as time permits. When the 
reader has ended, the president, in an address, makes an 
application, and enforces an imitation of the excellent 
things which have been read. Then we all stand wp 
together i arid offer up our prayers. After our prayers, as 
I have said, bread and wine and water are brought, and 
the president, in like manner, offers prayers and thanks- 
givings, according to his alfilityt oarj divafiig iuiq), and the 
people respond, saying Amen !" ^ 

Justin lived for some time at Ephesus, and became a 
convert to Christianity in that city. So that the above is 
doubtless an account of the religious rites of that venerable 
church founded by the great apostle, and the scene of many 
of his most interesting labors. It is peculiarly gratifying 
to learn, from a witness so unexceptionable, that this 
church continues still to worship God in all the simplicity 
of the primitive disciples. They meet as brethren in 
Christ ; they exchange still the apostolical salutation, the 
kiss of charity. The Scriptures are read, and the presi- 
dent or pastor meikes a familiar address, enforcing the 
practical duties which have been presented in the reading. 
A prayer is offered in the consecration of the sacred ele- 
ments, in which the suppliant prays according to his alfility, 
following only the suggestions of his ovni heart, without any 
form. After this, they receive the bread and the wine in 
remembrance of Christ. All is done in the affectionate 
confidence, the simplicity, and singleness of heart of the 
primitive disciples.^^ 

The testimony of Justin, however, is claimed on both 
sides. The whole controversy hinges on that vexed pas- 
sage, oarj ${}vafjiig dLvit^, The congregation all stood up, 
and the president prayed, oarj d{fva/ing (Swiq), according to 
his ability. Some understand by this phrase, that he 

•• Apol., 1, 61, 65, 67, pp. 71, 82, 83. See above, 167. 
^ Comp. Schoene's Geschichtsfonhongen d^ Kirch. Gebrftuche, 1, pp. 
102,103. 
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prayed with a$ loud a voice as he could; cujus mention est 
ejics refutatioJ^ Others, with all the ardor and fervcjicy 
of his sovl. 

Such are the interpretations of those who coDtend for 
the use of a liturgy in the primitive church. On the 
other hand, Justin is understood to say, that the president 
prayed as well as he could^ to the best of his ability, or as 
TertuUian says, " ex propria inge?iio.^^ If this be the true 
meaning, it leads to the conclusion that the prayers offered 
on this occasion were strictly extempore. This is the in- 
terpretation, not only of non-conformists generally, but of 
some churchmen. It is the only fair interpretation of the 
prayer, according to the ttsus loquendi of this author. 

The same expression occurs in other passages of our 
author, which may serve to illustrate the sense in which 
he uses this equivocal phrase. " We, who worship 
the Ruler of the Universe, are not atheists. We affirm, 
as we are taught, that he has no need of blood, li- 
bations, and incense. But, with prayer and thanks- 
givings, we praise him according to our ability, oajy 
d6vafiig, for all which we enjoy, t(p olg nqoaq>Bq6fiedQt 
nuaivj having learned that, worthily to honor him is, 
not to consume in fire by sacrifice, what he has provided 
for our sustenance, but to bestow it upon ourselves and 
upon the needy ; and to show ourselves thankful to him 
by our solemn thanksgivings for our birth, our health, and 

all that he has made ; and for the vicissitudes of- the 
season. "29 

The Catholic and Episcopal rendering of this passage 
makes tKe author say, that, in aU our offerings^ ig>* o^g 
7tqoa(pEQ6fiBda nacfi>v, we praise him, oa-q divafiig, with the 
utmost fervency of devotion. This, however, is a mis- . .. 
taken rendering of the verb, nqoaqiBQOfjiaiy which, in the 

's The very mention of which •!« a eufScient refutation. ' 
» Ajpol. 1, c. 13, p. fiO, 61. 

29* 
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middle voice, means not to offer in sacrifice, or to worship! 
but to participate, to enjoy. So it is rendered by Scapula, 
Hedericus, Bretscbfteider, Passow, &c. The passage re- 
lates, not to an act of sacrifice, nor of public worship, as the 
connection shows, but to deeds of piety towards God, and 
of benevolence to men, done according to their ability, by 
which they offered the best refutation of the groundless 
calumnies of their enemies, who had charged them with an 
atheistical neglect of the gods. The declaration is, that 
for all their blessings they express, according to their 
ability, their thanksgivings to God, and testify their grati- 
tude by deeds of charity to their fellow-men. 

" Having, therefore, exhorted you, oorj divafug, accord' 
ing- to our ability, both by reason, and a. visible sign or 
figure, we know that we shall henceforth be blameless if 
you do not believe, for we have done what we couLdfor your 
conversion,''^ ^^ He had done what he could; by various 
efforts of argument and exhortation, and by. visible signs 
he had labored, according to his ability, to bring them to 
receive the truth. The exhortation was the free expressions 
of his heart's desire for their conversion. Can there be 
any doubt that the phrase denotes the same freedom of 
expression in prayer ? These passages appear to us clearly 
to illustrate the ttsus loquendi of our author, and justify 
our interpretation of the phrase in question.^i 

If one desires further satisfaction on this point, he has 
only to turn to the works of Origen, in which this and 
similar forms of expression are continually occurring, to 
denote the invention, ability, and powers of the mind. 
Origen, in his reply to the calumnies of Celsus, proposes 
to refute them, " according to his ability. "32 Jq his preface, 

*> Apol. 1, c. 65, p. 77. 

1 Comp. King, in our Antiquities, pp. 213 — ^215. Note. 
" CTaiy d()va(ug, Lib. 6, $ 1, Vol. I, p. 694, go also, Jfaid t6 
d^patOPf $ 12, p. 638. 
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he has apologized for the Christians " as well as he 
could." 33 These Christians sought, "as much as possible," 
to preserve the purity of the church.^* They strive to 
discover the hidden meaning of God*s word, " according 
to the best of their abilities. "35 Jq these instances the 
reference is not to the fervor of the spirits, the ardor of the 
mind, but to the exercise of the mental powers. The act 
performed is done according to the invention, the ingenuity, 
the talents 6( the agents in each case. 

Basil, in giving instructions how to pray, advises to 
make choice of scriptural forms of thanksgiving, and when 
you have praised him thus, according to your ability, <ag 
dvvaaai, exactly equivalent to oaiy diivar^ig, — then he ad- 
vises the supplicant to proceed to petitions.36 The Greeks 
and the Romans pray each in their own language, accord- 
ing to Origen, and each praises him as he is ahle?'^ But 
enough ; the reader may safely be left to his own conclusions. 

We come next to Tertullian. " We Christians pray 
with eyes uplifted, with hands outspread, with head uncov- 
ered ; and, . . without a monitor , because from the heart J*^^ 
Can this be the manner of one praying from a prayer- 
book ? Clarkson has shown, with his usual clearness, that 
the heathen worshipped by a ritual, . . and rehearsed their 

^ Kara trjv^ itaqovcrav dvvafiiVy Praefall, Lib. contr. Cel. 

** O^'o-jy d{fva/iig, Contr. Cel., Lib. 3, Vol. I, p. 4S2. 

» Lib. 6, $ 2, p. 630. Comp. also in Comment, in Math., ogtj dijvapug^ 
Tom. 17, Vol. Ill, p. 809, xaii i6 dvyarovy Tom. 16, Vol. Ill, p. 736, 
xaid dvvafitPy Tom. 17, Vol. Ill, p. 779, also Vol. IV, p. 6, xard rijy* 
ntxQOvaav d{fVafiiP, Tom. 17, Vol. Ill, p. 794. 

Since writing the above, Clarkson'a Discourse on Litui^es has fkllen 
under notice, in which many other passages are given from Justin, Origen, 
Chrysostom, Basil, &c., all illustrating the same use of the phrase, pp. 6&— 
73,114r-121. 

36 Basil, De Ascet, Vol. II, p. 536. 

^ &g divaiai,, Origen, Contra Cels., Lib. 8, c. 37, p. 769. 

S8 Illuc sursum suspicientes Christiani manibos expansis, quia innocnif, 
capite nudo, quia erubescimus 3 deniqne sine monitore, quia de pectore 
oramus. — ApoL, c. 90. 
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prayers from a book; and that Tertullian says this to 
<:ontrast the Christian mode of worship with these heart- 
less forms. These warm-hearted Christians needed no 
such promptings to give utterance to their devotions. ♦ Out 
of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh. 

Again, " When the sacramental supper is ended, and we 
have washed our hands, and the candles are lighted, every 
one is invited to sing unto God, as he is able ; either in psalms 
collected from the Holy Scriptures, or composed by himself, 
de propria ingenio. And as we began, so we conclude all 
with prayer."^ 

From Tertullian we have the earliest information re- 
specting the religious ordinances of the churches in Africa. 
The reader will not fail to notice, that, this church also 
retains still the simplicity of the apostolical churches, 
mingled with some Roman customs. The brethren form 
a similar fraternity. Their religious worship opens with 
prayer, after which the Scriptures are read, and familiar 
remarks offered upon them. Then follows the sacramental 
supper, or more properly the love-feast of the primitive 
church, which they begin with prayer. After the supper, 
any one is invited to offer a sacred song, either from the 
•Scriptures, or indited by himself. And the whole ends 
with prayer. The entire narrative indicates a free, infor- 
mal mode of worship, as far removed from that which is 
directed by the agenda and rituals of liturgical worship 
as can well be conceived. 

In the same connection, Tertullian also forcibly illus- 
trates the sincerity and purity of this primitive worship. 
Speaking of the subjects of their prayers, he says, "These 
blessings I cannot persuade myself to ask of any but of 
him, from whom alone I know that I can obtain them. 
For he only can bestow them. And to me he has cov- 
enanted to grant them. For I am his servant and him 

• 

» ApoL, c. 89. 
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'tat 

only do I serve. For this service I stand exposed to death, 
while I offer to him the noblest and best sacrifice which 
he requires, — prayer proceeding from a chaste body, an 
innocent soulj and a sanctified spirit.'* ^^ Beautiful exem- 
plification of the words of our Lord to the woman of 
Samaria, "Believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the 
Father. God is a Spirit, and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth." John 4: 21, 24. 

The authority of Tertullian is against the use of forms 
of prayer. "We pray," says he, ^^ without a monitor, be' 
cause from the heart,*' sine monitore quid depectore. Much ' 
ingenuity has been employed to reconcile this expression 
with the use of a prayer-book, but viewed in connection 
with the freedom and simplicity in which their worship 
was conducted, its obvious import is sufficiently apparent. 
He justifies, indeed, the use of the Lord's prayer ; but 
seems to intimate that to God alone belongs the right of 
prescribing forms of prayer. " God alone," says he, " can 
teach us how he would be addressed in prayer. But, 
he adds, " our Lord, who foresaw the necessities of men, 
after he had delivered this form of prayer, said * Ask and 
ye shall receive ; ' and there are some things which need 
to be asked, according to every one's circumstances ; the 
rightful and ordinary being first used as a foundation, we 
may lawfully add other occasional desires,*^ and make this 
the basis of other petitions." 

From this passage it appears that their manneiy was, at 
the beginning of the third century, to repeat the Lord's 
prayer as the basis and pattern of all appropriate prayer 
to God, and then to enlarge in free, unpremeditated sup- 
plications, according to their circumstances and desires. . 

There is another circumstance mentioned above by- Ter- 
tullian, which shows how far the worship of the primitive 

^ ApoL, c. 30. <» De Orat, c. 9. 
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Christians was at this time from being confined to the 
prescribed and unvarying formalities. of a ritueJ. It ap- 
pears that in their social worship each was invited forth to 
sing praises to God, either from the holy Scriptures, or 
•'& jrroprio ingenioy^ of his own composing. Grant, if 
you please, that these sacred songs may have been pre- 
viously composed by each. They are still his own, and 
have . to the hearer all the novelty and variety of an occa- 
sional and extemporaneous effusion. So he who leads in 
prayer, like the one who sung his song, may offer a free 
prayer which he has previously meditated. But in the 
opinion of many, such songs may have been offered im? 
promptu, like the songs of Moses and Miriam, and Deborah, 
Simeon and Anna. Augustine speaks of such songs, and 
ascribes to divine inspiration the ability to indite them. 
The improvisatori of the present age are an example of the 
extent to which such gifts may be cultivated without any 
supernatural aid.^^ Jf^ therefore, such freedom was allowed 
in. their psalmody, much more might it be expected in their 
prayers. 

7. The attitude of the primitive Christians in prayer is 
against the supposition that they used a prayer-book. 
What, according to Tertullian and others, was this attitude ? 
It was with arms and eyes raised towards heaven, and 
hands outspread,^^ or it was kneeling and prostrate, with 
the eyes closed, to shut out from view every object that 
might divert the mind from its devotions ; or, as Origen 
expresses it, " closing the eyes of his senses, hut erecting 
those of his mind" Few facts in ancifent history are better 
attested than this. The coins that were struck in honor 
of Cdnstantine, represented him in the attitude of prayer. 

^ Comp. Walch. De Hymn. Eccl. Apost., $ 20. Mttnter, Metr. Offen- 
bar. Pref. 

^ lUac sursum suspicientefl Christiani maoibus expansis. Tertul., Apol. 
c. so. Comp. De Orat.; c. 11. Adv. Marcioii; c. 23. Clemens. Alex. 
Strom., 7. 
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But how ? not with prayer-book in hand, but with hands ca> 
tended and eyes upturned^ as if looking towards heaven^ 
&g &voi ^linetv doxeZv iiv at era fiivog,^ 

Now all this, if not absolutely incompatible with the use 
of a liturgy, must, to say the least, be very inconvenient 
Can we suppose that this attitude would have been assumed 
at the beginning in the use of a cumbersome roll ? 

8. We have yet to add that the manner in which pre- 
conceived prayer began to be used is decisive against any 
divine authority for the use of them. It is an acknowledged 
historical fact, that in the earliest stages of the Episcopal 
system, there was not any settled and invariable form of 
prayer. All that was required was, that the prayers should 
not be unpremeditated, but previously composed and com- 
mitted to writing. Still they were occasional j and may 
have had all the variety and adaptation of extempore 
prayers. This fact strikingly exhibits an intermediate state 
in the transition of the church from that freedom and 
absence of forms which characterized her earliest and 
simplest worship, to the imposing formalities of a later 
date. But it precludes the supposition that an authorized 
liturgy could have previously existed.^^ 

9. If it were necessary to multiply arguments on this 
point we might mention the secret discipline of the church 
as evidence against the use of a liturgy. This of itself is 
regarded by Schone and others, as conclusive on this sub- 
ject ; a written and prescribed liturgy being quite incom- 
patible with these mysteries. Basil refused to give expla- 
nations, in writing to Miletus, but referred him to Theophrast 
for verbal information, that so the mysteries might not 
be divulged by what he would have occasion to write. 
" Mysteries," said Origen also, with reference to the same 
point, " must not be committed to writing." The sacra- 

** Enseb., Vit Const, Lib. c. 15. 

45 Con^. Riddle's Christ. Antiq., p. 970. 
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mental prayers and baptismal rites, which, should have a 
place in a liturgy, were among these profound mysteries. 
How they could be kept veiled in such mystery, if recorded 
in a prayer-book, is past our comprehension. 

Basil, of the fourth century, informs us that he pro- 
nounced the doxology with varied phraseology — that the 
baptismal, was unrecorded, and that the church had not 
even a written creed or confession.^^ Clarkson has shown 
by a multitude of citations, that the same is true, of every 
I«rt of religious worship which a liturgy prescribes. He 
has also given many instances of occasional prayers, which 
are inconsistent with the supposition that they rehearsed 
from a prayer-book.^7 

Finally, the origin of these ancient liturgies, and the 
occasion on which they were prepared, is no recommenda- 
tion of them. 

They had their origin in an ignorant and degenerate 
age. The utmost that even the credulity of the Tractari- 
ans pretends to claim in favor of their antiquity, is, that 
" one may be traced with tolerable certainty to the fourth 
century, and three others to the middle of the fifth." ^ 
Ambrose, Augustine, Gregory, Basil and Chrysostom, those 
great luminaries of the church, had passed away, and an 
age of ignorance and superstition had succeeded. Riddle, 
of Oxford, the faithful chronicler of the church, gives the 
following sketch of the degeneracy of this age, — the end of 
the fourth century. 

^^Superstitious veneration of martyrs and their relics, 
credulous reliance upon their reputed powers of interces- 
sion, reports of miracles and visions at their tombs, and 
other follies of this kind, form a prominent feature in the 
religion of the age. 

^'Avtriv $k 6fioXoylav i^f TzlGxetag Big naikqot xal {>iov xa\ 

dyiov nvfvfia ix noltav yqafifidixiuv IjfO^ey.^jDe Bpiritu Saneio, 
c. 27, p. 67, comp. p. 65. 
« Discoiine on LitorgiM. « Tract, No. 68, Vol. I, p. 439. 
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"JVw Festivals, during this century, — Christmas-day, 
Ascension-day, Whitsunday (in the modern sense). 

^^ Baptismal Bites, Ceremonies, ^c. — 1. Wax tapers in 
the hands of the candidates ; 2. Use of salt, milk, wine, 
and honey ; 3. Baptisteries ; 4. Easter and Whitsuntide, 
times of baptism ; 5. Twofold anointing, before and after 
baptism ; 6. Dominica in Albis. 

" The hordes Supper, 1. was now commonly called Misae 
by the Latins; 2. Tables had come into use, and were 
now called altars; 3. Liturgies used at the celebration of 
the rite; 4. Elements. still administered in both kinds es 
before ; 5. No private masses. 

^^Bapid progress of church oligarchy, and formxUion of 
the patriarchate,^^ 

Again, A. D. 439, " Christian morality declines,— Tv(,o> 
distinct codes of morals gradually formed, one for perfecti 
Christians, and another for the more common class of 
believers ; — the former consisting of mysticism and ascetic 
or overstrained virtue, — the latter in the perfonrumce of 
ovtward ceremonies and ritual observances. The distinctioiL 
itself unsound and mischievous ; the morality, to a great 
extent, perverted or fictitious. 

" History now records fewer examples of high ChristiMt 
character than before. Complaints of the fathers, and 
decrees of councils, lead us to fear that impiety and disov^ 
derly condvjct prevail within the borders of the church to a 
melancholy extent. Superstition makes rapid progress." f^' 

Out of this age, when nothing was introduced anew, 
" but corruptions, and the issues thereof; no change made* 
in the current usages, but for the worse ; no motions frook 
its primitive posture, but downwards into degeneracy;"-— 
out of this age, proceeded the first liturgy, the offspring o£ 
ignorance and superstition \ 

^ Riddle'fl Chronology; A. D. 400; A.D. 439.. 

30 
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The clergy had become notoriously ignorant and corrupt, 
unable suitably to guide the devotions of public worship ; 
and, to assist them in their ignorance and incompetence, 
liturgies were provided for their use.^ " When, in pro- 
cess of time, the distinguished fathers of the church had 
passed away, and others, of an inferior standing, arose in 
their place, with less learning and talents for public speak- 
ing, — as barbarism and ignorance continued to overspread 
the Roman empire, and after the secret mysteries of Chris- 
tianity were done away, or, at least, had assumed another 
form of manifestation, — then, the clergy, not being compe- 
tent themselves to conduct the exercises of religious 
worship to the edification of the people, saw the necessity 
of providing themselves with written formulas for their 
assistance. For this purpose, men were readily found to 
indite and transcribe them. In this manner, arose its for- 
mularies, which are known under the name of liturgies and 
missals, and which afterwards, in order to give greater 
authority to them, were ascribed to distinguished men, and 
even to the apostles themselves, as their authors." ^^ 

Palmer ascribes the four original liturgies, from which 
all others have originated, to xYieJifth century. He thinks, 
however, that some expressions in one may, perhaps, be 
traced to the fourth. Even the Oxford Tractarians claim 
for them no higher antiquity. " One, that of Basil, can be 
traced with tolerable certainty to the fourth century, and 
three others to the middle of the fifth." ^2 

"0 The reader will find abundant eyidence of this ignorance, in the coun- 
cils of this age, and in Blondell, Apologia Hieron., pp. 600, 601, Clarkson, 
Discourse on Liturgies, pp. 191—197, and Witsius, Ezercitat. De Oratione, 
( 90, 31, p. 86. In the council of Ephesus, in the fifth centuiy, Elias signs 
his name by the hand of another, because he could not toriU his name; eo 
quod, nesciam litertxs. So, also, Cajumas, propter ea quod liieras ignorem, 

•1 Geschictsforschungen, der Kirch. Gebrftuche, Vol. II, pp. 120, 121. 

" Tracts for the Times, No. 63, Vol. I, p. 439. 
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Now we seriously ask, Shall superstition, ignorance, and 
barbarism, rather than God's own word, teach us how we 
may most acceptably worship him ? Shall we forsake the 
example of Christ and the apostles, to imitate ignorant 
men, who first made use of a liturgy, because they were 
unable, without it, decently to conduct the worship of God ? 

How forcibly does the formality of such liturgical ser^ 
vices contrast with the simplicity and moral efficacy of 
primitive worship! Christianity ascends the throne, and, 
in connection with the secular power, gives laws to the 
state. The government has a monarch at its head ; and 
the church, a bishop in close alliance with him. The 
simple rites of religion, impressive and touching by their 
simplicity, give place to an imposing and princely parade 
in religious worship. Splendid churches are erected. The 
clergy are decked out with gorgeous vestments, assisted by 
a numerous train of attendants, and proceed in the worship 
of God with all the formalities of a prescribed and compli- 
cated ritual. Age after age these liturgical forms continue 
to increase with the superstition and degeneracy of the 
church, until her service becomes encumbered with an 
inconceivable mass of missals, breviaries, rituals, pontificals, 
graduals, antiphonals, psalteries, and what not, alike unin- 
telligible and unmeaning. 

But the simplicity of primitive Christianity gives it 
power. It has no cumbersome rites to embarrass the truth 
of God. Nothing to dazzle the* eye, to amuse and occupy 
the mind that is feeling after God, if haply it may find him. 
All its solemn, simple rites are in harmony with the sim- 
plicity of that system of gospel truth, which is at once the 
wisdom and the power of God, in the conversion of men. 
They present an easy and natural medium for the commu- 
nication of religious truth to the soul, and lay the mind 
open to its quickening power, without the parade of out- 
ward forms to hinder its secret influences upon the mind. 
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REMARKS. 

1. To the people of the congregation forms of prayer 
are inappropriate. 

There is an intimacy in all our joys, our sorrows, and 
our trials; an intimacy and identity that makes them 
peculiarly our own ; so that they find not a just expression 
in the language of another. The language may he more 
select, more appropriate, in the estimation of another who 
knows not my heart, but it is not my own, and but poorly 
expresses my emotions and desires. How variable withali 
is this infinite play of the passions in the heart; and how 
preposterous the attempt to give utterance to them in one 
unvarying tone! As if the harp of David were always 
strung to the same key and sounded one unchanging note ! 
First, stereotype die mind and heart of man, and then» is 
be prepared to express his devotions in the unvarying 
letter of a liturgy. 
• Among all the ills that man is heir to, new and unfore- 
seen calamities are ever and anon breaking out, which 
may bring men to the throne of grace with supplications 
and entreaties of a special character. Shall we wait now 
until notice is given to the diocesan in the distant metropo- 
lis, and a prayer returned at last duly prepared for the 
occasion ? But before it comes, that occasion has gone by, 
and given place to something else for which the bishop's 
form is altogether inappropriate. 

2. Liturgical forms become wearisome by constant 
repetition. 

The love of change is inherent in the breast of man. We 
must have variety. Without it, even our refined pleasures 
lose their charm in a dull and dead monotony. So a 
liturgy, however excellent in diction, or noble in sentiment, 
loses its interest by perpetual repetition. The continual 
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recurrence even of the best possible form, that of the Lord's 
prayer, has this efiect upon our mind. We have heard it 
at the tahle in our daily meals ; at morning and evening 
prayer, and in some instances, it has been the only prayer 
offered in our hearing ; at funerals, at marriages, in bap- 
tism, in confirmation, at the sacrament of the Lord's sup- 
per ; and in every public service, not once merely, hut 
twice or thrice, and even more than this ; as if no relig- 
ious act could be rightly done, without bringing in some- 
where the Lord's prayer. Such ceaseless repetitions only 
create a weariness of spirit, in which one earnestly craTes 
a freer and more informal mode of worship. Let one ex- 
ample suffice for illustration. "How often have I heeii 
grieved to observe coldness and comparative indifllerence 
in the reading-desk, but warmth and animation in the 
pulpit ! In how many different places have I been ohliged 
to conclude, this man preaches in earnest, but prays with 
indifference ! I have asked myself, I have asked others, 
what is the reason of such conduct." ^ The case so em- 
harrassing to our churchman is easily explained. In the 
reading-desk, the preacher utters the cold dictations of 
another ; in the pulpit he expresses the warm suggestions 
of the heart Here, accordingly, his utterance is instinct 
with life and spirit; there, it is changed by perpetual 
repetition into chilling indifference. 

3. The significancy of a liturgy is lost by constant 
repetition. 

To one who hut seldom frequents an Episcopal house 
of worship, there may be much that is impressive in the 
liturgy. But the impression, we apprehend, must be greatly 
diminished hy a constant attendance. The words of the 
prayer-book, now grown familiar, lose in a great degree 
their significancy. They fall upon the ear, like the mur- 
mur of the distant waterfidl, lulling the mind to repose, or 

H Clnircliiiiaii, in Clu&tiiii Obierver, 1804> p. 271. 
30* 
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leaving it to the undisturbed enjoyment of its idle musings. 
The listless inattention of men to the reading of the Scrip- 
tares, is a subject of public and painful notoriety ; and the 
reason assigned is, that, by long familiarity and constant 
repetition, the words even of the great Jehovah fall upon 
the ear without making any adequate impression on the 
mind. The same result, in a much higher degree, may 
be expected from the constant recital of the liturgy. It 
may be a form of sound words ; but it becomes in time no 
more than a form of words, received with passive reverence 
without the requisite impression. 

4. A liturgy often is not in harmony with the subject of 
discourse. 

The preceding remarks relate to the disadvantages of 
the liturgy to the people ; the present, and some that fol« 
low, have reference to the inconvenience of the clergy from 
the same source. Every preacher knows the importance 
of harmony in his services. And if permitted, in the free- 
dom of primitive worship, to direct them accordingly, he 
studiously seeks to make the impression from the prayers, 
the psalmody, and the reading of the Scriptures, coincident 
with the subject of his sermon ; so that all may conspire 
to produce a single impression upon the hearer. The 
•final result upon the audience is ascribable in a great 
degree to the studied harmony throughout the entire scr* 
vice. But here the liturgy interposes its unyielding forms, 
to break up the harmony of the service, and sadly to im- 
pair the effect of it upon the audience. 

5. The liturgy is not a suitable preparation for the im- 
pression of the sermon. 

Much of the practical effect of the preacher's discourse 
depends on having the mind duly prepared for it. This 
preparation results, in a great degree, from a happy adap- 
tation of the preliminary services to this end. But the 
preliminaries <of the liturgy move on with unvarying for- 
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mality, carrying the mind, it may be, direcdy away from 
fbe subject of the discourse that is to follow, or leaving 
the audience uninterested and unprepared, for any quick- 
ened impression from the preacher. He rises to address 
them, with the disheartening conviction that they are i& 
no state rightly to receive what he has to say. He ad- 
vances in his discourse, under the consciousness that he is 
toiling at a task that is too heavy for him ; and retires M 
last, with the feeling that he has only labored in vain, and 
spent his strength for nought. So in the event, it appears, 
all has been done with cold and decent formality, but tho 
profiting of the hearer does not appear. How much of 
the inefficacy of the pulpit in the Episcopal church is 
ascribable to this cause we leave the reader to judge. 

6. A liturgy curtails unreasonably the time allotted to 
the sermon. 

A sermon we know may be, and often is, too long ; k 
may also be too short. Following the protracted recitals 
of the liturgy, it is necessarily crowded into a narrow 
space, at the conclusion of a service which has already un- 
fitted the audience for a quiet, sustained attention to the 
preacher. What he has to say, must be quickly said ; he, 
therefore, hurries through a brief and superficial exposition 
of his subject, and dismisses it with a hasty application, 
before it has had time to assume in the hearer's mind 
that importance which belongs to its momentous truths. 
And the final result is that it falls powerless upon the 
general conscience of the audience. 

7. The liturgy exalts the inventions of man above the 
truth of God. 

The liturgy is ever prominently before the audience ; 
claiming the first attention, the highest place in all the 
acts of worship. In some liturgies the reading of the 
Scriptures forms no part of the public service, and in 
others, the word of God is mixed up with a mass of foreign 
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ingredients which do but neutralize its power. The ten- 
dency of the whole arrangement is to keep back the word 
of God, to hold in check its power, to rob religious truth 
of its chief glory as the means of salvation, and to sub* 
fltitute in its place a system of mere formalism. 

In this connection, the profound remarks of Archbishop 
Whately, on undue reliance on human authority, are 
worthy of serious consideration. He exposes with great 
force the disposition of men, to " obtrude into the place of 
Scripture, creeds, catechisms and liturgies, and other such 
compositions, set forth by any church." This disposition 
he ascribes to deep seated principles of our nature. He 
mipposes that nothing but a miraculous providence could 
have so directed the apostles and primitive Christians, that 
they left no such formulary of religious worship, or abstract 
of the Christian faith. " Such a systematic course of in- 
struction, carrying with it divine authority, would have 
superseded the framing of any others — nay, would have 
made even the alteration of a single word, of what would 
on this supposition have been Scripture, appear an impious 
presumption. . . So that there would have been an almost 
inevitable danger, that such an authoritative list of credenda 
would have been regarded, by a large proportion of Chris- 
tians, with a blind, unthinking reverence, which would have 
exerted no influence on the character. They would have 
had a form of godliness ; but, denying the power thereof, 
the form itself would have remained with them only the 
corpse of departed religion."^* 

Ought not then this momentous consideration to excite 
a wise jealousy of a tendency which may so easily be 
abused ? In our mind it is an urgent reason for confining 
the ceremonials of religion with in the strictest limits. But 
this continual recital of creeds and confessions, this per- 
petual profession of faith in the " holy catholic church," 

*4 Erron of Romaniflm, pp. 40—61. 
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the^e rites of the ritual ever recurriog, and foremost in 
importance, to which every thing else gives place in public 
worship, — who can doubt the practical influence of aU 
this ? It casts into shade and distance God's own woriL 
It brings forward the dictations of canonized tradition aa 
the rule of faith and of worship ; and spiritual truth is 
forgotten in this parading of the ceremonials of religion* 

7. We object to the popish origin and tendencies of the 
English liturgy. 

It is a translation and compend of the popish ritual, and 
savors too strongly still of its origin. We hear, indeed, bo 
much of this " excellent," " this noble and pathetic liturgy,**" 
that it seems almost like sacrilege to touch that holy thing 
with other sentiments than those of profound veneration. 
But we dislike its origin, and the character which it in* 
herits ; must we, in this nineteenth century, go back to die 
dark ages of popery, and learn from her traditions, her 
superstitions, how we may best worship God in spirit and 
in truth? But this "pathetic litany," "this noble liturgy," 
it is said, — " is it not admirable ? " To which we must atill 
reply, 

Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes ! ** 

Let us examine a little. What change has the liturgy 
undergone, in passing over from the Romish to the English 
church, and what is the difference between the two religions! 
The chief points of distinction, according to Hallam, are 
the following. 

1. The liturgy was translated into the vernacular lan- 
guage of the people. Formerly, it had been in an un- 
known tongue. 

2. Its acts of idolatrous worship to saints and images 
were expunged. 

M I dred the Grekes 3 yea, when they offer gyftei .^BDUWtr^t ^nram. 
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3. Auricular confession was done away; or rather it 
was left to every man's discretion, and went into neglect. 

4. " The doctrine of transubstantiation, or the change, 
at the moment of consecration, of the substances of bread 
and wine into those of Christ's body and blood," was dis- 
carded. 

6. The celibacy of the clergy was done away.^ 
With these modifications the religion of Eome became 
that of the church of England. And to this day, her 
ritual, crudely formed in the infancy of Protestanism, 
which Milton denominates " an extract of the mass trans- 
lated," continues with little variation to be the liturgy of 
the whole Episcopal church in England and America« 
Like the ancient liturgies, it was prepared for a priesthood 
who were too ignorant to conduct religious worship with 
decency without it. Even the book of homilies was drawn 
up. at the same time, '/to supply the defect of preaching, 

which few . of the clergy at -that time were capable of 
performing. "^7 

Multitudes in the kingdom were strongly attached still 
to the Eoman Catholic religion. It was a politic measure 
to conciliate these as much as possible. For various 
reasons, the Eeformers sought to make a gradual, rather 
than an abrupt departure from popery. The liturgy ac- 
cordingly had then, and still retains many popish affinities. 
These are seen in the canonizing of saints, and celebration 
of saints'-days ; in the absolutions of the priests, modified 
so as to unite the Protestant idea of forgiveness of sin by 
God alone, with the popish absolution by the priest ; in the 
endless reiterations of the Lord's prayer; in the inordinate 
prominence that is given to liturgical forms ; in the quali- 
fied and cautious phraseology of the communion service, 

•• Constitutiona] Histoiy, Vol. I, pp. 116 — 126. 

*7 Neal's Hiitoiy of Puritaiu, 1, p. 90. Hetherton'B History of Weit- 
minitar Ditinet, p. SI. 
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and the special care that aU the consecrated bread and wine 
shall be eaten and drank, so that none of it shall be carried 
out of the church, — a point upon which the papists are 
ridiculously superstitious.^^ These popish tenets are seen 
particularly in the baptismal regeneration of the liturgy, by 
which the child becomes " regenerate, and grafted into the 
body of Christ's church. . . . We yield thee hearty thanksi 
most merciful Father, that it hath pleased* thee to regene- 
rate this infant with thy Holy Spirit, to receive him far 
thine own child by adoption." The order of confirmation 
is so conducted as to confirm one in the delusion, that he 
has become " regenerate by water, and the Holy Ghost," 
through the instrumentality of this rite, rather than by that 
grace which is the gift of God. The burial service, also, is 
exceedingly objectionable. *' Forasmuch as it hath pleased 
Almighty God, of his great mercy, to take unto himself Hie 
soul of our deceased brother here departed, we therefore 
commit his body to the ground ; earth to earth, ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust, in sure and certain hope of the resurreo^ 
tion to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ." This 
is said of every one alike, however profligate his life, how- 
ever hopeless his death. In the American service, instead 
of this, at the grave it is said or sung, " I heard a voice from 
heaven, saying unto me, * Write, from henceforth blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord ; even so, saith the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labors.' " Kev. 14: 13. The prac- 
tical influence .of this service is apparent from the following 
remark of Archbishop Whately. " I have known a person, 
in speaking of a deceased neighbor, whose character had 
been irreligious and profligate, remark, how great a comfort 
it was to hear the words of the funeral service read over 

B7 In the amendment of the liturgy, under Elizabeth, "the words nied in 
distributing the elements, were so contrived as neither to offend the Pofuahy 
or Lutheran, or ZningTian commonicanf — /foOam'* Const JiitL, Vol. I^ 
p. 150, note. Veiy catfa<dic and accommodatiiig, rarely! 



360 THE PBUUTIVE CUUJICB. 

her, * because, poor woman, she had beeii such a had 
Kter.' " 58 

Without controversy, a temporizing policy guided- the 
cariy Eeformers in the preparation of the English prayer* 
book. However many of the Episcopal church may repa* 
diate the demi-popish delusion of Puseyism, which has 
come up over the length and breadth of our land, it is 
indirectly supported, if not plainly taught, in her ritual. 
The English reformers attempted a sinful compromise with 
the corruptions of the church of Rome. In the language of 
liacaulay, ^' The scheme was merely to rob the Babylonian 
enchantress of her ornaments ; to transfer the full cup of 
her sorceries to other hands, spilling as little as possible by 
the way. The Catholic doctrines and rites were to be 
retained in the church of England." ^ 

The great effort of a large party in this church at present 
is to reinstate these popish doctrines and rites in their 
communion, — an effort which Eoman Catholics regard 
with the deepest interest. The celebrated Dr. Wiseman 
expresses, in the liveliest terms, his gratification at '*the 
movement" of the Oxford Tractarians "towards Catholic 
ideas and Catholic feelings." He has "watched its prog* 
less with growing interest," because he "saw in it the 
ntrest gtiarantee and principle of sitccess. The course 
which we (papists) ought to pursue seems simple and 
clear, — to admire and bkss, and, at the same time, to second 
and favor, as far as human means can, the course whidi 
€h)d's providence has opened, and is pursuing ; but to be 
carefid how we tkwart it.'* ^ 

w Errors of Romanism, p. 25. 

** Review of Hallam's Constitutional History. 

•0 Cited in Rev. H. H. Beamish's Letter to Dr. Pusey, p. 9. 



CHAPTEK XII. 

PSALMODY OF THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 

The singing of spiritual songs constituted, from the 
beginning, an interesting and important part of religious 
worship in the primitive church. The course of our re- 
marks on this subject will lead us to consider, 

I. The argument for Christian psalmody as a part of 
religious worship. 

II. The mode of singing, in the ancient church. 
in. The changes in the psalmody of the church. 

I. Argument for the psalmody of the primitive church. 

1. From reason. 

Praise is the appropriate language of devotion. A fer- 
vent spirit of devotion instinctively seeks to express itself 
in song. In the strains of poetry, joined with the melody 
of music, it finds an easy and natural utterance of its 
elevated emotions. Can it be doubted, then, that that 
Spirit which was shed forth upon the disciples after our 
Lord's ascension, would direct them to the continued use 
of the sacred psalmody of their own Scriptures, indited by 
the inspiration of the same Spirit ? Is it unreasonable to 
suppose, that the glad spirit with which they continued 
praising God, might direct them to indite other spiritual 
songs to the praise of their Lord, whose wondrous life and 

31 
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death so employed their contemplations, and whose love so 
inspired their hearts ? The opinion has been expressed by 
Grotius, and is supported by many others, that we have, in 
Acts 4: 34 — 30, an epitome of such an early Christian 
h3rmn to Christ. ^ 

2. From analogy. 

The singing of songs constituted a great part of the re- 
ligious worship of all ancient nations. In all their religious 
festivals, and in their temples, those pagan nations sung to 
the praise of their idol gods.^ The worship of the Jews, 
not only in the temple, but in their synagogues and in their 
private dwellings, was celebrated with sacred hymns to 
God. Many of the loftiest, sweetest strains of Hebrew 
poetry were sung by their sacred minstrels on such oc- 
casions. Christ, himself, in his final interview with his 
disciples, before his crucifixion, sung with them the cus- 
tomary paschal songs, at the institution of the sacrament ;^ 
and, by his example, sanctified the use of sacred songs in 
the Christian church. All analogy drawn from other 
forms of religious worship, pagan and Jewish, requires us 
to ascribe to the primitive Christians the use of spiritual 
songs in their public devotions. 

3. From Scripture. 

The same is clearly indicated in the writings of the 
New Testament. 

1 Comp. Aagusti, DenkwOrdigkeiten, 5, 248. 

< Semper id est cordi musis, semperqae poetis 
Ut divos celebrent, laudes celebrentque yiroroxa 
Y*fivslv &dapdTOvg, ibfivejv dyadCiv xXea divdg&v, 

TheocriUUf died by Gerbert, Mutica Sacra, T. 1, 
Pref. Comp. 61, $ 5, in which are manj 
references of a similar kind. 

^ The collect for snch occasions is comprised in Psalms 113 — 118, the 
fint two before the paschal supper, and the remainder alter it. The theoij 
htm been advanced, but without reason, that Christ himself indited the 
l^^mn on this occasion. Neither is it necessary to suppose that all the 
hTimif aboTementioned were sung bj him and the diiciplet at this time. 



PSALMODY OF THE FBIUTiyE CHURCH. 383 

Without doubt, in the opinion of Miinter,* the gift of the 
Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost was accompanied with 
poetic inspiration, to which the disciples gave utterance in 
the rhapsodies of spiritual songs. Acts 2 : 4, 13, 47. The 
opinion of Grotius and others, with reference to Acts 4 : 
24 — 30, has already been mentioned. But there are other 
passages which clearly indicate the use of religious songs 
in the worship of God. Paul and Silas, lacerated by the 
cruel scourging which they had received, and in close 
confinement in the inner prison, prayed and sang praises 
to God at midnight. Acts 16 : 25. The use of psalms and 
hymns, and spiritual songs, moreover, is directly enjoined 
upon the churches, by the apostle, as an essential part of 
religious devotions. Col. 3 : 16. Eph. 5 : 19. The latter 
epistle was a circular letter to the Gentile churches of 
Asia ;^ and, therefore, in connection with that to the church 
at Golosse, is explicit authority for the use of Christian 
psalmody in the religious worship of the apostolical 
churches.^ 

The use of such psalmody, evidently, was not restricted 
merely to the picblic worship of God. In connection with 
the passage from Ephesians, the apostle warns those whom 
he addresses against the use of wine, and the excesses to 
which it leads, with evident reference to those abuses 
which dishonored their sacramental supper and love-feasts. 
In opposition to the vain songs which, in such excesses, 
they were disposed to sing, they are urged to the sober, 
religious use of psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. 

The phraseology, therefore, indicates that they were not 
restricted to the use of the psalms of David merely, as in 
the Jewish worship ; but were at liberty to employ other^of 

* Com. Monter, Metrisch. Uebersetz. der Offenbar. Johann. Vorrcde, 
p. 17. 

» Neander's Apost Kiroh., 1, 450, 3d ed. 

* All this is shown at length bj J. O. Walcb, De Hymnis Ecclesiaa 
Apostolicae. 
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appropriate religious character in their devotions. It seems 
also that the Corinthians were accustomed to make use of 
songs composed for the occasion. 1 Cor. 14: 26. And 
though the apostle had reason to correct their disorderly 
proceedings, it does not appear that he forhade the use of 
such songs. On the contrary, there is the highest proha- 
liility that the apostolical churches did not restrict them- 
selves simply to the use of the Jewish Psalter. And the 
evidence is sufficiently clear, that the primitive churches 
very early employed, in their devotions, not merely the 
psalmSf appropriately so called, but hymns and spiritual 
songs indited for the worship of the Christian church. 

Grotius and others have supposed that some fragments of 
these early hymns are contained, not only as abovemention- 
ed, in Acts, but perhaps, also, in 1 Tim. 3: 16. Something 
like poetic antithesis they have imagined td be contained in 
1 Tim. 1: 1. 2 Tim. 2: 11—13. The expression in Eev- 
elation, "I am Alpha and Omega; the first and the last," 
has been ascribed to the same origin, as has also Eev. 4: 8, 
together with the song of Moses and the Lamb, 15:3, and 
the songs of the elders and the beasts. Rev. 5: 9 — 14. 
Certain parts of the book itself have been supposed to be 
strictly poetical, and may have been used as such in Chris- 
tian worship, such as Rev. 1: 4 — 8. 11: 15 — 19. 15: 3,4. 
21 : 1 — 8. 22 : 10 — 18. But the argument is not conclu- 
sive ; and all the learned criticism, the talent, and the taste 
that have been employed on this point, leave us little else 
than uncertain conjecture* on which to build an hypothesis. 

4. From history. 

The earliest authentic record on this subject is the 
celebrated letter from Pliny to Trajan, just at the close of 
the apostolical age, A. D. 103, 104. In the investigations 
which he instituted against the Christians of his period, he 
discovered, among other things, that they were accustomed 
to meet before day, to offer praise to Christ as God, or lus 
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a God, as some contend that it should be rendered.''' The 
expression is somewhat equivocal, and might be used with 
reference to the ascription of praise in prayer, or in song. 
But it appears that these Christians rehearsed their carmen 
invicem, alternately, as if in responsive songs, according to 
the ancient custom of singing in the Jewish worship. 
Tertullian, only a century later, evidently understood the 
passage to be descriptive of this mode of worshipping God 
and Christ, who says that Pliny intended to express nothing 
else than assemblies before the dawn of the morning, to 
sing praise to Christ and to God, coetus antelticanos, ad 
caTiendum Christo et Deo,^ Eusebius also gives the 
passage a similar interpretation, saying, that Pliny could 
find nothing against them, save that, arising at the dawn 
of the morning, they sang hymns to Christ as God, IlliiP 
id ye dfia t^ iw dieyeigofikvovg ibv Xgtqdv Qsov dUfjv ifivetP^ 
Viewed in this light, according to the most approved inter* 
pretation of the passage, it becomes evidence of the use of 
Christian psalmody among the Christians immediately 
subsequent to the age of the apostles. ^^ Tertullian himself 
also distinctly testifies to the use of songs to the praise of 
God by the primitive Christians. Every one, he says, was 
invited in their public worship to sing unto God, according 
to his ability, from the Scriptures, or de propria ingeniOf 
one indited by himself, according to the interpretation of 
Miinter. But' whatever be the meaning of this phrase, the 
passage clearly asserts the use of Christian psalmody in 
their religious worship. Again, he speaks of singing, in 
connection with the reading of the Scriptures, exhortations, 
and prayer in public worship.^^ Eusebius also speaks of 
singing in a similar manner. ^^ 

7 Carmen Christo quasi Deo dicere secam inyicem.— JE^pM., Lib. 10, in. 

8 Apolog., c. 2. ' Eccl. Hist, 3, SS. 
10 Monter, Metrisch. Offenbttr., p. S6. 

n De Anima, c. 9. uVit Coii«t,JLili.«,C.tf. 
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. Justin Martyr also mentions the songs and hymns of the 
Ephesian Christians. "We manifest our gratitude to him 
hy worshipping him in spiritual songs and hymns, praising 
him for our birth, for our health, for the vicissitudes of the 
seasons, and for the hopes of immortality." 13 

The testimony of Origen, t A. D. 254, again, of the 
church of Alexandria, is to the same effect. In answer to 
the charge of Celsus, that the Christians worshipped the 
great God, and sung hymns also to the sun and to Minerva, 
he says, we know the contrary, for these hymns are to him 
who alone is called God over all, and to his only begotten 
[Son], ^fivovg ydiq eXg fwvov t6v inl naui, Xsyofievov Oedv, xal 

Eusebius also has lefl on record the important testimotiy 
of Caius, as is generally supposed, an ancient historian, 
and contemporary of TertuUian. "Who knows not the 
writings of Irenaeus, Melito, and others, which exhibit 
Christ as God and man ? And how many songs and odes 
of the brethren there are, written from the beginning, jam 
pridemf a long time sincey by believers, which offer praise 
to Christ as the Word of God, ascribing divinity to him." i* 
This passage not only presents a new and independent 
testimony to the use of spiritual songs in the Christian 
church, from the remotest antiquity, dTi d^jfrjg, to the praise 
of Christ as divine, but it shows that these, in great 
numbers, had been committed to writing, as it appears, for 
continued use. So that we here have evidence of the 
existence of a Christian hymn-book from the beginning. 

Christ, the only-begotten of the Father, is the burden of 

these primitive songs and hymns. Here is he set forth 

doctrinally, OeoXoyixcag, as the incarnate Word of God, as 

" Apol., c. 13. 

^* Against Celsum, Lib. 8, c. 67, p. 792, ed. Ruaei. 
'^ riaaXfiol de oaoi xal (idat ddelcpiby dmagxrig -ino niax^v 
YQaq>eT<Tat,T6v Idyov rov &sov tbv Xgigdv {>fivovat dsohiyovvTBg, 
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• • 

God and man. In his mediatorial t^haracter he employed * 
the songs of these apostolical and primitive saints. This 
sacred theme inspired the earliest anthems of the Christian 
church; and, as it has ever been the subject of her sweetest 
melodies and loftiest strains, so, doubtless, will it continue 
to be, until the last of her ransomed sons shall end the 
songs of the redeemed on earth, and awake his harp to 
nobler, sweeter strains in heaven. ^^ 

One ancient hymn of the primitive church appears to 
have come down to us entire, from that distant period. It 
is found, indeed, in the Paedagoge of Clement of Alexan- 
dria, a work bearing date some hundred and fifty years 
from the time of the apostles ; but it is ascribed to another, 
and assigned to an earlier origin. It is wanting in some 
of the manuscripts of Clement. It contains figurative 
language and forms of expression which were familiar to 
the church at an earlier date ; and, for various reasons, is 
regarded by Miinter and Bull,!"^ as a venerable relic of the 
early church, which has escaped the ravages of time, and 
remains a solitary remnant of Christian psalmody of that 
early age. However this may be, it is certainly very 
ancient, and the earliest that remains to us from the 
psalmody of the church. It is a hymn to Christ; and, 
though regarded merely as a poetical production it has 
little claim to consideration, it shows what was the strain 
of their devotions. We see in it the heart of primitive 
piety laboring to give utterance to its emotions of wonder, 

10 Whatever may be the doctrinal truth in regard to the character of 
Christ, it is abundantly evident, that he was worshipped as divine in the 
prayers and psalmody of the primitive church^ See our Christian Antiqui- 
ties, pp. 203 — ^206. This truth, again, is confirmed by the fact mentioned 
by Neander, that, " In the controversy with the Unitarians, at the close of 
the second and beginhing of the third century, their opponents appealed 
to those hymns in which, aforetime, Christ had been worshipped as God." 
—AOgem, Kirch, Hist, 1, 623, 2d ed. 

" Metrisch. Offenbar., p. 32. Bull's Defensio fidei mcaenaci $ 1 11, e. 2, 
p. 316, cited by Monter. 
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love and gratitude, in yiew of the offices and character of 
the great Redeemer.^^ It is not found in the kter collects 
of the church, because, as is supposed, it was thought to 
resemble, in its measure and antiphonal structure, the songs 
which were used in pagan worship. 

The songs of the primitive Christians were not restricted 
to their public devotions. In their social circles, and 
around their domestic altars, they worshipped God in the 
sacred song ; and, in their daily occupations, were wont to 
relieve their toil and refresh their spirits, by renewing their 
favorite songs of Zion. Persecuted and afflicted as they 
Offten were, — ^in solitary cells of the prison, in the more 
dismal abodes of the mines to which they were doomed, or 
as wandering exiles in foreign countries, — still they forgot 
not to sing the Lord's song in the strange lands to which 
they were driven.^* 

IL Mode of singing in the ancient church. 

Both the Jews in their temple service, and the Greeks 
in their idol worship, were accustomed to sing with the 
accompaniment of instrumental music. The converts to 
Christianity accordingly must have been familiar with this 
mode of singing. The word, tpaaXXhv, which the apostle 
uses in Eph. 6: 19, is supposed by critics to indicate that 
they sang with such accompaniments. The same is sup«* 
posed by some to be intimated by the golden harps which 
John, in the Apocalypse, put into the hands of the four* 
and-twenty elders. But it is generally admitted, that the 

18 The reader will find this hymn in our Christian Antiquities, pp. 225, 
227. It is an anapaestic ode, with occasional interchanges of spondees and 
dac^ls, which this measure admits. It is supposed also to consist of parti 
which may have been sung in responses. The divisions are as follows,— 
lines, 1—10, 11—28, 29-45, 46—63. 

1* Comp. Jamieson, cited in Christian Antiquities, p. S75. It would not 
be difficult to adduce original authorities to this effect, bat we must con- 
fine oonetree more particalaily to the devotional peilmody of tiieir puhlie 
wonUp. 
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primitive Christians employed no instrumental music in 
their religious worship. Neither Ambrose, nor Basil, nor 
Chrysostom,20 in the noble encomiums which they severally 
pronounce upon music, make any mention of instrumental 
music. Basil condemns it as ministering only to the de- 
praved passions of men.^i 

It seems from the epistle of Pliny, that the Christians 
of whom he speaks, sang alternately, in responses. The 
ancient hymn from Clement abovementioned, seems to be 
constructed . with reference to this method of singing. 
There is, also, an ancient, but groundless tradition extant 
in Socrates,22 that Ignatius was the first to introduce this 
style of music in the church at Antioch. It was familiar 
to the Jews, who often sang responsively in the worship of 
the temple. In some instances, the same style of singing 
may have been practised in the primitive church. But 
responsive singing is generally allowed not to have been 
in common use in the first three hundred years of the 
Christian era. This mode of singing was common in the 
theatres and temples of the Gentiles, and for this reason was 
generally discarded by the primitive Christians.23 It was, 
at first, practised in the Syrian churches; it was introduced 
into the Eastern churches by Flavian and Diodorus, in the 
middle of the fourth century ;24 from them it was trans- 
ferred by Ambrose, A. D. 370, to those of the West, and 
soon came into general use in these churches, under the 
name of the Ambrosian style- of music .^ 

«> Ambrose, in Ps. 1, Praef., p. 740. Basil, in Ps. 1, Vol. II, p. 713. 
Chrysostom, in Ps. 41, Vol. V, p. 131. 

«i Horn. 4, Vol. I, p. 33. » Eccl. Hist., Lib. 6, c. 8. 

•* Theodoras Mopsues., quoted by Nicetas Momin. Thesaur. ortbodoz. 
Lib. 6, c. 30, in Biblioth.Vet. Pat. XXV,p. l^\.---Avsu»t%,D(mkiJonrdigMUn, 
6, 278. «4 Theodoret, Eccl. Hist., Lib. 2, c. 19, p. fiKt • 

** August., Confess., 9, c. 7. Paulini, Vet. Ambros., p. 4. Comp. Angnsti, 
Denkwordig., 5, p. 300. 
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Sacred music must, at this time, have consisted only of a 
few simple airs which could be easily learned, and wludi, 
hy frequent repetition, became familiar to all. An orna- 
mental and complicated style of music would have been 
alike incompatible with the circumstances of these Ghristian 
worshippers, and uncongenial with the simplicity of tfaieii 
primitive forms.^ 

In their songs of Zion, both old and young, men and 
women, bore a part. Their psalmody was the joint act of 
the whole assembly in unison. Such is the testimony of 
Hilary, A. D. 356, the author of the first hymn-book, who 
Represents the people as actually praying and singing 
together.27 Ambrose remarks, that the injunction of the 
apostle, forbidding women to speak in public, relates not to 
flinging, " for this is delightful in every age, and suited to 
every sex.**^ The authority of Chrysostom is also to the 
flame effect "It was the ancient custom, as it still is widi 
hb, for all to come together, and unitedly to join in sing^ 
nig. The young and the old, rich and poor, male and 
female, bond and free, all join in one song . . . All worldly 
distinctions here cease, and the whole congregation form 
one general chorus.'*^ 

This interesting part of their religious worship was con- 
ducted in the same simplicity which characterized all their 
proceedings. All unitedly sung their familiar psalms and 
hymns, and each was invited, at pleasure, and according to 
his ability, to lead their devotions in a sacred song indited 
by himself. Such, evidently, was the custom in the Co- 
rinthian church. Such was still the custom in the age of 
Tertullian, to which reference has already been made. 

** August!, DenkwOrdigkeiten, 5, p. 288. 

*f Comment, in Ps. 65, p. 174. 

^ In Ps. 1, praef., 741. Comp. Hexaemeron, Lib. 3, c. 5, p. 42. 

» Horn. 11, Vol. XII, p. 349. Horn. 36 in 1 Cor., Vol. X, p. 34a 
Comp. Gerbeit, Monca Sacra, Lib. 1, ^ 11, who has collected manj other 
anthcnritiea to the ume effect. 
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Angastme also rfifrra to the same usage, and ascribes the 
talent which tUy manifested in this eztemporaneow 
peaLnody to divine inspiration.^ 

Such, so far as we are informed, was the psalmody of 
the early church. It consisted in part of the psalms of 
David, and in part of hymns composed for the purpose, 
and expressive of love and praise to God and to Christ.'^ 
Pew in number, and sung in rude and simple airs, they 
yet had wonderful power over these primitive saints. Tim 
sacred song inspired their devotions both in the public and 
private worship of God. At their family board it quickened 
their gratitude to God, who gave them their daily breaiL 
It enlivened their domestic and social intercourse ; it re* 
lieved the weariness of their daily labor ; it cheered them 
in solitude, comforted them in affliction, and supported 
them under persecution. "Go where you will," saya 
Jerome, "the ploughman at his plough sings his joyfiil 
hallelujahs, the busy mower regales himself with his psalms, 
and the vine-dresser is singing one of the songs of David* 
Such are our songs — our love songs, as they are called -~ 
the solace of the shepherd in his solitude, and of the hus* 
bandman in his toil."^^ Fearless of reproach, of perse- 
cution, and of death, they continued, in the face of their 
enemies, to sing their sacred songs in the streets and 
market-places, and at the martyr's stake. Eusebius de- 
clares himself an eye-witness to the fact, that under 
their persecutions in Thebais, " they continued to their 
latest breath to sing psalms, and hymns, and thanks- 
givings to the God of heaven. "33 And the same is re- 
lated of many others of the early martyrs. We are 
informed by Chrysostom, that it was an ancient custom 

*> Cited by Monter, Metritch. Offenbar. The lentimenU of Gtotim alfo 
are to the same effecL 
n Neander, Allgem. Kirch. Hist, 1, p. QS5, 2d ed. 
» Ep. 17, ad MaiceUam. Cited in Amold'f AbbiUbuig, p. I'M. 
» Eccl. Hist, 8, c. 9. 
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to sing the 140th psalm, every evening^and that these 
Christians continued through life the c<3Rtant singing of 
this psalm.34 The song of Zion was a sacred fountain, 
which, like the living waters of a desert, sustained 
in this harren wilderness, the growth and vigor of primi- 
tive piety, and overspread with perpetual verdure the 
vineyard of the Lord. Oh this point the sentiments of 
Herder are peculiarly interesting; and no one can speak 
with more authority respecting the psalmody of the an- 
cient church. Speaking of the earliest hymns of the 
Latin church, after remarking that they exhibit little 
poetic talent or classic taste, he adds, " But who can deny 
their influence and power over the soul ? These sacred 
hynms of many hundred years' standing, and yet at every 
repetition still new and unimpaired in interest — what a 
blessing have they been to poor human nature ! They go 
with the solitary into his cell, and attend the afflicted in 
distress, in want, and to the grave. While singing these, 
one forgets his toil, and his fainting sorrowful spirit, 
soars in heavenly joys to another world. Back to earth 
he comes to labor, to toil, to suffer in silence and to conquer. 
How rich the boon, how great the power of these hymns. "3* 
He proceeds to say, that here is an efficacy and power 
which lighter songs, which philosophy itself, can never 
have ; a power which is not ascribable to any thing new 
or striking in sentiment, or powerful in expression. And 
then raises the question, Whence then have they this 
mighty power? "What is it that so moves us?" To 
which he replies, ^^ simplicity and truth. Embodying 

^ Chrysost in Ps. 140, Tom. 6, p. 427. 

^ Augustine gives the following account of the power of this music 
orer him on the occasion of his baptism. ** Oh how freely was I made to 
weep by these hymns and spiritual songs ; transported by tlic voices of 
the congregation sweetly singing. The melody of their voices filled my 
ear, and divine truth was poured into my heart Then burned tlie sacred 
flame of devotion in my soul, and gushing tears flowed firom my eyes as well 
they mighf^CofiTett., Lib. 9, c. 9, p. 118. 
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the great and simple truths of religion, they speak the 
sentiment of an universal creed — they are the expression 
of one heart and one faith. The greater part are suitable 
to be sung on all occasions, and daily to be repeated. 
Others are adapted to certain festivals ; and, as these re- 
turn in endless succession, so the sacred song perpetually 
repeats the Christian faith. Though rude, and void of 
refined taste, they all speak to the heart, and by ceaseless 
repetition sink deep the impress of truth. Like these, the 
sacred song should ever be the simple offering of nature, 
an incense of sweet odors, perpetually recurring, with a 
fragrance that suffers no abatement."^ Such is the sim- 
ple power of truth wrought into the soul by the hallowed 
devotions of the sanctuary. Striking the deepest princi- 
ples of our nature, stirring the strongest passions of the 
heart, and mingling with our most tender recollections and 
dearest hopes, is it strange that the simple truths and ru<k 
air of the sacred song should deeply move us ? So pre- 
sented, they only grow in interest by continued repetition. 
And in the lapse of years, these time-hallowed associations 
do but sink the deeper in the soul. 

** Time but the impression stronger makes, 
As streams their channels deeper wear." 

ni. Changes in the psalmody of the church. 

In the course of a few centuries from the fourth on- 
ward, several variations were introduced in the mod^ of 
performing this part of public worship, the effect of whidi 
was to withdraw the people from any direct participation 
in it, and to destroy in a great degree its moral power. 

1. The first of these changes has been already 
mentioned, singing alternately by responses. This was 

s> Briefe zar BefOrdemng der homanitat., 7, Samml., p. 29, »eq. CiM 
hy Augasti, DenkwOrdigkeiten, 5, p. 296, 297. • 

32 
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introduced into the Syriac churches, afterwards in the 
Eastern church, and finally, into the Western, hy Ambroee. 
In this the congregation still bore some part, all uniting 
in the chorus, and singing the responses. 

2. The appointment of singers as a distinct class of 
officers in the church, for the performance of this pari of 
religious worship marks another alteration in the psalmody 
of the church. These were first appointed in the fourth 
jcentury. But the people continued, for a century or more} 
to enjoy their ancient privilege of singing all together. * 

3. Various restrictions were from time to time laid upon 
the use of hymns of human composition, in distinction 
from the inspired psalms of David. Heretics of every 
jiame had their sacred hymns, suited to their own religious 
belief, which had great efiect in propagating their errors. 
To resist their encroachments, the established church were 
driven to the necessity, either of cultivating and improving 
their own psalmody, or of opposing its authority to stay 
the progress of this evil. The former was the expedient 
of Ambrose, Hilary, Gregory Nazianzen, Chrysostom, and 
Augustine, &;c. 

But the other alternative in turn was also attempted ; 
and the churches by ecclesiastical authority were restricted 
to the use of the psalter and other canonical songs of the 
Scriptures. All hymns of merely human composition 
were prohibited, as of a dangerous tendency and unsuitable 
to the purposes of public worship. The synod of Laodicea, 
A. D. 344 — 346, c. 59, passed a decree to that efiect. 
The decree was not, however, fully enforced. But this, 
and similar efibrts on the part of the clergy, had the efilect 
to discontinue the use of such religious songs. The 
Arlans of that age also opposed these ancient sacred 
hymns, for a different reason, and cultivated a higher style 
of sacred music. 
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4. The introduction of instrumental music. The ten- 
dency of this was to secularize the music of the church, 
and to encourage singing by a choir. Such musical ac- 
corhpaniments were gradually introduced; but they can . 
hardly be assigned to a period earlier than the fifth and 
sixth centuries. Organs were unknown in church until j 
the eighth or ninth century. Previous to this they had / 
their place in the theatre, rather than in the church. They / 
were never regarded with favor in the Eastern church, ' 
and were vehemently opposed in many places in the We$t. 
In Scotland no organ is allowed, to this day, except in a 
few Episcopal churches. " In the English convocation, 
held A. D. 1562, in queen Elizabeth's time, for settling of 
the liturgy, the retaining of organs was carried only by a 
casting vote." 

6, The introduction of profane, secular music into the 
church, was one of the principal means of corrupting the 
psalmody of the church. An artificial, theatrical style of 
music, having no affinity with the worship of God, began 
to take the place of those solemn airs which before had 
inspired the devotions of his people. The music of the 
theatre was transferred to the church, which accordingly 
became the. scene of theatrical pomp and display, rather 
than the house of prayer and of praise, to inspire by its 
appropriate and solemn rites the spiritual worship of Grod. 
The consequences "of indulging this depraved taste for 
secular music in the church are exhibited by Nearider in 
the following extract. " We have it to regret, that both 
in the Eastern and the Western church, their sacred 
music had already assumed an artificial and theatrical 
character, and was so far removed from its original sim- 
plicity, that even in the fourth century, the abbot Pambo 
of Egypt complained that heathen melodies [accompanied 
as it seems, with the action of the hands and the feet] had 
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been introduced into their church psalmody.^''^ Isidoms, 
of Peliisium, also complained of the theatrical singing, 
especially of the women, which, instead of inducing peni- 
tence for sin, tended much more to awaken sinful desires.38 
Jerome, also, in remarking upon Eph. 5 : 19, says, " May 
all hear it whose business it is to sing in the church. Not 
with the voice, but with the hearty we sing praises to God. 
Not like the comedians should they raise their sweet and 
liquid notes to entertain the assembly with theatrical songs 
and melodies in the church ; but the fear of God, piety, and 
the knowledge of the Scriptures, should inspire our songs. 
Then would not the voice of the singers, but the utterance 
of the divine word, expel the evil spirit from those who like 
Saul are possessed with it. But, instead of this, this same 
spirit is invited rather to the possession of those who have 
converted the house of God into a pagan theatre."^ 

The assembly continued to bear some part in the psalmody 
of the church, even after this had become a cultivated 
theatrical art, for the practice of which, the singers were 
appointed, and trained as a distinct order in the church. 
The congregation may have continued for a time to join 
in a chorus or a response. But is it conceivable that a 
promiscuous assembly could unite in such theatrical music 
as is here the subject of complaint ? Was not this style 
of music simply an art, requiring skill altogether beyond the 
rude simplicity which that sacred music must of necessity 
have in which all bear a part ? 

6. The practice of sacred music, as an ornamental, 
cultivated art, took it yet more from the people. It be- 
came an art which only a few could learn. The many, 

^ MeXadovaav (^afiara xal gvdfiit^ovaiv ^/ouf aeiaovat X^^Q^ 
XBiQttg xal jneja^aivovat (^oHoua*?) Tio^af— Scriptores Eccle- 
■UuBtici, De Musica, T. 1, 1784; p. 3. 

88 Isidor. Pelua., C. 1, Ep. 90, BibUoth. Vet. Pat,, Vol. VII, p. 543. 

** Comment, in Ep. Eph., Lib. 3, c. 5, T. 4, p. 387, ed. Martianaj. 
Cited in Allgem. Kirch. Gesch., 2, p. 681, 2d. ed. 
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instead of uniting their heart and their voice in the song 
of Zion, could only sit coldly by as spectators. A pro- 
miscuous assembly, very obviously, could not be expected 
to bear a prominent part in such theatrical music as is here 
the subject of consideration. They might, indeed, unite itt 
some simple chorus, and are generally understood not to 
have been entirely excluded from all participation in the 
psalmody of the church until the sixth or seventh century. 
Gregory the Great was instrumental in bringing singing 
schools into repute, and after him Charlemagne. Organs 
came about this time into use. But in the early periods 
of the Christian church, instrumental music was not in use 
in religious worship. 

7. The clergy eventually claimed the right of perform^ . 
ing the sacred music as a privilege exclusively their own. 
This expedient shut out the people from any* participation 
in this delightful part of public worship. 

Finally, the more efiectually to exclude the people, 
the singing was in Latin. Where this was not the ver- 
nacular tongue, -this rule of necessity was an effectual bar 
to the participation of the people in this part of public 
worship. Besides, the doctrine was industriously propagated 
that it was the appropriate language of devotion, which be- 
came not the profane lips of the laity, in these religioiis 
solemnities, but of the clergy rather, who had been con- 
secrated to the service of the sanctuary. The Reformation 
again restored to the people this ancient and inestimabfe 
right. But in the Roman Catholic church, it is still 
divided between the chants of the priests and the theatrical 
performances of the choir, which effectually pervert the 
devotional ends of sacred music. 
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REMARKS. 

1. To accomplish, in the happiest manner, the devotional 
^ds of sacred music, the congregation should unitedly 
join in it. 

In advancing an opinion so much opposed to the taste 
of the age, the writer has no expectation that it will he 
xeceived with the consideration which, in his opinion, its 
importance demands. For he cannot resist the conviction, 
that in separating the congregation generally from a par- 
ticipation in this delightful part of public worship, we have 
taken the most effectual measure, as did the Catholic 
clergy in the period which has passed under review, to 
destroy the devotional influence of sacred music. What, 
may we ask, was the secret of that magic charm of sacred 
music, in the early Christian church ? Whence its mighty 
ii^aence over those primitive saints? It was, that the 
great truths of religion were embodied in their psalmody, 
and set to such simple airs that all could unitedly blend 
their voices and their hearts in the sacred song; and 
though they may have exhibited little of what is now de- 
nominated musical taste, or of the symphonies of a modem 
oratorio, they offered unto God the melody of the heart, by 
£ur the noblest praise. Their sacred songs became, as we 
have seen, the ballads of the people,*® sung at all times, and 
upon every occasion. Religious truth became inwrought 
into the very soul of these Christians by their sacred songs. 
It entered, not only into their public devotions, but into their 
family worship, their domestic pleasures, and their social 
entertainments. Thus religious truth addressed itself to 
the heart of the people in a manner the most persuasive 
possible, and became associated, both with the most en- 

^ One has wiaelj said, " Let me make the ballada of the people, and I 
can not who make* their lawi." But connected with religion their power 
it immeniel/ increaied. 
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dealing recollections of the heart, and its most hallowed 
associations. Will the music of our churches, however 
skilfully played upon the organ, or sweetly sung by a few 
select voices, ever so move the heart, and mould the char- 
acter of the whole society ? No ; like the cold corrusca- 
tions of the Northern lights, it does but amuse and delight 
the spectator for a while, and then passes away, leaving 
the bosom dark and cheerless as before. But when the 
music of the church is let down from the orchestra to the 
congregation below, and runs with its quickening influence, 
from man to man, until all feel their soul ascending in the 
song, which they unitedly raise to God, then it is the 

" Heart grows warm with holy fire, 
And kindles with a pure desire.'' 

No one can witness the worship of the churches in 
Germany, without being struck with the devotional influ- 
ence of their psalmody. They are a nation of singers. 
Rarely is one seen in the church, whether old or young, 
who does not join in the song;^^ and with an evident in- 

<i The singing is the most devotional part of the religious worship of 
the Lutheran and Evangelical churches of Germany, and in proportion to 
other parts of worship is extended to an inordinate length. For exaDq>le, 
on one occasion in the ordinary services of the Sabbath, the singing be- 
fore 8ermoirwasobserved;by the writer, to occupy ^yminu/M. In the 
course of this time, two prayers were offered, neither of which occupied 
three minutes time, and two portions of Scripture were read, which did 
not occupy more than five minutes. All the prayers, including the litany^ 
did not exceed ten minutes in length ; while the singing employed near an 
hour. The prayers are liturgical forms to a great extent, briefly rehearsed 
at different times by the clergyman, in which the congregation seem not 
to be deeply interested. The singing is the act of the congregation 
unitedly, with which they are never weary, with which, I had almost said, 
they never appear to be satisfied. And yet these hymns have but Teiy 
humble claims to consideration for the poetic taste which they ditfday. 
In this respect they would by no means equal the antiquated collect of 
Tate and Brady. With the Divine Songs of Watts, and more lyric poetiy 
they bear no comparison. 
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fennsk which it has not been the good fortune of the writer 
often to witness, or to experience in the churches of 
America. In our country this subject is encompassed 
with intrinsic difficulties which we pass without remark. 
^ But were it possible ever to make the modification under 
consideration in our church-music, even at the expense of 
the musical skill and the talent which are now displayed, 
we must believe that much would be gained to the devo- 
tkmal influence of our sacred music. What though, in 
humbler strains, and more simple airs, the churches raise to 
God their sacred songs of praise ? What if some dis- 
cordant notes occasionally disturb the harmony of their 
voices ? if still they do but fulfil the apostolical injunction, 
singing and making melody in their hearts to the Lord, 
the noblest, the best,- the only end, of sacred music is 
accomplished. Such are the strains which he wha em- 
ploys the songs of heaven delights most to hear. 

^* Compared with these, Italian trills are tame ; 
The tickled ears no heart-felt raptures raise." 

2. Christian psalmody was one of the principal means of 
pxomoting the devotions of the primitive church. 

Enough remains on record in relation. to this subject, to 
show what interest these venerable saints and martyrs had 
in their sacred songs. Enough, to show what power their 
psahnody had to confirm their faith, to inspire their devo- 
tions, to bring them nigh to God, and to arm them with 
more than mortal courage for the fiery conflict to which 
they were summoned in defence of their faith. Has this 
most interesting and important part of religious worship 
its just influence with us ? Is its quickening power shed 
abroad over our assemblies, like the spirit of heavenly 
g[race, warming the cold heart into spiritual life, and reviv- 
ing its languid afiections, as if vdth a fresh anointing from 
on high? 
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3. Christian psalmody affords the happiest means of en- / 
forcing the doctrinal truths of religion. 

Reason with man, and you do but address his under- 
standing; you gain, it may be, his cold convictions* 
Embody the truth in a creed, or confession of faith; to this 
he also yields assent, and remains as unmoved as before. 
But express it in the sacred song. Let it mingle with his 
devotions in the sanctuary, and in the family ; let his most 
endeared associations cluster around it, as the central 
point, not only of his faith, but of his hopes, his joys ; and 
what before was a speculative belief, has become his living 
sentiment, — the governing principle both of the under- 
standing and the heart. The single book of psalms and 
hymns, therefore, does unspeakably more to form the doc- 
trinal sentiments of men, than all the formularies, creeds, 
and confessions of polemics and divines. " The one," says 
Augusti, "is chiefly for the minister; the other is in the 
hands of the people, and is, as you may say, his daily 
creeds ^^ The heart, in religion, as in every thing else, 
governs the understanding. The sacred song that wins 
the one, fails not also to convince and to control the other. 
With great propriety, therefore, has the hymn-book long 
been styled, the Layman's BMeA^ 

Every religious denomination, accordingly, has its hymn- 
book. Every heretical sect, in ancient times, had also 
theirs. The spiritual songs of the primitive Christians 
were almost exclusively of a doctrinal character. " In 
fact, almost all the prayers, doxologies, and hymns of the 

*• Denkwtlrdigkeiten, 5, p. 411. 

*5 Augusti, DenkwOrdigkeiten, 5, p. 411 ; also, 277. Augustin recogniiei 
the same sentiment, as follows >-^um reminiscor lachrymas meas qoas 
Aidi ad cantus ecclesiaie tuae in primordiis recuperatae fidei meae, et nnno 
ipeo quod moveor, non cantu, sed rebus quae cantantur, cum liquida toc« 
et convenientissima modulatione cantantur, magnam instituti hujus atUitft- 
tem versus agnosco. Tamen com mihi accidit at me ampliiis eoKbu qnam 
res quae canitur moyeat, poenaliter me peccare confiteor, et tunc maltai 
non audire cantantem.— CofiTeM., Lib. 10, c. 33, Vol. I, p. 141, 
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ancient charch are nothing else than prayers and supplica- 
tions to the triune God, or to Jesus Christ. They were 
generally altogether doctrinal. The prayers and psalms, 
of merely a moral character, which the modem church 
has in great ahundance, in the ancient, were altogether 
unknown."^ And yet the modem Christians have not 
been inattentive to this mode of defending their faith. 
Their difierent collections of psalms and hymns ahound 
with those that are expressive merely of points of doctrine, 
at the expense, often, of all poetical imagery or expression.^^ 
4. Christian psalmody is one of the most efficient meansr 
ot promulgating a religious system among a people. 
' This was one of the earliest and most successful expe- 
dients for spreading the ancient heresies of the church. 
Bardasanes, the famous Syrian Gnostic, in the latter part 
of the second century, made this the principal means of 
propagating his sentiments. He composed songs expres- 
sifo of the tenets which he would inculcate, and adapted 
them to music, to be sung by the people. His son, 
Harmonius, followed the example of his father ; and such, 
according to Augusti, " was the influence of their efforts, 
that the Syrian church was well nigh overrun with their 
errors." ^ And not only the Gnostics, but the Manicheans, 
the Donatists, and almost every heretical sect, employed, 
with surprising success, the same means of promulgating 

*♦ Angasti, DenkwOrdigkeiten, 6, p. 417. 

<' For ezanqile, the successive stanzas of the hymns in the Lutheran 
coUection, begin, each, with one of the tenus at the beginning of the creed. 
1. I believe in God the Father, &c. 2. I believe in God the Son, Slc, 

5. I believe in God the Holy Ghost, &c. 

4f C<»nposuit carmina et ea modulationibas aptavit, finzit pealmos indox- 
itqve iiietra, et mensuris ponderibusque distribuit voces. Ita propinavit 
■imi^icibus venemum dulcedine temperatum 3 aegroti quippe cibum recu- 
nbant salubrem. Davidem imitatus est, ut ejus pulchritudine omaretor 
cgMqiie similitudine commendaretur. Centum et quinquaginta composuit 
hie qnoqae psafanos. Epfaraem, Synw, in Hymn, 63, p. 663. Comp. Sozo- 
UMm, h. e. 3^ e. 16. Theodor., 4, e. 29 3 alio, 1, e. tt^^-DenhoOrdigkntem, 

6, pp. 272, 273. 
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their tenets. Taught by their example, the orthodox finally 
sought, in the same manner, to resist the progress of their 
errors. Such were the efforts of Ephraem the Syrian, 
Hilary, Augustine, and others.^^ 

Luther well understood this method of propagating truth 
and refuting error, and employed it with a skilful hand. 
For his great work he possessed remarkable qualifications, 
which are seldom united in one man. Among his varied 
accomplishments, not the least important were his poetical 
and musical talents. He was taught music with the first 
rudiments of his native language ; and when, as a wander- 
ing minstrel, he earned his daily bread by practising his 
musical powers, in singing before the doors of the rich, in 
the streets of Magdeburg and Eisenach, he was as truly 
preparing for the future Reformer, as when, a retired 
monk in the cloister at Erfurt, he was storing his mind 
with the truths of revelation, with which to refute the 
errors, and expose the deliTSions of papacy. One of his 
earliest efforts at reform was to publish a psalm-book, A. D. 
1524, composed and set to music chiefly by himself.^ 

The psalms of the church, in the time of the Keformatioii, 
were wholly of a doctrinal character. " Hymns merely 
inculcating moral truths, which are so abundant in modem 
collections, were wholly unknown at this early period. As 
now, in symbols and catechisms, we have an abstract of 
the Christian faith, so then, was the substance of the fiin- 

*f Augusti, DenkwOrdigkeiten, 5, pp. 275, 276, 414, 415. For farther i»> 
formation on this point, see J. Andr. Schmidt, De modo propagandi religiU 
onem per carmina. Helmst., 1720. 4to. 

^ This psalm-book is usually ascribed to Luther, though it bears not hut 
name. It contained eight psalms, of which, howeTer, but one bears bif 
name. But he published in 1525, two editions, the first containing sizteen, 
and the other forty. In the collection of sacred music in use by tho 
Lutheran churches in Germany, consisting of two hundred and fifty-three 
tunes, twenty-five are ascribed to Lather, either as the author of them, or 
as having been revised by him^and adapted to. the use of the church. The 
authorship of a &v it donbtfiil, though they are assigned to that age. 
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damental doctrines of the Christian faith embodied in their 
divine songs." ^^ Weapons so simple were employed with 
surprising effect by the great Reformer. Even his eneniies 
acknowledged their hated power. Cantilenas vemaculo 
idiaTnate, quarum plurimae ex ipsius Lutheri offidn/i sunt 
■profectae, mirum est, quam promoveant rem Lutkeranam. 
Quaedam dogTJiaticae, aliae aemvlantur psalmos pios;-^ 
recitant exagitantque Christianorum vitJA sive vera, sive 
flcta^ Such is the mighty power of sacred psalmody in 
propagating the Christian faith. 

** These weapons of our holy war, 
Of what almighty force they are !" 

•Have our missionaries waged with due diligence and skill, 
this mode of warfare, and applied these weapons from the 
armory of heaven, to assail the strongholds of Satan ? 

5. Is not the influence of sacred music too much ovei^ 
looked as a means of moral discipline, in our efforts to 
.educate the young, and to reform the vicious ? 

Has it the plkce which its great importance demands in 
out primary schools and higher seminaries of learning? 
In our admirable system of prison discipline, has it its proper 
place among the reforming influences which are employed 
to quicken the conscience of the hardened transgressor, and 

tf Augusti, Denkwardigkeiten, 5, p. 287. 

•• These hymns, many of which are manufactared in Luther's own 
laboratory; and sung in the vernacular tongue of the people^ — ^it is wonder- 
fhi what power they have in propagating the doctrines of Luther ! Some 
t£ diem doctrinal in their character, others imitating devotional psalms, 
they repeat and promulgate t^-vile sentiments of the Christians, whether 
JHflifr orialse. — Thomas de Jesu, (Didacus Davila) Thesaur. sapient, divinae, 
T. S, p. 541. Luther inserted in the title-page of his hymn-book, published 
«t 'Wittenberg, in 1543, the following stanza: 

" Viel falscher Meister jitzt Lieder dichten, 
Siche dich fUr, und lern' sie recht richten. 
Wo Gott hin bauet scin' Kirch' und sein Wort, 
Da will der Tbofel seyn mil Tmg and Mord." 

AygutU, DenkuHhrdigkeiten, 6, p. 287. 
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torn him from the error of his wa3rs ?^^ Has the power ttf 
sacred music beea sufficiently employed to restore the 
insane ? We know the magic power of David's harp to 
tasne the ferocious and frenzied spirit of Saul ; and wiQ 
not the same means have a similar effect, to soothe and lo 
tranquillize the poor maniac's bewildered soul, and to re- 
store him to his right mind ? We submit these inquiriee 
respectfully to the careful consideration of the reader, and 
leave the subject for the discussion of an abler pen. 

Finally. This subject suggests the importance of sim* 
plicity in church psalmody. 

Let our sacred songs be simple in their poetry. Such is 
the poetry of nature, of devotion, of the Scriptures. If yon 
would have the songs of Zion come from the heart, the oi^ 
spring of pure and deep emotion, if you would have them 
stir the souls of the whole assembly for lively, spnpathetic 
worship, they must be indited in the simplicity of pure de- 
votion. And let the notes of sacred music have the seaat 
delightful simplicity. Liet them be adapted to Con&fr^fft- 
tional singing. Let all be tramed to sing as early and as 
universally as they are (aught to read ; and if you w^vM 
have the soul ascending in the song, let the whole assefii'' 
bly join in the solemn hymn which they raise to God* 
The primitive church knew nothing of a choir, set apart 
and withdrawn from the congregation, for the exclusive 
performance of this delightful part of public worship. " The 
Bible knows nothing of a worship conducted by a few, in 
behalf of a silent multitude ; but calls upon every thing that 
hath breath to join in this divine employ." Have we done 
well, then, in substituting for the voice of all the people in 

*i '' I always keep these little rogaea singing at their work/' said a dif- 
tingnished OTerseer of an institution for juTenile offenders, in Berlin, ** I 
always keep them singing, for while the children sing, the devil cannot 
come among them at all 3 he can only sit out doors there and growl 3 bat 
if ihey stop singing, in comes the deTil."— PvV* Stowtf on Com. SdiooU, 
p. 96. 
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the praise of God, the Toice of a few in a choir ? For the 
sweet simplicity of ancient melodies, hallowed by a thou- 
sand sacred associations, have we wisely introduced the 
musical display of modem airs ? Have we done well in 
substituting, even for the rude simplicity of our fathers, i 

if such you please to call it, the profane and secular * 
airs of our modem harmonies? After admiring those 
charming portraits of the great and revered reformer which 
adorn the galleries of his native country, clad in the easy, 
simple and appropriate costume of the age, who would 
endure the sight of that venerable form dressed out in 
the modem style, so trim and sleek, of a fashionable fop ? 
With the same wretched taste do you mar, in attempting 
to mend the music of the great masters of another age, by 
conforming it to the style of the present. 

It is exceedingly gratifying to observe in the public jour- 
nals and current literature of the day, the return of the 
public mind to a better taste in sacred music ; and to notice 
that several of- the ablest masters in the country have en- 
tered in eamest upon the work of reform. Heaven speed 
their work, and hasten on the day, when, with sweet accord 
of hearts and voices attuned to the worship of God, all shall 
join in singing to his praise in the great congregation. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

HOMILIES IN THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. 

Under this head we shall direct our attention 

I. To the discourses of Christ and of the apostles. 

II. To the homilies of the fathers in the Greek church. 

III. To those of the fathers in the Latin church. 

J. The discourses of Christ and of the apostles. 

The reading of the Scriptures, in connection with re- 
marks and exhortations, constituted a part of the social 
worship of the primitive church. The apostles, wherever 
they went, frequented the synagogues of the Jews, where, 
after the reading of the Scriptures, an invitation was given 
to any one to remark upon what had been read. In this 
way they took occasion to speak of Christ and his doctrines 
to their brethren. Their addresses were occasional and 
apposite ; varied, with consummate skill, according to the 
circumstances of the hearer, and addressed, with great 
directness and pungency, to the understanding and the 

heart. 

In the Acts, We have brief notices of several of the 

addresses of Peter, and of Paul, and of one from Stephen, 
from which we may gather a distinct impression of their 
style of address. The first from Peter was before the dis- 
ciples, who, to the number of one hundred and twenty, were 
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assembled to elect a substitute in the place of the traitOTy 
Judas. Acts 1 : 15. It is calculated to soothe the minds 
of his hearers, oppressed by the melancholy end of this 
apostate, by showing that all had transpired according to 
the prediction of God's word, and served to fulfil the coun- 
sel of his will. 

The second was delivered on the occasion of the shed- 
ding forth of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. 
Acts 2: 14. After refuting the malicious charge of having 
drunk to excess, he proceeds to show, from the Scriptures, 
that all which the multitude saw was only the fulfilment of 
ancient prophecy; he charges them with having crucified 
the Lord Jesus Christ, whom God had exalted as a J^rince 
and a Saviour, to give repentance unto Israel, and remission 
of sins. Such was the force of his cutting reproof, thai 
three thousand were brought to believe in Christ crucified. 

His third address, on the occasion of healing the lame 
man in the temple. Acts iii, was of the same character, and 
attended with a similar result. His fourth and fifth were 
delivered before the Sanhedrim, in defence of himself and 
the apostles. Acts 4: 7. 5: 29. Of these we only know 
that the subject was the same as in the preceding, — Christ 
wickedly crucified and slain by the Jews, and raised from 
the dead for the salvation of men. Before Cornelius the 
centurion. Acts 6: 34, after explaining the miraculous 
manner in which his Jewish prejudices had been overruled, 
and how he had been led to see the comprehensive nature 
of the gospel system, he gives an outline of its great truths, 
attested by the Scriptures, relating to Christ, to the res- 
urrection, and the final judgment. All these discourses 
manifest the same boldness and fervency of spirit, and are 
directed to produce the same result — repentance for sin, 
and faith in Christ. 

Stephen, in his defence before the Sanhedrim, Acts vii, 
traces the whole history of God's dispensations to the Jews, 



HOMniis ni the psnamrB chxthch. 389 

* 

and of their treatment of his servants the prophets, whpm 
they had rejected and slain, and finally consummated their 
guilt by becoming the betrayers and murderers of the holy 
and just One. Pa'ul, in his address at Antioch, pursues the 
same style ; showing how, from age to age, God had been 
unfolding his purpose to give salvation to men by Jesus 
Christ, and bringing the whole to bear with tremendous force 
in its application to his hearers. " Beware, therefore, lest that 
come upon you which is spoken in the prophets ; * Behold, 
ye despisers, and wonder, and perish ; for I work ^ work 
in your day, a work which ye shall .in no wise believe, 
though a man declare it. unto you." Acts 13:- 40, 41. 
Time would fail us to follow the apostle in his masterly 
address before the Areopagus at Athens, Acts 17 : 22,T*to 
attend to his afiectin'g interview with the elders of Ephesus 
at Miletus, Acts 20: 18, and to his admirable defence be- 
fore the Jews, and before Festus, and Agrippa the king. 
Acts xxii, xxiii, xxvi. With the Greeks he reasoned as a 
Greek, making no reference to the Jewish Scriptures ; but, 
from their own poets, and the natural principles of philoso- 
phy and of religion, convincing them of their vain super- 
stitions. With the Jews he reasoned as a Jew, out of their 
own sacred books, and testified to all, both Jew and Greek, 
the great doctrines of repentance, and faith in Christ, the 
resurrection of the dead, and the general judgment. 

The addresses of the apostles are remarkable at once for 
their simplicity and their power. None ever preached 
with such efiect as they. Wherever they went converts 
were multiplied and churches reared up, in defiance of all 
opposition, and in the face of every conceivable discourage- 
ment. Strong in faith and mighty in the Scriptures, these 
few men, in a few short years, were instrumental in making 
greater conquests over the kingdom of Satan, and winnikig 
more souls to Christ, than all the missionaries of aU Chris- 
tendom have gained in half a cebtury. Whence, then, this 

33* 
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mighty power? Without Tenturing' into this interesting 
field of inquiry, we may ofier a few suggestions in relation 
to the characteristics of the apostles' preaching. 

1. They insisted chiefly on a few cardinal points^ coxa* 
prising the great truths of the Christian religion. 

Christ, and him crucified; repentance; faith in him^axid 
the remission of sins; the resurrection; and the genexal 
judgment ; — these are the great points to which all their 
addresses are directed. The simplicity of these tratha 
gave a like simplicity to their preaching. Beaming fuU en 
their own minds, and occupying their whole soul, theae 
momentous truths fell from their lips with tremendoot 
power upon the hearts and consciences of their hearers. 
No power of oratory or strength of argument could equal 
the awful conception which they had of what they 
preached. They couldj therefore, only speak in the fiiU* 
ness of their hearts, and with earnestness and simplicity, 
what they had heard, and seen, and felt. The word thus 
spoken was quick and powerful; it cut to the heart; it coqi- 
yerted the soul. 

2. Their full conviction of the truths which they preach- 
ed, gave directness and pungency to their addresses. 

They preached no cunningly-devised fables. No refined 
speculations or doubtful disputations employed their speech. 
But, honest in their sacred cause, and much impressed 
with what they said, and anxious only to fasten the same 
impressions on the minds of their hearers, they spoke with 
honest earnestness, the convictions of their inmost soul. 
These strong convictions gave them the noblest eloquence, 
the eloquence of truth and of nature. Pietas est quod 
Usertumfacit, says the great Roman orator. Kety inspires 
true eloquence. This was the secret of their eloquence. 
They felt the high importance of what they said; and, 
springing firom the heart, their exhortntkms touched the 
hearts of those to whom they spoke. 
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3. Their preachmg was wholly scriptural; based on tlit 
Scriptures, and restricted to the single purpose of making 
manifest the truths of God's word. 

They preached not themselves, but Jesus Christ, in the 
very character in which he is revealed in the word of Goi^ 
and to which all the prophets have g^ven testimony. 
Standing thus in the counsel of the Lord, they had strong 
ground of defence, and holy boldness in declaring what 
God had said. Their preaching was, accordingly, in the 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power. Armed with this 
energy divine, is it wonderful that the word spoken had 
this quickening power ? 

4. The contradiction and persecution which they con- 
tinually experienced, gave peculiar earnestness and power 
to their ministrations. 

One who, like Paul, could say, ** None of these things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that 
I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry which 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of 
the grace of God," Acts 20 : 24 ; — such a man only waxes 
bolder in the truth by all the conflicts to which he is called; 
and summons up unwonted powers in proclaiming the 
gospel which he preaches at the peril of his life. Standing 
in jeopardy every hour, with an eye full on eternity, and 
fearless of every foe, is it surprising that, with surpassing 
energy and power, the apostles declared the gospel of the 
grace of God to their fellow-men ? 

5. They preached in God's name, and were sustained 
by the undoubted assurance of his support. 

They were ambassadors for God ; and, supported by his 
authority, had great boldness in declaring the messages 
of his grace. If God be for us, who can be against us ? 
Strong in the Lord and in the power of his mighty fearless 
of danger and of death, they gave themselve? up to the 
guidance of his Spirit, speaking as the Hely Gluist gave 
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them utterance; and, like their Lord, teaching as one 
having authority, and not as the Scribes. 

After those fragments of the public addresses of Christ 
and the apostles, which are recorded in the Scriptures, no 
example of a similar discourse in the primitive church re- 
mains unto us, until we come down to Origen, in the third 
century. It is, however, generally admitted, that such 
familiar remarks, in connection with the reading of th^ 
Scriptures, continued uniformly to constitute a part of the 
social and public worship of the primitive Christians. 
Such instructions were expected particularly from the 
presbyters. Acts 20 : 28. 1 Pet. 5 : 2 ; but" the privilege of 
public speaking was not restricted to them. The freedooi. 
of their worship permitted any one, with the exception of 
the female sex, to speak in their assemblies. Nor was it 
joriginally the exclusive or principal office of the presbyter 
to perform this part of their public worship. ^ Hilsury's 
testimony to this effect has already been given. ^ Origen, 
again, was invited by the bishops of Caesarea and the 
vicinity to preach in public, though he had never been 
ordained as a presbyter. 3 

Tertullian, and Justin Martyr, each say enough to show 
that the churches of Africa and of Asia, respectively, still 
conducted their religious worship in the freedom and sim- 
plicity of earlier days. " We meet together to read the 
holy Scriptures, and, when circumstances permit, to admon- 
ish one another. In such sacred discourse we establish our 
faith, we encourage our hope, we confirm our trust, and 
quicken our obedience to the word by a renewed application 
of its tlruths."4 The whole account indicates that "the 

J Apost. Kirch., 1, c. 5. Comp. J. H. Bohmer, Dissertat. 7. De DiC 
inter ordinem ecclesiast., 6cc., ^ 39. Eschenberg, Versuch ReUgionsTor- 
trttge, p. 85. Rotbe, AnfUnge, Vol I, pp. 165—160. 

« Chap 11, p. 340. 

s Etueb., EccL But, 6, c. 19. Comp. Ub. 6, c. 10. lib. 6, 19. 

« TertuUitn, Apol. 99, 
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bi^dir-eB " sought, by familiar remarks, and mutual exhort* 
ations, to enforce a practical application of the portion of 
die Scriptures which had been read ; and to encourage one 
another in their religious hopes and duties. 

The account from Justin, which has already been given, 
corresponds with that of Tertullian, with the single exoep* 
tion, that the addresses were from the presiding presbyteTf 
^o conducted the worship of the assembly. In bodi 
instances it is a biblical exercise, designed to enforce a prae* 
lieal application of the truths which have been presented in 
the reading. Not a single text, but the entire passage froni 
die Scriptures which have been read, is the subject <rf 
remark. 

The taste of the age is against this style of preachings 
and by common consent of pastor and people, it has fallen 
into neglect. But it has certain peculiar advantages, which 
deservedly recommend it to the consideration of every mill* 
ister of Christ. 

1. It is recommended by apostolical precedent. 

The apostles were directed by wisdom from on high, to 
adopt, or, if you please, to continue this mode of address in 
the Christian church. They were content simply to con* 
mend the truth to their hearers as God had revecded it 
They strove, as the only and ultimate end of all their preach^ 
ing, to lay the heart and conscience open to the naked tmth 
of God. So presented and applied, it became quick and 
powerful in producing the end of all preaching, — the con- 
viction and conversion of men. 

2. This style of preaching is recommended by its practi* 
cal efficacy. 

Never has the ministry of man been attended with r©» 
suits so interesting and momentous as those which followed 
the ministrations of these holy men in the first ages of tha 
church, who knew no other style of address, and who 
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simply sought to give a plain opposition of Scripture, with 
a.dir^t and pungent application to the hearer. 
- 3. Expository preaching gives variety to the ministra- 
tions of the pulpit. 

; The preacher, Jby continually offering the hasty sugges- 
tions of his own mind, is in danger of falling into a certain 
train of thought and illustration, which, by frequent recur- 
lence, gives a sameness to his ministrations, monotonous, 
almost, as the tones of his voice. His sermons, thrown off 
in quick succession, and the crude conceptions of a mind 
jaded by the ceaseless recurrence of the same duties, dis* 
dose to the hearer only the varied lineaments of the same 
features, illy disguised by the different scraps of Scripture 
with which they are headed. But in the various portions 
of the sacred volume there is a variety, a richness, and 
fertility which no uninspired intellect ever possessed ; and 
thdse, if successively introduced, may be an exhaustless 
theme of discourse ,-^^-ever new, gratefully diversified, and 
yet alike interesting and edifying in their turn. All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. 2 Tim. 3: 16. Why for 
ever set this aside, to inflict upon our auditory what is too 
often the production of a barren mind, or a jaded intellect 
and cold heart ? 

4. Expository addresses afford the happiest means of 
applying religious instruction to all classes and conditions 
of men. 

In a consecutive exposition of the Scriptures a vast vari- 
ety of topics arises, which, discreetly handled, may be the 
subject of Remark to enforce duties, which otherwise would 
never come under the teachings of the ministry. A single 
epistle of Paul, or one of the evangelists, thus expounded* 
will, in a few months, lead the preacher to remark upon 
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many subjects, which, otherwise, in the whole course of hk 
ministry, might never find a place in his public discourses. 

6. The preparation of such discourses affords the preach- 
er the happiest opportunity of enriching his own mind with 
yaried and profitable learning. 

Many a sermon is written without the addition of a single 
▼aluable thought, or of a new fact to the acquisitions of the 
preacher. But how varied the inquiries which arise in the 
attempt to elucidate a portion of Scripture. Geography, 
history, philology, philosophy, theology doctrinal and 
practical, all are put in requisition, and bring their varied 
contributions to elucidate the sacred page, and to enrich his 
own mind. His lexicons are recalled from the neglected 
shelf. His Bible, in the original tongue, is resumed. He 
drinks at these sacred fountains, refreshing alike to the 
heart and the mind, and returns to his people with fresh 
acquisitions, that make him both a wiser man and a better 
minister. 

Finally. This mode of address, above all others, giyeA 
the preacher opportunity to bring the truth of God, with its 
living, life-giving power, to bear upon the minds of his 
people. 

That which the preacher speaks is now no longer his 
own. It is Jehovah's awful voice which speaks, calling 
upon the hearer to listen, obedient to his high commands. 
The audience may cavil at the preacher, or sit by in cold 
indifference, but they have a solemn interest in these mes- 
sages of God to them. Opposition is silenced, and the ear 
is opened to attehd while Jehovah speaks. What would 
have fallen powerless from the preacher's lips, now comes 
with authority and power divine, to convince and convert 
the soul. Multitudes, on earth and in heaven, can attest 
the mighty power of divine truth, thus plainly set forth 
from. the word of Gbd, in bringing ihem to repentance. 
Let the minister observe the moral ^cacy of his varioos 
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miiiistrations, and he wiH find that when he has ceased It 
preach himself, when he has withdrawn Mnw^mo&t firom 
the notice of his hearers, and brought forward the word of 
God, to unfold unto them its tremendous truths, then has he 
seen the happiest fruits of his labors. Let him letum^ 
after a long absence, io the former scene of his labora, and 
ka wiU find, that while his hearers have forgotten his moat 
dbaborate sermons, they still remember his faithful esqpo- 
aitions of the word of God in the evening lecture. 

IL Homilies in the Greek church.^ 

(From the third century, the homiHes of the Ghreek and 

Boman fathers are so difierent, that it will be most con;- 

^vanient to consider them separately, confining our attention 

t» the period in the Greek church, from Origen, A. D. 330» 

to Chrysostom, A. D. 400, and in the Roman, from Cyprian 

4a Augustine, through the same period. 

) With Origen a new style of public address began in the 

I Gieek church, which had, indeed, some advantages, but was 

; attended by many and still greater £sLults... The following 

I brief outline of the characteristics of the style of preaching 

now under consideration, and of the circumstances which 

led to its adoption, is given chiefly from Eschenburg, who 

is admitted to have written with more candor and discrixni- 

ntion than any other. 

1. Origen introduced that allegorical mode of interpret- 
ing the Scriptures, which for a long time continued to 
darken the sacred page which it affected to illustrate. Not 
content with a plain and natural elucidation of the histori- 
cal sense of the text, it sought for some hidden meaningy 

* The writere of the period under conBideretiomy an Origen; A. D. 930^ 
Gsogoiy of Neocaesarea, A. D. 240 ; Atbanasius, A. D. 325; BasU the Gteti%, 
A. D. 370 5 Gregory of Nyssa, A. D. 370 3 Gregory of Nazianzen, A.D. 379. 
Among others of lets note, may be classed, Methodins, A. D. 290 3 Maca- 

ifaa^ A. D. 373 3 Ephnem Oie Sjnha, A. D..310> Aj^iUlogiaiu, A. B. aie 
-i-OWi andJfectBriMy A.D.881. 



HOIOLIBI ni THE GSBBK OHITKCH. 397 

datkly shadowed forth in allegorical, mystical termsv 
Chreat as was Origen in talent, industry, and learning, he 
showed still greater weakness in the childish fancies in 
which he indulged as an interpreter of Scripture. The 
great respect in which he was held gave currency to- hi3 
mode of preaching, so that he became the father of all Ithat 
allegorical nonsense,, which for a long time continued to 
dishonor the public preaching of the ancient churclu 

2. The sermons of the period under consideration, were 
occupied with profitless, polemical discussions, and specula- 
tive theories. 

The question with the preacher seems too often to have 
been, not what will produce the fruits of holy living, and 
prepare the hearer for eternity; but how to controvert the 
opinions of another; worthless dogmas, it may be, deserv- 
ing no serious consideration. The speculations in which 
' the preacher indulged were advanced without due regard 
to their practical tendeTicy, Whether those who adopted 
them wQuld be made wiser or better, was a question not 
often asked. Doctrinal points, rather than moral truths, 
were taught from the Scriptures ; and often werie senti- 
ments condemned which were, truly just, while others w^e 
extolled which were wholly worthless. 

3. The preachers of this period claimed most undeserved 
respect for their own authority.. 

Flattered by the great respect in which they were held, 
and the confidence in. which the people waited on them fot 
instruction, they converted the' pulpit into a stage for tbe 
exhibition of their own pertinacity, ignorance, and foQyi 
They manifested an angry impatience at the errors of 
others, persecuted them for following their own convictions, 
and condemned them for refusing assent to arbitrary fonm^ 
which they themselves prescribed as conditions of salvation* 
With alltheit* self-condeit, they manifested a tiffie-searriog 
spirit. . According as the opinions of the court and of the 
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principal men in the nation farored one religious party or 
another, were they more or less reserved in exposing the 
errors of the same. The polemic discourses from the 
pulpit changed with every change of administration ; and 
what a short time since was advanced as wholesome truth, 
nnder a- change of circumstances, came to he-denouneed 
as damnahle heresy. 

4. The sermons of this period were as faulty in style, as 
they were exceptionable in other characteristics which have 
been mentioned. 

Not only was the simplicity which characterized the 
teachings of Christ and of the apostles, in a great meas- 
ure lost, in absurd and puerile expositions of Scripture, 
and corrupted by the substitution of vain speculations, 
derived especially from the Platonic philosophy, but the 
style of the pulpit was in other respects vitiated and corrupt. 
Philosophical terms and rhetorical flourishes, forms of 
expression extravagant and far-fetched, biblical expressions 
unintelligible to the people, unmeaning comparisons, absurd 
antitheses, spiritless interrogations, senseless exclamations 
and bombast, disfigure the sermons of the period now under 
consideration. 

Causes which contributed to form the style above-de- 
scribed. 

1. The prevalence of pagan philosophy. 

The preacher was compelled to acquaint himself with 
the philosophical speculations of the day, to expose their 
subtleties, and he unconsciously fell into a similar mode of 

philosophizing. ■ . 

• 2. The conversion of many philosophers to Christianity, 
especially at the beginning of this period, had an influence 
to corrupt the simplicity of the Christian system, both in 
doctrine and in discourse. 
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They sought to incorporate their philosophical principles 
with the doctrines of Christianity, and to introduce their 
rhetoric and sophistries into the discourses of the clergy. 
Every discussion gave occasion for various sentences and 
forms of expression unknown in Scripture. But to give 
greater authority to such discussions, certain phrases were 
selected from the Scriptures, to which a meaning was 
attached similar to the philosophical terms in use ; out of 
this strange combination, a new dialect was formed for the 
pulpit. In this way the few and simple doctrines of 
Christianity received from an impure philosophy many 
additions from time to time ; and by continual controversy 
were darkened the more, and gradually expunged from the 
instructions of the pulpit. 

3. The evil in question was aggravated by the want of 
suitable preparation for the ministry. 

Some betook themselves to the schools of the Platonic 
philosophy, and became practised in the arts of the orators 
uxkd soph.lk>u> of iho day. Othors eoug^ht, in deaerts and in 

cloisters, to prepare themselves for the sacred office. Here 
they brooded over what they had previously read and 
heard. Here, removed from intercourse with men, they 
only learned to be visionary, perverse, self-willed and 
immoral. The consequence was, that their instructions 
abounded with distorted, false views of the virtues and 
doctrines, and of the means of moral improvement. 

4. Ignorance of the original languages of the Scriptures, 
and of just principles of interpretation, contributed to the 
same result. 

Philo, Plato, and others, were read, instead of the evan- 
gelists, of Paul, and the other apostles. The Hebrew was 
little cultivated, and the true principles of exegesis un- 
known. 

5. A blind self-conceit had much influence in setting 
aside the great truths and duties of religion. 
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Forgetful of the religious edification of his people, the 
preacher was occupied with speculations upon trifling and 
unmeaning things* These accordingly were the topics of 
his public discourses, whenever he was not employed in, 
the endeavor to expose some heretical dogma. 
• 6. The religious controversy of the day gave an un- 
profitable direction to the instructions of the pulpit. 
• The preacher had constantly the attitude of a polemic, 
watching with a vigilant eye any defection from the truth, 
and hastening to oppose the outbreak of some destructive . 
heresy. 

7. The increasing consideration of the bishop.. 

This was itself a new source of polemical discussion. 
As bishops at the head of their churches, and, in the larger 
cities, already "having great authority over the presbyters 
and deacons, they would not receive from these the least 
contradiction. If any reflection was cast upon the dignity 
of the bishop, justly or unjustly, that was enough. Not 
content merely to be h mimeJ ^ the bishops, w o uld l>c inor 
plicitly obeyed. To this demand some one perhaps ventures 
to dissent. If ever one has the courage or inconsideration 
to advance ^n opposite opinion concerning a doctrine of 
Scripture, or a sentiment avowed in a public address, he 
is if possible rejected from office by the bishop ; and, for 
what he may have said or written, is condemned as a 
. heretic. * 

8. This increasing formalities of public worship had no 
small influence in diverting the mind frdm the true object 
of public religious instruction. 

These forms, of which Christianity in its original sim- 
plicity had so few, were greatly multiplied ; great attention 
was paid to the adorning of the churches ; festivals • be- 
came numerous. The effect of all which was to turn off 
the mind from the essential truths and duties of religion, 
and fasten attention upon other things, which have hot the 
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least influence in promoting the spiritual improvement of 
man. The preacher sought to adapt his addresses tb these 
forms and festivals,® and often fell into extravagances and 
fanaticism. Monks, ascetics and recluses were extolled as 
saints, and commended as examples of piety. 

Finally, the effeminacy, the melancholy, and the love 
of the marvellous which have ever characterized the Eastern 
nations, infused something of the same spirit into the 
religious discourses of their preachers. 

III. Homilies in the Latin church. 

The writers of this same period, from A. I>. 250 to 400, 
to whom reference is had in the following remarks, are 
Cyprian, Zeno and Ambrose. The characteristic dis- 
tinctions between these and the Greek fathers whose public 
discourses have been considered, are given by our author 
in the following summary. 

1. The Latins were inferior to the Greeks, in their 
exegesis of the Scriptures. They accumulated a multitude 
of passages, without just discrimination or due regard to 
their application to the people. 

2. .They interested themselves less with speculative and 
polemic theology than the Greeks. 

3. They insisted upon moral duties more than the 
Greeks, but were equally unfortunate in their mode of 
treating of these topics, by reason of the undue importance 
which they attached to the forms and ceremonies of re- 

fi " Of this depraved state of the public mind, we have a striking example 
from Socrates. In relating the endless discords of the churches in regard 
\0 their rites and festivals, he refers to the decision of the apostolical 
council, Acts 16 : 23 — 30, to show that the apostles gave no instructioiui 
touching these forms, but insisted only on moral duties, and proceeds to aay, 
" some, however, regardless of these practical injunctions, regard with in- 
difference, every apedea qf licentiotuneaSf but contend as if for their livea, 
for the days token a festival $hould be held,"-^Eccl. HUt, Lib. 5, c. 22. 

34* 
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. ligion ; Jience their reyerence for saints and relics, their 
Tig^, -fasts, penances and austerities of .every kind. 

4. In method and style the homilies of the Latin fathers 
are greatly inferior to those of the Greeks. 
" • • • . . - 

Causes productive of these characteristics. - 

1. Thie lack of suitable means of education. 

They neither had schools of theology, like the Greeks, 
nor were they as familiar with the literatui^ and oratory 
of their own people. Ambrose was prompted to the cffice 
of bishop, almost without any preparation for its duties. 
* S. Ignorance of the original languages of the Bible. * 

Of the Hebrew they knew nothing ; of the original of 

' the New Testament they knew little ; and still less of all 

thai was essential to a right interpretation of it. When 

they resorted to the Scriptures, it was too frequently to 

' 'appose heresy by an indiscriminate accumulation of texts. 

.When they attempted to explain, it was by perpetual 

'aHegories. • 

3. The want of suitable examples, and a just standard of 
public speaking. 

Basil, Ephra^em the Syrian, and the two Gregories, were • 
contemporaries, ^nd were mutual helps and 'incentives to 
one another. Others looked to them as patterns for public 
preaching. But such advantages were unknown in the"* 
Latin church. The earlier classic authors of Greece and 
Rome were discarded, from bigotry; or, through ignorance, 
ao much neglected, that their influence was little felt. 
• 4. The unsettled state of the Western churches should 
be mentioned in this connection. 

Persecuted and in exile at one time, at another engaged 
in fierce and bloody contests among themselves,^ the 

^ The contests for the election of bishops often ran so high as to end in 
bloodshed and mnrddr, of which an example is giveii in Walch's Historj 
der l^apste*, p. 87.* Amminnns Marcellinnsy Lib'. 27, c. 9l 
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preachers of the day had little opportunity to prepare for 
their appropriate duties. Literature was neglected. Under 
Constantino, BomQ herself ceased to be the seat of the 
fine arts, and barbarism began its disastrous encroach- 
ments upon the provinces of the Western church. 

5, The increasing importance of the bishop's office. 
Their pride and neglect of duty as preachers kept pace 

with their advancement in authority. As in the Greek 
church, so also in the Latin, this sense of their own im« 
* portance gave a polemic character to their preaching. 
But in this church they were careful, not merely to assert 
and defend their own dignity ; many also became indolent 
and pleasure-loving, as their incomes increased ; or they 
manifested a spirit equally foreign from that of a public 
religious teacher. They sought, in every possible way, to 
promote their own power and self-aggrandizement. They 
created new and needless offices, better suited to assist 
them to command, to govern, and to maintain their dignity, 
than to promote the instruction and edification of the peo- 
ple. By such means they sought to blind the eyes of the 
people, and to forestall the popular sentiment, which other- 
wise might be too easily formed against their pride and 
neglect of duty as religious teachers. 

Others sought, by the appearance of great sanctity, by 
celibacy and seclusion, by fasting and the like, to main- 
tain and to augment their importance. In the practice of 
these* austerities, they wasted so much time that little re- 
mained to be employed in preparation for public speaking. 

6. The increase of the ceremonies and forms of public 
worship. 

The efiect of all these was, to give importance to the 
bishop ; and, in his zeal for the introduction and general 
adoption of them, the essential points of the Christian 
religion were forgotten. Need we relate with what zeal 
Victor, the Roman bishop, engaged in the coatroversies re- 
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specting Easter and the ceremonies connected with it? 
What complicated rites were involved with the simple 
ordinance of baptism, and the abuses with which they were 
connected ; what importance, what sanctity, was ascribed 
to their fasts, and what controversies arose between the 
Latin and the Greek church from the reluctance of the 
latter to adopt the rites of the former ? What incredible 
effects were ascribed to the sign of the cross?® Where 
indeed would the enumeration end, if one should attempt a 
specification of all the ceremonies, and of their abuses, which 
were introduced in the period under consideration. Thus 
ancient Episcopacy touched alike with its withering blight 
the ministrations of the pulpit, both in the churches of the 
East and of the West.^ 

To the foregoing view we subjoin a single remark or 
two. 

1. Episcopacy is an incumbrance to a faithful minister 
in the discharge of his appropriate duties. 

The reader has noticed what obstacles these ancient 
prelatlsts of the church encountered in their ministry. So 
inuch attention was requisite to guard their Episcopal 
prerogatives, such vigilance to root out the heresies that 
were perpetually shooting up in rank luxuriance within the 
church; so much time was wasted in useless discussions about 
rites and forms, festivals and" fasts, and all the ceremonials 
of their religion, as sadly to divert their attention from 
their appropriate work of winning souls to Christ. 

All this is only the natural result of an exclusive and 
formal religion. Such a religion addresses itself power- 
fully to strong, original principles of our nature. And 
the results are as distinctly manifest in modern, as in ancient 

8 Cyprian, Lib. 2, Testimon. adv. Indaeos., c. 21, 22. Lactant. Instil 
Lib. 4, c. 27, 28, Vol. I, p. 594, ed. BOnemann. 

f Many oUier particular* in relatioA to the homilies of the ancient chuich 
wn given in Chziitian Antiqoitieiy c. 12, pp. 237-^258. 
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prelacy. There is an undue inportance given to the ex- 
ternals of religion, which have little or no place in the 
ministrations of the pulpit. In this perpetual lauding of 
the church, her rites, and her liturgy, in this • conscious 
reliance upon her ordinances, in this sanctimonious ezcla- 
siveness, which boasts of apostolical succession and divine 
right, in this sleepless vigilance to guard against any 
imaginable departure from the rubric, — in all this, we see 
the influences still at work, which wrought such mischief 
in the ministry of ancient prelacy ; and embarrassing the 
faithful preaching of Christ and him crucified. The 
charges of the bishops and the sermons of the clergy^ show 
distinctly the strong bias which the mind receives from a 
religion surcharged with ceremonials, and boasting its ex- 
clusive prerogatives. These unconsciously assume undue 
importance to the preacher's mind. His Bible fumishea 
him a text ; but too frequently his rubric suggests his sub- 
ject, ^o Such is the natural course of the human mind. 

It £(M»4ono ct»oi&gcly tipAxx wlint- i« mitumrH nn(\ sensual t 

forgetful of that which is inward and spiritual. "The 
Divine Founder of Christianity, as if in wise jealousy of 
a tendency which may be so easily abused, confined the 
ceremonials of his religion within the strictest limits." 

10 Even the Christian Obserrer, for May, 1804, has an article ftom a 
churchman, gravely inqniring, not ailer the best means for the conTMikNi 
of men, and their continuance in the Christian faith, but for the ** moft 
effectual means which a faithful clergyman can take during his life, in 
order to prevent kis fiock from beeoming Di$aerUer8 e/ter his death!*' Am 
though the highest ends of a faithful Episcopal minister were/ not to save 
the souls of his people, but to save them from becoming DistetUert, In • 
the foregoing remarks, allusion has hardly been made to the Puseyite party • 
in that church 3 and yet a late writer claims on that side, nine'thirteeiUhi 
of the charges which have been delivered by English bishops, within a 
short time last past; and even of the remaining four, only one was decid- 
edly against the party. One of this class, in place of the great doctrinea 
of the gospel, is intent, almost with a mystic monomania, upon the mereat 
trifles, — clerical costume and polpit etiquette, chaplets, crotses, cmcii 
wax candles, flowers, " red,'' ** white/' and " intermingled." 

"Nescio quid meditans nugarum et totus in illis." 
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According to the canons of the church, which were 
adopted in 1603, "whosoever shall affirm that the. rites 
and ceremonies of that church are * wicked, antichristiEUi, 
or superstitious,* shall be excommunicated, ipso facto, and 
not restored until he repent, and publicly revoke his wicked 
errors." Can. 6. The seventy-fourth canon directs that 
archbishops and bishops shall wear the accustomed apparel 
of their degrees, and that the subordinate orders shall 
"wear gowns with standing sleeves, straight at the hands; 
or wide sleeves, with hoods or tippets, of silk or sarcanet, 
and square caps." They are not to wear "wrought night- 
caps, but only plain night-caps of black silk, satin, or 
velvet." At home, they may wear " any comely or scholar- 
like apparel, provided it be not cut or pinkt ; and that in 
public they go not in their doublet and hose, without coats 
or cassocks; and that they wear not any light-colored 
stockings." All this is gravely entered in the canons of 
the church, and " ratified by letters-patent from the king, 

gently read with great contentment and comfort." 

2. As a conservative principle, to preserve the unity of 
the church, Episcopacy is entirely inadequate. 

If the unity of the church consist in a name merely, and 
in forms, — ^in the use of a prayer-book and surplice, — then 
may Episcopacy be said to preserve this unity; but in 
what else have they of this communion ever been united ? 
how else have they kept the unity of the faith ? In the 
ancient church, what was the success of the Episcopal 
expedient to preserve the unity of the church ? Let Milton 
reply. "Heresy begat heresy with a certain monstrous 
haste of pregnancy in her birth, at once born and bringing 
forth. Contentions, before brotherly, were now hostile. 
Men went to choose their bishop, as they went to a pitched 
field, and the day of his election was like the sacking of a 
city, sometimes ending in the blood of thousands ; . . so that, 
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instead of finding prelacy an impeacher of schism and 
faction, the more I search, the more I grow into all persua- 
sion to think rather, that faction and she, as with a spousal 
ring, are wedded together, never to be divorced." ^^ 

What idea does the profession of Episcopacy at present 
give of one's religious faith ? Is he Calvinistic, Arminian, 
or Unitarian; high-church or low-church; Puseyitish, demi- 
popish, or what ? " The religion of the Church of England," 
says Macaulay, "is so far from exhibiting that unity of 
doctrine which Mr. Gladstone represents as her distinguish- 
ing glory, that it is, in fact, a bundle of religious systems 
without number. It comprises the religious system of 
Bishop Tomline, and the religious system of John Newton, 
and all the religious systems that lie between them. It 
comprises the religious system of Mr. Newman, and the 
religious system of the Archbishop of Dublin, andl^ all 
the religious systems that lie between. All these difiefent 
opinions are held, avowed, preached, printed, within the 
pale of the church, by men of unquestioned integrity and 
understanding." i^ 

As an expedient, therefore, to preserve the unity of the 
church, Episcopacy must be pronounced an entire failure. 
And yet they of this denomination present the extraordi- 
nary spectacle, of the most discordant sect in all Christen- 
dom boasting the conservative powers of their religion as 
its distinguishing glory, and urging a return to this, their 
" one body in Christ," as the only means of preserving the 
unity of the church ! 

» Prose Works, Vol. I, pp. 121, 122. . 

- - - »» Review of Gladstone's Cfiurch and State. " 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



THE BENEDICTION. 



I. Origin and import of the rite. 

It seems to have been, from remote antiquity, a common 
belief, that, both a blessing and a curse, when pronounced 
with solemnity, are peculiarly efficacious upon those who 
are the subjects of it. i So common was this belief, that it 
gave rise to the proverb,- " The blessing and the ciirse fail 
not of their fulfilment." The consequences were momen- 
tous, according to the character of the person from w'hom 
the prophetic sentiment proceeded. The bfessing of the 
aged patriarch, of the prophet, the priest, and the king, waa 
sought with peculiar interest, and their execration depre- 
cated with corresponding anxiety.' Of the king's curse we 
have an instance, in 1 Sam. 14: 24. Saul adjured the 
people, and said, Cursed be the man that eateth any food 
until the evening, that I may be avenged on mine enemies. 
Oomp. Josh. 6: 26, with 1 Kings 16: 34. The blessing 
and the curSe of Noah upon his. sons'. Gen. 9 : 25 — 28, and 
of Moses upon the children of Israel, I)eut. xxviii and xxxiii, 
are familiar illustrations of the same sentiment, as is also the 
history of Balaam, whose curse upon Israel Balak sought 
with so much solicitude, Num. xxii, xxiii, xxiv. The blessing* 
of the patriarchs Isaac and Jacob, respectively, was sought 
with peculiar anxiety, as conveying to their posterity the 
favor of God and the smiles of his providence. Gen. xxvii, 

1 Dixu detestatio nulla ezpiator victima. — Her, Epod., 5', 90. Hence, also, 
'tiie expression, Thyetteae preea, in the same ode. Comp. Iliad, 9, 45Su 
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and xlviii, xlix. Comp. Deat xxxiii. The son of Sirach 
expresses a similar sentiment 3:9. " The blessing of \be 
faUier established! the houses of children ; but the curse of 
the mother rooteth out foundations." 

With the question relative to the prophetic character of 
these patriarchal benedictions we are not now concerned. 
It is sufficient for our present purpose that the benediction 
of patriarchs, of parents, and of all those who were vener^ 
able for their age, or their religious or official character, 
was regarded as peculiarly efficacious in propitiating the 
favor of God towards those upon whom the blessing was 
pronounced. 

In addition to all this, the Aaronitic priesthood were 
divinely constituted the mediators between God and his 
people Israel. They were the intercessors of his people 
before his altar ; and stood in their official character, as 
daysmen between the children of Israel and Jehovah their 
God. In this official capacity, Aaron and his sons were 
directed to bless the children of Israel, saying, " The Lord 
bless thee and keep thee. The Lord make his face shine 
upon thee and be gracious unto thee. The Lord lift up his 
countenance upon thee and give thee peace." Thus were 
they to put the name of God upon the children of Israel, 
and the promise of God was that he would bless them. 
Num. 6 : 24 — ^27. In conformity with this commission to 
the house of Aaron, it was an universal custom in the 
worship of the Jews, both in the temple and in their syna- 
gogues, for the people to receive the blessing at the mouth 
of the priests, the sons of Aaron, alone. If none of these 
priests were present, another was accustomed to invoke the 
blessing of God, supplicating in the prayer the triple bless- 
ings of the benediction, that the assembly might not retire 
tinblessed ; but this was carefully distinguished from the 
sacerdotal benediction. ^ 

* Vitrudga, De Sjnagoga, Lib. 3, part t, c. SO. . 
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This view of the subject may perhaps aid us in forming 
a just idea of the nature and import of the sacerdotal bene- 
diction. The term benediction is used to express both the 
act of blessing, and that of consecrating, — two distinct re- 
ligious rites. The sacerdotal benediction, according to the 
views above expressed, seems to be a brief prayer, offered 
toith peculiar solemnity unto God, for his blessing upon the 
people, by one who has been duly set apart to the service of 
the ministry, as an intercessor vnth Crod in their behalf^ 

Both this and the other forms of benediction, in the acts 
of consecration and dedication, are exclusively the acts of 
the clergy. Only the higher grades of the clergy were 
permitted, in the ancient church, to enjoy this prerogative. 
The council of Ancyra and others restricted it to bishops 
and presbyters.^ And in all Christian churches it is still 
a general rule, that none but a clergyman is entitled to 
pronounce the benediction. In the Lutheran church none 
But an ordained clergyman is duly authorized to perform 
this rite. The licentiate accordingly includes himself in 
the petition, saying, not as the ordained minister. The Lord 
Uess you, &c., but The Lord bless tis. And if a layman 
is officiating, he includes the form of benediction in his 
prayer, varying yet again the emphasis, and saying. The 
Lord bless us, &c. Their doctrine is, that the minister 
stands in the place of Christ, to bless the people in his 
name, and that it is an actual conferring of the blessing of 
God upon the people ; of which, however, none are par- 
takers but those who receive it in faith. Such, again, is 
the Roman Catholic doctrine of the priesthood, derived from 
the prelacy of the ancient church. Immediately upon the 
rise of Episcopacy, the clergy began to claim kindred with 

* According to Ambrose, the benediction is — sandificaHonis et gratiarum 
woUoa eoUatia — votiva; quia benedicens vovet et optat. — J, 6V«(sm, V<d. 
V, 178, in Lib. 1, De Benedictionibus. 

4 Cone. Nic, c. 18. Ancjrra, c. %, Arelat, 1, c. 15. Conitit Apoct, 
L&.8,cS8. 
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the Jewish priesthood. The bishop became the represent- 
ative of the Lord Jesus Christ ; and the priesthood, like 
that of the Jews, the mediators between Ood and man. 
This delusive dogma changed the character of the Chris- 
tian ministry. They now became the priests of a vicariouM 
religion, ministering before the Lordj^br the people, as the 
medium of communicating his blessing to them. This 
perversion of the Christian idea of the ministry, which in 
an evil hour was put forth as the doctrine of the church, 
opened the way for infinite superstitions, and did more 
harm to spiritual Christianity than any single delusion 
that ever afflicted the church of Christ. It is remarkable, 
however, that neither the New Testament nor primitive 
Christianity knows any thing of a vicarious priesthood. 

With reference to the intercessory office of the Jewish 
priesthood, Christ our mediator and intercessor with the 
Father is, indeed, styled our great High Priest. Heb. 4: 
14. Comp., also, 2: 171 3: 1. 5: 10. His benediction 
he pronounced upon the little children, when he took them 
in his arms and blessed them. Mark 10 : 16. In his sepa- 
ration from his disciples at Bethany, when he was about to 
return unto his Father in heaven, he ended his instructions 
to them by pronouncing upon them His final benediction. 
" He lifted up his hands and blessed them ; and it came to 
pass, that while he blessed them, he was parted from them 
and carried up into heaven." Luke 24: 50, 51. These 
acts, however, have no reference to the sacerdotal benedic- 
tions of the Jewish priesthood. They are only the expres- 
sion of the benevolent spirit of our Lord; the manifestations 
of that love wherewith he loved his own to the end. 

The apostles, also, frequently begin and end their epistles 
with an invocation of the blessing of God upon those to 
whom they write; sometimes in a single sentence, and 
sometimes with a triple form' of expression, analogous to 
the Aaronitic benediction. But these, again, appear to be 
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only general and customary expressions of the beneyolent 
desires of the writer towards those whom he addresses. 
.They are a brief prayer to the Author of all good for his 
blessing upon the persons addressed. Whatever be the 
form of the salutation, it is only expressive of the wide 
wish of benevolence which swelled the hearts of the apos- 
tles towards the beloved brethren to whom they wrote. ■ 

But in all the writings of the New Testament we have 
no indication of the use of the sacerdotal benediction, in the 
Jewish and prelatical sense of the term, in the religious 
worship of the apostolical churches. It appears, indeed, 
not to have been a religious rite, either in the apostolical 
or primitive churches, during the first and second centuries. 
Neither the apostolical fathers, nor Justin Martyr, nor 
TertuUian, make any mention of the sacerdotal benediction. 
This omission of a religious rite, in itself so becoming and 
impressive, is the more remarkable in the primitive Chri^ 
Hans, inasmuch as they, in other things, so closely imitated 
the rites of the Jewish synagogue, in which this was an 
established and important part of their religious worship. 

In regard to the reasons of this omission, writers upon the 
subject are not agreed. Some suppose that the secret 
discipline of the church afforded occasion for this omission. 
The doctrine of the Trinity was one of these sacred myste- 
ries, which were carefully concealed from- the uninitiated. 
So scrupulous were the churches on this point, that, for a 
time, the use even of the Lord's prayer was prohibited in 
public assemblies for religious worship; because it was 
thought that even this conveyed an allusion to this sacred 
and hidden mystery. 

Others suppose that the occurrence of the sacred name 
of God, n^rij, to the Jews, verbum korrendi carminis, "which 
none but the high-priest was ever permitted to pronounce, 
and he only once a year, on the great day of the atonement^ 
that the occurrence of this awful name of Jehovah, was, to 
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the early Christians, a reason for omitting the sacerdotal 
benediction.^ 

But the reader, we doubt not, has anticipated us in an- 
other reason altogether, for the extraordinary omission of 
the sacerdotal benediction in the primitive church. Was it 
not the superintending providence of God, which graciously 
withheld the apostles and primitive Christians from adopt- 
ing a rite, rendered obsolete by the great atoning sacrifice 
of the High Priest of our profession, and susceptible of un- 
utterable abuses, as the subsequent history of the church too 
clearly shows ? It is another instance of those remarkable 
emissions^ of which Archbishop Whately has largely treat- 
ed, and with consummate ability, in different works. He 
has noticed the wise precaution with which God in his 
providence so ordered, that no possible trace should be 
found in the primitive church, of any prescribed mode of 
church government, to the exclusion of all others ; or of 
a creed, or catechism, or confession, or form of prayer, or 
liturgy, upon which superstition could seize, as an invaria- 
ble rule of faith and practice, and abuse, to support a sanc- 
timonious religion, which should conform to the letter, but 
disregard the spirit of his word. Such an omission he 
regards as "literally miraculous." Copying so closely 
after the synagogue, and yet, against all their Jewish 
prejudices, dropping this rite of their synagogue-worship, 
the apostles must, on the same principle, be supposed to 
have been supernaturally withheld from taking that course 
which would naturally have appeared to them so desirable. 

The apostolical benediction, then, is, in spirit and in 
import, altogether unlike the Aaronitic benediction of the 
Jews, or that of the prelatical blessing of the bishop and 
priest. It is nothing more than a brief prayer ; a benevo- 

* Siegel, Handbuch. 2, p. 1 14. J. H. Haenen., Exercit de rita benedie* 
tionis sacerdbtatis. Jenae, 1682, cited bj Siegel. ' Anguatiy DenkwOidig- 
keiten, 10, pp. 179, 180. 
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lent desire, offered with solemnity unto God, for his bless- 
ing upon the people. The several forms of expressioii are 
one in meaning, and express the desire, that the blessing of 
God, both spiritual and temporal, may be, and abide with, 
the worshipping assembly. The clergyman alone pro- 
nounces the benediction, not in the vicarious character of 
mediator or intercessor between God and his people, but 
solely ip conformity with the apostolic precept, requiring 
all things to be done decently and in order. We now 
return to the prelatical use of the benediction. 

II. Mode of administering the rite. 

The Jewish priests pronounced the blessing standing and 
feeing the people, with the arins uplifted, and the hands 
outspread, with a peculiar configuration of the fingers;* 
the congregation standing meanwhile. The attitude of 
the assembly and of the ofiiciating priest was the same in 
the Christian church. But the words of tj^e benediction 
were chanted^ and the sign of the cross given. 

The sign of the cross, both in the Eastern and Western 
church, was an indispensable rite in the benediction. The 
rite is still observed, not only by the Roman Catholics, but 
even by many Protestants. The Lutherans make, use of 
this sign, not only in the benediction, but in the consecra- 
tion of the elements, in baptism, ordination, confirmation, 
absolution, &c. The church of England also retained the 
rite in baptism.''' But how extensively it is observed at 
present, the writer is not informed. 

« Vitringa, De Synagoga, Lib. 3, p. 2, c. 20, p. 1118. Vitringa, Hadrim, 
Reland, Antiq., Sac. Vet. Heb., p. 102. 

7 See canon 30, where it is sanctioned and defended at length. The 
following is given, among many instances of the studied and superatitioQs 
formalities which have been observed, to give a mysterious significancj to 
this sign of the cross in the benediction. " Graeci aeque atque Latini, 
qmnqoe digitis, et tota manu crucem signantes benedicunt. Diffenmt quod 
Latini, omnibus digitis extensis, Graeci indice medio ac minimo extenais 
ac modicum incunratis, non ita tamen, ut inter se respondoant j sod pollez 
directione aii^rectaque respiciens, medius, pollicis Incanrationeyintroniim 
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The benediction was sometimes sung ; sometimes chanted ; 
and sometimes, pronounced as d prayer. There was no 
general rule or uniform custom on the subject. But when 
offered in connection with the responses of the people, it is 
sung and the responses chanted. Such at least is, accord- 
ing to August!, the custom of the Lutheran church, and to 
some extent also in the reformed churches. 

In many places the benediction is pronounced twice, 
once at the close of the sermon, and again at the conclu- 
sion of the worship. 

In Catholic churches the congregation kneel, or incline 
the head, while the benediction is pronounced. The priest, 
arrayed in clerical robes, stands with uplifted hands and a 
peculiar configuration of the fingers ; speaking in the Latin 
tongue, in an elevated tone and with a prolonged accent 
resembling a chant. 



REMARKS. 

1. The sacerdotal benediction was very early made the 
means of enhancing the sanctity of the clerical office gen- 
erally, and especially that of the bishop. 

It was supposed to have a peculiar efficacy in propitiating 
the favor of heaven. A mysterious, magic influence was 
ascribed to it. Even Chrysostom seems to have supposed 
that it rendered one invulnerable against the assaults of 
sin, and the shafts of Satan.^ Accordingly it became to 

Yei^t, minimus, inter pollicem et medium dirigatur ; pollice super aimv- 
laris ad sese moderate deflexi unguam apposite id agunt. Qua se ratkme 
et tres divinas personas, digitis nempe tribus extensis ; et duas in Chritto 
naturas 3 duobus ad se jumtis, rentur significare/' — Leo AlkUnu, De EecL 
Oceid. et Orient, censena., Lib. 3, c. 18, pp. 1357 — 1361, cited by Augusti. 

8 Imo vero, mihi ne commodes boras duas, sed tibi ipsi, ut ex oraticHM 
patrium aliquam consolatiionem perciplas, nt benedictionibus plenoii 
rocedas, at omni ex, parte secunia abeas, nt spiritoalibiu acceptis urmif 
inyictus diabolo et inezpregnabilii fiaa.— Cilcd btf BUgd, Bandbueh, t, p. flL 
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the clergy a convenient means, by which to impress the 
people with a sense of the peculiar sanctity of their own 
office, and the importance of the blessings which the peo- 
ple might receive at their hands. Even kings reverently 
bowed to receive the benediction of the bishops, who, 
especially, were not slow to take advantage of this popular 
impression, and early claimed the right exclusively ct 
blessing the people. The subordinate clergy, having been 
duly consecrated by them, were permitted, in their absence 
and as their representatives, to pronounce the benediction 
upon the people. Still the act was virtually that of the 
bishops. Qui facit per alium fadt per se. So that all 
clerical grace centred in the bishop ; and from him, througlL 
his clergy, descended down upon the people of his diocese.' 
In this way the rite became the means of exalting the office 
of the bishop, and of inspiring the people with profound 
reverence for him and his official character. 

2. The sacerdotal benediction was soon perverted from 
its original and simple use, and bestowed on various occa* 
sions, upon a great variety of persons. 

If the clerical benediction was attended with such con- 
sequences to the people in their religious assemblies, it 
was natural to expect the same effects upon different classes 
of persons. Catechumens, accordingly, and candidates for 
baptism, energumens, penitents, &;c. &;c., became the sep- 
arate subjects of this rite. Persons of every description 
and condition pressed to receive the blessing of the priest. 
Even in the age of Constantine this rage for the blessing 
of the clergy was forcibly manifested in its manifold appli- 
cations to different classes of persons.^® To what a pitch 

» J. H. Boehmer, Jus. Protestant, Lib. 3, vit. 40, J 14, and $ 41. 

10 Gretser gives the following instances, among many others, to show in 

what estimation the blessing of the priest was held. Cum S. Epiphaniiia 

episcopus salaminae Cypri Hiores solymis versaretur, omms (uUiiu et stxuB 

turba confluebat offerens parouUu (ad benedictionem) pede$ dcoteulan^ 

Jimlnriat veUen»,Uavt gradum promovere tumvaUru, m loio looo vixfludtm 
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of extravagant folly and* superstition it afterwards arose, is 
sufficiently manifest in the rituals, missals, and agenda of 
the Romish church. 

3. The perversions of this religious rite afford another 
illustration of the consequences of a departure from the 
simplicity and spirituality which hecome the worship of 
God. 

Possessed of the idea that clerical grace belonged to the 
ecclesiastical order, which might be imparted to another, 
by their benediction, men sought on many, and often on 
frivolous occasions, this blessing. The intervention of this 
rite became essential in almost all the ordinances of religion, 
and upon all classes of persons. It became essentially 
the consecrating act by which men were elected into the 
different orders and offices of the church. If clerical con- 
secration gave a religious sanctity to men, so might it also 
to whatever else was to be set apart, to a religious use* 
Hence the consecration, not only of the bread and wine of 
the eucharist, but of the church, the altar, the bell, the 
organ, the holy water, the baptismal water, and every thing 
almost that belonged to the sanctuary, or could be employed 
in its service. 

If the blessing of heaven is in this manner imparted to 
man, so might it be. also to his fields, his fiocks, his herdsi 
and whatever else might be employed or improved for his 
benefit. Indeed it would be difficult to say, who among 
men, or what amidst all which is devoted to the service of 
man, has not at some time been the subject of sacerdotal 
benediction.il 

undantis popidi stutineretf Vol. V, p. 190. So also the venerable Bede, 
in his Hist. EccL, Lib. 3; c. 26. In magna erat veneratione tempore illo 
religionis habitus, ita ut ubicunque clecicus aliquis aut monculius adveniret, 
. gaudenter ab omnibus, tanqnam Dei famulus exciperetur, et jam li in 
itinere pergens invenir, etur accurrebant, et flexa cerrice. vel manu signazi 
vel ore illius se benedici gaudebant. — Cited by OreUer, as above. 

11 The Gregorian Saeramentary,fbr example, specifieB the following par> 
ticolars in which the benediction of the priest, Benedietio domus— et noTM 
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When once the mind of man has taken its departure 
jfifom the great principles of religion, few and simple, whether 
relating to faith or practice, it wanders, in endless mazes 
lost, uncertain where or upon what to settle, to be again 
at rest. So easy and natural,- and so disastrous withal is 
the descent of the human mind, from that which is inwaird 
and spiritual in religion, and pure and simple in its mani- 
festation, to that which is outward and formal. 

4. The foregoing considerations suggest another strong 
objection to prelacy; — its tendency to superstition. 

It is indeed a besetting sin in man, to give a mis-direc- 
tion to his religious feelings, by a veneration for objects 
which are worthy of none ; or by an inordinate reverence 
for what is venerable in religion. Every religious cere- 
mony, however appropriate, is liable to degenerate into a 
mere form, and consequently to become superstitious. But 
this danger is immensely increased by the multiplication of 
rites and forms. The attention given to them soon becomes 
inordinate, extravagant, superstitious. The superstition 
increases in proportion to the number and insignificance 
of the objects which are invested with this* religious ven- 
eration. But is there not much in the Episcopal system, 
which is justly included in this category ? This profound 
yeneration for saints and saints' dayS, and for things that 
have been the subject of Episcopal consecration, this 
punctilious observance of festivals and fasts, this scrupulous 
adherence to the rubric, and the letter of the prayer-book, 
this anxious attention to clerical costume, to attitudes and 
postures, — what is it all but superstition? giving a re- 
ligious importance to that which has nothing to do with 
heartfelt and practical religion ? Even the bishop of Lon- 

domus.— Putei— Uvae yel favi— Ad fruges novas— Ad omnia quae volueria 
— Crinis novae — Agni et aliarum carnium — Casei et ovorum — Ad quern* 
cunque fnictum novarum arborum — Peregrinantium, itenerantium. To 
which many things have been added, such as ^aviB^Annorom, 
pilei et vexilU, Tmris, Thalami conjugalis, sepoichri, ^c 
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don, in a late charge, while he professedly condemns the 
Oxford superstitions, expresses great anxiety that the ruhric 
should be closely adhered to, wishes all his clergy to preach 
in white, sees " no harm," in two wax candles, provided 
they are not lighted; and approves of the arrangement 
" lately adopted in several churches, by which the clergy- 
man looks to the south while reading prayers, and to the 
toest while reading lessons ! " 

Episcopacy encourages, indirectly, if it does not directly 
inculcate, the notion of a vicarious religion. Ancient pre- 
lacy transformed the minister of Christ, under the gospel 
dispensation, into a Levitical priest. By this means the 
Christian religion was changed into something more re- 
sembling Judaism or Paganism, than Christianity. The 
priesthood became a distinct order, created by the appoint- 
ment of God, and invested with high prerogatives as a 
vicarious propitiatory ministry ybr the people; — the con- 
stituted medium of communicating grace from God to 
man. The nature of the sacraments was changed. The 
sacramental table became an altar, and the contributions 
of the people an offering to the Lord. Papacy has held 
firmly to this doctrine of a vicarious religion down to the 
present time. Indeed no small share of the corruptions of 
this " mystery of iniquity," originated in its false idea of 
the Christian ministry. 

Protestantism at the Reformation was but half divorced 
from this delusion, and the indications of this principle are 
still msmifest in Protestant Episcopacy. The very name 
of ** priest ^^ is carefully retained, one of the second order 
is not a minister, a presb3rter, a pastor, in the ritual, but 
always a ** priest" The bishop is a reverend, or right 
reverend father in God. And then that clerical grace 
which flows only through this appointed channel of com- ^ 
monication between G^d and man, the grace that is given 
by the imposition of the bishop's hands, the grace im* 
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parted to regenerate the soul in baptism, the grace that es- 
tablishes the soul and seals the covenant in confirmation, 
the mysterious grace imparted in the benediction ; provided 
. always, that the act be duly solemnized by a priest divinely 
appointed and episcopally ordained, — verily, all these 
resemble more the ministrations of the Leviticai priesthood, 
thjm of the pastors and teachers whom Christ gave ** for 
the* perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry." 
Behold almost a whole convention moving off in a body to 
prostrate, themselves before their bishop, and receive his 
blessing. Such are the superstitions connected with the 
perversions of the benediction. 

Momentous consequences followed from the substitution 
of a vicarious priesthood. No church without a bishop, 
apostolical succession, divine right, the validity of Episco- 
pal ordination alone, baptismal regeneration, the mysterious 
efficacy of the sacraments, the grace of Episcopal benedic- 
tion and confirmation; truly these are awful mysteries; 
and they affect more or less the whole economy of grace. 
The appropriate final results of such a faith are exemplified 
in the mystic movements of the Oxford Tractarians. The 
great object of these unprotestantizing reformers is to 
reinstate in the church the prelatical ministry of other 
days, and to restore a vicarious religion with its endless 
absurdities and superstitions. Thus " the character of 
the church of Christ is changed. She is made to stand in 
the place of the Redeemer, whose work is marred. His 
atonement is incomplete, his righteousness insufficient 
Ceremonies are multiplied, and the kingdom of God is no 
longer righteousness, and peace, and joy in the HolyOhost 
The office of the ministers is of course entirely changed 
and their true character lost. Thunders more awful than 
those of Sinai are heard. All is discouragement : the ob- 
ject of the Christian ministry in their hands being appa- 
rently to try how difficult, how painful, how uncertain the 
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Christian's course can be made with that ministry, and how 
impossible without it ! 

"In a word, their steps are dark, their ministrations mys- 
terious ; suited rather to the office of a priest of some 
heathen mythology than of ambassadors from Christ, min- 
isters of the everlasting- gospel, whose feet are beautiftd 
upon the mountains, as those that bring glad tidings, that 
publish peace. 

" The aspect which it wears towards those of other com- 
munions is fearful in the extreme. No purity of faith, na 
labor of love, no personal piety, no manifestation of the 
fruits of the Spirit, will avail anything. Though steadfast 
in faith, joyful through hope, and rooted in charity, they 
pass not through the eye of this needle, and shall not see 
the kingdom of God." 

The great evil of such a system is, that it is a religion 
of forms, of mysterious rites and awful prerogatives. 
Heaven in mercy save us from such a religion which sub- 
stitutes these things for the gospel of the grace of 6t>dy 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. To Episcopacy in any 
form, the one great objection which includes almost all 
others is, — that unavoidably, if not intentionally, it en- 
courages that besetting sin of man, — the innate propensity 
to substitute the outward form for the inward spirit of 
religion. 

We close, therefore, this protracted view of the Govem- 
emment and Worship of the Primitive Church, with a 
deep impression of the wisdom from on high, that guided 
the apostles in adopting an organization at once so simple 
and so efficient in promoting the great ends for which the 
church of Christ was instituted, and in establishing those 
forms of worship, simple and impressive, which most happily 
promote that spirituality and sincerity in the worship of 
God, which alone are well pleasing in his sight. Nor can 
we resist the conviction, that the substitution of the Episco- 
pal government and worship for the apostolical, was an 

36 
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efficient canse, if not the principal occasion, of that degen- 
eracy and formality, which soon succeeded to the primitive 
spirituality and purity of the church. The elegant and 
forcible language of Robert Hall is the happiest expression 
which we can give of the conclusion to which we are 
farcmght, on the review of the whole subject. " The descent 
of the human mind, from the spirit to the letter, from, what 
is vital and intellectual to what is ritual and external in 
religion, is the . true source of idolatry and superstition in 
all the multifarious forms which they have assumed ; and 
as it began early to corrupt the religion of nature, or 
more properly of patriarchal tradition, so it soon obscured 
the lustre and destroyed the sitnplicity of the Christian 
institute. In proportion as genuine devotion declined, the 
love of pomp and ceremony increased. The few and 
simple rites of Christianity were extolled beyond all rea- 
sonable bounds ; new ones were invented, to which myste- 
rious meanings were attached ! till the religion of the New 
Testament became in process of time as insupportable as 
the Mosaic law." 
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sostom,57; of the deacons. 57; of the 
delegates 58 ; of the presbyters, 69 ; 
usual mode of 63 ; mode of resistance 
by the bishops, 73 ; secular influence, 
74; tumultuous proceedings— eflbrts 
to correct them, 75; controlled by tlie 
bishops. 76; canonical, apostolical, 80; 
riffht of ewerr church, dl ; preserres 
balance of influence, 81 ; foundation of 
religious liberty, 82 ; safeguard of the 
ministry. 84 ; of the church, 86; pro- 
motes mutual endearments between 
pastor and people. 86 ; produces an tf> 
ficient ministry, 87 



Bmparon. Chiliilin.miiiikan eSatuxn 
•itenil Clir)giitinity,30S, SJS 

EpUcopur.primlilre.SaO. Son btitwpj. 
UluAralti. l9S-214i fallacl<iu9 rei 
aaniatot.HaB: rise af, 234; ti.u«> m 
It, Ur^Wa-, •umnurj ufili rl«. 257 
— 2S9; inUuducUiHilnlalhlscKunlry. 

Um. m 1»3, 316; «mvlh in Ih^ 
' CMUrr, 363,361; lUuilnTea ihs riee 
•r ukIbiii' KpiiQinc;, 361; divine 
(IfblDi; S»-3H;^iUKi<luced IrrsliEi- 
o«IIMaiiitatbiiniiiilglt]F.3DI;ori«ia 
af.ln amliitlini, 313; oppniiiis lo ibe 
WlT. ll7.t7S. £83. 313; creaiea vn- 

' 'tnlMAnI IJfl- Imfwln lh« efliCBCr <~<f 



INDEX. 



]«Hi>p|iga.c1iergcleriif Jama, 14S 

liomrthy. oriein of. 245; ftirtber d>- 
velapin«nl, aGS— £78; melropoliUll. 
aT9; inauencenfun ihe Jaiiy— ontha 
clerK-™ moTsI tiatr of tha chh-.aOO 

Hilar* on jKlmill.evwt.hip, 330 . 

Hnmiliss fn ths priniiiivechurcb, 3S7: 
diKDunaaofPeier.^S: of Paul. 389: 



SS^loprawcvatheu- 
«e;it.ienclBnryloBi 
aneouraiE] the liJeao 
' IIgi<in,419; ancoiing' 

laward aplrit of reJigli 



olihtipt and praabriera, H4; the la 
lidll* of pn»hit?rian ontinatlon. 191— 
■ IBB: MiwiippArtad bj areuoie..!. 2a;, 

831,533; waniine in liberal ilj, 23T ' 
'Bmaxinoi, 134, IS6, 163 
'EmoxditovtTe;, 128 
"ElpOQOt, 16 i 
E^llus, chosen bleliop. ^ 
Evaiuhiul choien biahcip. 68 
. Eicommunlciiion bj the church— bj 
ttiabiihopa, 114 

F. 
Fallainhipflrihechi]rr:hr^4S; enrour 
■ a;ai< b» Ihe spoailea, 150; inlerrupleil 
. . bj JSpfecopac; 

"^rlillankJ'VlSrw If^ ™'"pi« ol 
Chii'l anil Ihe gposilea, 331 ; nniu'Vti 
rliad b; Ghrisi and Ihe ap-i»lli!9. K3 : 
. conlrir/ir.lheaimpIiclD'nfprimlliH 
worship 3»; unknown in llie i>iMiii 



.iiiple. 



■s.-tfi- 



SK: oppiwl to the „„- 

prlniUKe vronhtp, 3»-3j6; i 

the iiniirant, 318 ; noladanl^ 
' moajwithitaaiubjectof iliscuuiH.lM 

a 

«aB(r>.eniii»:n.a3r 
■Glflra.nitncu1ogi, 141 
Oareninient nf ihe thmch bj 
li.noflt.na;eliani«.mra 
llpiaKd 311 
QnMance. "' 



ifthafonnlDC 
!B pmdaetlTa 



300 
Impoililon of huidi, 140, 143 
Independent of Ihe chureliea. 



1.117 



I, claiDUd br th* bleb' LegaLi 



, 'light or, InMocid, 



wunhip ajid'sidiiiaiicee', 33S~343 

L 

Laiiv biptize, 133: diirrancblKd, (79; 
oi>pre9B«I. 273 

iVe^n.'s^ISjrrn.^chi-ed 11™ In™- 

apirilual pri>ilcBae.2d5; IndiAbnotM 
Ihe inlerette of Ihe thurch. IBS: ta 
' Ihait Chriiiian rellowehli. Xt.mr; 
liHeuinlRilorcen-nuei, Kt 

U« e'nui^'^hy Ihe panpla, 49, Mt; 
- ■ ihem, lis 
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L0tt%n addressed to the church, 110; 

missive by ihe church, 1 1 1 
Liberty, religious, luodof, dl 
Litigations settled by the church, 37 
Liturgy formed by ejch bishop, 49 ; un- 
known in the primitive church, 319, 
aeq., 336 ; ho relics of any, nor'record 
of such as r«iund at this time, 337; 
appeal is made to tradition for such 
forms as belong to the liturgy, 337, 
S38 ; liturgies the priHluciion of a cor- 
rupt age. Zi9; .for an ignorant priest- 
hood, 350; encroach upon the time 
• which should betillotted lo the sermon, 
355 ; exalt the inventions of man above 
the word of God, 356: English liturgy 
of p"pish origin, 357; erroneous in 
doctrine, 369 
L(ffd*8 prayer not a prescribed form, 324; 



210--2I1; hy Metropolitan 281; by 

Divine Right, 297 
Organs in church music. 375 
Origen, as a preacher, 396 * 

"Oat] dvyafug ovrq), of Justin, 340 

Overseers^ name, 36 



i*apal Government . 309 

Parochial bishops, 52 1 parochial qjatem, 

Pastor, not a prosecuting officer, 120 

Pastores, 163 

Paires ecclesiae, 163 

Patriarchal Government, 307 

Paul and Bariiabas,ordainingpre&byteli, 

61; in council at . Jerusalem, 136l; 

his ordination, 143 



miknown as s.u^hV Jhe apostles and E^^^L"^ l^J'.?!}:^^ by discipline. 119 



apostolical father^.- 324— 3^6; summa 
ry conclusions respecting ii,327 — 32Si; 
unsuited to the Christian dispensation, 
329; varied phraseology, 323 • 

Luther, a refofiher by his musical pow- 
ers, 383 
. ' . M 

IK^p. 157, 158 

Mareotis, supplied by presbyters, 251 
Marie, the Kvaiigelist, 157 
Martin, of Tours, chosen bishop. 73 
Mason, Dr. on equality of \)ishops and 

pi^sbaers, 129; cited, 136 
Maximianists, their bishops, 207. 
Melatlihs. chosen bishop, 68 
Milton's Prose Works cited, 150,168 
Ministers, none superior to presbyters, 

145 
Mosheim, on elections by the church, 

61. See Index of Authorities. 
Metroj>oi.4tan Government, established, 

279 ; means of its establishmeui,2d0— 

282; results, 232 

N • . • 

Nearider, on the two great parties in the 
chjiirch.<B12 Seelntex of Authorities. 
Nice^.'Couucil on Elections, 6d 
Nice,- Church of jurisdiction, 251 



Offices of clergy multiplied, 288, 289 

Officers of the church, 36 

Onderd<mk. on e«iua!ity t»f bishops and 
presbyters, 144; on office of limothy, 
153 

Orders, but two in the pri^Mhood, 163 

Ordinatiun by presbyters, 439—176; im- 
port of it, 141, note; right of pVesby- 
ters according to Firinilian. 176; to 
Irenaeus 177; to Hilary, 178—131; 
to Jerome, 182—186; to Euiychius of 
Alexanria, 186-188; to Planck. 188, 
to Neander, 189 ; to Blondell, 189 ; t«> 
the Canons, 139 ; tn Dr. Miller, 190, 
191 ; various Episcopal authorities, 
191—196; by Cninmer,l9i ; >rece38ary 
Erudition, 192; Whituker.0sher,19Eft; 
Stillingfleet. Ftirbes. Ring, Christian 
Observer, 193 ; QtMNle, Idf; Qi»«rdlor, 
196, Summary 191, 195; ClarkMft, 



Pearson, on elections, 68 

Penance, system of 114.; promotes the 

bishop's power, 271 
Penitents, restored by the church, 103 
Pei>ple overreached in elections, 77 ; peo* 

pie g 'Vern themselves in every thlM, 

lOS; rights abridged by councils, ftN 
Planck on divine right, 295—^. Sea 

lndex*of Authorities. 

Uoifjati^co, 134 ' 

Polycarp. cited 165 

Pontificale Komanum, 69 

Po|)e of Rome, his ascendencj etttb* 
lished, 310 

Prafepjisiti, 163 

Praesides, praesidentes, praesules, 183 *. 

Prayers of the primitive church, 319;. 
See forms of prayer, piayers of Christ, 
and the apostles extempore, 321, 322, 
340; Lord's prayer.323; attitude in,340. 

Presbyters, their office, 36, 125; choice 
of them 59'; by the church, 61 ; titles, 
124 ; equality with bishop^*, 124 — IffiS i 
addressed as bishops, 126; term de* 
rived from Jews, 131 ; appellations 
interchanged with bishops, 126, Iffii; 
qualifications, 131, 166; diities iden- 
tical with presbyter, 133; teachers of 
the chur.ch, 1^; counsellors, 135; 
administer ordinances. 136; ordain, 
139; (listinsruishedfrom deacdn8tl63; 
equal to bishops. according loOtemedtl 
164; to Polycarp, 165; to Jystln 
Martyr, 167; to Irenaeus, 169; to 
Clement of Alexandria, 172; toTer^ 
tullian 173: ascendency of those In a* 
city, 252; their right to ordain, 1T6; 
accordin? to Firmilian, 176; to Hili^ 
ry, 178-^181; to Jerome, 182^186; 
to Riiiychius. of Alexandria, 186—188; 
to Planck. 183; to N«>amler. 189; tm 
Blondell. 189; to Dr. Miller, 190 191: 
to various Episcopal authorities, 191 
— 197 ; accoraiiij to Jerome, 214— >218< 
to ChrVsostom. 219, 220; to Theodora^ 
221, 222: to the Greek Schidinst. 220, 
223: to Rlias. of Crete, and taGregoiy 
. Naz . 223 ; to Isidurus to Barnafchis, 
to Pope Ur^n. 224 : to NicholM 
Tutlesehus. to J P. Launcelot, ani t* 
Gieseler, 225; College of, 26a *-' 
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^BNBRAL INDBX. 



Uqsa^ibTeQotf 163 

President of presbyten, 253 
P^iesihood, Jewish disowned by the 

church, 45; divine right of, 71 
Flrlestbood, discipline by 114 
Primate, kc , name of metropolitan ,281 
Priests, bishops so called, 257 ; claim to 

be dirinely appointed, 295 

Hqdedgoi, 163 
IlQoean&gf 153, 167, 168 
II(fOBaj$T6g, 159, 163 

IlQoiax&fiBvoty 124, 163 
nqoax&Tai,^ 163 

JJipOqDI/TO^, 158 

Protest against secular power, 79; of 
Free church in Scotland, 83. 

Pinlmody of the primitive, 361; the 
first disciples indited and sang songa, 
363 ; fragments of such in the New 
TestaiJient, 364; songs of primitive 
Christians, 365; Christ the suliject 
of their songs, 366; one primiiive 
hymn remains, 367 ; mode of singing, 
868 ; no instrumental mudic, 369 ; re- 
sponsive singing not general ; all the 
congregation sang, 370; delight of 
primitive Christians in it, 371; power 
of ancient psalmody, 372; changes in 
ancient psalmody, 373; claimed by 
the clergy, 377; means of propagating 
doctrinal truth, 381 ; of moral disci 

Sine, 384 ; importance of simplicity 
it, 385 
Paritans, their wisdom and piety 239, 
— ^242 ; their legacy to us, 241 ; defbc- 
tion from their religion, 243 

B 

Boceire the Holy Ghost, origin of the 
term, 298 

Itepublic of the church, 48 

Bevenues of church held by bishops, 
876, 277; talcen from the laity, 284 

Biddle,on elections,68; on presbyterian 
ministry, 138 

Bight divine of bishops,origin of, 295,298 

Boman Government, tolerated all re- 
ligions, 27 

Bomish church on equality of bishops 
and presbyters, 144; corruption of 311 

Baler of the synagogue, 45 ; his duties, 
168, 160 

S 

S^rament, how administered primitive- 
ly, 339 

Scottish Free church, 83 

Scriptural exposition, importance of, 393 
—396 

Stcalar music corrupts the wonhip of 
the church, 376 

Secular power, Interference, 78 

Smloree, senioree plebis, l^ 

SheDherd, office of bishop and presbyter, 

SIIbs, ths EranfBlist, 197 
8UBSBis,oa disclpUne by tlMchardi,106 



Singers in a choir in the fourth centinT. 

374 , '* 

■>nV n^S^- 158. 169, 160, 161. 
Sovereignty of the church destro7ed,'26l 
Stuart, Prof, on the angel of the chnveh. 

157 ^ 

Submission, passive doctrine of, 116 
Succession, apostolical absurdity of, 146, 

211,212; origin of derived from the 

Romish church, 296 
Suffra?e,universal, 60 ; right of, 81. See 

Elections. 
Sycophancy of the clergy, 291 
Sylvan'us, the Evangelist, 167 
Synagogue, endeared to the Jew, 40: 

ruler ,~45 ; popular in government, 46 

T 

Temple service unsuited to church, 39 ; 
discarded, 45 

Teriullian, discipline by the church, 98; 
on baptism, by laity, 138 ; on primi- 
tive order, 331 ; on primitive worship 
and ordinances, 34^346 

Timothy, supposed bishop, 144; not 
bishop of Ephesus. 152; Timothy, aa 
evangelist, 153. 155 ; travels with and 
for the apostle, 154 ; entreated to re- 
main at Ephesus. 155 

Titus, supposed bishop, 144; not bishop 
at Cr^te, 156 

Tractarian movement admired by Cath* 
olics. 360 

Tractarians assign origin of Ijt m ' gi ei 
to the fifth century, ^ 

Tri> ian.on songs of primitiveChristiaBS« 

Truth, relieious, its simplicity giTM it 

power, 351 
Tumults of elections, 75 

U 

Unity of the church unknown In apos- 
tolical age, 47 ; absurd, 213 ; influencs 
in establishing the Episcopal govern- 
ment, 268 

Usage, apostolical 111 

Udurpation of the bishops in electloBSi 
in discipline, 117 

Valens, presbyter, defection of, 97 

Valesius,nn discipline by the church, 106 

Vicarious priesthood, 411*->422 

Visiters at clectii>ns, 75 

Wealth of the clergy, 284. 285 

Whately on omissions in Scriptare.SSS. 
336 

Whitby, Dr., on the office ofTlinot^ 
and Titus, 156 

Wiseman. Dr., on the Tractarian move- 
ment. 360 

Worship of the church simple, 38, 319, 
330; does not toleraU disorder, 381. 
331 ; primitive and on1inancea,aaB,3ir 

XaQlaftaTUf 141 
XEtQOtoyfjdelgf ftc, 68, 00 
XeiqoiOvkiP^ meaninff of, 6i 
Xet^TOP^trayxeg, 14D 
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/ THX 

ELEMENTS OF MORAL SCIENCE. 

BT FRAKCIB WATLAND, O. D. 

Presideat of Brown Uiiivcraity^, and Professor of Moral Philosoplij. 

T\DentyFourth TlUusantU 

\s3r This »9rk htta heen extenaiveljf andfavjrably r evi e w ed in tk» 
trading periodietUe 0fthe day, and hae alreadu been adopted aa a etatth 
beok in meat ef the collegiate, theological, and academieal imetUuiiaike 
of the country. > 

*'Tha work of Dr. Way land has arisen gradually from the necessity of 
corracting the false principles and fallacious reasonings of Paley. It 19 a 
radical mtstalfe, in the education of youth, to permit any book to be used 
by students as a text-book, which contain erroneous doctrines, eapeciaUj 
when these are fundamental, and tend to vitiate the whole system, of 
morals. We have been greatly^ pleased with the method which PrestdeBt 
Way lind has adopted : he goes back to the simplest and most fundamentid 
principles; and, in the statement of his views, he unites perspicuity wfth 
coQciseness and precision. In all the author's leading fundamental priQ,* 
ciples we entirely concur. "~B<6. Bep. and Theol, Review. 

Prom Rev. Wilbur Fiak^ Pres. of the Wesleuan XTnheMtjf. 
"I have examined it with great satisfaction and interest. The wirark 
was greatly needed, and is well executed. Dr. Wayland. deserves foe 
grateful acknowledgments and liberal patronage of the public. I need ity 
nothing further to express my high estimate of the work, than that w« 
shall immediately adopt it as a text-book in our university," 

Prom Hon. Jamee Kent, late ChaneMor ofUJtm Torft. 
"The work has been read by me attentively and thoroughly, and I think 
very highly of it. Ttie author himself Is one of the most esti mable of m^n. 
and I da not know of any ethical treatise, in whictf our duties to 0od, ana 
to our feilow-men, are laid down with more precision, sin^Icity, clear- 
ness, energy, and truth.'' 

" This is a new work on morals, for academic use, and we welcome It 
with much satisfaction. It is the result of several years' reflection and 
experience in teaching.on the partof its Justly distinguished author; and if 
it is not perfectly what we could wish, yet, in the most important respects, 
it supplies a want which has been extensively felt. It is, we think, sQb> 
stantially sound.in iu fundamental principles; and being compreliensiina 
and elementary in its plan, and adapted to the purposes of instruction, H 
will be ^adly adopted by those who hav« for a long time bean disntiiliid 
with tht azisUng works of Pile/."— L^ emtf 2Vm> IZeetav. . 
1 1 



TB£ £L£MEMT9 OF 

MORAL SCIENCE, ABRIDGED. 

ADAPTXD TO THK USB OF SCHOOLS ^HD ACADXlf IKS. 
Highteenth Thouaand, 

tC^Tltt attention of Teaehers and School Coroinitteas ia hiTited to 
ibis Taluame work. It has receiTed the unqusdified approbation of all 
who tiaTe examined it; and it is believed to.be admirably adapted to 
exert a wholesome influence on the minds of the young, and lead to the 
Ibrmation of correct moral principles. 

'* Dr. Way land has published an abridgment of his work (or the nse of 
schools. Of this step we can hardly speak too highly. It* is more than 
time that the study of Moral Philosophy should be introduced into all our 
Institutions of education. We are happy to see the way so auspiciously 
opened for such an introduction. It has been "not merely abridged^ but 
auo re-written,^* We cannot but regard the labor as all well bestowed. 
The difficulty- of choosing words and examples so as to make'them iiU«l- 
ligible and interesting to the child, is very great. The success with 
whicli Dr. Wayland appears \o have overcome it, is, in tlie highest degree, 
gra^iying." — Nprth American Revieui. 

"We speak that we do know, when we express our high cstiiDate of 
Dr. Wayland's ability in teaching Moral Philosophy; whether orally or 
bj the book. Having listened to bis instructions, in this interesting <ie- 
partment, we can attest bow lofty are the principles, how exact and sevcra 
ihe argumentation, how appropriate ana strong the illuatrationa which 
characterize his system and enforce it on the mind."— CAr. H'l/ness. 

"The work of which thU volume is an abridgment, is well known aa 
one of the best and most complete works on Moral Philosophy extant, — 
and Is In a ibir way of superseding Paley, as a text-book in our higher 
seminaries. The author is well known as one of the most profound sohoi- 
ars of the age. That the study of Moral Science, a science which teaches 
goodneea, should be a branch of education, not only in our colleges, but in 
our schools and academies, we believe will not be denied. The abridge- 
ment of this work seems to us admirably calculated for the purpose, and 
we hope it will be extensively applied to the purposes for which it ia in- 
tended." — Mercantile Journal. 

"So far as we have been able to examine the two works of Dr. Way- 
land, we must say, that we are quite as well pleased with the smaller as 
with the larger. The work, the author himself says, has been not merely 
abridged, it has been re-toritten. It is written in a style well suited 
to the comprehension of youth. The illustrations are api and striking. 
The work is divided into short chapters, as it should be, to suit for a class 
book for the young. Each chapter is followed by questions for tb« aid of 
the teacher, rather than for the learner."— Chr. Secretary, IIar(/brd. 

" We hail the abridcrment as admirably adapted to supply the defrciencj 
which has long been t/elt- in common school education,— the study of moral 
obligation. Let the child early be taught the relafirn^ tt custains to iran 
and to its Maker, the first acquainting it with the duties owed io society 
the second with the duties owed to God, and who can foretell how many 
a sad and disastrous overthrow of character will be prevented, and how 
elevated and pure will bo the sense of integrity and virtue?"— J5.f«. Qujt. 

«• It is a work of the highest and purest order of intellect. It Is meta- 

Ehysics reduced to practical common sense, and made subservient to 
jhrlatianity. The original work has acquired for Its profound ami phllo* 
gophic author, a Urge addition to the inleHectual reputation, and the abridg- 
mentt which is entirely re-written, compresses the whole substance in a 
duodecimo of 240 pages, iudiciously adapted to common understand inn. 
t -would be a valuable addition to our high schools. "~^i7of/y .idtecm. 



THE 

ELEMENTS OP POLITICAL ECONOMY. 

BT FBANCIS WATLAND, D. D. 

Tenth T?toi*aand, 

tC3r This work it adopted as a text-book in manjf of our primeip<Ml 
Colleget, and has an extenaive oale. 

Extract from the Preface. 

" His object has been to write a book, which any one who choows may 

underdtandf. He has. therefore, labored to exprew the general principles 

in the plainest manner possiMe, and to illustrate them by caaee with 

which every person is familiar. It' has been to the author a source of re* 

f;ret, that the course of discussion in the following pa^ea, has unavoitehly 
ed him orer ground which has frequently been the arena of political con- 
troversy. In all such cases, he has eadMivor«d to stale what seemed v* 
him to be truth, without fear, favor, or affection. He is conecious to 
himMlf of no bias towards any party whatever, and he thinks that he who 
will read the whole work, will be convinced that he baa been iafloence^ 
by noae." 

THE ELEMENTS OF 

POLITICAL ECONOMY, ABRIDGED. 

ADAPTED TO THE USE OF SCHOOLS AHD ACADEMIES. 

rifth Thousand. 

The BueceBo which has attended the abridgment of^* ThB Elemenid- 
of Moral Science,** has induct the author to prepare the following 
abridgment of '* The Elements of Political Economy.** In this ease, ' 
as in the other, the work has been wholly re-written, amd an tUtemj^ ha§t 
been made to adapt it to thecUtain$me»ts of youth. 

"The original work of the author, on Political Economy, has already 
been noticed on our pa?e8; and the present abridfmeut stands in no 
need of a recommendation from us. We may be permitted, however, 
to say, thit both the rising and risen generatioae are deeifly indebted to 
Dr. wayland, for the skill and power he has put forth to brinf a highly 
impartant subject distinctly before them, within soeh narrow limita. 
Tho\igh "abridged for the use of academies," it deserves to be introdncod 
into every private family, and to be stvdied by eveij man wha has sat 
i Aterest in the wealth and prosperity of his country. It is a sobject litUo 
understood, even practically, by thousemds, and still less understood thsor 
retically. It is to be hoped, this will form a class book, and be faithfully 
studied in our academies; and that it will find its way into every family 
library; not there to be shut up unread, but to afford rich material fas 
thought and discussion in the family circle. It is fitted to enlarge tho 
mind, to purify the judgment, to correct erroneous popular impressions, 
and assist every man in forming opinions of puUic measures, which wilt 
abide the test of time and experience." — Boston Recorder. 

"An abridgment of this clear, common sense work, designed for tho 
use of academies, is just published. We rejoice to see such treatises 
spreading among the people: and we urge all who would be intelllgont 
freemen, to read them."— JVets York Tranaeripl. 

" We can say, with safety, that the topics are well selected and ar- 
ranged ; that the author's name is a guarantee for more than usual excel- 
lence. We wish it an extensive circulation." — New York Observer, 

"It is welladapted to high schools, and embraces the soundest svstemcf 
ropa!]iiican Political Economy of any iT9iil\m exuaV-^JDailjfAdvMf^ 



ClASg BOOK OP MTFRAl THEOLOQT; 

Or, the Teatimony of Nature to the Being, Perfections, and Ctovemment 

ofCkkL By Rev. Hbnrt Fbrous. Revised, enlarged, and adapted 

to Pazton's Ulnstrations; with Notes, selected and original, 

Biographical Notices, ^nd a Vocabulary of Scientific 

Tenas. By Be?. Charlbs Hxmet Aldbm, A. M., 

Principal of the Philadelphia High School 

Ibf Toiing Ladies; Third edition, 

" We are glad to see this work of Fergus brought before the imblic witb 
aduantages fikely to engage attention, and sure te promote it^ usefulnesa. 
We are especially pleased, that this has been done by one whose reputation 
and devotion in the cause of female education will be a siifiicient recoai- 
■mndation of it to those wiumylt seems to have been his particular desig* 
' t^ benefit. A growing attention to this branch of education, and consid-^ 
inMe improvements in it, have of late appeared. The book, as now pre- 
sented, is better fitted lor a class-book on natural theology, than any with 
which we are acquainted. . Tlie style of it is iree and easy, yet concise, 
and wittul exceedingly chaste and classical, — the production of a well-dis- 
ciplined, well-stored, and pure mind. The author treats of the origin of 
the world, the evidences of design in nature, i.he perfections of the fieity. 
These, and bis various topics, are illustrated by Pazton's admirable plates, 
heretoforojmblislied in connection with Dr. Paifey's work on th« sam* 
subject. These, together with the notes and explanations of the Anericaa 
editor, are important additions, and -contain much valuable information. 
BSesid^ these, there is inserted a lecture by Or. Mitchell, of Philadelphia, 
OB "U)A wisdom of 6kid in the formation of water." which Is coneonaiil 
with the general spirit of the work, and aboupda m wise and happy r«- 
fiactioos.''~-J?j»ecopa/ Recorder. 

"The general plan of the work is excellent, and the details, so fiur as w* 
can judge, are good. We take a delight in running our eye over such m 
work as this; it reconciles us with our lot, snd vindicates "the nays of 
God to man." It serves to awaken curiosity in the young student, to 
extend and gratify inquiry,. and to lead him from the objects of creaiioB 
around him, "to him in whom we live and move, and have our beiug.'* 
It is a most admirable study for schools'. ' The proper study of mankind 
SsnuuA.'"— Cr. S. Gazette. 

*' We do not hesitate to pronounce the work one of the best class books 
wo have examined. It must l»ve an extenislve atAe.^—JoumtU of BelUm 
Lettrea, % 



THOUGHTS 

OR THE PRESENT COLLEGIATE SYSTEM IN THE U. 8. 

BT FRANCIS WATLAND, D. D. 

"These Thoughts come from a source entitled to very respectful atten- 
tion ; and as the author goes over the whole ground of collpgiatr edur«tio», 
criticising freely all the arrangements in every ilepanment snd in all their 
bearinirs. the boolc if> very full of matter. We hope it will prove the begin- 
ning of a thorough discussion it is a notic<>able fact, that none, or next 
to none, of the reforms that have berii attrnipted in Fcne oi <>ur roll«>ges 
within fifteen or twenty years, have succeeded. Yet the public miLd Is 
Bot very easy on the subject ; Dr. Wayland is not satisfied ; snd the aaiDds 
•f sllMr fSDtlsBieii similarly situatecf, are in like position.'* 
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YOUNG LADIES' CLASS BOOK; 

A Selectioa of Lessoiui for Reidinf in Proae and y«rw.* 

By Ebbmbzbb Bailbt, A. M., Principal of 

the Toung Ladies' High School, Boston. 

T\oeni^third Stenotic EdMon. 

From the Principals •/the Public SchooUfor Ftmaleat Botton, 
" OaifTLBMSir : — We hare examined the Yoaog Ladies' Class Book 
with interest and pleasure; with interest, because we ha?e felt the want 
of a Reading Book expressljr designed for the use of females; and with 
pleasure, because we hare found it well adapted to supply the deficiency. 
In the selections for a Reader designed for boys, the ekxj^uence of the bar, 
the pulpit, and the forum, may be laid under heary contribution ; but such 
selections, we conceive, are out of place in a book designed for females. 
We have been pleased, therefore, to obaerve, that in the Young Ladies' 
Class Book such pieces are rare. The high-toned morality, the freedom 
fivm sectarianism, the taste, richness, and adaptixtion of the seleetiMih,''- 
aUed to the neatness of iUr external appearance, mustcoromsiid it to aik 
while the practical teacher will not &il to observe that diversity of styla, 
together with those peculiar points, the want of which, few, who hattt - 
not felt, know how to supply. Respectfully yours, 

Abraham Amdrbiwb, 
COASLBS Foz, 
Baritum Fibld, 
R O. Pasxbr. 

From the Principal of the Mount Vernon School, Boston, 

*' I have examined with much interest the Young Ladies' Glass Book, 
by Mr. Bailey, and have been very highly pleased with Its contents. U 
Is my intention to introduce it into my own school, as I regard It as not 
only remarkably well fitted to answer its particular object as a book of 
exercises in the art of elocution, but as calculated to Have an influeQC« 
upon the character and conduct, which will be in every respect fitvoraUa, 

Jacob Abbott. 

From the Principal of Franklin Seminarv. NewMarkei, N, H. . 
"I have examined with much satiafection the Young Ladies' Class "Bodk^ 
by Mr. Bailey, and consider it the best work of the kind extant. Socb-a 
work has long been a desideratum, and I am hai^y that it Is eo Ailly mei. 
in the present work; the happy and judicious selections, indicau tha 
chaste spirit which has so long ffistinguished its author, both as a teaclMr 
and a scholar. I earnestly desire that it may have a universal patrona^. 
I have-selectad it for my school. In preference to ail others. 

Yours, with esteem, Amasa Buck. 

** The reading books prepared for academic uBe, are often aneattable for 
females: They contain pieces too masculine, too martial, too abstract and 
erudite, and too little adnpted to the delicacy of the female taste. We aVe 
glad, therefore, to perceive tluit an attempt has been made to supply tha 
deficiency ; and we believe that the task has been feithfuUy and success- 
fuUy accomplished. The selections are judicious and chaste; and so^far 
as they have any moral bearing, appear to be unexceptionable.— jBkftto»> 
tion Bqtorter, 

** We were never so struck with the Importance of having reading books 
for female schools, adapted particularly to that express purpose, as while 
looking Over the pa^es of thi4 selection. The eminent success of the i 



piier ia teaching this branch, to which we can personally bear testimony, 
IS :iu(IiM4nt evidanoe of the character of the work, considered as a selee* 
tlon of lessons In elocution: they are. In general, admirably adapted to 
cultivate the amiable and gentle traits of the female character, aB wtR *i 
to elovate and imprav^ tl|a«hil"— itimafo ^fSiutmiun, ' 

I* « 
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ltt)ilAT^ ANTiaUITlJES 

Air]> 

ANCIENT MYTHOLOGY. 

By C. K. imXA^Alr, A. M., 

Ltt« PrloeliMa It (he Boatqn FuUie Latin ScImqL . 

' !llU9ti&ted l^ elegant fiBcrevinga. . 

Sixth tdUion, improved* 

iCi Thtework la rapidly coming into uae aU OTer onr countrj; it \m 
idrtjady introdoced into most of our High Schoole and Aeadeartea, and 
mukj 6f om Colleges. A new and beantifnl edition has just beeb 
pablished. 

JFVem the Boston Bdueation Beportei: 

"Tlie want of a cheap volame, embracing a auceinfit accoant of ancient 
enatoms, together with a view of classical niyt,hcHogy, has long been felt. 
To the atuilentof a language, some knowledge of the manners, habits, and 
leligioas feelings of the people whose langoage is studied, is indispensablj 
requisite* This knbwietljpe is seldom to be obtained without traioua re* 
aeahsh or laliorlous investigation. Mr. Dillaway 'a book seems to Iwre been 
pieiMured with special reference to the wants oCthoee who are jnatantfriai^ 
upon a daosical career; and we deem It but a simple act of Justice, to 



that it rappli« tlie want, which, as we bare before said,ba8 lone haan lalt. 
IsK a auMiU dubdecimo, of about one hundred and fifty pages, he concen- 
trates the most valuable and interesting particulars relatmv to Roman 
antiquity; together with as full an account of heathen mythology ae ia 
generally needed in our highest seminaries. A peculiar merit of this com« 
pilation,and one which will gain it admission into our highly respectable 
Jhmait seminaries, is the total absence of all allusion, even the mocit re- 
oiote, to the disgusting obscenities of ancient mythologv ; while, at the 
.aame time, nothing is omitted which a pure mind would feel interested t« 
Juiow. We recommend the book as a valuable addition to the treatisea la 
our schools and acadetuiee." 

Prom Ebenezer BaUey, Principal of the Young Ladies* Bigh School, 

Boston. 

" Having used DiUaway^s Roman Antiquities and Ancient Jlifytk9i9gw 
In my school for several years. I commend It to teachers, with great oonfi* 
dencei, as a valuable text-book on those interesting branches of educatioo. 

E. Bailbt. 

" We well remember, in the davs of our pupilage, how unpopniar aa a 
•tudy was the volume of Roman Antiquities introduced in the academle 
course. It wearied on account of its prolixity, filling a thick octavo, and 
was the prescribed task each afternoon fbr a long three montlia. It waa 
reeerved for one of our Boston Instructers toap|:dy the condensing appara* 
tiie to this mass of crudities, and so to modemixe the antiovittes of tlia 
old Romans, as to make a befitting abridgment for schools of the first order. 
Mr. Dillaway has presented 8uch a compilation as must be inleresllng to 
lads, and become popular as a text-book. Hixtoricai facts are stated with 
great aimplicity and blearnese; the must important, points are aelacdapaei, 
irbUa triung paanUariUavare yaaaid wiW9t\t*A^**^-AmmimH Trumdim^^ 



BLAKE'S FIRST BOOK IN ASTRONOMY. 

Doaigned lor the Use of Common Schools. B7 Rev. J. L. Blaxi^ D. D. 

intutrated by Steel-Plate Engnrlnfra, 

From E, Hinckley^ Prof, of MathematicB in Maryland Vnivertity, 

" I am much indebted to you for a copy of tlie First Boole in Astronomy. 
It is a work of utility and merit, fiur superior to any other which I hare 
seen. The autlwr has sdected his topics with great judgment,— arranged 
tliem in admirable order,— exhibited them in a style and manner at oneo 
tasteful and phlloac^hical. Nothing seems wanting,— nothing redtindsnt. 
It ia truly a very beautiful and attractive book, calculated to afford both 
pleasure and profit to all who may enjoy the advantage of perusing It. 

E HiNCKLBT. 

JFVom B. Fitid^ Principal of the Saneoek School, Botton, 

" I know of no other work on Astronomy, so well calculated to Intefeet 
and instruct young learners iu this sublime science." 

From Jamea F, Gould, A, M. Principal of the High School for Young 

Ladiea, Baltimore, Md. 

*' I shall introduce your First Book in Astronomy into my Academy ia 
September. I consider it decidedly superior to any elementary work oiT 
the kind I have ever seen. Jahbs F. Qoold. 

From Isaac Foster^ Jnstrueter cf Youth^ Portland^ 

"I have examined Blake's First Book in Astronomy, and am muc^ 
pleased with it. A very happy selection of topics Is presented In a manner 
Which cannot fail to Interest the learner, while the questions will assist 
him maierially in fixing in the memory what ought to be retained. It 
leaves the most intricate parts of the subject for those who are able to 
master them, and brings before the young pupil only what can be made 
inteiiigible and Interesting to him. Isaac Foster. 

"The illustrations, both pictorial and verbal, are admirably intelligible | 
and the definitions are such to to be easily comprehended by juvenile 
scholars. The author has interwoven with his scientific inatructions 
much interesting historical information, and contrived.to dress his phi- 
losophy in a garb truly attractive."— .Y. Y. Daily JEvehing Journal, 

'* We are free to say, that it is, in our opinion, decidedly the best work 
we have any knowledge of, on the 'sublime and interesting subject of 
Astronomy. The engravings are executed in a superior style, and the 
median ical appearance of the bdok is extremely prepossessing. The 
knowledge imparted Is in lauTOage at Once chaste, elegant and simple^— • 
adapted te the comprehension of thone for whom ft Is designed; The 
sebject'mniter ia selected with great judgment, and evinces uncommoii 
industry and research. We earnestly hope that parents and teachers wItt 
examine and judge for themselves, as we feel confident they will coincide 
with us in opinion. We only tiope the circulation of the work will be 
commensurate with its merits." — Boston Evening Gazette, 

"We do not hesitate to recommend it to the notice of. the superintend- 
hig committees, teachers, tod pupils of our public schools." — Stats £^ 
aid, Portsmouth, N. H. . * 

'* This neat and prepossessing little volume comprehend all the requlb' 
sites of a good book,— such a book as may safely be put into the hands of 
children with advantage. The diction is chaste. and. puve, theenbje(Bl 
i&atter selected with giteet judgmeolt and the langtn^e la peeuliailjF 
adapted to the.eompreheoelon of the yenyr mAssA, 'The imroaeetieiD of 
it into oiir iehools generally, will, we believe, eesentlally ptomote the 
canae of odocation. "—Abco jMper. 

- 7 



1 






BLAKE'S NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 

▲ NEW EDITION, BNLA&GED. 

Being CoinTerMttions on Philosophy, with the addition of Ezplanatoiy 
Notes, Quetitiona for Examination, and a Dictionary of Philo- 
sophical Terms. With Twenty-eight steel engravings. 
By the Rer. J. L. Blakb, B. 0. 

lO* Perhaps no work has contributed so much as this to Mccite a fond- 
Baas for the study of Naturalr Philosophy in youthful minds. TIm familiar 
eomparisona with which it abounds, awaken interest, and riTet the atten- 
thm of the pupil. It Is introduced, with great success, into the public 
■ehools in fiosioa. 

From Rev, J. Adanu, Prea. of Ckarleaton doUege, S. O. 

"I liare been highly gratified with ihe perusal of ^our edition of Oon- 
rersations on Natural Philosophy. The Questions, Notes, and Explana- 
tions of Terms, are valuable additions to the work, and make this edition 
superior to any other with which 1 am acquainted. I shall lecomnMnd \%. 
wherever I have an opportunity." 

" We a^ail ourselves of the opportunity furnished ns by the puUication 
of a new edition of this deservedly popular work, to recommend it, not 
only to those instructors who may not already have adopted it, but also 
generally to all readers who are desirous of obtaining information on tba 
subjects on which it treats. By Questions arranged at the botUMn of the 
pages, in which the collateral facts are arranged, he directs the attention 
of the learner to the principal topics. Mr. Blake has also added many 
Notes, which illustrate the passages to which they are appended, .and tlie 
Bictionary of Philosophical Terms \ft a useful addition.— C7. 8, Lit, CSter. 



PALEY'S NATURAL THEOLOGY; 

Dlustrated by forty Plates, and Selections from the Notes of Or. PAztom. 
With additional Notes, original and selected, fbr this edition; 
With a Vocabulary of Scientific terms. . 
Edited by John Warb, M. P. 

" The work before us is one which deserves rather to be studied, than 
merely read. Indeed, without diligent attention and study, neither the 
excellences of it can be fully discovered, nor its advantages realized. It 
is therefore gratifying to find it introduced, as a text-book, into tliecoUMee 
and literary institutions of our country. The edition before us is superior 
to any we nave seen, and, we believe, superior to any that has yet been 
published." — Spirit of the Pilgrims. 

" Perhaps no one of our author's works gives greater satisfaction to all 
classes of readers, the young, and the old, the ignorant, and the enlighlen> 
ed. Indeed, we recollect no book in which the arguments for the existence 
and attributes of the Supreme Being, to be drawn from his worke. are 
•xhibijted in a manner more attractive and more convincing."— CArithajt 
Examiner. 

" We hail the appearance of Paley's Theology with unfeigned pleasure. I 

No man is an atheist at ttff reading the work. Infidelity changes Its char- 
acter, and becomes downright and wilful opposition to the truth, after it 1 

has gone over the pages before us. We recommend to all young men who I 

may see this article, to procure a copy of it forthwith; we advise parente 
to prociue ii for theiF sons and for tneir daaghten."»7VMi^pel. 
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CIASSICAL STUDIES. 

ESSAYS ON ANCIENT LITERATURE AND ART. 

With the Biography and Correspondence of eminent Philologlsta. 

By Barnas Sbars, President Newton Theol. Institution, 

B.B.Edwards, Prof. Andorer Theol. Seminary, and 

C. C. Frlton, Prof.Harrard University. 

"This elegant boolc is worthy of a more extended notice than our IfinlUi 
at present wtil permit us to give it. Great labor and care have been be- 
stowed upon its typographical execution, which does honor to the Ameri- 
can press. It is one of the rare beauties of the page, that not a word i§ 
divided at the end of a line The mechanicad part of the woric, however, 
is its least praise. It is unique in its character. — standing alone amonf 
the innumerable boohrs of this book-making age. The authors well deserve 
the thanks of the cultivated and disciplined portion of the community, for 
the service which, by this publication, they have done to the cause of 
letters. Amid the tide of influences which arecalculaled to deteriorate our 
literature, and degrade the standard of taste and learning, we feel under 

freat obligntions to those who endeavor to restore the authority of ac- 
nowledged models, to set up barriers against the sweeping flood of wortl»> 
less literature, wHich is spreading far and wide its evil results, and coa> 
corning which our chief consolation is, that it is likely to be as transitory 
as it is deleterious. The book isa plea for classicallearning. While its fine 
introduction and some of the essavs directly avow this design, the corre* 
spondence of literary men which it contains* aims indirectly at the same 
result. The book is of a high order, and worthy of the attentive perusal of 
every scholar. It is a noble monument to the taste, and judgment, and 
sound learning of the projectors, ^nd ijrill yield, we doubt not, a rich har* 
vest of fame to themselves, and of benefit to our literature." — Chr. Rev, 

"This volume is no common-place production. It is truly relVeshing, 
when we are obliged from week to weex to look through the mass of books 
which increases upon our table, many of which are extremely attenuated 
in thought and jejune in style, to find somethins which carries us back 
to the pure and invigorating influence of the master minds of antiquity. 
' The gentlemen who have produced this volume deserve the cordial thanka 
of the literary world.*'— iveto England Puritan. 

** This book will do good in our colleg es. Every student will want a 
copy, and many will be stimulated by its perusal to a more vigoroue an4 
enthusiastic pursuit of that higher and more solid learning, which alone 
deserves to be called ' classical.' The recent tendencies have been to the 
neglect of this, and we rejoice in this timely effort of minds so well quali- 
fied for such a work." — Xti/leetor, 

"The object of the accomplished gentlemen who have engaged In tti 
preparation has been, to foster and extend amonr educated men, in this 
country, the already growing interest hi classical studies. The deeign la 
a noble and generous one, and has been executed with a taste and tood 
sense, that do honor both to the writers and the publishers. The book 
i* one which deservea a place in the library of every educated' man. To 
those now engaged in classical study it cannot fhil to be highly useful, 
while to the more advanced scholar it will open new sources of interest 
and deligiit in the unlbrgotten pursuits of his earlier days."— Prer. Jour, 

** The work has been prepared by three gentlemen connected with as 
many different institutions, who seem to have entered upon and executed 
their labor eon amore It is a beautiful example of the attractive force of 
elegant and useful literature, overcoming the repelling elements of wifat 
are pr<>8umed to be different creeds. And the product in worthy of the 
sacrifice, if there have been one. It is an elegant and valuable tribute to 
the value of classical learning. An introductory essav leaves a deep im* 
preaaion of the worth and «ae of eIa«!cal«ttidtte."*--Fertteii4 JIUmt, 
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GESENIUS' HEBREW GMMMAE, 

Translated from the fileveath German Edition. By T. J. CoifJiiiT, Prof. 

of Hebrew and of Biblical Criticism and taterpretatton in the 

Theol. Institution at Hamilton, N. Y. Witli a Course of 

Uzercisee in Hebrew Grammar, and a Hebrew Chres* 

tomathy, prepared by the Translator. 

Third Edition. 

XtJrSj^eeial reference haa been had in the arrangement, illustrcUimu, 
the addition of the Course of Bxerwea, the Chre»totnalhjf,Sfc. , to cuiopt 
it to the toants of those mho may toieh to pursue the study of Hebrtw 
without the aid of a teacher. 

Prof. Stuart in an article in tlie Biblical Repository, says :— " With each 
effbrts, — such unremitted, unwearied, energetic etfurts, — what are we to 
expact from such a man as Qaseniua? Has he talent, judgment, tact, as 
a philologist? Read his wortc on Isaiah; compare his Hebrew Grammar 
with theothergrammarAof the Hebrew which Germany has yet produced; 
read and compare any twenty, or even ten articles on any of the difllciilt 
and imparunt words in the Hebrew, with the same in Buxtorff, CocceiiM, 
Stockins, Bichhorn's Simonis, Winer, even (Parlctiurst, I cannot aoo« 
name), and then say whether Gesenius, as a Hebrew philologer, tias talents, 
tact, and judgment Nothing but rival feelings, or prejudice, or antipathy 
to his theological sentiments, can prevent a unity of answer." 

From the Hon, Edward Everett. 
GsNTLBMBN,— I am greatly indebted to you for a beautiful copy of th« 
translation of (ieaenius's Hebrew Grammar, by Prof Conant. The remitni* 
tion of the original is beyond the necessity of any testitnonials, and 1 doubt 
not, from the character of Prof. Conant, that the translation deserres the 
favorable reception which, I am happy to see, it has met with. As a spa- 
cimen of typography, the work dues great Credit to your press. 

Your obliged friend and servant, Edwakd Evbbbtt. 

" The woric of Gesenius requires no eulogy from us: nor is this the place 
to enter into a detailed examination of hi's theoretical views or practical 
exposition of the structure of the language; but we concur witli iha 
translator in considering that, as a philosophical arrangement and ex- 
planation of its grammatical phenomena, it has no equal; and that it is 
particularly distinguished by a chaste simplicity, and attractive clearness 
of method, — qualities which not only imply a correct taste and logical 
understanding, but evince, also, a thorough mastery of the subject. 
Professor Conant has remiered a substantial service to the cause of biblical 
learning, and done honor to the important denomination of which he is a 
member. Besides executing with excellent fidelity and good judgment 
his translation of the Grammar of the great Hebraist of the age, he has 
some useful additions of his own, and has, in numerous instances, cor- 
rected mistakes of a too common class, which, if they give little troub^ 
to some readers, are the worst annoyance to others,-— that of errors In 
reference. He has also made adJitlons of a very judicious as well as moral 
character, in a series of grammatical Exercises. The typographical exe- 
cution is in the best style of the Cambridge university printers. The 
letterpress is beautiful, and all but immaculate." — N. A. Revieuf. 

" Professor Conant has executed his task with great ability. He does 
not appear merely in the character of a translator: the Chrestomathy and 
Exercises prepared by him form a very valuable addition to the work. 
The latter, especially, are prepared with great skill and ability, in such a 
way as to lead the student forwird, step by step, making him thoroughly 
familiar with each point as he advances. One other point of extreme im- 
portance in such a work, we must not fail to notice, — the correct ne<8 of i he 
printing. And when we add that the typography,— at least the Knglish 
part of it, — is as beautiful as it is correct, we have SHid as much aa Is 
Dac«faary to cffconuoend the book to all atudaaU of Hf brew."— iSecorijer* 
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THE FOUR GOSPELS, WITH NOTES. 

Chiefljr Explanatory; intended principally for Sabbath School Teachen 

and Bible Classes, and as an Aid to Family Instractioa. 

By Hbnrt J. KiPLBT, Prof, of Sacred Rhetoric 

and Pastoral Duties, Newton TheoMns. 

Seventh Edition. 

tC3r This work should be in the hands of every student of the Bible;- 
especially every Sabbath school and Bible class teacher. It is prepaied 
with special reference to tliis class of persons, and contains amass ol just 
the kind of information wanted. 

''The undersigned, having examined Professor Ripley's Notes on the 
GospeU, can recommend tiiem with confidence to all who need such helps 
In the study of the sacred Scriptures. Those passages which all can 
understand are left ' without note or comment,' and the 'principal labor 
Is devoted to the explanation of such parts as need to be explained and 
rescued from the perversions of errorists, both the ignorant and the learned. 
The practical suf gesiions at the close of each chapter, are not the least 
valuable portion of the work. Most cordially, for the sake of truth and 
righteousQdsd, do we wish for these Notes a wide'circalati»n. 

Baron Stow, R. H. Nbai.b, R. Turnbull, 
Daniel Sharp, J. W. Parkbr, N. Culvbr." 
Wm Haoub; R. W, Ci^shman, 

** Professor Ripley has given us a specimen of the right kind of Crm- 
mentary ; the Notes are more strictly explanatory than thnre of Sflr. 
Barnes; they occupy a smaller space; the Biyl**. though lesp pointed and 
vivacious, exhibits more sobriety; the pntici)tles of inierfreiBtirn »re 
more cautiously applied; and the explanations, particular^ on tha sub- 
ject of ba[!tisro, are more correct." — Christian Jxeriete. 

THE 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES, WITH NOTES. 

Chiefly Explanatory. Designed for Teachers in Babbath Schools 
and Bible Clatfses, and as an Aid to Family Instruction. 

By Prof. HSNRT J. Ripley. 

"The external appearance of this book, — the bindinsr and the printed 
page, — ' it is a pleasant thing for the eyes to behold.' On examining the 
contents, we are favorably impressed, first, by the wonderful perspicuity, 
simplicity, and comprehensiveness of the author's style; fecomliy. by the 
completeness and systematic arrangement of the work, in all its parts, 
the * remarks ' on each paragraph being carefully separated frrm tie ex- 
position; thirdly, by the correct theolngy, solid inMruction, and consistent 
•xplanations of difficult passages. The work cannot fail to be received 
with favor. These Notes are much more full than the Notes on the Goi^pels 
by the same author. A beautiful map accompanies them." — Rejector, 

**The steady and extensive sale of Ripley's Notes on the Gospels afford 
good reason to expect great popularity for the present work, ard an ac- 
quaintance with both will induce most readers to long for similar Notes on 
the Epistles."— Ai Y. Baptist Advocate, 

"For those who desire aid.in understanding and explaining this portion 
of Revelation, and who have po access to larger commentaries, we cordial- 
ly recommend this volume."— f oof >8< Rtcord, PfUla, 
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iBoths on Eop^^tis* 

THE , BAPTISMAL QUESTION ; 

GonUiaiag Mossn. Cooxb and Towma^s "Hiqta to an Enqvirar, on 
the aubject of Baptiam,"— a Review of the " Hinta/' by tb^ ' 
Ber. WlLUAic Hai}t», with a " Rejoinder,'' I17 
CooKB and Townb, and Mr. fUwnfB 
' Examination of tlw Rejoinder. 

BAPTISM ITS OWN WITNESS; 

Or, Reflections suggested by reading *' The Baptized Child." Bj Rot. 
Wh. HaouBi Pastor of Federal St. Baptist Church, Boston. ■ 



JEWETT ON BAPTISM. 

The Mode and Subjects of Baptism. By Milo P. Jbwmt, A. M., 

late professor in |llarietta College, and a licensed mlnlater 

of the Presbyterian church. 

Sixth Thousand.' 



CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 

An Examination of Stuart's Essay on Baptism. By H. J. RipLxr, 
Professor in Newton Theological Institution. 



PULLER'S DIALOGUES ON COMMUNION. 

Being a candid and able Discussion of Strict and Mixed Com* 

munion ; to which is added, Dr. Griffin's Letter on 

the subject, and a Review of the same, 

by Prof. H. J. Riplbt. 

Second Edition, 

Those Christians who have read the writings of the celebrated Mr. Rail 
on this subject, ought to do themselves the justice to peruse theoe cnn- 
▼ersationa by one of his church, the son of tlie late Andrew Fuller. The 
work is written in a manly style, and did not interrupt the aflfection 
which existed between Mr Hall and Mr Puller. This relation between 
the two writers gives much interest to the publication. One important 
trait in the Dialogue is, that Mr Fuller meets Mr. Hall arrayen in his 
o«vn language. As a controversial work it has few rivals, in regard either 
to Chrisiian spirit, or argumentative powers. The public are under ob- 
ligations to the editor. Rev. Peter Chase, for his notes, references, He, 
which enhance the value of tlie American edition. Prof Ripley's able 
Review of Dr. Griffin's letter, adds intrinsic worth to the book, which will 
over remain a standard volume on this important subject. 
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MY PROGRESS IN ERROR, 

AND RECOVERY TO TRUTH. 

Or, a Toub tbkovoh Univbrsausm , UmrARiANisM, and Sxjvticii||. 

Second Thouattnd, 

Extract of a letter from Prof. Stuart, Andover, 

"OnnLBiCBM:— I bare received a copj of ' My Prognae in Error,' aad 
read It with attention and mocti intereat. I take the liberty to aay, that 
in my judgmeot, the author of that boolc haa written a pdain and unvar- 
niched account of the operatione not only of hie own mind, hut of many 
others. The author haa gone through the wliole, withcmt personal aboae 
of any body, and without any slanderous insinuations. It seems to me, 
that what lie has said about the operations of Unitarian sentiments, ha 
has been compelled to say by a regard to truth. In fact, I regard the 
book as a remarkable example of prudent forbearance, as to stigmatialng 
either opponents or their sentiments. I predict it will be found foult 
with, and yiolently attacked. But in my humble opinion, the reason of 
this will be, that the author has drawn a true likeness of so many; and 
when this is held up to puUid view, it is no t a very pleasine portrait. 
Who likes to be seen in a forbidding picture? Tlie book will be read, 
notwithstanding newspaper criticism ; and if i do not miscalculate great* 
ly, it will aid much in opening the eyes of the public, as the workings and 
evasions of a skeptical spirit. Bid the author of it God ^jMed. 

" Your friend and obedient servant, M. Stuart." 

Opiniont of the Preoo, ^ 

"in many of the passages we almost fancied that the writer bad been 
sketching a history of our own ' progress in error,' so true is the history, 
and so similar the. feelings of those who are led away in the morning of 
life, into the dark and dreary path of religious error. We should be glad 
to have this boolc placed in the hands of every young man whose mind is 
unsettled upon the question of experimental religion, and especially of 
those who are trying to believe the doctrine of Universalism."— CAris- 
tian Secretary, 

" It is written in a bold and comprehensive style. We doubt not It 
will find numerous readers in the community, and may serve as a chart 
to guide others in the progress of life.'' — American Traveller. 

" We should be glad if a copy of the book could be put into the hands of 
every one whn is disposed to cavil at the truth, and embrace error." — 
Phil. Baptist Recorder. 

*' In this wwk the author gives an aflTecting account of his downward 
course through the bewildering mazes of Universalism. Unitarianism, &c., 
giving but a living picture of the ' progress of error' of very many, who 
are almost imperceptibly led on from one step to another, until they are 
lost in the fekrful labyrinth of infidelity. The author is candid i n his man* 
ner, and forcible in his reasoninrs, and at last informs us of his being 
brought to a knowledge of the truth."— .AT. H. Register. 

"The anonvmous author of this book informs us that this is not a 
hasty production, more than ten years having elapsed since the last lead* 
ing event which it records transpired; without his declaration, we might 
have thought it written as an offset to Mr. Brownson's Charles Ellwood. 
It is in fact a reliirious novel, and as such, is rather interesting. It was 
to us, for we read it through at one sitting."— Bos/on Courier. 

"It cannot be doubted that it is admirably adapted to a wide-spread 
circulation, and salutary influence. Great good will result from the dia* 
tribution of this woik.*'— Boston Recorder, 
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LIFE'jOF PHILIP MELANCTHON. 

COMPRISING Alf ACCOUNT OF THE REFORMATION. 
By F. A. Cox, D. D. L.L. D. 

"This Is a neat edition of a work, which has obtained In England a 

Ermanent reputation. The acquaintance, which many in this country 
▼e formed with its author, will induce them to read the book with in- 
creased interest. It is well written, in a style, which, though llowiiif 
•nd ornate. Is not turgid. It shows all the learning which i» appropriata 
to the subject, without an ofiensive display. The facts concerning Ma- 
lanethon ars detailed with clearness, and a lucid Tiew is presented of tte 
principal personages and events of the age. From no other book, within 
the same compass, could a better knowledge of the rise and progress of the 
Reformation be obtained. For this reason, as well as for the attractiwia 
which belong to the character of Melancthon, the book is valuabla."— 
Chrittian Review, 



ONESIMUS: 



OR, THE APOSTOLIC DIRECTION TO CHKISmAN MASTERS 

IN REFERENCE TO THEIR SLAVES. 

By Eyangbucus. 

"We are gikd to see this subject presented to the consideration of 
Christians, by itself, and without any reference to other questions that 
agitate the public mind; and we are glad that the writer has confined 
himself, in the argument, so closely to the law of love. The Essay is 
written with care, and in a kind and disiiassionaie spirit ; and although 
It cannot be expected to unite the minds of all parties either here or at 
the South, it is well calculated tn promote, wherever it is read, the mi- 
thor's object. — Vermont Chronicle. 

" It is written in an excellent spirit, with close logic, and severe per- 
spicuity, and is evidently from a practised pen."— Zton's Herald. 

" Its whole spirit and tendency are the opposite of the anti-slavery pub- 
lications, which have produced so much e\\V*— Princeton Review. 

MEMOIR OF ROGER WILLIAMS, 

The Founder of the State of Rhode Island. 

By Rev. James D. Knowles. 

"In perusing Prof. Knowles's Memoir of Ro?er Williams, the reader 
will find much of this beauty of history to which we have alluded, aa 
combined with biography. There were many noble traits of character 
in Mr. Williams, which rendered him the object of deserved admiration; 
such as his eminent piety, hia acts of humanity and justice towards the 
Indians, his unbending integrity in principle, &c.— but as that for which 
he is most peculiarly the object of our admiration, we select his un- 
shaken attachment to. and per^everins vindication of entire liberty of 
conscience in religious worship. IVIr. Williams was decided on this sub- 
ject The Holy Scriptures were the standard of his belief, and the au- 
thority which he recognized for the reeulailon of his conscience. The 
task of writing a memoir of Roger Williams was by no means inconsider- 
able. Professor Knowle^<, from a correct apprehension of the j>rinciple« 
ef religiotH lil>erty, was peculiarly the man to enter on this labor. We 
are pleased that he has completed it in an able manner, and eiven as ^11 
and correct a delineation of this srr'nt man as could probably have been 
given by any other author in Eur<»pe or America. The volume is a rich 
aciiuiniiion to the history of our country, ranking high in the cataltigua 
of our best works in American literature.*'— CAris^tan WcUchtnan, 
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LIWCOLWS 

. SABBATH SCHOOL CLASS BOOK. 

Comprising copious Exercises on the Sacred Scriptures. By E. Loxcolx. 
Revised and improved by aa eminent Clergyman 
^ and a Superintendent. 



The present edition has been thoroughly revised and enlarged by 
gentlemen well qualified for the task The book, in its present shape, Is 
one of the cheapest and most complete of the kind now in use. 

"Having examined your Sabbath Sclinol Class Book, it gives us pleasure 
to express our satisfaction with its design and execution. The great 
benefit which a zvtd class book accomplishes, consists in guiding the 
mind of the scholar in the study of his lesson, and in suggesting topics 
of conversation to the teacher. To this end we think your work is well 
adapted, having avoided, in a great decree, the evils of extreme redun* 
dance or conciseness. Wii. Haoub, H. Mal<x)M, 

L. BoLLBs, Baron Stow." 

E. Thrbshbr, 



LINCOLN'S SCRIPTURE QUESTIONS. 

With the Answers annexed, giving, in the language of the Sacred Volume^ 

interesting portions of the History, and a concise View of the 

Doctrines and Duties exhibited in the Bible. 

Where Bibles cannot be furnished to each scholar, the Scripture Ques* 
tions may be used with coilvenience, as the answers are printed. 



MALCOM'S BIBLE DICTIONARY. 

A Dictionary of the most important Names, Objects, and Terms, found in 

the Holy Scriptures; intended principally for Sunday School 

Teachers and Bible Classes. By H. Malcov, A. M. 

Illustrated by thirty-nine Engravings on 

Wood, and a Map of Palestine. 

From f Ae Minutea of the Vermont State Convention, 

"Tour Committee earnestly recommend Malcom's BiUe Dictionary, 
the worth of which every lover of the Bible will feel, and the low price of 
which places it within the reach of all.'' 

Prom the Minu/ee of the Boeton Aaaociation. 

"Believing that the advantages of Sabbath School and Bible Class In- 
struction depend greatly on the iDtelli^ence of their teachers, and that 
the extended circulation of Malcom's Bible Dictionary would conduce to 
their better qualification, Reeolved, That this work be recommended to 
the patronage of the friends of early religious instnictioQ*" 
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HAGUfi'S GUIDE TO CONVERSATION 

ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

Designed for the Use of Bible Classes and Sabbath ScbooUi. 

Vol. I, Matthew,— Vnl. II, John. 

By Rev. Wvjaam Hague. 

The object of this work is ttDO-f old c—let. To facilitate the efforts of 
the teachers in Communicating instruction to their classes:— 2d. To ex- 
cite a spirit of inquiry among the classes themselves. To this end, such 
questions are aslced as are t^apled to lead the mind to think, and only 
such as the scholar, with the Bible in his hand, may be expected to 
UMWfit, by the aid of hie own reflecting powers. The questfone are in- 
terspersed with familiar remarlcs, which are designed to convey to the 
scholar such information as may not he within bis reach and aleo to 
keep up a eontinuoua conversation between the teacher and the class. 

THE SAINT'S EVERLASTING REST. • 

By tlie Rer. Richabd Baxter. 

From Rev. Dr. Wayland, President o/Broton Univeraity, 
"I am gratified to perceive tliat you have published a handsome edition of 
Baxter's Saint's liest. Of the value of the work itself it is superfluous to 
speak. It has few equals in any language. The ordinary copies are pal* 
{Ably beneath the value of the work." 

THE IMITATION OF CHRIST. 

In Three Books. By Thomas a Kbkpis. With an Introductory Essay, 
by Tbomas Chalmers, of Glasgow. A new edition. 
Edited by Rev. Howard Malcom. 

This work has, for three hundred years, been esteemed one of the best 
practical books in existence, and has gene through a vast number of 
editions, not only in the original Latin, but in every language of Kurope. 
Dr. Payson, of Portland, warmly recommended it, in a letter to a young 
clergyman. That the benefit of the work may be universally enjoyed, 
the translation of Payne, which best agrees with the original, has been 
revised by Rev. Howard Malcom, and such retrenchments madoi as adapt 
it to general use. 

JAMES'S CHURCH-MEMBER'g GUIDE. 

With an Introductory Essay, by Rev. H. Wikblow. 

Edited by Rev. J. O. Choxtles. 

Wiahee for its universal eireulation are received by the PubliaherM 
from mintetere and brHhrtn in every section of the country, 

A. pastor writes, "I sincerely wish that every professor of religion In 
the land may possess this excellent manual. 1 am. anxious that every 
member of my church should possess it, and shall be happy to promote it« 
circulation siill more extensively." 

A gentleman in Virginia writes: **I wish every Christian to possess the 
Church-Member's Guide." 

"The spontancou.s effusion of our heart, on laying the book down, 
was,— may every church-member in our land soon poeeess this book, and 
be blessed with all the happiness which conformity to its evangelic sen- 
timents and directions is calculated to confer."— CAris/tsn Bwretary, 
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THE BEAUTIES OF COLLYER. 

Salectioas from the Theological Lectures of Rev. W. B. Colltbk, D. D. 

By Rev. J. O. Chouus. 

The merite of Dr. Collyer are thus noticed by an eminent reviewer— 
"Hie researches, his various learning, and accumulation of interesting 
facts, his presenting old and familiar truths in a new and striking man* 
ner, entitle him to rank high as a theological writer. His style is re* 
markably elegant and polished, and there is a rich vein of evangelical 
piety running through all his works." In making up the volume from 
so eminent an author, the editor has selected those parts which he sup- 
posed would create habits of thought in the Christian communHy, and 
present a volume well suited for thcCVhristian library. Indeed, this book 
contains a rich treasurs of truth upjn seventy subjects, for all classed of 
readers. It is well calculated to give youth a taste for reading, as it is to 
encourage the mature Christian in his course of duty, and to confirm his 
hopes of a happy immortality. 



SCRIPTURE NATURAL HISTORY. 

Containing a descriptive account of Quadrupeds, Birds, Fishes, Insects, 

Reptiles, Serpents, Plants, Trees, Minerals, Oems, and Precious 

Stones, mentioned in the Bible. By Wm . Cahpbmtbk, 

London ; with improvements. By G. D. Abbott. 

Illustrated by numerous engravings, 

also. Sketches of Palestine. 

■*'This is a very interesting volume to general readers of the Bibles 
Mr. Abbott has divested the work of its learned references, and adapted 
it to the comprehension of all. Mr. Carpenter compiled the work from 
the Natural History of the Rev. Dr. Harris, of Dorchester, Mass., and very 
ungenerously refused to acknowledge his obligations to the author, while 
he abused him for his want of orthodoxy. Mir. Abbott has ftiithfully ex* 
posed the piracy. We recommend the volume as one of great value." — 
American Quarterly Register, 



CAMPBELL & FENELON ON ELOQUENCE. 

Campbell's Lectures on Theology and Pulpit Eloquence, 

and Fenelon's Dialogues on Eloquence. 

Edited by Prof. H. J. Riplby. 



It has been the aim of the editor of this work to maks it more 
fitted to students in this countrv, and more profitable to those whose 
studies have not extended beyond their own language. And he considers 
that these Lectures inculcate the true mode in which the study of theology 
should be conducted. The excellence of Fenelon's Dialogues concerning 
Eloquence, their general agreement with the sentiments of Dr. Camp- 
bell's Lectures, and their more ample discussion of certain topics connect* 
ed with preaching, render their insertion in this volume quite appropriats. 
These dialogues Dr. Doddridge has called " incomparable dialogues on 
eloquence," which, he remarks, "majfGod put it into the hearts of our 
preachers often and attentively to read " This complete volume on elo< 
quence has been noticed by several periodicals, and recommended to all 
students who are preparing for the Cnristian ministry. 
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DAILY MANNA, 

FOR CHRISTIAN PILGRIMS. 

By Rer. Baron Stow, Pastor of the Baldwin Place Church, Boeton. 

VOr This work contains a text of Scripture for each day in the year, 
With an anidysis of iu contents, and a verse of poetry. 

" A perfect gem of a book, and full of gems from the mine that yields 
ihe purest and orightest that are found in the world,— every one that sees 
it will wish to have the volume." — N. Y. Observer, 

" This is one of the most beautiful, and beyond all doubt one of the most 
valuable, of those little books, that have been issued for the purpose of 
suggesting themes of daily meditation to Christians. A passage is fur- 
nished for each day In the year, and an appropriate dirision of the passage 
is suggested as the foundation of thought, to which is appended an appro- 
priave stanza." — Baptist Record, 

" It is a charming little YolwrnB,"— Boston Recorder, 



THE YOUNG COMMUNICANT: 

An Aid to the Right Understanding and Spiritual Improrement 

of the Lord's Supper. 

"A work of thia character has been much needed, especially by the 
young members of our churches." — Ch. Rejlector, 

"An exceedingly Interesting and instructive little volume."— CArtt- 
tian Watchman. • 



"A timely Utile volume, just when we needed it. We know of no 

5 resent to the young Christian more timely and valuable than this." — 
Tortoich Spectator. 

" A book of choice practical matter, a little gem." — Boston CultivcUor. 

THE CASKET OF FOUR JEWELS, 

FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS. 

Containing, Apollos— Growth in Grace—The Golden Censer— and the 

Christian Citizen. By John A. James, Jonathan Edwards, 

and John Harris, D. D. 

'•These Jewels are truly ' pearjs of great price,' compacted in a neat 
and beautiful casket. Spiritual Christians have cxan ined ihese jewels 
separately, and expressing high admiration of iheir individual precious- 
ness, have desired to possess them in a form less perishable and more 
worthy of their excellence."— iSTo/em Gazette, 
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THE BIBLE AND THE CLOSET; 

Or, how we maj read the Scriptaret with the most spiritual profit. 

By Thomas Watson. — and Secret Prayer successfully managed, 

By Sam UBL Lbb. Edited by Rev Joexr O. Choulbb. 

*'This class of pabiications supply tlie most strilcing deficiency in tht 
practical religiods literature of th» day. Here are rich views of seripiarti 
iliastraflon and of religious sentiment, buried in the tomee of the aiz- 
teenih and sorenteenth centuries, and it is a good serrice to the chui«li 
of the nineteenth to re>opea those mines. Our neophytes need it, and 
our ministerial corps may find models which can be most profitably imi* 
tated."~3fr. Kirira Letter, 



THE MARRIAGE RING; 

OR, HOW TO MAKE HOME HAPPY. 

From the writings of JoHir Abobll Jambs. 

"It is a precious little work, calculated alilce to improve the morals 
and promote the happiness of the domestic hearth." — Southern Whig. 

" A baautiful little volume, and composed of lessons of sound wlsdcun 
and useful instruction."— Bos/on Recorder. 

" This is a charming little keepnake which every young married couple 
ought to possess. It gives a most satisfying account of the nature and 
duties of married life. It makes * mutual attachment ' the indispensable 
basis of the marriage state, raising its eloquent little voice against any 
attempts to unite in marriage those who are influenced only by worldly 
motives, selfish aims, or considerations of woildly honor. We commend 
this little book to all young men and women who expect ever to be blest 
in marriage; and we wish the ministers who take it upon them to join 
these young men and women, would see that the uninitiated have in their 
possession this safe and useful Utile guide." — Norwich Spectator. 

LYRIC GEMS. 

A COLLECTION OF ORIGINAL AND SELECT SACRED POETRY". 

Edited by Rev. S. F. Smith. * 

THE CYPRESS WREATH: 

A BOOK OF CONSOLATION FOR THOSE WHO MOURN. 
Edited by Rev. Rttfus W. Gkibwolo. • 

THE POETRY OF LOVE, 

Edited by Rev. R. W Griswold. 

SELF-EXAMINATION : 

OR, PLAIN QUESTIONS FOR PROFESSORS OF RELIGION. 

By a Pastob. 
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A Nw mnm for EKioRAinB to the west. 

Bjr JoBR M. PscK| of Illinois. 

" We earnestly wish this roost excellent work was in the bands of those 
hundreds of Emigrants, who are now about town, and intend to ^o ' West.' 
The adrice and information contained in these three hundred and seren- 
ty-foor pages, are really invaluable, and if attended to, would save an im- 
mense amount of time, trouble, and last* not least, money. Th^ author 
may be depended upon ; having had every opportunity for gathering facta 
and knowledge on the subject.*'— iV. Y. Mnaenger, 

"The merits of the ' Guide for Emigrants,* published some years since, 
are well known. The present volume, however, contains many improve- 
ments on the former work, and embraces many additional facts in relation 
to the States and Territories lying in, and borderine on, the Great Valley 
of the Mississippi, which render it not only exceedingly valuable to the 
emigrant or man of business, who may be induced to visit that portion of 
the country, but all who are desirous of gaining information relative to the 
soil, climate, productions, and character and pursuits of the people who 
reside in the Great Valley."— JIfercan/i/e Journal, 



ESSAY ON THE DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 

By D. Van bb Wtnpbrssb, D. D. 

TRAVELS OF TRUE GODLINESS. 

By Rev. B. Ebach. A Memoir of his Life, by Howakd MalcoMi A. M. 

FEMALE SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 

With an Essay on what Christianity has done fur Women. 
By Rev. F. A. Cox. 

HELP TO ZION'S TRAVELLERS. 

By Rev. Robbrt Hall, with a Preface, by Rev. Dr. Rtlamd. 
Edited by Rev. J. A. Warnb. 

THE THEATRE. 

In its Influence upon Literature, Morals, and Religion. 
By Rev. R. Turnbull, 

THE PRINCIPLE OF CHRISTIAN UNION. 

By Rev. William Haoub. 
90 
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Probably no voriter of modem iimeo has bo much engaged the public 
nUnd eu Dr. ffarrie. All his teorke have been favorably received, es- 
tenoively reviewed, and both the style and spirit highly recommended, 

THE GREAT COMMISSION; 

The Christian Church constituted and charged to conrey the Gospel to 

the World. With an Introductory Eesaj* bjr 

Rey. Wm. R. Wiluam b, D. D. 

Fourth Thousand, 

THE GREAT TEACHER; 

Or, Characteristics of our Lord's Mi nistrj. With an Introdoctory 
Essay, by Hbmait Humphrbt, D. D. 

Ninih Thousand. 

MAMMON ; 

Or, Coretousness the Sin of the Christian Church. A Prize Essay. 

Seiventh Thousand, 

UNION ; 

Or, the Dirided Church made One. 
aeeond Thousamd. 

ZEBULON; 

Or, the Condition and Claims of Sailors. The Prize Essay, written for 

the British and Foreign Sailors' Society. American Edition. 

Edited by Rev. Wm. M. Roobes and D. M. Loan. 

Third Thousand, 

THE WITNESSING CHURCH; 

32mo, cloth. 

THE CHRISTIAN CITIZEN; 

Paper, gilt edges. 

THE GOLDEN CENSER; 

Or, a Visit to the House of Prayer. Paper, gilt edges. 
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COMPANION FOR THE PSALMIST. 

CoaUiniag Original Music, arranged for Hymns in "Tlie Paahniat," of 
peculiar character and metre ; and to most of whicli no 
tunes found in the collections now in use, are 
adapted. By N. D. Gould. 

THE SABBATH SCHOOL HARMONY. 

Containing appropriate Hymns and Music for Sabbat)i 

Scliools, Juvenile Singing Schools, and Family 

Devotion. By N. D. Gould. 

" The work before u« is got up.in a very convenient and attractive ibrm. 
It contains about fifty tunes, and seventy-five hymns. The music is most 
of it original, and of tliat style and character, which long experience in 
teaching has satisfied the author is best calculated to interest not only 
children, Init persons of maturer age. when learning to sing. The hymns 
appear to be selected with peculiar taste and care, and, for Sabbath School 
purposes, of such Tariety, as to require no other hymn boolc. We espe- 
cially commend this little work to the notice of Sabbath School teachers, 
iMlieving it to be the best work fot Sabbath Schools now hefyn the public." 

THE SACRED MINSTREL; 

A Collection of Church Music, consisting of Psalm and Hymn Tonee, 

Anthems, Sentences, Chants, &e., selected from the most 

popular productions of nearly one hundred 

different authors in this and other 

countries. By. N. D. Gould. 

NATIONAL CHURCH HARMONY, 

Containing Tunes calculated for Public Worship, Anthems and Select 
Pieces for Fasts, Thanksgivings, Christmas, Missionary 
Meetings, &c., &c. By N. D. Gould. 
New stereotype edition. 

WINCHELL'S WATTS. 

Enlarged, being an arrangement of all the Psalms and Hymns of 
Dr. Watts. With a Supplement. 

HYMNS FOR THE VESTRY & FIRESIDE. 

A choice Collection of about four hundred hymns. 

THE CHRISTIAN REVIEW. 

Quarterly. Edited by Rev. S. P. Smith. 

A few back volumes cap be had at reduced rates if applied for soon. 
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It haa been wellaaid, that ** to imbue men thoroughly with the mUeton- 
ary spirit, we mutt ticquaint them iiUimcUely with the mUeionary enter' 
priee?* The epirit ofmieeione eeems everywhere to be inereaeing. The 
circulation of printed doeumentef and* other like efforte^ are giving a 
new impetus to the cause, 

7%efollowing vmiuable worics contain Just the kind of information 
needed, Ztct every one purchase and read them. 

ORIGIN AND HISTORY OF MISSIONS; 

A Record of the Yoyages, Travels, Labors, and Successes of the • 
▼arious Missionaries who have been sent forth bj Protes- 
tant Societies to evangelize the Heathen. Compiled 
ftt>m authentic Documents. Forming a 
Complete Missionary Repository. 
Illustrated by numerous Engravings, made expressly for this work. 
By Rev. John O. Choulbs, A. M., and Rev Tbgii as Smith. 
Sixtii Edition. Enlarged and Improved. 

BBCOMIIBNDATIONS. 

From the Secretary of the Am. B. C F. Missions. 
'^It is the most comprehensive, and the best extant. It contains a riclr 
store of authentic fects, hiarhly important both to the minister and the 
private Christian. To the former, it will bean invaluable assistant in 
ni» preparations for the monthly concert and other missionary meetings; 
and in the family, it will furnish instructive and usefbl employment to 
the members, of different ages, in many an hour that otherwise might 
not be so profitably occupied. R. Andbbbon." 

From the Secretaries of the Am, Bap, Board of Foreign Missiono. 

*'The History of Missions, as its name denotes, is a narrative of the 
means and methods by which the gospel has been propagated in pagan 
lands, beginning with the earliest efTorts of the church, but presenting 
more at large the origin and progress of the principal missionary instl- 
tutions of the last and present centuries. Being derived from authentic 
sources, and fitted, by its happy selection of incidents, to cherish an 
Intelligent interest in the subjects of which it treats, we hope it will 
secure an extensive circulation. It is worihy of a place in every Chrie. 
tiau library. % Lucius Bollbs, Solomom Pbck." 

"The typographical execution of this worlc, in point of beauty and ele- 
gance, is not surpassed by any publication we have met with from the 
American press. The quarto form ia indeed rare, in this country, and 
perhaps in other countries, in the^e days of biblio-compression, whsn small 
pages and small type are used to accotnmodate the pur^^e at the expense* of 
the eyes. But here we have a nuble specimen of typography; a generous 
page, an ample margin, a clear, large type, double columns, the first glance 
at which charms the eye. and invites close attention to the merits of the 
book. When we have talcen up the volumes, we have laid thrm down 
again with reluctance, and onl v as constrained by necessity. They are 
rich; replete with instructive tacts and striking incidents, that will not 
fail to leave those impressions on the reader's mind, which a * good man ' 
loves to ch'^rish, and with which it must be the joy of his heart to live, 
and the delight of his soul to die. But it is not a mere repository of anec> 
dotes; it is a continuous and well-digested history, In the main, of all the 
operations of the several missionary societies in the world, from their 
commencement, about 1730,^ to the present l\me."—Boston Recorder. 
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THE GREAT COMMISSION. 

Or the Christian Church constituted and charged to conrey the Gospel to 

the World. By Rev. John Harris, D. D., author oi * Mammon,' 

'Oreat Teacher/ ftc. With an Introductory Essay, hj 

Wm. R. WiLUAXs, D. D., of New York. 

Fottrth Thouaattd. 

Si^-This work was written in consequence of the offer of a prize of two 
hundred guineas, by several prominent individuals in Scotland, .for the 
best essay on "The duty, privilege, and encouragement of Christians 
to send the gospel of salvation to the unenlightened nations uf the 
' earth.'^ The adjudicators (David Welsh, Ralph Wardlaw, Henry Hel- 
rllle, Jabez Bunting, Thomas S. Crisp) state *' tha.t farhftwo essaya 
were received^ and, after much deliberation, the essay of Dr. Harris was 
placed jfSrs/. They were influenced in their decision.by the sentiment, 
style, and comprehensiveness of the essay , ana by the general a^fiptation 
to the avowed object of the prize." 

'This work has received the highest commendation. 



MEMOIR OF ANN H. JUDSON, 

Late Missionary to Burmah, including a history of the American Baptist 

Mission in the Burman Empire. By Rev. Janes D. Rmowlbb. 

A new edition. With a continuation of the History 

down to the present year. 

" We are particularly gratified to perceive a new edition of the Me> 
rooirsof Mrs. Judson. She was an honor to our country — one of the 
most noble spirited of her sex. It cannot, therefore, be surprising, that 
80 many editions, and so many thousand copies of her life and adven* 
tures have been sold. The name — the long career of suffering — the self- 
sacrificing spirit of the retired country-girl, have spread over tite whole 
world; and the heroism of her apostleship and almost martyrdom, stands 
out a living and heavenly beacon fire, amid the dark midnight of ages, 
and human history and exploits. She was tlte first tcomafi who resolved 
to become a missionary to heathen countries." — American Traveller. 

**This is one of the most interesting pieces of female biography which 
has ever come uuder our notice. No quotation, which our limits allow, 
would do justice to the facts, and we must therefore refer our readers to 
the volume itself Ii ought to be immediately added to every familj 
library." — London Miacdlany. 



MEMOIR OF WM. CAREY, D. D. 

Forty Years a Missionary in India. By Eustacb Caret. With an 
Introductory Essay, by Francis Wayland, D. D. 
With a Lilceness. 

lI^"During the forty years which Dr. Carey labored in the missionary 
cau^se, he was instrumental in the publrcation of 212,000 volumes of the 
Scriptures in forty different languages, embracing the vernacular tongues 
of at least 27.000,000 of the human race, besides performing other labors, 
the enumeration of which would seem almost incredible. 
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M£MOIR OF 

GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN. 

Late Missionary to Burmah, containing much intelligence relative to 

the Burman Mission. By Rev. Alouzo Kino. A New Edition. 

With an Introductory Kssay, by a distinguished Clergyman. 

Embellished with a Likeness; a beautiful Vignette, 

representing the baptismal scene just before 

his death; and a drawing of his Tomb, 

talcen by Rev. H. Malcom. 

{I3~-Tn noticing the lamented death of Mr. Boardman, Mr. Judson, in 
one of hid letierd, thus speaks of his late worthy co- worker on the field 
of Burmah: "Onenf the brightest luminariesof Burmah is extinguished, 
— dear brother Boardman is gone to his eternal rest. He fell gliiriously at 
the head of his troops, in the arms of victory, — thirty-eight wild Karena 
having been brought into the camp of king Jesus since the beginning of 
the year, besides the thirty-two that were brought In during the two 
preceding year4. Disabled by wounds, he was obliged, through the whole 
last expedition, to be carried on a litter; but his presence was a host, 
and the Holy Spirit accompanied his dying whispers with almighty in- 
fluence. Such a death, next to that or martyrdom, must be glorious in 
the eyes of heaven. Well may he rest, assured, that a triumphal crown 
awaits him on the grrat day, and ' Well done, good and faithful Board- 
man, enter thou into the joy oT thy Lord."* 

From Rev. Baron Slou). 
"No one can read the Memoir of Boardman, without feeling that the 
religion of Christ is suited to purify the affections, exalt the purpo8e8,and 
give energy to the character. Mr. Boardman was a'man of rare excellence, 
and his bioj^rapher, by a just exhibition of that excellence, has rendered 
an important service, not only to the cAuse of Christian missions, but to 
the interest of personal godliness. Baron Stow." 

" The author had a fine opportunity^ for making an Interesting book ; and 
in the execution he has done ample justice, alike to himself and tQ his in- 
teresting subject. This memoir belongs to that class of books, which may 
be read with interest and profit by every one. It comprises so much of 
interesting history, so much of simple and pathetic narrative, so true to 
nature, and so much of correct moral and religious sentiment, that it can- 
not fail to interest persons of all ages and of every variety of taste. It 
should have a plate in every family library, and especially in all Sabbath 
school libraries."— CAris/tfln WeUchman. 



MAICOM'S TRAVELS IN SOUTH-EASTERN ASIA, , 

Embracing Hindustan, Malaya,Siam, and Chijia; with notices of numerouf 

missionary stations; and a full account of the Burman Empire; 

with Dissertations, Tables, &c. In two volumes, 

beautifully illustrated. Sixth edition. 

By Rev. Howard Malcom. 

tCJ"The work has received the highest commendntion from the press; 
and the best proof of the estimation in which it is regarded, is in the un- 
exampled sale of the work. Near pour thousand copies were sold within 
one year from its first appearance. In its mechanical execution it sur- 
passes any similar work ever attempted in this country. 
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THE KAEEN APOSTLE ; 

Or, Memoir of Ko Tbar-Btit, the flnt Karen conrert, with notices 

concemiaghir Nation. Witli mape and platee. Bj the 

Rer. Framcu Mason, Missionary. American 

edition. Edited by Prof. H. J. RiPX.Br, 

of Newton Theoi. Institution. 

Second J%ou$and, 



Tiiis is a worlc of thrilling interest, containing the historj of a 
remarlcable man, and giv^ing, also, much information respecting the 
Karen Mission, heretofore unknown in this country. It must be sought 
for, and read with aridity by those interested in this most interesting 
Mission. It gives an account, which must be attractive from its novel- 
ty, of a people that have been but little known and visited by mission- 
aries, till within a few years. The baptism of Ko-ThahByu, in 1828, 
was the beginning of the mission, and at the end of these twelve /ears, 
twelve hundred and seventy Karens are officially reported as members of 
the churches, in good standing. The mission has been carriied on pre- 
eminently by the Karens themselves, and there is no doubt, from much 
touching evidence contained in this volume, that they are a people pe- 
culiarly susceptible to religious impressions. The account of Mr. Mason 
must be interesting to every one. 

"Perhaps no nation, recently discovered, has attracted or deserved more 
general interest than the Karen. Ail will bie deliglited to read the memoir 
of one, who united with the common characteristics uf his countrymen 
such an extraordinary degree of zeal, ef perseverance, and success, in the 

{>ropagation of tlie trospel which he himself first received in faith and in 
ove." — Baptist Advocate, 

"It is a valuable addition to the volumes now multiplying, which bear 
testimony to the valuable character and results of the missionary work." 
•^Christian Intelligencer. 

•'This work will be read with interest, showing, as it does, the power of 
the gospel upon a degraded people, and the rich blessings it confers upon 
the heathen, both as it res|>eci8 this life and the life to come. Wliat can 
be more interedling to a Christian mind, than to see tiie darkness which, 
by nature, bnods over the human mind, dispelled by the light of the 
gospel, and a lienighted spirit guided to a world of eternal day. A etrik- 
iHg instance of this, the memoir presents. It al8o.showa how the go^i^l 
can raise up an individual from the depths of wretchedness and crime, 
ami make him. though possessed of small natural abilities, a rich blessing 
to his fellow men." — Vermont Chronicle. 

"It is an interesting little volume, and gives a vivid picture of the 
influence of the Christian religion in taming, subduing, and elevating a 
rough and darkened mind. The historical notices oi the Karen people we 
have read with pleasure." — Bangor Courier. 

"This volume abounds in that kind of interest which belongs to per- 
sonal ntrrative; and the effect of good teaching upon ' new minda,' is ad- 
mirably illudtrated."~PAt/a(2e^;)^ U. S. Gazette. 
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"A CHURCH WITHOUT A BLSHOP." 
THS 

APOSTOLICAL AND PRIMITIVE CHURCH ; 

Popular in its Form of Goveriinaeni, and Simple in its Mode of 

Worship. By Lyman Colbman, of Andover, Author of 

" Christian Antiquities." With an Introductorj 

Essay, by Dr. Augustus Nbandbb, 

Berlin, Germany. 1 vol. 12mo. 

' An important and rery Interesting; work. Jnst published. 



ANTIOCH; 

OR, INCREASE OF MORAL POWER IN THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

By Rev. P. Chubch. With an Introductory^ 
Essay, by Rev. Babon Stow. 

"Here is arolume which will make a greater stir than anj didactic 
worSc that has been Issued for many a day. It is a book of close and con- 
secutive thought, and treats of subjects which are of the deepest inter- 
est, at the present time, to tlie churches of this country. The author Is 
favorably known to the religious public, as an original thinker, and a 
forcibly writer, — his style is lucid and vigorous. The Introdvctioii. hj 
Mr. Stow, adds much to the value and attractions of the volume."— CAr. 
R^/lector. 

" By some this book will be condemned, by mahy it will be read with 
pleasure, because It analyzes and renders tangible, principles that have 
been vaguely conceived in many minds, reluctantly promulgated and hesi- 
tatingly believed. We advise our brethren to reaa the book, and judge 
for ihemseWes.*'— Baptist Record. 

" It Is the work of an original thinker, on a subject of great practical 
Interest to the church. It is replete with suggestions, which. In out 
view, are eminently worthy of consideration."— JpAt7. Chr. Observer. 

"This is a philoscmhical essay, denoting depth of thinking, and great 
originality. * * * He does not doubt, but asserts, and carries along the 
matter with his argument, until the difference of opinion with which the 
reader started with the writer is forgotten by the former, in admiration of 
the warmth and truthfulness of the latter. "~PA»7. U. S. Gazette. 



PENTECOST. 

OR, THE SOLE EFFICTENCY OF CONVERTING THE WORLD. 

By Rev. P. Chubcb, author of " Antioeh." 

Con;en/«— Evangelical Enterprise— Scale on which to graduate Man'e 
Efficiency in it. Part 1. Nature of the Energy which the Believer is to 
expect from Christ Parti2. The Forms under which this Heavenly En- 
ergy manifests itself. Part 3. Means ef securing enlarged Measures of 
this Energy upon ourselvps. 

" One desire in the writer predominates overall others; that Christiana, 
generally, may rise to a juat appreciation of the unspeakable blessings- 
treasured up for them in Christ; that aU men may see the riches of tS« 
glory of his Inheritance In the saiiits." 



CHURCH DISCIPLINE ; 

The Scripture Doctrine of Church Order and Gorernment. 

By Re7. Wabham Walker, Homer, N. Y. 

One 7olume. ISmo. Cloth. 



A timely and very tue/ul work. 

Contents — ^Introduction. — Church, definition of the term-^Constltu- 
tlon of the Churches— First Christian Church, In its incipient State — 
The Church at Jerusalem— The Church at Antioch— Organization of the 
Churches — Government of the Churches— The True Idea of Church Disci- 

Eline. Part I. Formative Church Discipline. — Terms of Church Mem> 
ership— Importance and necessity of Maintaining Formatire DiscipUne 
— Formative Maa^ures. Part 2. Corrective Church Discipline — Power 
of the Churches to Maintain Corrective Discipline— Limitations of the 
Pjwerof Discipline- Obligation of the Churches to Maintain Corrective 
Discipline— Objects of Corrective Discipline — Spirit in which Corrective 
Discipline should be conducted — ^The Law of Corrective Discipline — 
Offances demanding Corrective Discipline — The Process of Corrective 
Discipline— TRe First Admonition— The Second Admonition — The Final 
Act of Disci pline— Treatment of the Excommunicated— Restoration of the 
Penitent— Conclusion. 

The following recommendatory notes from individuals residing in the 
ricinity of the Author, were received by the Publishera with the mana- 
teript of the work. 

From the Pro/eaaora in Hamilton Literary and Theol, InatiHUion, 

" We have carefully perused the most important parts of the manu- 
script, and the result has been highly gratifying. The work is charac- 
terized by great sobriety and caution. We biolieve the views it presentf 
to be scriptural; and that where they are not supported by the direct and 
and positive declaration of the word of God, they are, at least, sustained 
by the general apirit of the teachings of Christ and his apostles. Such a 
work as this, we thinic, is greatly needed; it is well adapted to promote 
correct views and uniformity of practice in relation to the subject of 
which it treats. We cordially recommend it to the careful perusal of the 
members of our churches. J. S. Maoinnis, 

Hamilton, Nov. 6, 1&13. T. J. Conant. 

A. C. KsNoaicx." 

From the Editor of the N. Y, Baptist Register. 

"I have just had the privilege of hearing the principal part of Professor 
Warham Walker's work on Church Discipline. The subject la presented 
in a clear and beautiful style, and in accordance with the sacred oraclea; 
and the Instruction conveyed is much needed at the present time, whan 
youns^ converts are so numerous and so imperfectly acquainted with duty 
in this matter, and with the proper manner of discharging it. The author 
is well known in this State, as a writer of great force and elegance, and 
any thing he undertakes is done with fidelity and efibct. 

Utica^ Nov. 7, 1843. Yours, truly, A. M. Bbbbbb." 

" We are truly gratified at the issue of this publication. A work of thia 
kind has been greatly needed in our churches, and its appearance will be 
warmly welcomed, we believe, by thousands. The subject Is one Involv- 
ing many difficult and debateable questions, and it will be strange Indeed 
if it satisfies all pirties, in the execution, equally well. But from loolcing 
at the general plan, and reading several pasres, we are inclined to believe 
that it will meet with great favor. The woric originated in an essay read 
at a iMinisterial Conference, and was completed and published by the re- 
quest of the brethren composing that conference. It Is issued in a neat 
style;— a volume of one hundred and fifty-six pages."— CAr. Refie^or, 
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THE PSALMIST: 

A NEW COLLECTION OF HYMNS FOR THE USE OF 
THE BAPTIST CHURCHES. 

BT BARON STOW AND S. F. SMITH. 

This work contains nearly tttelve hundred Hvmna, origina] and select' 
ed, together with a collection of Chants and Selections /or Chanting. 

Surprising as it may appear to those who are aware of the great diversity 
of opinion and tastes every where existing in reference to hymns best 
suited to public worship, this new collection meets with almost universal 
favor. Its rapid Introduction into churches in various parts of the coun- 
try; the numerous testinMnials of approval and high commendation daily 
received, in connection with the aclcuowledged ability of the editors; the 
uncommon lacilities enjoved by them, of drawing from the bebt sources in 
this and other countries; the great care with which the compilation has beea 
made; the new. convenient, and systematic plan of arrangement adopted| 
give the publishers full confidence in the superior merits of the worlc. 

In addition to the protracted labor of the editors, the proof-sheets bar* 
all been submitted to a Committee, comi)osed of clergymen of high stand* 
ing, in different parts of the Union, by whose critical examinations and 
iroponant suggestions the value of the wortc has been greatly enhanced. 

All of Watts's Hymns, possessing lyrical spirit, and suited to the wor> 
ship of a Christian assembly, are inserted; and a large number of hymns 
heretofore unknown in this country have been introduced. The distinc- 
tion of psalms and hymns, usually made in o^her collections, has been 
avoided in this, and all have been arranged together, under their appro- 
priate heads, and numbered in regular, unbroken succession. There are 
four valuable Indexes,— a 'General Index' of subjects, a 'Particular In* 
dex,' wfi ' Index of First Lines,' and an extended ' Scripture Index.' 

Notice of the Am. Bap. Publication and S. S. Society, Philadelphia. 

The Board of Directors of the A. B. P. and S. S. Society, induced by the 
numerous and urgent calls which, for a long time, have been made from 
various sections of the country, for a new collection of Hymns that should 
be adapted to the wants of the churches generally, resolved, in the year 
1841, to take immediate measures for the accomplishment of this object. 
With this view, a committee, consisting of Rev. W. T. Brantly, D. U., of 
South Carolina, Rev. J. L. Dagg, of Alabama, Rev. R B. C. Howell, of 
Tennessee, Rev. S W. Lynd, D. D., of Ohio, Rev. J. B. Taylor, of Virginia, 
Rev. S. P. Hill, of Maryland, Rev. G. B. Ide and R. W.Griewold, of Penn- 
sylvania, and Rev. W. R. Williams, D. D., of New York, was appointed 
to prepare and superintend the proposed selection. It was, however, sub- 
sequently ascertamed that a similar work had been undertaken by Messrs. 
Oould, Kendall ic Lincoln, Publishes, of Boston; and that Rev. B. Stow 
and Rev. S. F. Smith, whose servicos they had encaged, had alreadv com- 
menced their labor. Froip the well-known ability of these gentlemen, 
there seemed good reason to expect a valuable collection, and one that 
would fully meet the end which the Board contemplated. In order, there- 
fore, to avoid the unnecessary multiplication of Hymn Books, it was 
deemed expedient by the Board to unite, if possible, with the above- 
mfentioned Publishers. Accordingly, the maihiscript of Messrs. Stow and 
Smith having been examined, and found quite satisfactory, arrangements 
were made to have the proof-sheets, as they were issued from the press, 
submitted to the committee of the Board, with the understanding, that If. 
after such alterations and improvements as mi|;ht be suggested,1t should 
meet their approval, the Board would adopt it as their own. This ap- 
proval having been obtained, the Board voted, unanimously, to adopt and 
publish the work, and have negotiated with Gould, Kendall k Lincoln) to 
that effect. Signed hy 'order and on behalf of the Board, 

J. M. Pick. Cor. Sec. Am. Pub. S. S. Soc, 
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CertiJte^tB 9/ the Committee appointed bg the Am. BtpHai PuBUcatibn 

and Sunday Schoeil Society. 
The ttndersifned, having been requested by the Board of Directors of 
the Am. Bap. Pubiicatioa and S. S. Society to examine the prooof-eheeta 
of ^'Taa I*sALMi8T." edited by Rev. fi. Stow and Rev. 8. F. Smith, and td 
suggest auch emendations as might seem expedient to render the work 
more.acceptable to the churches throughout the country, hereby certify, 
that they have performed the service assigned them, and unite in recom- 
mending the work as one well adapted to the purpose for which it was 
daalgaed. William R. Williams, James B. Tatlor, 

Qbobos B. Ids, Jmo. L. Dago, 

Rupus W. Oribwolo, W. T. Bbantlt, 
Stxphsm p. Hill, R. B. C. Howbll, 

Samitbl W. Ltnd. 

United Testimony of Pastors of Bap. Churches in Boston and vicinity^ 
Messrs Govld, Kendall ft Lincoln,— Permit us to take this method 
of expressing our great satisfaction with the Ck>llection of Hyrans which 
you have of late published for the use of the Baptist denomination. As 
Pastors, we have long felt the need of some book different from any which 
could be obtained, and we have looked forward with interest to the time 
when your- proposed work should be issued from the press. The work is 
now completed^ and before the public; and Hrom an attentive and careful 
examination of its pages, we are prepared to give it a hearty recommenda- 
tion. It fs clear m its arrangement, sound in doctrine, rich in senti* 
ment, sweet and beautiful in Its poetry, and, in our«pinion, most admirebij 
adapted to the wants of the denomination. We cannot but hope, there* 
fore, that it will soon be adopted by all our churches. 

Danibl Sharp, T. F. Caloicott, Nicholas MBOBntr, ' 

R. W. CusHMAN, . W. H. Shailbr, J. W. Parkbr, 
R. H. Nbalb, H. K. Grbbn, BrXdlbt Minbr, 

William Haoub, Silas B. Randall, J. W. Olmstbad, 
Robert Turnbull, Thomas Driver, Joseph Banvard, 
Nath'l Colvbr, Duncan Dunbar, Thos. D. Andbrsoit. 

From the Professors in Newton TheologiceU Institution, 
Union of judgment in regard to all the princi pies which should regulate 
the preparation of a Hymn Book, both as to the character of the hymns, 
and as to the omission and alterations in the case of selected hymns that 
have long been in use, is not to be expected. We are free, however, to 
say, that in copiousness of subject, in adaptation to the various occasions 
of worship, in devout and poetic character, and in general excellence, we 
regard the work as eminently superior to collections now in common use. 

Barn as Sears, Pres- and Prof Christian Theology. 

Irah Chase, Prof Ecclesiastical History. 

H. J. Ripley, Prof. Sacred Rhetoric and Pastoral Duties. 

H. B. Hackbtt, Prof Bib. Literature and Interpretation. 

TeMtimony of a Committee of the Faculty of Hamilton Literary and 

Theological 9k8titvtion, 
Messrs. Gould, Kendall & Lincoln, — The undersigned have been ap- 
pointed, by the Faculty nf our Institution a Committee to examine the 
Hymn Bt>ok, entitled "The Psalmist." recently published by you, and 
edited by Rev. B. Stow and Rev. S. F. Smith. It gives us pleasure to 
state, as the result of our examination, that we consider the work decided- 
ly superior to any similar collection with which we are acquainted. Its 
materials are drawn from the best sources of sacred lyrical poetry in our 
language ; the arrangement is eminently happy ; and the variety of its se* 
lections adapts it to almost every occasion. We think the adoption of 
the work in the Baptist churches of our country would be calculated greatly 
to elevate that interesting branch of worship with reference to which it is 
prepared. A. C. Kbndrick, Prof. Greek Lan. and Literature. 
J. S. Maoinnis, Prof Biblical Theology, 
•T. J. Con ANT, Prof. Heb.Sp Bib. Crit. &- Interpretation. 
J. H. Raymond, Tut.Intel.^Mor.Philos.^Be{les4ettre9. 
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UniUd Testimony of tht Paatort of Baptist Churehet in Philadelphia 

and vicinity 
We, the iindenigned. Pastors of the ^ptiat Churches in the city of 
Philadelphia, and its vicinity, having examined '*The Psalmist," a new 
Hymn Book for the use of the Baptist Churches, edited by Rev. Messn. 
B. Stow and S. F. Smith, published by the Am. Bap. Pub. S. S. Society, 
and Gould, Kendall & Lincoln, Boston, most cordially express our con- 
viction that it is decidedly superior to any other Hymn Book with which 
we are acquainted. In arrangement, it is very natural ; in doctrine, it !• 
sound and peculiarly evangelical; in its selection of hymns upon ererf 
important subject, it is very copious and judicious; while there is a va- 
rieiy that characterizes no other. Its lyrical excellence places it far 
above all other compilations, and makes it a delightful companion for the 
Christian, in private and domestic, as well as public worship. We shall 
regard that as a happy era in the churches of our denomination, when it 
shall be universally adopted by them. 

George B. Ids, Horatio G. Jonks, 

J. Lansing Burbows, Thos. O. Lincoln, ' 
A. D. Gillette, F. KetchaMo 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF ASSOCIATIONS AND CONVENTIONS. 

Boston Baptist Association, 1843. 
Whereas, for some time past, we have felt the need of a new 
collection of hymns, for the use of our churches in their public 
M'orship; and whereas, the new work entitled 'The Psalmist,' 
edited by two brethren connected with this body, supplies this 
need, and answers admirably the end for which it was designed, 
therefore Resolved, That in our opinion. The Psalmist is worthy the 
patronage of the Baptist denomination, and we cordially recom- 
mend its adoption in all our churches. 

Miami (Ohio), Baptist Association, 1843. 
The Committee appointed to report upon a Hymn Book, have 
attended to the duty assigned them, and report the foilowiUK aa 
tlieir views. For several reasons, the Committee recommend to 
the attention of the churches, the new work called * The Psalmist,' 
as worthy of special patronage. 1. It is exceedingly desirable that 
our whole denomination should use in the praises of the sanctuary 
the same psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs. To secure uniform- 
ity, we prefer * The Psalmist,' because it is strictly, and from the 
foundation designed for the use of Baptist churches, — is not sur- 
passed by any Hymn Book in the world, — and the proprietorship 
18 wholly Baptist, by which the greatest facilities can be furnished 
for its introduction to the churches, and the perpetuity of its pub- 
lication. 2. It has been prepared with the greatest care. In no 
instance has a Hymn Book gone through so tliorough a revision ; 
and the influence which is rationally exerted in its favor by the 
Committee of revision, — by the known qualification of the editors, 
by the popularity of the Boston publishers, and by the fact that it 
is connected with the series of the Am. Bap. Pub. Society, — ^will 
necessarily give it an ultimate circulation greater than that of any 
other similar work in the churches^ 3. It is a book of very supe- 
rior merits, and probably will not need any important emendation 
for a long period to come. The Committee therefbre recommend 
to the churches the adoption of this work as well calculated to ele- 
vate the taste and the devotion of*the denomination.^ 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

S. W. Ltnd, Chairman, 
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ilMoeiafum, 1843. 

Raohed, That we request the attention of the churches to The 
Psalmist, a hymn book, approved by a large committee of distin- 
ffOished Baptist ministers, m-varioos parts of the United States. 

Portanumth {N. H.), Baptiat AstociaHonf 1843. 
Reaolvedf That we highly approve of The Psalmist, prepared by 
Brethren Stow and Smiu, and recommend its adoption in sdi our 
churches. 

TBtnow BapiUt StaU Convention, 1843. 

Rewolvedj That, after an examination of the Hymn Book com- 
piled by Messrs. Baron Stow and S. F. Smith, we can cheerfully 
recommend it to the denomination as being superior to any other 
work of the kind ever before published, and advise its adoption and 
lue among the churches. 

Huron (Ohio), Baptist AModation, 1843. 

Amoi^ the resolutions adopted, was one recommending the new 
Hymn Book published by the Am. Baptist Publication Socie^, 
Philadelphia, and Gould, Kendall &: Lincoln, Boston. 

Munroe {N. F.), Bapiiat Association, 1843. 

JU$ok>edf That we recommend to the several churches of this 
Association, for their adoption, the Hymn Book recently prepared 
by brethren Baron Stow and S. F. Smith, called " The Psalmist," 
■a beinff in our estimation the choicest selection o€ hymns extant, 
and weU adapted to promote the objects of Chiiatian worship. 

Bethel (TVrm.), Baptist Association, 1843. 

The committee on Hymn Books reported as their choice, '' The 
Psalmist.'' The report having been received, . the Hymn Book 
was adopted, and recommended to the churches. 

Kennebec (Me.), Baptist Association, 1843. 

Voted, That we recommend to those churches who are intend- 
ing to supply themselves with new Hymn Books, to purchase ' The 
Psalmist/ recently prepared by Rev. Baron Stow and Rev. S. F. 
Smith ; this, in the estimation of those who have examined it, being 
the best Hymn Book in the English language. 

EDITORIAL NOTICES AND REVIEWS. 

From an extended notice in the Christian Revieu>. 

The Psalmist was originated under circumstances, and from a 
source, which give it a claim to our respect and attention. Both 
the editors and publishers of the book are so well and favorably 
known to the religious community, that their motives in this under- 
taking will not be called in question. We hazard little in sayiiiff, 
that it is the best collection of flymns ever published in the English 
language. They have been drawn from the best sources, and 
probably, from a greater number of authors than those in any 
other hymn book extant. 

The Psalmist contains 1180 hymns, besides doxologies and 
chants. Of the hymns, 303 are by Dr. Watts, or about one quarter 



of the whole collection. Next to Watts, are Doddridge, 57 h3nnn8; 
Mrs. Steele, 52; Beddome, 41 j Monrtgomeiy, 33 ; S. F. Smith, 26; 
Kelly, 17: John Newton, 16 ; Charles Wesley, 12; Toplady. Sten- 
nett and Cowper, 10 each ; Heber, 8 ; Colly er and Heginbotnam, 7 
each ; Bowrin?, Mrs Barbauld, D wight, Fawcett, and Mrs. Si^our- 
ney, 6 each ; Hart,Hawes, Needham, and Scott. 5 each : Addison. 
Bathurst, Fellows, Gibbons, Hemans, Kippis, Tappan, Reed, ana 
H. K. White, 4 each ; Conder, Edmeston, Judson, T. Moore, NoeL 
Raffles, Swain, and Wrangham, 3 each ; thirty-two other authors, Z 
each; and ninety, 1 each. The hymns are by 161 writers, besides 
pieces credited to fifly collections of hynms or other woi^, the 
authorship of which is unknown. Forty-five are anonymous, being 
traced neither to author nor collections. 

The order of the book is clear and natural, a due respect being 
paid to the several subjects of religious worship. We question 
whether it would be possible to arrange a collection of hymns in 
better order. The numerous objects of Christian benevolence 
have created a necessity for a much greater variety of hymns than 
was formerly needed ; and of which no book in use furnished the 
reouisite number. The Psalmist meets this deficiency, particularly 
in hymns upon the subject of missions, the number of which is 7b. 

The hymns in The Psalmist are of convenient length; most of 
them containing four, and some, but two or three verses. The 
preacher using this book, will seldom find it necessary to abridge 
a hymn, — a service always unpleasant to him, and disagreeable to , 
the congregation. The variety of metres is good; we do not see 
how it could be improved. 

As a specimen of book-manufacturing, The Psalmist is deserving 
of great praise. It is printed with beautiful type, on clear, white 
paper, is strongly bound, opens easily, and may be read with com- 
fort, by old and young. It would be not less gratifying than ad- 
vantageous for the chnrches of this country, could they unite in. 
adopting the same hymn book for public worship. 

The editors have accomplished a noble work, for which thej 
deserve not only the thanks of our own churches, but of all loven 
of true devotional psalmody. 

From the Christian ReflectoTf Boston. 

We have before referred to the new hymn book, entitled ** The 
Psalmisf We have since ^iven it a more careful examination^ 
and we cannot withhold from it our unqualified praise. WinchelPs 
Watts has a great many excellent hymns, and will, doubtless, con- 
tinue to be used by many churches ; but the volume contains many 
hymns that cannot be given out to be sung, with any propriety 
whatever ; and these are in the way, and ernoarrass a minister in 
making his selections. We have other compilations in use which 
contain many of the best hymns extant. The Psalmist surpasses 
them all, in the select character of all its hymns. Not one can be 
regarded as inappropriate to public worship. The good old hymns 
are all there, ana many most beautiful new ones. Those from the 
pen of S. F. Smith, are surpassingly excellent. The book is ad- 
mirably arranged, neatly prin^^d, and well bound. It cannot fail 
of becoming, sooner or later, the standard hymn book of the de- 
nomination. It is to be introduced into all parts of the United 
Sutes. 
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From thB CkrittUm }^aichman, BoBtmi, 

Thif Tolame impresses hs as being very complete. The editors 
leem to have been more solicitous to make a good book, than a 
new book. The reader will find that a majority of the pieces are 
such as have Ions been familiar to his ear in our devotional assem- 
blies. We should have been sorry to have found it otherwise. 
The hymns of Dr. Watts take the lead. Ail his pieces are inserted 
whicl^ possess lyrical spirit, and are suited to a Christian assembly. 

We need say nothing upon the need of a new hynm book. Uad 
Wincheil's Watts, which has now been in use in these parts near- 
ly a quarter of a century, been made as perfect as it were possible 
at tile time to make it, we should at this period need a new book. 

From the Miuical VisUer, Boston. 

''The Psalmist,'' a new collection of Hymns, is just out,4n a 
beautiful style, on good paper, and handsomelv bound. It has four 
Indexes, one of the first lines, one general ana one particular index 
of subjects, and a Scripture index. Having examined the book, we 
are satisfied that besides many more, it has three great excellences, 
Tiz., the hynms are generally short, having about four verses, very 
many three, and about as many of two as of six, and a few of five 
verses. Another excellence is, the varie^ of subjects, wefi adapted 
to these last days. Another is, the highly literary, and yet plain ' 
and beautiful s^Ie of the lan^age. This is truly a literary gem, 
besides being a sweet ' Psalmist ' for the church of Christ. 

From the Christian Secretary, Hartford. 

We are no great sticklers for changes and innovations in the 
church, by the introduction of new books, new instruments of 
music, &:c., it having ever been more congenial to our taste to 
walk in the " old pauis." We must say, that The Psalmist, just 
published, presents claims to the denomination not to be found in 
any other work of the kind. There is one merit in this hymn book 
which we are glad to find, viz., it is not divided into parts, as in the 
case with WinchelPs Watts. Another is, that the hymns are of .a 
suitable length for Divine worship, few of them exceeding six 
verses, and in most cases not exceeding four. 

After a somewhat careful examination, we have been led to the 
conclusion, that this Hymn Book possesses qualities over every 
other of the kind that we are acquainted with, which entitle it to 
a place in every Baptist pulpit in the country. 

From the Religious Herald, Richmond, Va. 

It has evidently been Compiled with much care, and comprises 
a sufficient variety of hymns for all the purposes of worship. The 
missionary department is very full, containing some original hymns, 
and others which have not heretofore appeared in our hymn books. 
Throughout the book, original compositions, with hymns not here- 
tofore met with in our selections, and of modern origin, are inter- 
spersed with those long known and familiar to the public. The 
work deserves high praise for its l^irity of style and expression. 
It has great and deserved merit, and as a whole is not only well 
adapted to the object aimed at, but superior to its predecessor!. 
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Frmn Ou New York BapHat RegigUr, 

The Psalmist is one of the most delifhtfol and complete bookf 
of the kind we ever had the privilege of examining. It is the very 
book wanted. The poetry is choice and beautifUl, the sentiments 
are scriptural, expressed with peculiar felicity and force, and 
adapted to every variety of condition, — there is something for 
every body and every occasion. If it could be introduced into 
our churches, they could want nothing better. • 

From the Alabama Bcqttist. 

This work is intended to be the Baptist Hymn Book ; and, after a 
careful and critical examination, w:e are fully prepared to say, that 
it really deserves to be adopted as such, by the denomination. We 
think it decidedly superior to any collection of Psalms and Hynms 
ever before issued rrom the American press. The compilers, 
themselves, are men of the purest taste, refined by familiar con- 
verse with the most elej^ant writings of ancient and modern times, 
and sanctified by the influences of the Hol]^ Spirit. We earnestly 
commend The Psalmist to the attention of pastors and churches. 
We believe it will be introduced into the churches throughout the 
United States. The preparation of this work may be regarded as 
the act of the entire denomination, and if it be universally adopted, 
will greatly tend to produce uniformity of doctrine, and church 
order and discipUne, through all the churches. 

^ From the Zion^e Advocate, Portland, Me. 

It is sometimes said, that Editors are induced to commend books 
by the donation that is usually made to them of a copy of the work. 
But it cannot be so in this case, since we have, by some means, 
failed of receiving a copy. Yet we are willing to do the publishers 
a service, and our readers a greater service, by cordially recom- 
mendmg this to those who are purchasing new books We do not 
know any other equal to it. 

From Graham*8 Magazine, Philadelphia. 

The Psalmist is, in our opinion, decidedly the best compilation M* 
sacred lyric poetry ever published in this country. Its editors are 
distingnishea clergymen of the Baptist church, and one of them is 
hiihself a poet of no mean reputation. Mr. Smith's Missionary 
Hymn, commencing, "Yes, my native land, I love thee," is nearly 
as well known as the celebrated lyric of Heber, " From Greenland^ 
icy mountains," etc., and a large number of his pieces, on a varie^ 
of subjects, rank highamong the best of their kind in tlie language. 

From The Macedonian, Boxton. 

It has been prepared virith the most critical regard to tiie laws of 
language and poetry, and to the wants of the church of the present 
age. ft is designed for use throughout the United States, and was 
accordingly examined in the proof-sheets, by gentlemen of known 
ability and scholarship, in different parts of the country. We refer 
to it chiefly to express our gratification at the extensive and ad- 
mirable collection of missionary hymns which it contains. One of 
these we select, entitled " The Missionary Angel," was written by 
Rev. S. F. Smith. 
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EXTRACT OF LXTTERS FROM CLERGTUEIT, 

From Rev. Geo. B. Ide, PhUadelphta. 

At the risk of appearing intrusive; I have taken my pen to let yon 
know the emotion which your new Hymn Book, in its beautifoi 
dress, has excited in my mmd. My expectations were very highly 
raised j but the result has more than answered them. Such another 
collection of hymns for public worship, so beautiful in its execution, 
■o nafUraJ, clear, and perfect in its arrangement, so varied, copious, 
and appropriate in its list of subjects, so lyrical in its structure, so 
devotional in its spirit^ so scriptural in its seiitiments, so sweet, 
pure, and elevated in its poetm I do not believe the world can 
nirnish, and I am certain the English language cannot. It is a 
work, in every respect, of such surpassing excellence, as to leave 
nothing in its departjnent to be desired. All here, who have seen 
it, are delighted with it. If there be any true taste in our churches, 
it must speedily come into universal use. Our own denomination, 
and the Christian public generally, are un^er great obligations to 
the gifted brethren who have so successfully performed Uieir task, 
and to the liberal and enterprising publishers, by whom they were 
employed. Yon will, I am conikfent, receive an ample remunera- 
Hon for all your expense and outlay And I trust, that both yon 
and they will enjoy the far higher, richer rewaid, of knowing' that 
through your united labors, the public praises of God have been 
improved, chastened, and rendered more edifying and refreshing; 
and that, upon the return of each tioly Sabbath, millions of saints 
oq earth are chanting the hallowed and inspiring strains with which 
^6u have supplied mem; and thus preparing to join the blissful 
choir and the eternal anthems of the upper sanctuary. 

J'kiladelphia, Jtme, 1843. G£or«e B. Ids. 

From Rev. John Dowlingf Providence ^ R. I. 

About six years ago, the lamented James D. Knowles, at the 
close of a valuable editorial article upon Church Psalmody, in the 
Christian Review, remarked as follows : " We repeat the expression 
of our hope, that the time may soon arrive, when a compilation 
■hall be prepared, worthy, in its sentiments and poetical character, 
to be adopted by the Baptist denomination throughout this extend- 
ed republic." Had this gifted brother lived to examine the Psalm- 
ist, 1 cannot doubt that he would have agreed with the writer of 
these remarks, that the present is just such a work, and that that 
hope is completely realized. If 1 were to enumerate the excellences 
by which The Psalmist is distinguished above every other hymn 
book with which I am acquainted, in use among tlie Baptist de- 
nomination, I should say, 1. There are no hymns, so far as I can 
discover, offensive to a correct taste, and most of them possess a 
high degree of poetic excellence. 2. Every hymn may be read 
with propriety from the pulpit. 3. All the hymns are adapted to 
be sung, Deing properly lyrical in their character, and not historical 
or didactic. 4. Most of the hymns are of a suitable length j the 
greater number consisting of not more than four verses. 5. The 
unmeaning division into psalms and hymns is avoided, and the 
numbering of tlie hymns is continuous, tiius avoiding the difficulty 
sometimes experienced, especially by strangers, in finding the 
hynin that is announced. J. Dow ling. 
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